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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1892-1893. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


President—Rexv. WINFIELD S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., 1309 O St., Sac- 
ramento, California. 
Secretary—Rev. Victor G. A. TRESSLER, Corner 2d and Julian 
Sts., San José, California. 
Treasurer—MRr. JOHN EVERDING, 2116 Mason St., San Francisco, 
California. 


COMMIETEES 


HOME MISSIONS. 


Rey. W. S. Hosxkinson, Sc.D. Rev. C. W. Maccarr. 
Rror. P. M. FISHER. 


CHURCH EXTENSION 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc.D. Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER. 
Rey. O. C. MILLER. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION 


Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, Rey. Pump GRAIF. 
Rey. J. S. Moser. 


EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
THE MINISTRY: 
Rev. P. Grair. Rey. O. C. MILLER. 
Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D. 


NEXT: CONVEN ELON: 
Time—April 12, 1893. 
flace—First English Lutheran Church, Sacramento, Cal. 


ORGANIZATION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


MUBISOOIG Es oe 


MORNING SESSION. 


MaRcH 31, 1891. 

The meeting was called to order by electing Rev. O. C. Miller, 
temporary President, and Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, temporary Sec- 
retary. 5 

The President read Scripture from Ps. cxxi.—cxxiv., and offered 
prayer. 

On motion, a committee of three, Revs. Heisler and Graif, 
and Brother Davidson, were appointed to draft a Constitution 
and present the same to Synod at its next meeting. 

Rev. Seward, of the Presbyterian Church, was presented by 
Rev. Heisler, and received as advisory member. 

On motion, the time of meeting was fixed as follows: g o’clock 
in the morning for half hour of devotional exercises, Synod con- 
vening at 9:30 and closing at noon (12) ; convene again at 2 
p. m., with fifteen minutes for devotion, and closing at 5 o’clock. 
Evening services at 7 : 30. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. Seward. 

(5) 
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MORNING SESSION. 


APRIL 1, 1891. 
Devotional exercises conducted by Rev. Graif. 
Synod convened with prayer by the President. 
On motion, Synod adjourned one-half hour to await the report 
of the Committee on Constitution. 
On motion, the report was received and considered item by 
item 


Adjourned with prayer by Dr. Hamma. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Devotions conducted by Rev. Wagner. 

Synod convened with prayer by Rev. Wedekind, D. D. 

The churches were instructed to report to the Home Mission- 
ary Committee annually instead of quarterly. 

Rey. Uhl was excused from further attendance. 

Adjourned with prayer by Bro. Davidson. 

Rev. Graif preached at 7:30 p.m., from Matt. xxviii., last 
three verses. 


MORNING SESSION. 


APRIL 2, 1891. 
Devotions conducted by Bro. Davidson. 
Synod convened with prayer by the President. 
Reception of report of Constitutional Committee continued. 
The Article “Process Against a Minister,” as appearing in the 
Book of Worship, Section XII., was inserted, and the report was 
adopted as a whole. 
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Synod proceeded to the formation of roll of members, as fol- 
lows : 

Clerical—Rev. O. C. Miller, San Francisco; Rev. W. S. Hos- 
kinson, Sacramento; Rev. C. W. Heisler, Los Angeles BIR Ine 
R. Wagner, San Diego; Rev. Philip Graif, Oakland; Rev. S. 
Sprecher, D. D., LL.D., San Diego ; Rev. Wm. Uhl, Los Angeles ; 
Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., Los Angeles. 

Lay—Hon. Wm. Bosbyshell, Los Angeles; Prof. F. P. David- 
son, San Diego; John Everding, San Francisco; Hon. Wm. 
Moller, Oakland. , 

The Secretary was authorized to transcribe the names of mem- 
bers of Synod to the Constitution. 

Synod proceeded to the election of officers. 

Rey. Miller was chosen President, Rev. Hoskinson, Secretary, 
and Mr. Jno. Everding, Treasurer. 

The apportionment for objects named by the General Synod 
was directed to be paid to the Treasurer of Synod. 

The Constitutional Committee were instruced to have three 
copies of the Constitution prepared in type writing, for the use of 
Synod, and General Synod, and Home Mission ‘Board. 

A committee was appointed consisting of Rev. Heisler and 
Bro. Moller, in connection with the pastor /ocz, to prepare a pro- 
gramme for the next meeting of Synod. 

Adjourned with prayer by Dr. Wagner. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Synod convened with prayer by the Secretary. 

On motion, the thanks of Synod were extended to the “ Even- 
ing Express”’ for their cordial notice of proceedings, also to the 
members of this church for kind hospitality. 

The minutes were ordered to be held for publication with 
the next minutes of Synod, and the Secretary was instructed to 
furnish abstracts for the Church papers. 

On motion, the time of next meeting of Synod was made to 


\ 
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be the second Wednesday evening after Easter, eighteen hundred 
and ninety-two. 

An Apportionment Committee was appointed, consisting of 
Revs. Hamma and Wagner, and Bro. Davidson, and instructed 
to apportion in addition to the objects named: in Minutes of Gen- 
eral Synod, $20.00 for Synod, and $50.00 for expenses of Home 
Missionary Committee. 

Examining Committee—Revs. Hamma, Hoskinson and Heisler. 

Home Missionary Committee—Revs. Miller, Heisler and Bro. 
Moller. 

Church Extension Committee—Same. 

The officers of Synod were instructed to incorporate and to 
provide a seal for Synod when necessary. 

The Secretary was authorized to cast the ballot for San Fran- 
cisco as the place for next meeting of Synod. Invitation was re- 
ceived also from San Diego. 

Secretary was instructed to purchase a suitable book for record 
of Minutes, also for the Treasurer. 

Dr. Hamma was elected clerical delegate to General Synod, 
with Rev. Hoskinson as alternate. Prof. Davidson was elected 
lay delegate to General Synod, with Bro. Bosbyshell as alternate. 

Committee on Education—Revs. Graif, Wagner and Uhl. 

Synod closed with Hymn 434, and prayer by Dr. Hamma. 


W.S. HOSKINSON, Secresary. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


CONVENED IN 


San Francisco, Cal., April 27th to May tst., 18g2. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27TH, 1892, 7:45 P.M. 

The First Annual Session of the Synod of California convened 
in the First English Lutheran Church, Geary street, between 
Gough and Octavia, San Francisco, California. 

Rey. Oliver C. Miller, President of Synod, preached the open- 
ing sermon, from 2 Cor. v. 20: “ Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ ;’’ theme, “ Ministerial Responsibility.” 


FIRST SESSION. 


San FRANCISCO, CAL., 
APRIL 28, 1892, THURSDAY, 9:45 A. M. 
After devotional exercises, the Synod was regularly opened by 
the President, Rev. O. C. Miller. 
(9) 
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The clerical roll was called, after which, upon the presentation 
of their credentials, the lay delegates were received and enrolled. 


New Members. 
The following new members were received on certificates of 
dismission from other Synods : 
Rev. C. W. Maggart, from Kansas Synod. 
Rev. J. S. Moser, from Virginia Synod. 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, from Synod of Northern Illinois. 


Advisory Members. 
On motion, Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., and Rey. J. N. Lenker 
were received as advisory members. 
Greetings. : 
These brethren were accorded the floor, and brought greetings 
from the Rocky Mountain Synod and the far East. 


Synodical Roll. 


philips Grattan els 209 8th st., Oakland, Cal. Prof. P. M. Fisher. 
M. W. Hamma, D. D., a. e. -.|729 N. Fremont ave., Bal- 
timore, Md. 
C. W. Heisler 2... sence si. 718 W. 8th st., Los Ange- 
les, Cal: 
W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D.. --.-!1309 O st., Sacramento, 
GHibea chaos Scopobcs5e L. W. Grothen. 
GW Miao Cant -apeisinve stele creer 1443 Maplest.,San Diego, | 
Cal. 
O. C. Miller ................/2402 Bush st., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal, .......... Jas. T. Hare. 
J.S. Moser ............--0. \Campbells, Santa Clara 
P he cons@als, 
S.S. Sprecher, D.D., LL.D. ,z. e. San Diego, Cal. 
Wire GA Mines) Giusy. aiersleueintyerars Cor. 2d and Julian, San 
| José, Call... ..........'Prof. F.C. Gugel: 
MWA Wolly 25 Chadomos cookaGoiaD Los Angeles, Cal. 


a. e., absent and excused. 


Pesident’s Report. 

The President’s report of official acts during the synodical year 
was presented and referred to the proper committee. 

Brethren and Fellow Servants of our Lord Fesus Christ: Let us rejoice 
together in the Lord by whose mercy we have been permitted to complete our 
first year’s work as a Synod. It is with profound gratitude to the “Father of 
mercies” that I recount His goodness for the past synodical year, in submit- 
ting to you my report as first President of our Synod. 
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In the sunlight of rejoicing and good cheer, and beneath the clouds of dis- 
couragement, God’s abiding faithfulness has kept us, and the faithful services 
rendered in Jesus’ name have not been without His blessing and cheering 
signs of promise. 

I. THE YEAR’S RECORD. 


While none of our workmen have been called by the relentless hand of 
death to lay down their work, yet we are sorry to record the departure of two 
of our original clerical members to other fields. Especially do we regret that 
a change of climate has caused Rey. C. W. Heisler, the faithful pastor and 
founder of our church at Los Angeles, to relinquish his successful and import- 
ant work in that city, and accept a call to the mountain district of Colorado, 
the beautiful city of Colorado Springs. We pray the richest blessing of our 
Father upon him and his family and the work, and that the marked success 
which attended his labors on the coast may be given him in his new field. 


II. RESIGNATION AND DISMISSALS. 


Rey. E. R. Wagner, Ph. D., of San Diego, informed me that on November 
Ist, he had resigned his pastorate to accept a call to St. Paul’s mission church 
of Cincinnati, O., and subsequently applied for dismission to the Miami Synod, 
which has been granted. And in March, Rev. C. W. Heisler informed me 
that he had resigned the Los Angeles pastorate, to take effect about May Ist, 
having accepted a call to Colorado Springs, and would after the present ses- 
sion of Synod request a letter of dismission to the Rocky Mountain Synod. 


III. ACCESSIONS. 


Rev. Victor G. A. Tressler, under appointment from our Home Mission 
Board, began work as missionary at San José, May Ist, and has presented 
his letter as licentiate from the Synod of Northern Illinois, and applies for 
ordination at this session of Synod. - He is making full proof of his ministry 
in this most difficult field, having organized on the first Lord’s day of the year 
with over twenty-five members, and since, the work has grown steadily and 
surely. 

February —, Rey. J. S. Moser, of Salem, Va., having removed to Santa 
Clara Co., near Los Gatos, presented his.certificate from the Virginia Synod, 
and is now enrolled as a member of our Synod. 

Early in March, I received a letter from Rev. C. W. Maggart, of Salina, 
Kansas, stating that he had accepted a call to the San Diego Mission, and 
would take charge April 1st. A few days later, he sent me his letter of dis- 
mission from the Synod of Kansas, and his name was then placed upon our 
roll, 

IV. CORNER-STONE LAYING. 

October 11th, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson informed me that on the coming 
Lord’s Day he desired to lay the corner-stone of our new church at Sacra- 
mento, requesting that Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., who was then in our city, 
be appointed to deliver the address and assist in the ceremonies, which he 
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kindly consented to do, and Sunday, August —, the corner-stone was laid, the 
clergymen of the city churches cordially participating in the ceremonies. 


V. CHURCH OPENING, 


On February 21st, the lecture room of our new church at Sacramento was 
opened, and consecration services held, the President of Synod preaching the 
opening sermon. Pastor Hoskinson was also assisted on this happy occasion 
by Rev. Philip Graif, of Oakland, who preached in the evening. About four 
hundred dollars were raised for the work. 


VI. OUR RECEPTION BY THE GENERAL SYNOD. 


Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., presented our credentials and application for 
admission to the General Synod in convention at Lebanon, Pa., in an impres- 
sive and appropriate address, in which he says: “ We have launched the Cali- 
fornia Synod, we have nailed the old flag to the mast-head—the same that 
has floated over fifty millions of God’s children, for three hundred and fifty 
years. You can trust us that not by our consent will ever the hand of disloy- 
alty sully one fold of that flag. Under it we believe we shall achieve a des- 
tiny on the shore of the Pacific, than which there will be none greater in the 
country.” After which our Synod, the 24th in its order, was heartily received. 


VII. INSTALLATION, 


The congregation at San Diego request that our Western Secretary of Home 
Missions, Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., install their new pastor, Rev. C. W. 
Maggart, before he returns east. The President hereby conveys to him the 
request, in the hope that he can fulfill it, and also recommends that the mis- 
sion at San José make application for the installation of their pastor, Rev. 
Victor G. A. Tressler. 


VIII. MISCELLANY AND RECOMMENDATIONS, 


1. We would call the attention of Synod to the importance of having our 
body incorporated under the laws of the State of California. 

2. We recommend that the Northern Conference as provided for by our 
Constitution be organized, and that a meeting be held during the Synodical 
year. 

3. We bring before the Synod the necessity for the printing and distribution 
of our minutes for this year and last, and recommend that our Constitution 
and By-laws be included. 

4. In pursuance to instruction given your President at last session of Synod, 
he has procured a seal for its official papers, inscribed with the name of the 
Synod, and presenting an open Bible placed within the Golden Gate. 

5. We also recommend that our Constitution be so amended as to include 
another officer known as Historical Secretary, and that his duties be pre- 
scribed by the Constitution. 

6, Inasmuch as the work of our women of the General Synod is largely 
centred upon this coast, we deem it meet that we should show our apprecia- 
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tion of the same, by the organization of a Synodical Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society, and therefore have issued a call for the organiza- 
tion of such a Society, and recommend that their minutes be bound with 
those of our Synod; their Treasurer furnishing the vo raza for the payment 
of printing. : 

7. Whereas our Constitution as yet contains no By-Laws, we recommend 
that in accordance with Article XVII., Sec. 1, of our Constitution, we adopt 
the following: : 


BY-LAWS. 


1. No subject shall be discussed without being first properly presented in the 
form of a written motion with a second, and the mover shall, with the consent 
of the second, have the privilege of withdrawing such motion at any time be- 
fore it is amended, or before the question is taken. 

2. If any proposition or motion contains two or more points, it shall be 
divided at the request of any member and the vote taken separately. 

3. An amendment to be in order must refer to the subject under considera- 
tion, nor shall any amendment be in order beyond the second degree. 

4. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be entertained except 
(1) to adjourn, (2) to lay on the table, (3) to close debate, (4) to postpone 
to a specified time, (5) to refer to a Committee, (6) to amend, (7) to post- 
pone indefinitely, which motions shall take precedence in the order in which 
they are numbered. 

5. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except when a member is 
on the floor speaking. 

6. The motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, to close debate, and to post- 
pone indefinitely, shall be taken without debate. 

7. The Yeas and Nays! shall be taken on any question when requested by 
four members of the Convention. ~ 

8. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject without 
the permission of the Convention. 

g. Before the close of the Convention the President shall appoint the Com- 
mittee on Parochial Reports, on the State of the Church, and on Minutes of 
Synod. These Committees shall report early in the next Convention of Synod. 

10. All the ministers and congregations must send their Parochial Reports 
to the Chairman of the Parochial Committee one week before the day of 
the assembling of Synod, and this Committee shall meet the day before the 
opening of Synod, arrange and complete, and be ready to report to Synod the 
full and complete parochial report. Whenever a pastor leaves a charge, he 
shall furnish to the President of Synod a parochial report up to the time of 
resignation, and until such report is furnished a letter of dismissal shall not be 
granted. Pastors shall also send to the Chairman of the Committee on the 
State of the Church a report on that subject at the same time. 

11. The Synodical year shall close one week before the day for the conven- 
ing of Synod, and everything given and done after that day shall be credited 


as work of the new year. 
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8. The following letter from Secretary of General Synod calls for our action : 
“Vork, PA., SEPT. IST, 1891. 
“To the California Synod: 

“On page 74 of the Minutes of the General Synod reference will be found’ 
to a proposed amendment to its Constitution. As such amendment requires 
the consent of two-thirds of the District Synods, it is herewith submitted to 

your Synod for action, The desire is to substitute in Art. V., Sec. 1, of the 
Constitution, in place of the words ‘A majority’ of the delegates,’ the words 
found on page 204 in By-Law 4, ‘A majority of delegates from a majority of 
the Synods attached to the General Synod,” which statement was found to be 
in conflict with the Constitution. 
Wo. S. FREAS, Secretary of General Synod.” 

9. We gratefully record the generous gift from our esteemed brother, Rey. 
M. W. Hamma, D. D., of $100 to our German Theological Seminary at Chi- 
cago, which he requests be accredited to our Synod, and return our thanks as 
a Synod for such a beautiful thought and deed. 

In returning this trust, I pray that we may so acknowledge God and serve 
Him as to obtain His guidance at ali times. 

Respectfully submitted, OLIVER C. MILLER. 


Election of Officers. 

The President appointed Revs. Maggart and Tressler tellers. 
The election resulted as follows : 

President—Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, Sc. D. 

Secretary—Rev. Victor G. A. Tressler. 

Zreasurer—John Everding. ' 

The Minutes of Organization of the Synod of California were 
read by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Secretary of that convention, and 
adopted. 


Report of Delegate to General Synod at Lebanon, Pa. 


Your delegate to Convention of General Synod at its last meeting at Leba- 
non, Pa., would respectfully report that the California Synod was most cordi- 
ally received into connection with that General Body, and that your delegate 
was most warmly greeted as the representative of the Lutheran Church on the 

* Pacific Coast. It is with great pleasure and gratitude that he is able to re- 
port that every subject brought before that distinguished and venerable Body, 
in relation to our work in California, was received not only with the most 
marked enthusiasm, but gained the profoundest attention and consideration. 

The results of that wonderful meeting have been so widely published through- 
out the Church, that I need not here reiterate its unparalleled achievements. 
Suffice it to say that such steps of progress and enlargement were taken at that 
meeting as will bring our beloved Church into rapidly increasing prominence 
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and usefulness in our country, at which we may all thank God and take cour- 
age for the work. 


Respectfully submitted, M. W. HAMMA, Delegate. 

A letter of gratulation to the Synod of California and of regret 
at his enforced absence was received from Rev. Dr. Hamma. 

Telegrams of greeting came from Washington, D. C., sent by 
Rev. Dr. Hamma and Dr. G. G. Burnett—1 Thess., 1st chapter, 
from “‘Grace be unto you”’ to fifth verse. 

By order of Synod, the Secretary wired response: “2 Thess. 
Wee3s" 

Hours of Meeting and Adjournment. 

Hours of meeting and adjournment of this synodical conven- 
tion were fixed as follows : 

Devotional exercises—g to 9:30 a. m.; 2 to 2:15 p.m. 

Business sessions—g : 30 to 12 m.; 2:15 to 5 p.m. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. Philip Graif. 5 


ee 
SECOND SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1892, 2 P. M. 

Devotional exercises were led by Rev. C. W. Maggart, after 
which the Synod convened, being led in prayer by Rev. O. C. 
Miller. : 

The roll was called, and minutes of the morning session read 
and adopted. 

American Bible Society. 

Rev. John Thompson, D. D., of the American Bible Society, was 
introduced to the Synod, and granted time to present the work of 
his organization; after which the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, t. That we have heard with pleasure the remarks of Rev. John 
Thompson, D. D., representative of the American Bible Society, in regard to 
the interests and work of that Society. 

2. That we most heartily endorse the work of the American Bible Society, 
and express our sincere and profound sympathy in its operations, and in the 
particular efforts of Dr. Thompson in this state, and assure him of a hearty 
welcome to all our pulpits, and that in so far as possible we shall aid his cause 
with substantial contributions in our various churches. 
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The President then submitted the following 


List of Committees. 


1. On Presidents Report—Rev. C. W. Maggart and Prof. F. 
C. Gugel. 

2. On Minutes of General Synod—Rev. Philip Graif and J. T. 
Hare. 

3. On Minutes of California Synod—Rev. V. G. A. Tressler 
and L. W. Grothen. 

4. On Parochial Reports—Revs. C. W. Heisler and J. S. Moser. 

5. On Letters and FPetitions—Rev. O. C. Miller and L. W. 
Grothen. 

6. On Apportionments—Rev. J. S. Moser and Rev. P. Graif. 

7. On Leave of Absence and Absentees—Rev. C. W. Heisler 
and Prof. P. M. Fisher. 

8. On State of Reigion—Revy. P. Graif and J. T. Hare. 

9. Auditing Committee—Rev. C. W. Maggart and Prof. P. M. 
Fisher. ; 

10. Devotional Committee—Rev. O. C. Miller and Officers of 
Synod. 

11. On Sunday-school Work—Rev. V.G. A. Tressler and Rev. 
Cae lleisler: 

By request of Synod, Rev. Dr. S. B. Barnitz, Western Secretary 
of the Board of Home Missions, addressed the body upon the 
“General Status of our Work in the Field,” after which some 
time was given to a discussion of our mission field in California. 
Remarks were made by Revs. Miller, Tressler, Graif, Heisler, 
Barnitz and Lenker. The following places among others were 
mentioned as having known Lutheran material, and being worthy 
of attention by our church: Stockton, Fresno, Pasa Robles, 
Ferndale, San Bernardino, Riverside, Colton, Redlands, Pasa- 
dena and Santa Rosa. Action was deferred until Home Mission 
Committee should be ready to report. 

Time for adjournment having arrived, the session was closed 
with prayer by Rey. J. N. Lenker. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 


The evening was devoted to Church Extension.- Opening ser- 
vice conducted by Rev. O. C. Miller and Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. 
The Church Extension address was then given by Rey. J. N. 
Lenker, Western Representative of this Board. 


THIRD SESSION. 


SAN Francisco, CAL., FRIDAY, 9 A. M., APRIL 29, 1892. 

Devotional services were led by Rev. Victor G. A. Tressler. 
At 9.30 Synod convened with prayer by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Se. D. 

The roll was called and minutes read and approved. 

On motion an adjournment was taken to allow further time for 
preparation of Committee reports. 

10:30. Synod reconvened at call of President, and listened to 
Reports of Committees. 


Report of Committee No. 7—On Absentees. 

Your Committee report that the papers placed in your hands consist of a 
letter received from Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., giving satisfactory reasons 
for his absence from this convention of Synod. Verbal excuses have also been 
received from Rey. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., and Rev. Wm. Uhl. 

We recommend that these three brethren be excused from attendance at this 
convention of Synod. 

= C. W. HEISLER, 
P. M. FISHER. 


Report of Committee No. 10—Devotional Committee. 


Your Devotional Committee report that they have discharged the duties 
allotted to them. 
OLIVER C. MILLER, and Officers of Synod. 


Report of Committee No. 5—On Letters and Papers. 
Your Committee on Letters and Petitions report that they have received all 
such papers, and placed them in the hands of the proper Committees. 
OLIVER C. MILLER, 
L. W. GROTHEN. 
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Board of Education. 

Dr. S. B. Barnitz, Vice-President of the Board of Education, 
addressed the Synod on the work of the Board, its growth and 
needs. 

On motion, an apportionment of ten cents per member was 
legalized by the Synod of California for Beneficiary Education. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. C. W. Maggart. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 29TH, 1892, 2 P. M. 

After devotional exercises, Synod convened with prayer by 
Rey. Oliver C. Miller. 

Roll was called, and minutes of the morning session read and 
adopted. 

On motion, the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety were granted the hour of 3: 30 p. m. to officially notify the 
Synod of their organization. 


Report of Treasurer. 


The Treasurer’s Report was read and referred to the Auditing 
Committee. 


‘Treasurer’s First Annual Report, Synod of California, 1892. 
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Parochial Reports. 
(See Appendix.) 
On motion a pro rata assessment of ten cents per member was 
levied on the churches for synodical purposes. 
On motion the Secretary was authorized, after the reading of 
parochial reports, to call the roll of churches and ask each pastor 
“Have you raised your apportionment? If not, why not?” 


Resolved, That the Secretary be empowered to prepare and send out with 
the parochial blank, a blank for Report on State of Religion, with suitable 
questions to be answered on public worship, prayer-meetings, family religion, 
Sunday-schools, benevolence and miscellaneous. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 

This report placed in our hands indicates that the President has kept a care- 
ful oversight of the work entrusted to his care. While we sorrow that some 
of our brethren are leaving us for other fields of labor, yet we also rejoice that 
their places are being filled, and new fields are opening and more workers are 
offering themselves for the fields) We would recommend: 

First, That the time-honored custom of installation be adhered to by all 
our pastors and churches. 

Second, That the officers of Synod be hereby empowered to proceed at 
once to have our Synod incorporated under the laws of the State of California. 

Third, That 1,000 copies of the minutes of Synod for last and this year, 
be printed and distributed according to membership of different churches. 

Fourth, We record with pleasure the organization of a Synodical Society 
among our women, and recommend that their proceedings be printed with 
ours. 3 

Fifth, That the Constitution and By-laws of Synod and Synodical Society 
be printed with the minutes. 

Sixth, That in accordance with the Constitution we adopt the By-laws as 
recommended by the President. 

Seventh, That the official acts of the President be, and are hereby ap- 
proved. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cc. W. MAGGART, 
F. C. GUGEL. 


Adopted item by item, and, as a whole. 


Constitutional Amendment. 
Synod was given notice of a proposed Constitutional Amend- 
ment as follows : 


I hereby give notice that at the next meeting of Synod there will be pre- 
sented the following amendment to the Constitution : 
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Art. IV., Sec. 1, of our Constitution be so amended as to read, ‘‘ The officers 
of this Synod shall be a President, a Secretary, an Historian and a Treasurer, 
the last of whom may be a layman.” 

And that under Art. V., Sec. 4, there be added, prescribing the duties of 
Historian as follows: “He shall collect all statistics attainable of each of the 
churches, keep an historical record of the organization of the churches and 
Synod, and all the important events in the history and progress of each of the 
churches of the Synod, and shall render a report at each Convention of Synod.” 

O. C. MILLER. 


The special time for the presentation of the work of the Board 
of Church Extension having arrived, the Synod was addressed by 
the Board’s Western Secretary, Rev. J. N. Lenker. 

Synod then listened to the report of the organization of the 
Synodical Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, pre- 
sented by Mrs. S. E. B. Myers. 


It was resolved that, 


““We have listened with pleasure to the remarks of Mrs. Myers, President 
of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society of the Synod of Cali- 
fornia, and that we, as members of this Synod, will use our best efforts for the 
furtherance of the woman’s work in our respective fields.” 


Committee on the Minutes of the General Synod. 


Your Committee after carefully examining the Minutes of the General Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, held at Lebanon, Pa., May 20-29, 1891, 
would respectfully submit the following: 

I. Judging not simply from the glowing columns of the Church papers, 
which at the time dilated upon the enthusiasm and rare unity of sentiment and 
action, and brilliancy and greatness of the Lebanon Convention, but looking 
mainly at the statistical figures and mere business routine as set forth in these 
Minutes, we find that that hour was indeed an epoch-making one in the’ his- 
tory of our particular Zion in this country. 

The roll-call of delegates, lay and clerical, outnumbered any previous show- 
ing. 

The reports of the Benevolent Boards were a revelation in the way of an 
advance in the grace of giving. By comparing the results of 1868 with 1891, 
the percentage of improvement in this respect stood forth in sharp and grati- 
fying contrast. Home Missions, Church Extension, Foreign Missions and the 
Board of Education, gave to the General Synod a thrill of elation over the 


many-sided facts of progress. 
HOME MISSIONS, 


~ According to the Secretary’s report, 135 missions have been aided by the’ 
Board during the last two years, to the extent of $77,054.90, and 1 51 workers 


® 
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supported in these varied and highly promising fields. In view of the 
augumented demands and the splendid outlook, $40,0co per annum were ap- 
portioned to be raised by the twenty-six or twenty-seven District Synods. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS, 


Here the mass of facts and figures was no less inspiring, setting forth the 
work accomplished in India and Africa. Along the lines of the Zenana de- 
partment brilliant success has been achieved, and the Arthur G. Watts Me- 
morial College is a monument of wise beneficence. The total receipts for the 
last two years amounted to the grand sum of $97,543.92. $35,000 annually 
was the amount set apart on the apportionment. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


This branch of service has been pushing on with great vigor, as the data 
furnished quite amply proved. Seventy-five congregations were assisted in 
point of loans and donations to the amount of $38,453.61. The itemized 
statements show a marvel of progress and activity. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION, 


The financial exhibit is reassuring. The affairs of Midland College at 
Atchison, Kan., and of Carthage College, Illinois, deserve the fullest attention 
and interest. Augustus Kountze’s munificent offer of $150,000 for the plant- 
ing of a Western Theological Seminary at Omaha, Neb., was hailed with a 
storm of applause and a Pentecostal experience. It is devoutly hoped that 
this magnificent gift may be realized. 


WOMAN’S HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The achievement of this noble band of workers is most noteworthy. From 
their first contribution to that of the last their results have been remarkably 
fine and high. At their first biennial meeting $7,007.93 were reported, and at 
the last $36,244.16, and since their organization a grand total of $139,971.19 
has been raised. Under their auspices 584 auxiliary societies are in a flourish- 
ing condition, and it is fervently hoped that many more will be organized in 
due time. 

In view of the instructions of General Synod we would recommend the fol- 
lowing: 

I. That we urge our congregations to organize Auxiliary Societies wherever 
such have not yet been founded. 

2. That we call special attention to the worth and helpfulness of the J7/7s- 
stonary Yournal as an important adjunct to mission interest and work. 

3. That we approve the request for an increased amount of apportionment 
in behalf of the different Boards. 

4. That we observe with fitting services the Day of Prayer for Colleges, giv- 
ing emphasis to the urgent need of the important work of the Board of Edu- 
cation, and taking up a special offering thereto. 

5. That we lay particular stress on the necessity, of increasing the number of 
candidates for our Christian ministry. 
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6. That we heartily appreciate the joy felt by the General Synod over the 
organization of the California and the Rocky Mountain Synods. 

7. The growth of the Lutheran Church has indeed been phenomenal and 
unprecedented. The gains in churches, and membership and development of the 
grace of giving since 1868, read more like chapters of romance or transcripts of 
the history of apostolic days, than a real picture of latter-day events. These 
facts being plain and undisputed, we would commend to your kind action the 
foregoing considerations. : 
PHILIP GRAIF, 
JOSEPH T. HARE, 
Report adopted as a whole. 

Adjourned with prayer by Bro. Smyser. 


FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 1892, 9 :30 A. M. 
Devotional exercises led by Rev. J. S. Moser. 
Synod convened with prayer by Rev. C. W. Heisler. 


Vacant Charges. 
Rev. Heisler reported that the church at Los Angeles would be 
vacant May ist, but would be supplied by Rev. J. S. Moser. 


Reception of German Lutheran Ministers. 

Inasmuch as a Synodical organization of the German Lutheran ministers on 
this coast, in sympathy with the General Synod, has not been effected; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That we invite our German Lutheran brethren of the ministry with 
their congregations in this State, who are in full sympathy with us in doctrine 
and life, to unite with this California Synod. 


Sabbath Observance. 


In view of the growing disregard of the Christian Sabbath, and the arrogant 
and determined efforts of its enemies to destroy its sanctity and effectually se- 
cure its flagrant desecration; therefore, 

Lesolved, 1. That this body hereby expresses its profound regard and unal- 
terable loyalty to this sacred institution, and rejoices and will co-operate in all 
proper efforts to preserve it inviolable as the Christian rest-day. 

2. That we petition Congress to grant no loan or appropriation to the . 
World’s Columbian Exposition, except on the distinctly-expressed condition 
that said Exposition shall be closed on Sundays. 
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3. That our Secretary be instructed to communicate these resolutions to 
Hons. Leland Stanford and Charles N. Felton, our State Senators, and to Hon. 
John Tyler Cutting, representing this district in Congress. 


Apportionment for Synodical Year, 1892-1893. 
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Auditing Committee’s Report. 
Your Auditing Committee would respectfully report that we have examined 
the books of the Treasurer and vouchers, and find them to agree. 
C. W. MAGGART, 
P. M. FISHER. 


“Golden Gate Lutheran.” 


Resolved, That this Synod commend the Golden Gate Lutheran for the 
good it has done on this coast in spreading General Synod Lutheranism. 

Resolved, That Reys. Graif, Maggart and Tressler are hereby appointed a 
Committee to confer with Rev. O. C. Miller, editor of Golden Cate Lutheran, 
as to publishing a monthly paper, representing all the charges of this Synod, 
with power to act. 


Representatives of Church Boards. 


WHEREAS, Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions and Vice-President of the Board of Education, and Rev. J. N. 
Lenker} Western Secretary of the Board of Church Extension, have together 
attended our convention throughout with marked devotion to our interests, 
and uttered such wise and inspiring words to us in our work; therefore, 

Resolved, That we have heard these representatives of the Boards with 
decided pleasure and profit. 

Resolved, That we profoundly rejoice at the increased gifts to the Boards. 

Resolved, That we pledge our hearty co-operation with the Boards, and that 
we will put forth every effort to raise at least our full apportionment. 

In view of the great power of the saloon and its influence in our State for 
evil; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this Synod and its members use every means in our power to 
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stay the tide of King Alcohol in our midst, and .lend our influence to sweep 
the monster from our shores. 


C. W. MAGGART. 


Report of Committee No. 3—On Minutes of Last Synod of 
California. 

Your Committee has examined the manuscript copy of the Minutes of Cal- 
ifornia Synod of 1891, and calls the attention of Synod to the following reso- 
lutions : 

1. Resolution requesting the purchase of books for Treasurer and Secretary. 
Has this been attended to? 

2. Resolution that seal be prepared for the Synod. Has it been done? 

3. Resolution that three copies of minutes be prepared in typewriting and 
handed to the officers of Synod. Have the officers received such transcripts? 

4. Resolutions that Synod be incorporated. Have articles of incorporation 
been taken out? V. G. A. TRESSLER} 

L. W. GROTHER. 


Response to Queries. 


No. 1. No money in treasury to make the purchases. 
Nowe: Yes. 

No. 3. No. 

No. 4. Owing to expense, it has not been done. 


Resolved, That both Secretary and Treasurer be authorized to get suitable 
books, drawing on the treasury for requisite funds. 

Resolved, That order be drawn on Treasury for expense of seal. 

Resolved, That the President and Secretary be empowered to take out arti- 


cles of incorporation for the Synod, drawing on Treasurer for the expense in- 
volved. 


Committee on the State of Religion. 


Your Committee on the State of Religion would respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing : 

The contents of the parochial reports and other sources of information lead 
us to believe that our congregations are all in a highly prosperous condition. 
Perhaps no Synod can show a more satisfactory record along all lines of church 
work. Though some lament partial failure in raising the full apportionment, 
the grace of giving is being conscientiously cultivated. In point of church 
architecture, we seem to have reached an excellent standard, as evidenced in 
sanctuaries of tasteful design, which are quite nicely and comfortably furnished. 
But even better than material progress is our spiritual status—brethren dwell- 
ing in the bonds of peaceful brotherhood, and a general lifting of the tone of 
practical piety. Catechisation receives emphasis and deserved recognition. 
An inspiring omen is the founding of a Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission- 
ary Synodical Society, and the vigor with which Young People’s Societies are 
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being nurtured and developed, and the wide-spread circulation which the J/is- 
stonary Fournal is richly enjoying. There are unquestionably dark shadows 
also, here and there, but the lights clearly predominate. 

PHILIP GRAIF, 
JAS. T. HARE. 


Resolutions on Rev. Heisler. 


Wuereas, Rey. C. W. Heisler has resigned his work at Los Angeles to take 
work at Colorado Springs, Colo., thus severing his connection with this Synod; 

Resolved, That we part with him with heartfelt sorrow, and pray the divine 
blessing upon him in his new field of labor. 

feesolved, That we place on record our high appreciation of him as a 
brother beloved, and of his most successful work as founder and first pastor 
of the Los Angeles Mission, as also an efficient factor in the organization of 
this Syned, and shall ever cherish the memory of his connection and co-opera- 
tio with us. 

/-esolued, Vhat he be requested to bear the greetings of this Synod to the 
Rocky Mountain Synod. 


Report 0: Home Mission Committee. 


Your Committee on Home Missions respectfully submit the following tabu- 
lated statement of the condition of the Missions in the bounds of this Synod: 
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We recommend: ; 

1. That we hear with satisfaction the encouraging reports and present con- 
dition of the missions. 

2. That in view of the various openings presenting themselves where work 
could be inaugurated, and yet which do not justify the entire labors of one 
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man at present, we request the Board of Home Missions to appoint one or 

more district missionaries for California, the Board to confer with the Advisory 

Committee of this Synod as to points and details of plan. 

3. The Committee has entailed an expense of $12.50 for its services. 
OLIVER -C. MILLER, 
C. W. HEISLER, 
WILLIAM MOLLER. 


Resolution on Loan to Oakland Church. 


Your Committee on Church Extension, having carefully considered the mat- 
ter, move that this Synod heartily endorse, under the existing circumstances, 
the application of the First English Lutheran church of Oakland, Cal., to the 
Board of Church Extension of the General Synod, for a loan of five thousand 
dollars; and that the Secretary transmit this resolution in time for action at 
the May meeting of the Board. OLIVER €. MILLER, 

C. W. HEISLER, 
WILLIAM MOLLER. 


On motion, each pastor was requested, when minutes are re- 
ceived, to take a collection for the Synodical Fund. 


Printing of Minutes. 


Resolved, That a page of our printed minutes be given to the publication of 
the Lutheran Statistics in stereotype form at our Publication House. 

That the second page of cover be given to the corporate names and titles of 
our General Synod and Auxiliary Societies. 

That the last page of cover be given to Midland College. 

That the pictures of the churches at San Francisco, Los Angeles and Sacra- 
mento, be printed in the minutes as the places where the first, second and third 
sessions of Synod were held. 


Church Papers. 


Kesolved, That we heartily commend to our people our church papers. 


Resolution of Thanks. 


Moved that the President of Synod be instructed to return thanks publicly 
to the pastor, council and ladies of this church, for their cordial welcome and 
entertainment of this Synod. 


Adjourned with prayer by Rey. J. S. Moser. 
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SIXTH. SESSION. 


2 P. M., SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH, 1892. 

Synod opened with prayer by Rev. P. Graif. 

Minutes of previous session read and adopted. 

The following committees were appointed : 

State of Churches and Religion.—Rev. P. Graif and V. G. A. 
Tressler. 

Minutes of This Year's Synod—Revs. J. S. Moser and C. W. 
Maggart. 

Farochial Reports.—Revs. C. W. Maggart and O. C. Miller. 


FIRST » ENGLISH -LVTH! N vi ni 
CORHEAD aro COXHEAD” ARCHES SY ENTO: 


Next Convention. 


By invitation of the First English Lutheran Church of Sacra- 
mento, the next session of Synod will convene at Sacramento, 
California, on the second Wednesday evening after Easter. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by President Hoskinson, to meet 
in Ministerium. 
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After adjournment of Ministerium, Synod reconvened, and 
finally adjourned with prayer to meet on the second Wednesday 
after Easter, 1893, in the First English Evangelical Lutheran 
church, Sacramento, California. 


I certify that the foregoing is a correct report of the proceed- 
ings of the first annual convention of the Synod of California of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, held in the First English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran church of San Francisco, Cal., Rev. O. C. Miller, 
pastor, April 27th to May tst, 1892. 

VICTOR G. A. TRESSLER, Secretary. 


MINISTERIUM. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 
SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 1892, 1:30 P. M. 
The Ministerium of the Synod of California opened with prayer 
by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D. 
Rey. C. W. Maggart was elected Secretary pro tem. 


Report of Committee on Licensure and Ordination. 


The Committee on Licensure and Ordination made the follow- 
ing report : 

I. That they have carefully examined the papers, sermons, etc., placed in 
their hands by Licentiate Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, and in addition to this have 
had a personal conference with him, with highly satisfactory results. We 
hereby recommend that he be ordained to the holy ministry. 

2. That Mr. H. Gehrcke has also appeared before your Committee and sus- 
tained satisfactory examination upon the points required by your Constitution. 
We recommend his licensure for one year. C. W. HEISLER, 

W.S. HOSKINSON, 
Committee. 

Adopted as a whole. 

On motion the time for the licensure and ordination was set 
for the following Lord’s Day, morning service, May ist, 1892. 

Adjourned with prayer by Rev. O. C. Miller. 

C. W. MAGGART, Secretary. 
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STATISTICS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Lutherans in all Lands. 


E|/e| gf 
B S Om 
EUROPE. a a E iS 
® a Fo 
a g chee 

Germany ROAD Ca BOB TU OO OHO HD 15,550) 20,450) 28,369,000 

Denmark 1,789) 1,997! 1,769,582 

SWedeMissicleicecie crn sielnatstecrateusie 2,418} 2,108! 4,677,176 

INOT WAY: < 0 cite noe siaicniaeicncie sie 869 960 1,795, 314 

CO lAN Gl eemctste et latateleole'saiereileisie'= 180} 300 70 ,000 

Faroe Islands .......-.+-++-+- 22 22 11, 221 

Finland, Russia.........-.+++ 800) 1,002 2,176,421 

Poland, Russia. ...-.c.0-2+ 72 104 300,000 

Remaining Russia, .......-.. §20| 1,132] 2,551,403 

AUBUTIA 056 ese neecerceswnese 183 523 292,366 

Hungary ...-- seceee-ceeeeees 718) 1,162) 1,180,150 

IBYAMCO his oieleis\e ais cisiols wis18: e010 oie 124 95 80,655 

Netherlands... 67) 58 73,696 

Great Britain 26 48 30,000 

italy emis cee 12 13 9,000 

Roumania. .....-..---s secre: 11 11 6,776 

Servid smncn. 1 il 300 

Bulgaria 1 1 120 

Switzerland........sees.eee. 8 9 11,098 

Heligoland.........--.ssse4-+ 1] 1 1,913 
Total in Europe........-..- 23,322! 30,207! 43,357,688 

ASIA 

PAlEStiW Cire = sccieinate eiele/e1e cleie 15 9 700 

EPINGOOStAM «ices cists oiisiece sieleins« 134 86 67,925 

(GHMITEB ap penooanecoscanDcUdonn 26 18 4,679 

Asiatic Russia......-scecseess 18 19 12,000 

On Black Sea.........cecceeee 5 5 8,716 

OTIONEL a aeericsc inet steittoveinotels us 7 1,948 
Total IMA Sida. os ose xem ata 205 144 90,969 

AFRICA 

North Africa, Egypt......... 2 2 870 

North Africa, Algeria........ 10 23 5,000 

WV CSP TANRICA mies case vice semesters 40 20 9,264 

SOUP AWAMEN CRY catetralar tale etaietacate 209| 158 58,893 

South Africa, Colonists....... 24 29 22,170 

Hast tAtried. 0. sii. s ccs vince eine 10 4 140 

Central AgniCajerecjateretisievelejers:s il 2 100 

MAA Ay ASCAT nai sereiolatatarietene cle rate 42 404 40,000 
Potal in Atricajae ces scar 848] 642) 130,437 

OCEANICA. 

Australia, Colonists.......... 76; 252 100,000 

Australia, Foreign Missions. . 10 7 281 

New Zealand......... 14 14 10,643 

Hawaiian Islands 1 4 1,000 

BOWE Ocarastate aicnialutis <inete leis ave 9 6 1,068 

SuUMAtrar cece cei 17 15 12,450 

New Guinea...... 5 4 130 

Feejee Islands . 1 1 100 

Samoa Islands... 1 1 127 
Total in Oceanica..... .... 1341 304! 125,694 

NORTH AMERICA. 

United States and Canada....) 4,830) 8,601) 6,600,000 

Greonlandhrins caves cesses 15 ) 

WF. d 508 12 10,000 
Gsuslingdiess\. caverta cement 3 4 1,500 
Total in North America. ... 4,848! 8.617! 6,611,500 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

epon ene Republic...... 2 5 6,000 
MPGUZ A leiatevekersiere slo e) 40 

British/Guianae...sc.ccces sc 1 * oe 

(Ghat DUA a caticodrcie cera cece B} 6 4,000 

Parapiayacune oobi eesc seen 0 0 350) 

ULUGUAY tixeecccs ein ner caren 1 1 1,400 

WenezilelayyascssmantenG econ 1 1 1,000 
Total in South America .... 48 72 98,250 

SUMMARY. 

EUTOpO v.00 esse eeeeeeeeeees 23,322) 80,207) 43,357,688 

BBB eae eee ete eee teen ene sane 205| 144 90,969 

i TCA iio clejaioiaielelwstave eile merece oi 348 642 136,437 
COANICA ee cieas cisie/cie sien felsisls ae 134) 304 125,694 

North America .... ......... 4,848) 8,617) 6,611,500 

5) > A ’ 

MouthvAmonica cea sneeee een 48 72 98,250 

Jewish Missions........ S0n0e 20 28). west hn 

Total in World............. 28,925! 40,009! 50,420,538 


Lutherans in all Languages. 


The Lutheran is a church of man 
guages. The latest statistics sho 
of her baptized membership throu 
the world 32,000,000 speak German, : 
000 Swedish, 2,500,000 Norwegian, 
000 Danish, 2,048,000 Finnish, 1,2 
English, 1,118,000 Hungarian, 6 
Livonian, 480,000 Courlandish, 2 
Esthonian, 80,000 French, 70,00¢ 
landic, 48,000 Bohemian, and tl 
every other civilized tongue she i 
represented. The Lutheran Cl 
though taking its origin in Ger 
knows no fatherland or mother tc 
She is at home everywhere. 


Lutherans in the United States 


In the United States, the Lut 
Church is doing Christian work in t 
different languages, and has 4,830. 
ters, 8,601 churches, and 1,111,683 
municant members, twenty-four 
logical seminaries, twenty - five co 


| forty-eight seminaries and acad 


fifty-seven orphan homes and hos 
and 144 church papers, of which 
nine are English, fifty-four Germa: 
enteen Swedish, fourteen Norw 
four Danish, three Finnish, on 
landic, and two French. 


26 Lutheran Foreign Missionary Sa 
report as follows: 


Stations, 357; foreign workers, 4 
dained and 260 lay : native worke! 
ordained and 38,246 lay; female we 
173; baptized members, 188,020; s« 
1,437; scholars, 66,742; native cor 
tions, $25,253.08; income, $881,§ 
fields of work—Africa, India, San 
Islands, China, Abyssinia, Pol) 
Greenland, South America. 


Growth of English Lutheran 


The General Synod, the pione¢ 
strength of English Lutheranisr 
had a rapid growth, as will be see! 
the folowing figures, although les 
half of the members remained in h 
nection in 1867 after the unfortun 
vision :— 


Com: 

Year. Ministers. Churches. - 
SZ Somerset cei rern steve 2 13 350 
SGA rate aaterataltie eet acodc sit) 1825 
USO 7c ccplecercnse asconts 579 944 
ISOS) ca sicneelecrsieiee efoeies 572 956 

TSO wecusanwrts --..1002 1450 | 

JeaN. LEN] 


Norr.—Many pastors have had the aboy 
inserted in their local secular papers. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Woman's Synodical Home and Foreign Missionary Society, 


HELD IN 


San Francisco, on April 28th, 1892. 


Early in April, Mrs. Philip Graif, of Oakland, and Mrs. John 
Everding, of San Francisco, issued a joint circular letter to the 
members of the various Missions of the Evangelical English 
Lutheran Church in the State, requesting them to meet in con- 
vention, during the sitting of the Synod of California, in San 
Francisco. 

As the result of this invitation, a meeting was held in the par- 
lors of the First English Lutheran church of San Francisco, on 
the afternoon of Thursday, April 28th, 1892. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Everding, who stated 
briefly that the object for which the meeting had been called was 
the formation of a Synodical Missionary Society, and upon her 
nomination Mrs. Susan E. Bittle Myers was appointed chairman, 
and Miss Minnie K. Love, secretary pro tem. 

The usual opening exercises were then conducted by Mrs. 
Everding and Mrs. Myers, after which the roil was called for the 
purpose of ascertaining what members were present from the 
various missionary societies that had been organized among the 
churches throughout the State. Three of these were found to 
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have delegates present, namely, Los Angeles, Oakland and San 
Francisco. ats 

The delegate from Los Angeles reported that their Society had 
been in active operation for a period of six years, and was now 
looking forward most hopefully to the future prospects of the 
organization. 

The delegate from Oakland stated that the Society there was 
still juvenile, and while the period of its existence was only twelve 
months, reported the outlook as very encouraging. 

San Francisco gave an account of the formation of their So- 
ciety, three months ago. 

Delegates presented their credentials, and were duly received. 

After these, a Young Peoples’ Society was reported from San 
Diego, which unfortunately was without a representative at the 
convention. 

Sacramento, San José and San Diego then reported that steps 
had been taken for the purpose of organizing a Missionary Society 
in each of these places. 

It being advisable to frame a Constitution for the Society, the 
chairwoman appointed a committee of three for this purpose, 
namely, Mrs. J. Everding, Mrs. Philip Graif, and Mrs. W. H. 
Moller, who at once retired, and while the committee was so em- 
ployed a recess was taken. 

On the return of the committee, they recommended the Con- 
stitution framed by the Synodical Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society of Maryland, which they presented, should be adopted. 
This Constitution was then read by the chairwoman, and was 
adopted as the basis of that of the Society, only such alterations 
being made as were necessary in designating the place of meet- 
ing and hour most suitable to the needs of the Society. 

The next business before the meeting being the election of 
officers, Mrs. Graif proposed Mrs. Myers as President for the 
ensuing year. The nomination being accepted, she was unani- 
mously elected to the position, after which Mrs. Myers, in thank- 
ing the Convention for the honor bestowed, said: 

“Dear sisters of the Synodical Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 


Society, I sincerely appreciate the honor that you have conferred upon me by 
my election as your first President. JI feel it to be a tribute to the memory of 
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the distinguished Lutheran ministers, with whom it was my privilege to labor 
for many years in the Lutheran Church. Both were devoted to its best inter- 
ests, and their noble souls ardently desired to see the establishment of an 
English Lutheran Church in California. One sleeps where the stormy, restless 
Atlantic unceasingly chants his requiem; the other, in the lonely grave in 
Shasta, the first Lutheran minister to find his last repose in California. Let us 
believe that their souls are rejoicingly with us to-day, bringing us inspiration 
from the courts of heaven, and bearing thither our prayers for divine assist- 
ance. I shall endeavor to serve you to the best of my ability, relying upon 
our Saviour for His blessing in our labors.” 5 

Mrs. John Everding was on unanimous vote elected First Vice 
President. 

Mrs. Dr. Hoskinson, of Sacramento, Second Vice-President. 
Mrs. Maggart, of San Diego, Third Vice-President. 

Miss Minnie R. Love, of San Francisco, Recording Secretary. 
Mrs. W. H. Moller, of Oakland, Corresponding Secretary. 
Mrs. Philip Graif, of Oakland, Treasurer. 

Mrs. Miller, of San Francisco, Mrs. Maggart, of San Diego, 
Mrs. Zabriskie, of San José, and Mrs.S. A. Garrett, of Los Angeles, 
to form the Committee on Literature. 

The motto proposed and adopted by the Society was, “She 
hath done what she could.” 

Mrs. C. W. Heisler was then requested by the President to fur- 
nish information concerning the work in Los Angeles, and in 
response gave a most interesting account of the work that had 
been accomplished by their Society during the six years that it 
had been in existence, furnishing many valuable suggestions for 
the guidance of the associated Societies. Several interesting re- 
ports followed, illustrating the state of the various missions, and 
other religious interests, which were highly oppreciated. Mrs. 
Heisler urged each member to subscribe for the Mdzsstonary Jour- 
nal, as a means of education on the work that the Society had 
before it, and likewise of quickening their interest by seeing the 
progress of kindred Societies. 

The President then read a letter from Mrs. Dr. Hamma, re- 
gretting her inability to attend the meeting, but sending her 
greeting and assuring the members that, though absent in body, 
she was still present in spirit with the Convention. 

The thanks of the Society were then returned to the President 
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by a rising vote, after which a hymn was sung, and the meeting 
dismissed after prayer by Mrs. Myers. 
MINNIE R. LOVE, 


Recording Secretary. 


Addresses of Officers. 

President—Mrs. Susan E. Bittle Myers, 528 Eleventh St., 
Oakland. 

First Vice-President—Mrs. John Everding, 2116 Mason St., 
San Francisco. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs. C. W. Maggart, San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. 

Third Vice-President—Mrs. Dr. Hoskinson, Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia. 

Recording Secretary—Miss Minnie R. Love, 608 Grove St., 
San Francisco. 

Corresponding Secretory—Mrs. Wm. H. Moller, Prospect Ave., 
Oakland. 

Treasurer—Mts. Philip Graif, 209 Eighth St., Oakland. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. O. C. Miller, 2402 Bush St., San 
Francisco ; Mrs. C. W. Maggart, San Diego; Mrs. Louise Za- 
-briskie, Home of Benevolence, San José; Mrs. S. A. Garrett, 
Ninth & Broadway Sts., Los Angeles. 


Constitution of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the California Synod. 


ARTICLE I. 


NAME, 
This association shall be called the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 


ARTICLE II. 
AIM. 

It shall be the aim of this Society to promote the organization of Home and 
Foreign Missionary Societies in all the churches of the Synod, to disseminate 
missionary intelligence, to cultivate a missionary spirit, and to engage and 
unite the efforts of Christian women in supporting missions and missionaries 
‘and erecting churches and other buildings under the control of the General 
Society. 

ARTICLE IIL. 
MEMBERSHIP. 
All women who are members of Auxiliary Societies, or pay the sum of one 
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dollar annually, shall be members of this Society. The payment of ten dollars 
at one time shall constitute life membership in the General Society. Gentle- 
men may become honorary members of this Society by the payment of one 
dollar annually, or honorary life members of the General Society by the pay- 
ment of ten dollars at one time into the General Fund. 


ARTICLE IV. 


OFFICERS. 

SECTION I. The Officers shall consist of a President, three Vice-Presidents, 
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Src. 2. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and super- 
vise its general work. 

SEC. 3. The Vice-Presidents in order shall preside at all meetings in the 
absence of the President and co-operate with her in furthering the work. 
They shall supervise the work of the Conferences in which they reside, and 
preside at the Conference meetings. 

SEC. 4. The Recording Secretary shall give due notice of the meetings of 
the Synodical Committee and the annual meetings of the Society, and keep a 
record of both. She shall also prepare the minutes of the annual convention 
for publication under the direction of the President. 

Sec. 5. The Corresponding Secretary shall under the direction of the 
Synodical Committee conduct the correspondence of the Society, present to 
the annual convention a written statistical statement of the work during the 
year, and make an annual report to the Corresponding Secretary of the Gen- 
eral Society. ’ 

Src. 6. The Treasurer shall receive the funds forwarded by the Auxiliary 
Societies, credit them to their respective Societies, and remit them quarterly 
to the Treasurer of the General Society, ‘at the same time sending an itemized 
report of these remittances to the Corresponding Secretary of the Synodical 
Society. She shall also have charge of and keep an account of the funds 
raised for the incidental expenses of the Society, and pay out the same. only 
on written orders of the President. She shall also present a written report 
for the annual meeting of the Society. 


ARTICLE V. 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEES. 


These Committees shall consist of the Vice-President residing in each 
Conference, with the Secretaries and Treasurer of her appointment. It 
shall be the duty of these Committees to endeavor to increase the efficiency 
of the Societies in their respective Conferences, organize new Societies wher- 
ever practicable, and to send quarterly reports to the President, and make an 
annual report to the Convention. 


ARTICLE VI. 
LITERATURE. 
There shall be a Committee on Literature whose duty it shall be to co- 
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operate with the General Literature Committee, and furnish Auxiliary So- 
cieties with missionary intelligence in the form of tracts, periodicals, copies 
of missionary letters, etc. 
ARTICLE VII. 
ELECTIONS. 
SECTION 1. Officers shall be elected at the close of each annual Convention. 
Src. 2. Officers of this Society, Auxiliary Delegates, members of Standing 
Committees, and officers and members of the Executive Committee of the 
General Society, shall have a right to vote. 
ARTICLE VIII. 


INCIDENTAL FUNDS. 

The incidental expenses of the Synodical Society shall be defrayed by the 
payment of five cents per member from each Auxiliary Woman’s and Young 
People’s Society, and one dollar, when practicable, from each Children’s Band. 

ARTICLE IX. 
QUARTERLY REPORTS. 

This Society shall require that Corresponding Secretaries of Auxiliary 
Societies shall send quarterly reports to the Synodical Corresponding Secretary, 
and Auxiliary Treasurers remit contributions with itemized reports quarterly 
to the Synodical Treasurer. 

ARTICLE X. 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 

Woman’s Societies, Young People’s Societies and Children’s Bands auxil- 
iary to this Society may be formed by their members adopting the Constitu- 
tions prepared respectively by these Auxiliaries, and contributing to the objects 
under the General Society and the incidental expenses of this Society. 

ARTICLE XI. 
MEETINGS. 

The annual convention shall be held the week during the meeting of Synod, 

and at such a place as shall be decided by the previous Convention. 
ARTICLE XII. 
BY-LAWS. 


This Society may make any By-Laws that do not conflict with this Constitu- 
tion. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
AMENDMENTS. 


This Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting of this Society 
by a two-thirds vote. 
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By-Laws. 

1. The time of meeting of this Society shall be on Thursday of the week 
during the meeting of Synod. 

2. The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, three Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, and a Treasurer, all 
residing in the same place, with the exception of two of the Vice-Presidents, 
who shall be selected one from each section other than that in which the rest 
of the officers are located. The officers residing near or in the same place 
shall meet quarterly. 

3. Each of the Auxiliary Woman’s and Young People’s Societies within 
the bounds of the Synod contributing five cents per member, and Children’s 
Bands within the same bounds contributing one dollar annually to the contin- 
gent fund of said society, shall be entitled to two voting delegates at annual 
Conventions. 

4. Each Auxiliary Society may send one delegate to the annual Con- 
vention of the Synodical Society. 

5. The chairman of each delegation shall report verbally, or in writing, or 
cause to be reported at annual Convention, the general work and condition of 
their Societies. 

6. A synodical delegate may be sent to each Biennial Convention of the 
General Society. 

7. The financial year shall close after the last meeting of each Society in 
March, and all funds be forwarded to the Treasurer before the twentieth of 
that month. ; , 

8. At each annual Convention the President shall appoint an Auditing Com- 
mittee to examine the Treasurer’s books and report to the Convention. 

g. All members of Standing Committees shall be considered as delegates to 
the annual Convention. 

10. Each Auxiliary Society, when possible, shall subscribe twenty-five cents 
annually for tracts to be furnished by the Literature Committee. 
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OF THE 


SECOND: ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE GENERAL.SYNOD 


OF THE 


LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, 


CONVENED IN 


SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, 


APRIL ath to 16th, 893 


ALSO, A SYNOPSIS 
OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Synodical W. H. & F. M. Society 


HELD AT 


SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 14th and 15th, 1893. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 


1893. 


TIMES AND PLACES OF MEETING SINCE THE ORGANIZATION ¢ 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


No. Time. ; Place. 
1. . . March 31st to April 2d, 1891 . . . . Los Angeles. 
2... .April.27th to May 1st, 1892 .*... ./San Francisco. 
3°. {. . April 12th to 16th; 78935. |... 2 S Saeramenta, 


THE FOURTH CONVENTION. 


flace—San Diego, California. 
Time—April 4th, 1894. 


ENG. LUTHERAN: CHURCH- = gore 
SAN pica CAL 
-W HEBDARD-AR(HITE(T- 


_ synodical Calendar, 1893-94. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rev. PHILIP GRAIF, 
722 Seventeenth St., Oakland, California. 


SECRETARY. 

Rev. C. W. MAGGART, 
1425 Fifth St., San Diego, California. 
TREASURER. 

Mr. JOHN EVERDING, 


2116 Mason St., San Francisco, California. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


HOME MISSIONS. 


Rey. Puivip GRalr, Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., 
Mr. Wm. MOoLter. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Rev. Puitie Gralr, Rev. C. W. Maccart, 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 


Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, _ Rev. M. H. Sting, 
Rev. J. S. Moser. 


EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., 
Rev. M. H. Srine. 


STATE OF CHURCHES AND RELIGION. 


Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, ‘Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D. 


PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


Rev. M. H. Sting, Rey. C. W. Maccart, 
Pror. F. P. Davison. 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. © 


Rev. J. S. Moser, Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
Rev. Cuas. F. OEHLER. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


THIRD MEETING 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


CONVENED IN 


Sacramento, Cal., April 12-16, 1893. 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., 
APRIL 12, 1893, 7: 30 P. M. 

The Third Annual Meeting of the Synod of California met in 
the First English Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sacramento, 
California. 

Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, President of Synod, preached the open- 
ing sermon from Luke xix. 13: ‘Occupy till I come ;” theme, 
“Christian Commerce.” 


FIRST SESSION. 


THuRSDAY, APRIL 13, 1893, 9 A. M. 
After a half hour’s service of devotion led by the President of 
Synod, the first session was opened with prayer by Rev. W. S. 
Hoskinson. 
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The clerical roll was called, and absentees noted. The roll 
of pastorates was then called, credentials of lay delegates were 
received, and their names enrolled. 


New Members. 
The following new members were received on certificates of 
dismission from other Synods : 
Rev. M. H. Stine, from East Pennsylvania Synod. 
Rev. Charles F. Oehler, from Wartburg Synod. 
Rev. H. E. J. Ongerth, from Wartburg Synod. 


Synodical Roll. 


CLERICAL ROLL, RESIDENCE, Lay DELEGATES, 


77|Rev.S.S.Sptecher,D.D. EL.D.@ e.|San Diego, Cal.........- No charge. 
2'Rev. Wm. Uhl, a. €.....+++++ -|Los Angeles, Cal... No charge. : 
3/Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D... San Francisco, Cal....../Mr. John Everding. 


4 Rev. W. S. Hoskinson. Sc. D. ....|Sacramento, Cal. .....-- Mr. Wm. Demeritt. 
5!Rev. Philip Graif ...........0++-+- Oakland, Cal. .......... Mr. Wm. Moller. 

6 Rev. C. W. Maggart.....--+00+--+ San’ Diego, Cal. ...+.+.- Prof. F. P. Davidson, a. e. 
7 RevaJnS: Moseris.icteesspiuscewss Campbells, Cal ......... No charge. 

8 Rev. V. G. A. Tressler......+----+ Dale) SEs) Calelsn iets sie s ese W. H. Hopple. 

9 Rev. Charles F. Oehler ......-.... Sacramento, Cal. ....... Fred. Lothhammer. 
ro Rev. H. FE. J. Ongerth............ Alameda, Cal. 

tz'Rev. M..H. Stine... .).5.... 00.00 Los Angeles, Cal.......- Wm. Bosbyshell, a. e. 
TaVReve Elo GherkGnvic cis vice slbin seicieseieret San Francisco, Cal. 


a. e. Absent and excused. 


President’s Report. 
The President read the report of his official acts during the 
synodical year, and it was referred to the proper committee. 


My Dear Brethren: Thesecond year of our history as a Synod is completed, 
and we gather to look over the record of our work and get new inspiration for 
the future. Considering the past and present, we have much to be grateful 
for, and can all take courage. 

Another year opens before us, full of privilege and opportunity. Let us 
enter upon it with renewed zeal and a determination to do great things for the 
Master, in whose name we come together and for whose glory we labor. 


DISMISSALS. 


Early in June we gave a letter dismissing Rev. C. W. Heisler to the Rocky 
Mountain Synod, he having taken charge of the Colorado Springs mission. 

June 27th we received word from Mr. C. F. Marwedel that the Rey. O. C. 
Miller had resigned the San Francisco church, to take effect July 1st. Some 
time later we gave Bro. Miller a letter of dismissal to the Southwest Virginia 
Synod, he having taken charge at Roanoke, Va. 
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ACCESSIONS, 


September 30th we received word that Rev. Dr. Hamma, a member of this 
Synod, but then residing in Washington, D. C., had been called to the pastor- 
ate of the San Francisco church, and had accepted the call. We are glad to 
hear of the return of our brother to this coast and to take up this important 
work. 

August 2d we received a letter from Rev. R. W. Hufford, D. D., President 
of East Pennsylvania Synod, dismissing Rev. Milton H. Stine to the California 
Synod. He had been appointed, and accepted the call, to the Los Angeles 
mission, where he has been laboring successfully during the year. 

March 3oth we received certificate from Rev. R. G. Linker, President of the 
Wartburg Synod, dismissing Rey. Chas. F. Oehler, present pastor of the Ger- 
man Lutheran church of Sacramento, to this Synod. 

March 31st we received from the same, Rev. R. G. Linker, a letter dismiss- 
ing Rev. H. E. J. Ongerth, present pastor of the German Lutheran church of 
Alameda, Cal., from the Wartburg Synod to the Synod of California. These 
brethren have been received, and their names placed on the roll of Synod. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


On the same date as the last we received a communication from the Church 
Council of the German Lutheran church of Alameda, asking that the church 
be admitted to this Synod. We recommend that this Synod take action on the 
matter at once. 


VISITATIONS, ETC. 


During the year we were permitted to visit but two of our churches—San 
José and Oakland. We found pastors and people working most faithfully, 
and much in both places to encourage the whole church. 

We spent some time at Santa Cruz, and while there worked up an audience 
and held a service. Our church could get some support at once if started in 
this place. 

July 26th.—At the request of Mrs. Prince, of the Woman’s Executive Com- 
mittee, we visited Stockton with the view of learning whether it would be a 
suitable place in which to start a mission. We found not much to encourage 
excepting a field that needed much church work, and so reported to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. Later we learned from the Home Mission Board that 
they had appointed Rev. Moser to take up some new point in California, and 
were ready to commission him to such place as we as officers of Synod should 
recommend, 

We directed Brother Moser to visit Stockton and get all the information he 
could. Finding it not very encouraging, we had him visit Watsonville and 
Santa Rosa, and report on these places. We ask that he be heard, and that 
this Synod take definite action. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Respectfully, W. S. HOSKINSON. 
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Election of Officers. _ 
The President appointed Revs. P. Graif and Chas. F. Oehler 
tellers. 
The result of the election was as follows: 
President—Rev. Philip Graif, Oakland. 
Secretary—Rev. C. W. Maggart, San Diego. 
Treasurer—Mzr. John Everding, San Francisco. 


Advisory Members. 
Revs. Adolph Jatho, W. H. Brandes, J. B. Koehne and R. M. 
Stevenson were made advisory members of Synod. 
Synod took a short recess to enable the President to make up 
his list of committees. 


Committees. 
The President appointed the following committees : 
No. 1. On President's Report—Revs. M. W. Hamma, D. D., 
J. S. Moser and Mr. William Moller. 
No. 2. On Letters and Petitions—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, V. 
G. A. Tressler and Mr. John Everding. 
No. 3. On Apportionment—Revs. Milton H. Stine, J. S. Moser 
and Mr. W. H. Hopple. 
No. 4. On Leave of Absence and Absentees—Revs. V. G. A. 
Tressler, C. F. Oehler and Mr. Wm. Demeritt. 
No. 5. Devotional Exercises—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, C. F. 
Oehler and Mr. Fred. Lothhammer. 
No. 6. Auadtting—Mr. Wm. Moller, Mr. W. H. Hope and 
Mr. Wm. Demeritt. 


The Report of Treasurer. 
The Treasurer, Mr. John Everding, read his report, which was 
referred to the Auditing Committee. 
(See Appendix A, Treasurer’s Report.) 


Hours of Meeting and Adjournment. 
The hours for meeting and adjournment of Synod were fixed 
as follows : 
Devotional services 8:45 a. m. and 1:45 p. m. 
Business sessions from g to 12 a. m. and from 2 to 5 p.m. 
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Report of Standing Committee on Minutes of last Synod. 

Your Standing Committee on Minutes of Synod have carefully examined the 
same and offer the following report: ; 

Ist. On page 13, under By-Laws No. io. All the ministers and congrega- 
tions must send their Parochial Reports to the Chairman of the Parochial 
Committee one week before the day of the assembling of Synod, and this 
Committee shall meet the day before the opening of Synod, arrange and com- 
plete, and be ready to report to Synod the full and complete parochial report. 
Whenever a pastor leaves a charge, he shall furnish to the President of Synod 
a parochial report up to. the time of resignation, and until such report is fur- 
nished a letter of dismissal shall not be granted. Pastors shall also send to 
the Chairman of the Committee on the State of the Church a report on that 
subject at the same time. 

Flas this By-Law been honored ? 

2d. On page 19 we find the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be empowered to prepare and send out with 
the parochial blank, a blank for Report on State of Religion, with suitable 
questions to be answered on public worship, prayer-meetings, family relieiOn 
Sunday-schools, benevolence and miscellaneous. 

tlas this been complied with ? . | 

3d. On page 19, under Report of Committee on President’s Report, we: 
find recommendations ; 

First, That the time-honored custom of installation be adhered to by all our 
pastors and churches. 

Fifth, Vhat the Constitution and By-Laws of Synod and Synodical Society 
be printed with the minutes. 

Have these recommendations been obeyed ? 

4th. On page 19 notice was given by brother Miller that at this meeting of 
Synod the following amendment to the Constitution would be presented : 

Art. IV., Sec. I, of our Constitution be so amended as to read, “ The officers 
of this Synod shall be a President, a Secretary, an Historian and a Treasurer, 
the last of whom may be a layman.” 

And that under Art. V., Sec. 4, there be added, prescribing the duties of 
Historian as follows: “He shall collect all statistics attainable of each of the 
churches, keep an historical record of the organization of the churches and 
Synod, and all the important events in the history and progress of each of the 
churches of the Synod, and shall render a report at each Convention of Synod.” 

Has this been done? Or will it be done ? 

5th. On page 24 we find the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That both Secretary and Treasurer be authorized to get suitable 
books, drawing on the treasury for requisite funds. 

Resolved, That the President and Secretary be empowered to take out arti- 
cles of incorporation for the Synod, drawing on Treasurer for expenses in- 
volved. 

Have these things been done ? 


Io “SECOND- ANNUAL: CONVENTION: OF THE 


6th. On page 25, under Home Missions Committee Report, we see Request 
No. 2, as follows: 

2. That in view of the various openings presenting themselves where work 
could be inaugurated, and yet which do not justify the entire labors of one 
man at present, we request the Board of Home Missions to appoint one or 
more district missionaries for California, the Board to confer with the Advisory 
Committee of this Synod as to points and detail of plan. 

What was the effect of this request ? 

7th. Page 26. On motion, each pastor was requested, when minutes are 
received, to take a collection for the Synodical Fund. 

Has this been done? 


Respectfully submitted, 3 J. S. MOSER, 
C. W. MAGGART, 
Commuttee. 


The report was considered seviatim as follows : 

First item. Answer—No. 

Second item. Answer—Not done because of lack of funds. 

Third item. Answer—lIn part. 

Fourth item. Answer—No. 

Fifth item. Answer—Have not, but will be done at once. 

Sixth item. Answer—Board would grant nothing. 

Seventh item. Answer—Not necessary, as each pastorate 
raised apportionment. 

Report adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on Petitions. 

Your Committee to whom were referred communications, have examined 
those of the German Lutheran churches of Sacramento and Alameda, asking 
to be admitted to this Synod. 

We recommend that their petitions be granted and these churches be en- 
rolled among the churches of this Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
V..G. A. TRESSEER, 
J. EVERDING. 
Adopted. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


Tuurspay, April 13, 1893, 2 P. M. 
. Synod convened with prayer by Rev. H. E. J. Ongerth. 
The first thing was the reading of Parochial Reports by the 
pastors. The reports were all excellent, revealing the fact that 
all the churches had practically raised the apportionment. 


Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit. 
The Committee on Excess and Deficit made the following re- 
port. (See Appendix B.) 
The Synod recommended to the Committee on Beneficiary 
Education Mr. Lewis R. Garrett, of Los Angeles. 


Committee on President’s Report. 

Your Committee on President’s Report would respectfully submit that the 
only items requiring the special action of Synod are as follows: 

First, A report from Rey. J. S. Moser in regard to points visited by him 
with a view to the organization of mission churches. 

Second, That the Constitution of Synod be printed with the Minutes of this 
convention. 

Third, That By-Law No. Io be made to read “ three days” instead of “one 
week.” 

Fourth, That By-Law No. 11 be made to read “on the first day of the 
meeting of Synod” instead of ‘ one week before the day for the convening of 
Synod.” 

Respectfully submitted, M. W. HAMMA, 
J. S. MOSER, 
WM. MOLLER. 

Adopted seviatim and as a whole. 

Friday morning at opening of Synod was set as special time to 
hear from Rev J. S. Moser on new mission points. 

By special motion, Rev. H. E. J. Ongerth was given the floor, 
and he addressed us concerning the state of his church at Ala- 


meda. 

Synod recommended that the Board of Church Extension grant 
a loan to the German church in Alameda, California, under the 
pastoral care of Rev. Ongerth. 

A letter from Rev. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL.D., of San Diego, 
was read, and he was excused from non-attendance at this Synod. 
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Rev. Bro. Tressler was authorized to convey fraternal greetings 
to the Doctor. 


t 


Report on the State of the Church and Religion. 


In the reports submitted to your committee from’ the various ‘pastorates of 
the California Synod there is clearly prevalent a buoyant spirit of hopefulness. 
and aggressive vigor. To be sure clouds of fear, and fires of ordeal, and pass- 

‘ing notes of internal discord, are perhaps inevitable now and then; but these, 
fortunately, have revealed at last a fairer sky than before, and brought forth a. 
sweeter and deeper harmony. Upon the whole, in spite of living in a skeptical 
age, our people seem affected but little by the pervading influences of rational- 
“istic doubt, and in the face of heresy trials and clamor of debate elsewhere, our 
pale is free from the strife and vain-glory of schismatic tongues; and though 
‘ofttimes confronting fierce struggles with adverse circumstances, yet our 
churches are apt to carry financial burdens with plucky determination, and to 
overcdme great odds with a serene tranquility of courage. While tugging at 
herculean loads in her own pioneer home work, she looks enterprisingly abroad, 

-and beyond her immediate circle and horizon, and pours forth her treasures of 
self-sacrificing. benevolence again and again, not at the bidding of. a giddy 
“impulse, but on the score of principle and privilege. Daily bearing yokes and 
undergoing strains that might well crush a less hardy and less heroic people, 
‘she is, with girt loins and lit lamp, ever on the lookout for new opportunities 
of conquest, and her march is fitly celebrated with fresh projects and the 
-achievement of new triumphs. While anchoring her roots firmly and invinci- 
bly in the larger cities of the Golden State, she has not forgotten to stretch 
forth her hands in benediction and help to the shepherdless and unchurched 
of her own household of faith wherever they may be found within our bounds.. 
Surrounded as she is with a godless atmosphere of more than ordinary charm 
and intensity, yet thank God her spirituality and sainthood, notwithstanding it 
all, grows only all the finer and bolder. With all due deference to the fact 
that our missions.in the East have sometimes risen and flourished in phenome- 
nal fashion, yet our California field will, we believe, more than rival the best aver- 
ages attained elsewhere beneath our denominational flag. Such a state of our 
churches as the foregoing, in which a happy self-consciousness of power and a 
great destiny is manifestly on the increase, and in which confidence and enthu- 
siasm are waxing more and more strong, is certainly not only a very desirable,. 
but also a highly encouraging fact. 

Though coming late on the ground, our Church possesses a genius for rising” 
into an assured place of strength and prominence, while others under like con- 
ditions drag out a precarious and withering existence. To our pastors already 
honors, whether in the daily press, or in the university chapel, or in the Senate- 
chamber, are being accorded, which equal any enjoyed by the strongest and 
proudest sects on the Coast. ‘If in pretentiousness of architectural style we do 
‘not cope with others, we begin to take the lead in designs of striking unique-- 
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ness and beauty. In point of ‘church attendance our pews will safely chal- 
lenge comparison with other evangelical creeds. In respect to catechisation, 
we are laying careful stress on this time-honored ‘custom. As a rule, our 
Sunday-schools are thrifty hives of busy toilers, and in the line of Young Peo- 
ple’s Endeavor Societies that are fairly a-boom with the spirit of consecration 
and progress, no Synod can make a finer showing. We rejoice to note that 
our Church papers are eagerly and largely read, and also that even at this 
early stage of our Synodical life,.a divinity student, on our own territory, is 
growing into the holy office under our fostering care, and that in almost every- 
thing that makes religion real and vitalizing, we are steadily pushing up to a 
higher plane of usefulness and power. Whilst other communions are torn and 
distracted with sounds of theological warfare, we are pursuing the quiet tenor 
of our way, having no time to waste on hair-splitting quarrels, for church 
building, and debt-raising, and tough mission work leaves little or no chance 
for the subtle quirks and quibbles and delicate niceties of metaphysical specu- 
lation. Though we frankly recognize the value and glory of a true revivalism, 
we ordinarily favor the hand-picked and quieter methods of spiritual culture 
and ingathering. In holding loyally to the fundamental principles of the 
Reformation, we cordially cultivate and exercise pulpit and altar fellowship, 
eschewing the practice of a narrow and exclusive piety while gladly and vig- 
orously subscribing to historical Lutheranism. 

Of course, around all our churches, there lie, more or less thickly, grim 
patches of shadow and heart-sick experiences—disloyalty to membership 
vows, the craze of mammon-worship, moral insensibility, lack of whole-hearted 
devotion to God, at times icy coldness and torpor, some manifest tendencies 
to a beastly materialism or a sensuous refinement of living, illiberal support 
of the Lord’s cause, reckless Sabbath desecration, peculiar restlessness of the 
population, and sometimes even tragic dismemberment of family ties by reason 
of an easy divorce system. But in spite of this array of serious drawbacks, 
our churches are firmly gaining ground right along and commanding respect, 
and masterfully forging to the front in regard both to numbers and influence. 

Yes, our prospects evidently are brightening more and more every year. In 
growth of membership roll, in the work of apportionment, in rising into 
appreciable factors as distinct spiritual forces in the community, in amalga- 
mating various nationalities into one blessed unity of faith and worship, in 
slowly moulding and leavening society more and more by our scriptural purity 
of doctrine and life, we are certainly making no mean strides forward, all 
things considered. If, therefore, under the divine leadership, we are true ta 
our whole duty as it applies to the religious development of this imperial com- 
monwealth, our future will surely be, beyond computation, rich and golden 
with heavenly fruitage. God grant it. a : 

: Respectfully.submitted,....-...-.. . . , RPHILIP-GRAIFE, ... 
pea gu a veces “Vs GAs TRESSLER, 
». Report. adopted. Svab ayes eras MGEDRE 
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Apportionment. 

The Committee was ordered to apportion for Beneficiary Edu- 
cation ten cents per member, and Orphans’ Home five cents per 
member. 

Preparatory Services. . 

Preparatory services were held at 4:30 p.m., conducted by 
Rey. P. Graif, at which Rev. V. G. A. Tressler made a brief ad- 
dress. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Tuurspay, April 13, 1893, 7:30 P. M. 

Services were held in the German Lutheran church. Rev. 
Pastor Oehler delivered an address in German and Rev. Philip 
Graif delivered an address in English. The Rev. H. Gherke was 
ordained to the gospel ministry. After this the pastors, delegates 
and visitors to Synod, together with a few others, celebrated the 
Holy Communion together. The entire service was very impress- 
ive. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, April 14, 1893, 9 A. M. 
After an half hour’s prayer service, led by Rev. J. S. Moser, 
Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. Hamma. 
Rev. Chas. F. Oehler read his parochial report and paid over 
the $5 evening offering to Synodical Treasurer. 
$6 was also received from the treasurer of the old German 
Synod, and a vote of thanks was given for same. 


Report of Home Mission Committee. 


Missions’ s c:.'<viciclercie,cre'oreibieveress slalsiascioie ¢/acotetoteiiarctare Grecerurieeene aera 5 
Communicant membership...........-+20. 000% alsieeatorere Meares Se 514 
Additions} during sthe-year cis.1) 1.12 +« elareinslepere nimi emesis 193, net gain, 124 
Tossesi during: theisy ear, «ists 's estes cies, sie al olelesra eric aieietetteramiieics eet 50 


Infant baptisms jo). +s... 0c. nie weiiee sve seetinesier os waver ls ween eh anEgo: 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


ELEACMETSTATGLOL CEES starsy iss s etic crave Wate eievainvere ees" ahd Shel biel Sie, ayeleiaytetelareleve vfs 
SISO Ehasvio tics Ae coo nh Oras: arenes oat be wh ereleha yet ofelsy = ehararsiecaiy 593 
MONCVRCON UD ULCCite,s sara esertsajetes visits eeielaisie 2) sieici oie sb ovale eS notersiers $804 32 
MONEY RAISED FOR 
Weal Object store <cierelateteleras aie) 9 crvacciacstecors rere! eaters nt oicie slevcin'c ote se ee $7808 42 
PA OMOMMASSIONS! -1stsieis<m sis sisisieteraielsieiee sie aieisicrs oie cise ewlatias sake es ei 95 25 
I OFEWO My NUISSIONSiniahafois aie) s! of s, eteiarerese(el<)oi05s-c 10 Sle) ialoie'e sje eicreleterels sisjenes 67 39 
@hurchi Extensions. ocist ai cictsrsieie'els 6 0 SOS OC Cn Opo cS plo ticerot 105 39 
PEidiice tion rieleeitael eon ers  siatiere cue vcieoveuevetl io cPeiet sisie aver ehessiesoy erro Oo OS cic 86 94 
(Celio Shanes oo nkpeodo aus stecouteusd dompoeosoopuone cd GE 251 30)'00 
IBASEOTS MEI Clralayofofeketorer= cata lelarercueis ‘<i aevereye rere yeloratatoie, sta stele elalietel leit 19 50 
Conseil Syaveilse coe ycods OAne HoObU Cea UOC DE DOS DBO OO ODO UCO OEE 7 80 
OAD S we EL OMI C eretensletesteloleloveietalersielatalare! claletsaloieleleiciersfarelete/eLojoversl are (als 19 00 
Le mL OMBcS adc Gaokoclad Jabs tacuns SAO BpOn UObOn A OGaD OOOO 165 00 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society.......-+...eee0- 88 22 
BOLAIBECHEVOLEICClere clehe Nereialeleisicloveiovsisistesrale orelafeledo ies ove ctieyasie\sreier « 693 49 
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With gratitude to God we hear the encouraging reports from all our mis- 
sions. 

We are glad to hear of the ability and readiness of the Woman’s Executive 
Committee to take up some more points in California. 

We recommend : 

1. That definite action be taken at once with reference to starting one or 
more missions in this field. 

2. That we urge upon the Board of Home Missions and the Woman’s 
Board the advisability of appointing more men to new fields in California, at | 
such salaries as they can afford to pay. 

3. That we urge our Boards and theological seminaries to send us conse- 
crated young men who are willing to undergo some sacrifices in taking up the 
many new and important fields open to us on this coast. 

Your Committee has incurred an expense of $8.80. 

. Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
.C. W. MAGGART. 

Adopted. 

Communications from Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., and Rev. C. 
S. Albert, D. D., representing the Board of Home Missions, were 
read, and the Secretary was ordered to respond in suitable terms 
to them. . 

Report of Auditing Committee. 

Your Auditing Committee respectfully report that we have examined the 

books of the Treasurer and vouchers, and find them to agree. 
WM. MOLLER, 
W. H. HOPPLE, 
WM. DEMERITT, 
Adopted. 


16 SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION CF THE 


Rev. J. S..Moser’s Report. 


Rev. J. S. Moser made his report as to the visitation of some of 
the fields needing a missionary. He spoke of Stockton, Watson- 
ville, Santa Cruz, and Santa Rosa, all good openings eneEL} the 
first. 

Rev. M. H. Stine spoke of Riverside, giving an appeal from 
brethren in this city, who are anxious for a missionary. 

Noon hour having arrived, Synod adjourned with prayer by 
Rev. M. H. Stine. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


Fripay, April 14, 1893, 2 P. M. 
Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson. 
The unfinished work of the morning was taken up, and after 
discussion the following was adopted : 


1. That it is the feeling of this Synod that Riverside should be occupied as 
a new mission field in California, and we recommend the same, subject to visita- 
tion of the place by some member of this Synod. 

2. As the second field offering most promise for speedy results, we recom- 
mend Watsonville and Santa Cruz. 

3. As the third place of importance for immediate occupancy, we recommend 
Santa Rosa. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
C. W. MAGGART. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Beneficiary Education. 


Your committee are gratified to report that already a young man of superior 
qualifications is now preparing himself for the office of the ministry under the 
auspices of our church. Mr. Lewis R. Garrett, of Los Angeles, on our own 
territory, a Sophomore in the Southwest bigot seems in cae ey fitted 
to be taken under the aid of the church: ‘ ; 

At the suggestion and largely by the aid of Dr. Hamma, and heartily sup- 


ported by the individual churches, $150 of Mr. Garrett’s expenses have been 
assumed during the past year. 
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Your committee recommend: 

1. That Mr. L. R. Garrett be taken upon the funds of the Synod, provided 
he agree to the required conditions. 

2. That ten cents per capita be apportioned for this purpose among the 
various churches. 

3. That Rev. M. H. Stine be asked to acquaint Mr. Garrett with the require- 
ments and conditions imposed by Synod upon its beneficiaries. 

4. That the Beneficiary Committee be authorized to procure suitable blank 
note forms. 

5. That the thanks of Synod are due and hereby tendered to Rev. Dr. 
- Hamma for his generous donation to the beneficiary fund during the past 
year, and for his personal pledge of $55 for the present synodical term. 


Respectfully submitted, V. G, A. TRESSLER, 
PHILIP GRAIF, 
J. S. MOSER. 
Adopted. 


Report of Devotional Committee. 

Your Devotional Committee would report that Rev. C. W. Maggart has been 
appointed to preach in the First church of Sacramento; Rev. M. H. Stine in 
the First church of San Francisco, and Rev. H. Gherke in the German Luth- 
eran church of Sacramento. All the remaining pastors will be in their own 
pulpits the following Lord’s Day. 

Respectfully submitted, W.S. HOSKINSON, 
CHAS. F. OKEHLER, 
FRED. LOTHHAMMER. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Leave of Absence. 
Your Committee report that Rey. Dr. Sprecher and Rev. Uhl have asked, 
by letter, to be excused. 
We recommend that they be excused. 
We have also on sufficient grounds excused W. H. Hopple, Wm. De- 
meritt, Revs. Ongerth and Oehler, Prof. Davidson and Wm. Bosbyshell. 
Respectfully submitted, V. G. A. TRESSLER. 


Adopted. 
Report of Apportionment Committee. 


(See Appendix C.) 
Secretary made report concerning his expenses as follows : 


Stationery and postage ---- +--+ eee e cece eee ete teeter cette eeees $3 90 
(CTO! Khijed dns Geen Sons Coboeke ne SoneoUDOTOU doodenaneboSmedc 4 00 
Donated by Secretary..-...-eesecsccce cece center rer etenerees 3 90 
Balance unpaid ...--- eee cece cece ee cece eee e ee cece teen ee ee ences 4 00 


Same was ordered paid. 
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Motions carried : 

That this evening’s offering be used for Home Mission work in 
the Synod. 

That the President of Synod express the thanks of Synod to 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson and people, and to Rev. Chas. F. Oehler 
and “people for their kind hospitality and entertainment. 

That this Synod return hearty thanks to the “ Record-Union,” 
“Evening Bee” and “ News,” of Sacramento, for their excellent 
reports of the meetings of this Convention. 

That 500 copies.of minutes be printed, including the proceed- 
ings of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society. 

That 200 extra copies of the Constitution be printed separately. 


i Time and Place of Next Meeting. 
Synod voted to hold next Convention in San Diego, second 
Wednesday evening after Easter, 1894. 


Delegates to General Synod. 
The following were elected : 
Clerical. 
Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., Principal. 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Alternate. 
Lay. 
Dr. G. G. Burnett, San Francisco, Cal., Principal. 
R. H. Young, San Diego, Alternate. 
Motion carried that the special order for g o’clock, Saturday 
morning, be the arranging for the incorporation of Synod. 
Synod closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Stevenson, of the 
Presbyterian Church of Sacramento. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Fripay, April 14th, 1893, 7:30 P. M. 
The general subject for the evening was “Missions.” 
Rev. C. W. Maggart delivered an address on Foreign Missions, - 
and Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., an address on Home Missions. 
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FIFTH SESSION. 


SaTuRDAY, April 15th, 1893, 9 A. M. 

Synod opened with prayer by Rev. M. H. Stine. 

The special order concerning incorporation was taken up, and 
Attorney Harry G. Soule, of Sacramento, appeared before us and 
explained the preliminary requirements necessary for incorpora- 
tion. ; 

After this explanation it was moved that we proceed at once to 
take out articles of incorporation. 

It was moved that there should be five directors, three of whom 
should be the officers of Synod. 

Revs. P. Graif, C. W. Maggart and V. G. A. Tressler, and 
Messrs. John Everding and Wm. Moller, were duly elected direc- 
tors of Synod. 

A vote of hearty thanks was given Attorney Harry G. Soule for 
gratuitous information and advice in this matter of incorporation. 

Upon motion, the offering of Wednesday evening was granted 
to the janitor of the church for his work during Synod. 

The pastor /oc¢ and President of Synod were empowered to— 
prepare the programme for next convention of Synod. 

After a prayer by Rev. J. S. Moser, singing of “ Blest be the 
Tie that Binds,” and benediction by President Graif, Synod ad- 
journed to meet at San Diego, California, on the second Wednes- 
day evening after Easter, 1894. 

C. W. MAGGART, 
Secretary of the Synod of California. 


MINISTERIUM. 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., April 13, 1893, 12 M. 


The Ministerium was opened with prayer by Rev. M. W. 
Hamma, D. D. 


Report of Examining Committee. 


Your Committee on examination of candidates to the ministry would report 
that they have examined sermons, etc. of Rev. H. Gherke, and would recom- 
mend that he be ordained to the gospel ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON. 
PHILIP GRAIF. 
Report adopted. 

Time and place of ordination was April 13, 1893, 7:30 p. m., 

and at the German Lutheran Church. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. S. Moser. 
C. W. MAGGART, Secretary. 


MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


SACRAMENTO, CaL., April 15, 1893, 2 P. M. 


Messrs. Graif, Maggart, Tressler, Everding and Moller met at 
the office of Attorney Harry G. Soule, and took out “ Articles of 


(20 ) 
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Incorporation” for the Synod of California, in connection with 
the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
United States. oe 

The meeting then adjourned. 


C. W. MAGGART, Secretary. 
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By Lutheran Publication Society for Minutes..........-.++++.-- $74 81 

By Se allemverietslernetoratet. slot caystecraters sreisie's ice Spout copeBdsadoe aces 7 00 

Byz@ a Galler, suraviclin Msi xpeUSES.ltic ea e'c ere eim cist ee slo e\e'» «is e.s'aveie 12 25 

Byp Boat drome d weatlontecle/eim cisieteretler stores ehiels sve! siesese.eie s)eielaieie’« eerrerer 10 00 

By W. S. Hoskinson, Expenses Missionary Committee ..-.......-. 8 80 

yan Gornmbressler. Cut Of Seal Gare areumtaiclelsln ee oi e'e'clcisieieicieie oie eleisine 4 00 

By filing papers of Incorporation ........ +... eee eeee eee e cece 2 50 

#119 36 

Bx51 97 

119 36 

Cash on hand April 12, 1893..02....scscescccecscecncs $32 61 
Respectfully submitted, J. EVERDING, 


Treasurer. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


WHEREAS, The history of the Christian Church during all ages demon- 
strates the desirability, the value, even the necessity of the association of 
Christian ministers and churches, contiguously located, in occasional conven- 
tions, for the purpose of fostering Christian fellowship, preserving purity of 
doctrine, and promoting their mutual welfare and the general extension of the 
cause of Christ; therefore, we ministers, pastors, and lay representatives of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches of the General Synod, in the State of Cali- 
fornia, in convention assembled, do hereby ordain and adopt, for ourselves 
and our successors, the following Constitution : 


ARTICLE I. 
NAME AND BOUNDS. 


SEcTION I. The name, style and title of this Association shall be The Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of California, in connection with the General Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States. 

SEC. 2. The boundaries of this Synod shall be coincident with those of the 
State of California. 

ARTICLE II. 
DOCTRINAL BASIS. 

This Synod shall be in full harmony with the General Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in the United States, in its doctrinal standards and 
cultus; accordingly, we, therefore, accept the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments as the Word of God, and as such, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice; and the Augsburg Confession as the correct ex- 
hibition of the fundamental doctrines of the Divine Word and of the faith of 
our Church founded upon that Word. 


ARTICLE III. 


BUSINESS OF SYNOD. 


The object and functions of this Synod shall be to deliberate with discretion 
upon the general affairs of the Church, to receive and decide upon appeals 
from Church Councils and special Conferences, when regularly brought before 
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it, to determine upon all charges against ministers, those of error in doctrine 
and specifications, hereafter provided for, excepted; to form or change pastoral 
districts, or give advice respecting them, paying due regard to the rights and 
wishes of congregations, to foster and provide for the interests of Beneficiary 
Education, Home and Foreign Missions, Church Extension, and to care for 
and attend to all such objects and affairs as in its judgment may promote the 
piety, prosperity and extension of the Church. 


ARTICLE IV. 
OFFICERS. 


SECTION 1. The officers of this Synod shall be a President, a Secretary and 
a Treasurer, the last of whom may be a layman. 

SEc. 2. The officers shall be elected annually by ballot, a simple majority 
being necessary to a choice. 

SEc, 3. At a second balloting for officers the election shall be confined to 
the two highest candidates. 


ARTICLE V. 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


SECTION 1. The President shall: 

(1) Preside at all meetings of Synod and Ministerium, and perform such 
other duties as usually pertain to the office of President. 

(2) He shall appoint all committees, not otherwise provided for; shall have 
the casting vote, except in an election by ballot, when he shall have the right 
of suffrage, but not the casting vote; shall deliver a Synodical discourse at 
the opening of the annual convention, and in consultation with the pastor 
Zoct shall appoint all other speakers during the convention. 

(3) At the opening business session of each convention, he shall present a 
written report of all his official acts since the previous convention, and of all 
occurrences, in the interim, of interest and importance to Synod, and shalj 
also recommend for consideration any measures, in his judgment, desirable or 
necessary. 

(4) If application be made to the President for licensure within three 
months prior to the annual convention, it shall be referred to the Synod. If 
it be made earlier in the Synodical year, the applicant shall be referred to the 
Committee on Licensure and Ordination, as provided im Article XII., Sec. 5, 
of this Constitution; and upon the recommendation of this committee, he 
shall grant said applicant a license, ad interim, until the next Synodical con- 
vention. 

(5) It shall be the President’s duty to give counsel to any member or con- 
gregation, when requested, or he deems it important, and especially to ad- 
monish and advise any erring brother. 

(6) Should the President be absent at the opening of the Synodical Con- 
vention, the Secretary shall preside; if both are absent, these two offices shall 
be filled pro ¢empore by election. 
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(7) In case of the death, resignation or disqualification of the President, 
or his removal from the bounds of the Synod, the Secretary shall discharge 
the duties of President until the next annual convention. Should both Presi- 
dent and Secretary thus leave the office of President vacant, it may be filled 
by appointment, by the chairmen of the various Standing Committees acting 
as an Executive Committee for this purpose. The President thus appointed 
shall appoint a Secretary pro cempore. 

(8) The President shall have power to appoint ad ézterim delegates to 
other Synods when he deems it expedient. Also, to call at any time during 
the Synodical Convention, a meeting of the Ministerium, as per Article IX., 
Seche. 

Sec, 2. The Secretary. 

(1) The Secretary shall keep a faithful and accurate record of the proceed- 
ings of the Synod, in a book provided for that purpose. 

(2) He shall have charge of and carefully preserve, the papers, the seal, 
etc., of the Synod, subject to its direction, and do all the official writing of the 
body not otherwise provided for. Any minister of Synod shall have the 
privilege of access to these papers at any time, but no part of them shall be 
removed from his custody or destroyed. 

(3) He shall keep an accurate register of all the ministers, congregations 
and pastorates, belonging to this Synod. 

(4) He shall give official notice of the meeting of Synod at least six weeks 
prior to the time appointed; also, of all special meetings; and shall furnish 
with the notice of the annual meeting to each pastor, and to the Secretary of 
the Church Council of any vacant pastorate, the statistical and parochial 
blanks provided by the General Synod. 

(5) He shall publish and distribute the minutes of Synod according to its. 
directions. 

(6) If the office of Secretary should become vacant by death, resignation, 
disqualification, or removal from Synodical bounds, the President shall require 
all the property of Synod in charge of the Secretary to be delivered to the 
Secretary pro tempore, whom he shall at once appoint. 

(7) The Secretary of Synod shall also act as Secretary of Ministerium. 

SEc. 3. The Treasurer. 

(1) The Treasurer shall take charge of all the money belonging to Synod, 
and shall keep it subject to its order, or ad interim the order of its President; 
also, of all moneys contributed for the benevolent work of the church, and 
shall pay the sums thus contributed to the objects specified by contributors. 

(2) He shall keep and present at each annual meeting a faithful and de- 
tailed account of all receipts and expenditures during the year, and of the 
present state of the treasury. 

(3) He shall give a bond for the faithful performance of the duties of his 
office, if Synod so desires it. 

(4) Should this office become vacant by death, resignatlon, disqualification, 
or removal from the Synodical bounds, the President shall appoint a Treasurer 
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pro tempore, to whom shall be delivered all the money, certificates, bonds, or 
other financial documents belonging to the Synod. 


ARTICLE VI: 


MEMBERS. 


SECTION I. This Synod shall consist of such Evangelical Lutheran ministers 
and delegates from Evangelical Lutheran churches or pastorates situated in its 
bounds (and in special cases of others not so situated) as shall submit to the 
provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 2. Any Lutheran minister in connection with any district Synod of 
any of the four General Lutheran bodies of the United States, viz: The Gen- 
eral Synod, the General Council, the United Synod of the South, the Synodi- 
cal Conference, may become a member of this Synod upon the presentation of 
@ certificate of honorable dismission from his district Synod. 

SEc. 3. Any ordained minister from an independent Lutheran Synod, or 
from another denomination, may be admitted to membership in this Synod, 
upon the presentation of proper credentials of good moral character and min- 
isterial deportment, provided he give evidence, on examination by the Minis- 
terlum, as a committee of the whole, of his general scholarly fitness, his ac- 
ceptance of the doctrinal standards of this Synod, and his willingness to 
practice the usages of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Src. 4. Any minister, in good and regular standing, who removes from the 
bounds of this Synod into those of another, shall upon application to the 
President, be granted a letter of honorable dismission over his signature, said 
dismission to take effect upon notice of his reception by the receiving Synod. 

Sec. 5. Any ordained minister who shall discontinue the active duties of the 
ministry shall be expected to connect himself with some Lutheran church, and 
thus place himself under its government and discipline. 

Src, 6. No minister shall interfere with the charge of another, by preaching 
or performing other ministerial acts, except by his request or consent. 

Sec. 7. Ministers of other Synods and of other Evangelical denominations, 
who may be present, may be received as advisory members by vote of Synod; 
as such they shall have liberty of speech, but no vote. 

Sec. 8. Lay delegates shall present proper credentials of election, and shall 
then have equal rights with the other members. 

Sec. y. It shall be the duty of every minister, lay delegate, and congrega- 
tion belonging to this Synod, to observe the provisions of this Constitution. 


ARTICLE VII. 


CONGREGATIONS. 


SECTION I. Any congregation or pastorate, in its bounds (and in special 
cases, others not so situated) may become connected with this Synod, on ap- 
plication, and approval of the Constitution of the congregation so applying. 

Src. 2. Every pastorate of this Synod shall elect a lay delegate to repre- 
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sent it in the annual convention, and shall make an annual contribution 
towards defraying necessary Synodical expenses. 

Src. 3. Every vacant congregation or pastorate is expected to send a com- 
missioner to the annual convention who shall have the liberty of speech, but 
no vote. 

Src. 4. It shall be the duty of each pastor, or in case of a vacancy, of the 
Secretary of the Church Council, to forward to Synod an annual report of the 
charge embracing statistics, state of religion, contributions, etc., on blanks 
provided for the purpose by the General Synod. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
MEETINGS. 


SECTION I. This Synod shall meet ae at such time and place as may 
be agreed upon. 

Sec. 2, Special meetings may be catled by the President, at the request of 
at least three ordained ministers, by giving two weeks’ previous notice. The 
business shall be confined to the specified object of the special meeting. 

Src. 3. At least five ordained ministers and two lay delegates shall be re- 
quired to constitute a quorum. 

Src. 4. All members of Synod are expected to be present at each meeting, 
and shall not be absent without urgent necessity; voluntary engagements and 
ordinary official duties shall not be deemed sufficient excuse. In case of un- 
avoidable absence, a written excuse shall be sent to Synod. Inexcusable ab- 
sence for two successive years, shall be construed into disrespect for Synod, 
for which the name of the delinquent may be stricken from the roll of mem- 
bers; and in such case, he shall not be permitted to serve churches in connec- 
tion with this Synod. 

ARTICLE IX. 
THE MINISTERIUM. 

SEcTION 1. The Ministerium shall be composed, exclusively, of ordained 
ministers of the Synod. 

Sec. 2, The regular sessions of the Ministerium shall be held/during the 
convention of Synod. A special meeting may be called at any time by the 
President, if requested by three ordained ministers of Synod, but not oftener 
than twice in the same year. 

SEc. 3. A majority of the ministers of Synod shall be necessary for a quorum. 

Src. 4. The Ministerium shall attend to the examination, licensure and ordi- 
nation of candidates for the ministry; and for the reception of ministers from 
other ecclesiastical bodies, and for such licensure, ordination or reception, a 
two-thirds majority of all the clerical members present at Synod shall be re- 
quired. 

It shall also hear, examine and decide all charges of heresy, drunkenness, 
lewdness, or any high crime against a minister, and all appeals from the decis- 
ion of a Church Council on a charge of heresy against a layman, or from the 
decision of a Committee on a similar charge against a minister. 
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Sec. 5. The following shall be the order of business of the Ministerium: 

(1) All meetings shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

(2) The President shall state the object of the meeting. 

(3) Applications for membership received, reports of committees on jour- 
nals, sermons, etc., of licentiates, also reports of examining committees. 

(4) Unfinished business. 

(5) New and miscellaneous business. 


ARTICLE X. 


LICENSURE OF CANDIDATES, 


SECTION I, Applicants for licensure must sustain a creditable examination 
upon the following subjects: 

Personal piety. 

Motives for seeking the holy office. 

The Greek and Hebrew Scriptures. 

The evidences of Christianity. 

Natural and revealed Theology. 

Church history. 

Pastoral Theology. 

Homiletics. 

Catechetics. 

Church Government. 

Sec. 2. The Synod shall, in no case whatsoever, license an individual whom 
they do not believe to be hopefully pious; nor shaJl any applicant, except in 
extraordinary cases, be licensed, whom the Ministerium do not find possessed 
of a competent acquaintance with the subjects named above. 

SEc. 3. A licentiate has power to perform all the functions of the Christian 
ministry during the time specified in his license. He shall be under the 
special care of the President; shall receive counsel from him, and apply to 
him for advice in case of difficulty. When he obtains a stated charge, he 
shall be restricted to it, and shall not resign it without the consent of the 
Synod, or, in its recess, of its President. In addition to the ordinary duties 
of the ministry, he shall particularly devote all his leisure time to his personal 
improvement in knowledge and grace. He shall also keep a general journal 
of all his ministerial acts, which, with a few sermons of his own composition, 
he must deliver or send annually for the inspection of the Ministerium. 

Sec. 4. All licenses shall extend to the next regular meeting of the Synod, 
or until the candidate is ordained. 

Src. 5. After a proper period of probation, or at any time, if in the judg- 
ment of the Synod a licentiate proves himself unqualified for the duties of the 
ministry, his license shall be withdrawn. 

Sec. 6. When it is decided that an applicant be licensed, the privileges and 
duties specified above shall be distinctly stated to him, and the President shall 
require him to answer affirmatively to the following questions: 
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(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be: 
the Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

(2) Do you believe that the following fundamental doctrines of the Word’ 
of God are taught correctly in the doctrinal articles of the Augsburg Con- 
fession, viz: 

The existence of one God. 

The Trinity of the Godhead. 

The Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Incarnation. 

The universal depravity of man. 

The Saviour’s vicarious sufferings and death. 

The justification of the sinner by faith in the Son of God. 

The necessity of the Holy Spirit to regenerate and ee the soul. 

The Holy Catholic or universal Church. 

The divine institution of the ministry, and of the sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 

The necessity of repentance and good works. 

The return of Christ to judge the world in righteousness. 

The resurrection of the dead. 

The everlasting blessedness of the righteous—. and 

The eternal punishment of the wicked? 


(3) Do you believe that, in seeking the ministerial office, you are influenced 
by a sincere love to God, your Saviour, and a desire to promote His glory in 
the welfare of men? 

(4) Do you promise faithfully and zealously to preach the truth of the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as contained in the Holy 
Scriptures ? 

(5) Do you promise by the aid of God, faithfully to perform the duties 
which will devolve upon you as a minister of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and submit yourself to its usages, rules of government and discipline, 
so long as you remain a member of the Lutheran Synod? 


ARTICLE XI. 


OF ORDINATION, 


SECTION 1, When the Synod has decided that an individual shall be per- 
manently invested with the ministerial office, the ceremony must be performed 
at the time by the assembled Synod, or by a committee, at a time appointed, 
in the charge of the person to be ordained. 

SEc. 2. In cases where want of ordination would operate against the in- 
fluence and success of a licentiate, the President may, on the recommendation 
of five ordained ministers of the Synod, ordain each licentiate, 

SEC. 3. The ceremony of ordination shall be as follows: 

I. A sermon appropriate to the solemn occasion shall be preached by a 
person previously appointed. 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 35 


2. The President of the Synod, after a short address to the candidate, such 
as may be found in the Liturgy, shall propose to him the following questions: 

(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be 
the Word of God, and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

(2) Do you believe the following fundamental doctrines of the Word of 
God are correctly taught in the doctrinal articles of the Augsburg Confession, 
viz: 

The existence of one God. 

The Trinity of the Godhead. 

The Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The universal depravity of man. 

The Saviour’s vicarious suffering and death. 

The justification of the sinner by faith in the Son of God. 

The necessity of the Holy Spirit to regenerate and sanctify the soul. 

The Holy Catholic or universal Church. 

The divine institution of the ministry, and the sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. 

The necessity of repentance and good works. 

The return of Christ to judge the world in righteousness. 

The resurrection of the dead. 

The everlasting blessedness of the righteous—and 

The eternal punishment of the wicked? 

(3) Do you believe that, in seeking the ministerial office, you are influenced 
by a sincere love to God, your Saviour, and a desire to promote His glory in 
the welfare of men? 

(4) Do you promise faithfully and zealously to preach the truths of the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures? 

(5) Do you promise, by the aid of God, faithfully to perform all the duties 
which will devolve upon you as a minister of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and to submit yourself to its usages, rules of government and discipline, so 
long as you remain a member of the Lutheran Synod? 

Src. 4. These questions being answered in the affirmative, the candidate 
shall kneel down, when the President and ministers present shall ordain him 
after the manner of the Apostles by laying their hands on him and with prayer. 
He shall then rise, and the President, and after him the ordained ministers 
present shall take him by the right hand and welcome him to take part with 
them in the holy ministry. 


ARTICLE XII. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


SECTION 1. At each annnal convention of Synod the following four Stand- 
ing Committees shall be appointed, the President to be ex-officio Chairman of 
the first two named: 
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(1) On Home Missions. 

(2) On Church Extension. 

(3) On Beneficiary Education. 

(4) On the examination of Candidates for Licensure and Ordination. 

Src. 2. The Committee on Home Missions shall consist of two ordained 
ministers and one layman, and its special business shall’ be to look up promis- 
ing fields for the organization of new churches, to have special oversight in 
co-operation with the General Board of Home Missions of all missions located 
within the bounds of this Synod, to examine and pass upon all applications 
for aid to the Board of Home Missions, and in such applications shall reserve 
the right to consultation with respect to the appointment of the missonaries. 

In case of the vacancy of any pastorate, this Committee, in co-operation with 
the local Church Council, shall see that supplies are furnished, so as to main- 
tain regular services, and shall labor to have such vacancies filled as speedily 
as possible. 

All missions located within the bounds of this Synod shall make an annual 
report to the committee at least three weeks before the annual convention. 

All applications for aid to this committee shall be on the blanks prescribed 
for the purpose by the General Board. The committee shall present an ex- 
tended report at each annual convention of Synod, embracing all the mission- 
ary operations within the Synodical limits together with any facts, suggestions, 
etc., that may contribute to the advancement of local Home Missions. ‘This 
Committee shall meet at any time at the call of the Chairman. 

SEc. 3. The Committee on Church Extension, shall consist of three or- 
dained ministers. Its special business shall be to secure church lots by gifts, 
or otherwise, as they may provide, in localities that afford a fair opportunity 
for the inauguration of new work by our church; and also to examine and 
endorse all applications to the Board of Church Extension for aid before they 
are transmitted to said Board. The title to all property secured for church 
purposes by this Board, shall be vested in ‘‘ The Board of Church Extension 

_of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States;”” until such time as the title may be passed by the said Board of 
Church Extension to a regularly organized church in connection with this 
Synod, using such property for church purposes; provided, always that the 
constitution of said local church secures to the said Board of Church Exten- 
sion the title to this property over and above all liabilities and incumbrances, 
in case such local church should cease to exist, fail to elect officers, or change 
its ecclesiastical relations. This Committee shall present a report to each 
annual convention of Synod concerning the Church Extension interests within 
its bounds. This Committee shall meet at any time at the call of the Chair- 
man. 


Src. 4. The Committee on Beneficiary Education shall consist of three or- 
dained ministers. 


All funds raised for Beneficiary Education in this Synod shall be paid to the 
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Treasurer of Synod, who shall disburse them at the order of this Committee as 
directed by the Synod. 

This Committee shall have special oversight of all beneficiaries upon its 
funds; shall require satisfactory reports of progress in scholarship and of de- 
portment, and shall make an annual report to Synod of its general work and 
of each and every student upon its funds. 

All applicants for aid must give this Committee satisfactory information 
upon the following points: ~ 

(2) Age and present calling. 

(6) Personal piety, church membership. 

(¢) Educational opportunities and attainments. 

(d) Talents, qualifications and call to the ministry. 

(e) Need of pecuniary assistance. 

(f) General health and vigor of constitution. 

In case no applicant for aid appear from the bounds of this Synod, others 
may be received, who are duly recommended, in harmony with the above re- 
quirements, by the Board of Home Missions, or by the faculty of any General 
Synod institution of learning; provided said applicants express a willingness 
to labor on the territory of this Synod, if the opportunity be afforded. 

Every beneficiary receiving aid from this Synod shall be required to sign a 
note of the following form, for every sum received. 

For value received, I promise to pay to the Treasurer of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of California, the sum of dollars; if, after I shall have 
entered the ministry, I shall be able to do so; Provided, however, that if I 
should fail to enter the ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in con- 
nection with the General Synod, or remain therein, or be dismissed from the 
institution of learning for misconduct, or leave the Lutheran Church, then the 
whole of the above sum shall be due, with interest from date. 

When a beneficiary has become liable for sums received as per conditions 
of above note, this Committee shall take, or cause to be taken, all lawful and 
honorable means to collect said sums due this Synod. 

This Committee shall meet at any time at the call of the Chairman. 

SEc. 5. The Committee on Licensure and Ordination shall consist of three 
ordained ministers. 

All applicants for Licensure or Ordination shall appear before this Com- 
mittee, and sustain a preliminary examination, as specified in Articles X. and 
XI., and no applicant shall appear before the Ministerium, before being so 


examined, and recommended by this Committee. 

After his preliminary examination and recommendation by this Committee, 
an applicant may be subjected to a further examination by the Ministerium 
sitting as a committee of the whole. 

The ordinary meetings of this Committee shall be held during the conven- 
tion of Synod. Special meetings may be held at the call of the President of 
Synod, as per Article V., Sec. 1. 
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ARTICLE XII. 
PROCESS AGAINST A MINISTER. 


SEecrion 1. As the honor and success of the Gospel depend very much on 
the character of its ministers, Synod ought to regard with the utmost care and 
impartiality the conduct of its members. sa 

Src. 2. All Christians should be very cautious in giving credit or circulation 
to an evil report of any member of the church, and especially of a minister of 
the Gospel. If any member knows a minister to be guilty of a private cen- 
surable fault, he should warn him in private, if this prove fruitless, he should 
apply to the Church Council, who shall Pon as specified in Chapter III., 
Sec. 5, of Formula of Government. 

Suc. 3. If accusation be lodged, according to Chapter II., Sec. 5, with the 
President within two months of the next Synodical meeting, he shall defer the 
matter to said meeting; yet if the charge be one of gross immorality or cir- 
culating fundamental error in doctrine, he shall immediately direct the accused 
to suspend all his ministerial duties until his case is decided. If such accusa- 
tion be lodged with the President at an earlier date, he shall, if the case be 
one of gross immorality, or circulating fundamental error in doctrine, im- 
mediately appoint a committee of five ordained ministers of the Synod to meet 
without unnecessary delay, at a suitable place, and institute a formal investi- 
gation of the case, according to the principles of this Formula. The chairman 
of the committee shall give at least ten days’ notice to all parties concerned, 
- of the time and place of meeting. 

Src. 4. If the Synod is divided into Conference districts, the President may 
at his discretion intrust the matter to Conference, and notify the members to 
meet and proceed as above. 

SEc. 5. Any three members of the committee, or a majority of the Confer- 
ence thus meeting, shall have power to proceed and hold a fair and impartial 
investigation of the case, and take all necessary measures as may be just and 
proper to determine the guilt or innocence of the accused. 

SEc. 6. If the accused confess, and the matter be such gross: immorality or 
circulating fundamental error, he shall be immediately suspended from the 
exercise of the office until the meeting of the Synod. 

Sec. 7. If a minister accused of gross offenses, being duly notified, refuse to 
attend the investigation, he shall be immediately suspended from office. 

Sec. 8. If the accused deny the charge, and yet, on the examination of the 
evidence, be found guilty, the Committee or Conference shall nevertheless 
proceed to pass sentence on him. 

SEc. 9. The highest punishment which can be afflicted by a committee or 
special conference, appointed as above specified, is suspension from clerical 
functions; and this sentence is to be reported at next meeting of Synod, and 
remain in force until reversed by the Synod, . 

SEc. 10, Any minister intending to appeal from the decision of a committee 
or conference, shall give notice of it to the chairman of the committee or con- 
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ference within three weeks of the time when the decision was made, that both 
parties may be prepared for a new trial. 

SEC. 11. Conferences, not especially convened for the purpose, may attend 
to any charges of importance against a minister within their bounds, if all the 
parties concerned are prepared and willing to proceed. 

Sec. 12. If at any time accusation be lodged with the President according 
to Chap. III., Sec. 5, for a less offense than those specified in Sec. 3 of this 
article, he shall take no other steps in the case than to write to the accused 
and accusers, exhorting them to mutual forbearance, and referring them to the 
next Synod. : 

SEC. 13. If accusation against a minister be made immediately to the Synod, 
and the Synod believe itself in possession of all the evidence necessary to a 
just decision, the case may be immediately examined and sentence passed, 
provided the accused shall have fifteen days’ notice, together with a written 
specification of the charges brought against him, and this whether he shall be 
present at Synod or not. But if the necessary evidence be not before the 
Synod and the offense be such as specified in Sec. 3, then it shall be entrusted 
to a committee or Conference to proceed as above specified. 

Sec. 14. If a minister be found guilty of gross immortality or circulating 
fundamental error in doctrine, his sentence of suspension shall not be removed 
until he shall give satisfactory evidence of penitence and reformation, and his 
restoration shall be by the same judicatory which suspended him, or at its 
recommendation. 

Src. 15. If the common report of a minister’s guilt or any of the charges 
above specified be such as seriously to injure the cause of religion, and his own 
church do not proceed against him, it shall be the duty of any other minister 
or layman having obtained two other signatures of credible men, to report the 
case to the President. 


ARTICLE XIV. 
FINANCES. 
SECTION 1. All necessary expenses of this Synod shall be met by annual 
contributions by each congregation within its bounds, in such ratio as Synod 
may direct. 


Src. 2. Each congregation of this Synod shall systematically provide to 
meet the apportionment for benevolence as directed by the General Synod. 


ARTICLE XV. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Installation. 

SECTION 1. When a minister is called to take charge of a congregation, it is 
regarded as desirable that the union between pastor and people be solemnized 
by special installation services. The President shall,-therefore, appoint a com- 
mittee, when requested so to do, to attend to such services as are prescribed in 
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our Liturgy for such occasions, and said committee shall report to the Presi- 
dent the act of installation. 


Conference Districts. 


SEcTION I. This Synod shall be formed into two Conference Districts, 
divided by the Northern boundary line of San Luis Obispo, Kern and San 
Bernardino Counties. 

Src. 2. The object of such meetings shall be the preaching of the Word,. 
mutual consultation and encouragement in the work of the Lord, and seeking 
in every proper way to advance the interest of religion among the churches. 

Src. 3. Conferences may attend to any business referred to them by Synod 
or by congregations, which does not specially belong to Synod itself. 

SEc. 4. The records of the proceedings of Conferences shall be submitted to 
Synod for examination and review. 

Src. 5. Lay delegates may be sent to Conference under the same regula- 
tions and with the same privileges as to Synods. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


r. The President shall open the first session of Synod with appropriate 
religious services, and every session thereafter shall be opened and closed with 
prayer. In the absence of the President, the Secretary shall conduct the 
opening exercises, and in the absence of both, the oldest acting minister 
present. 

2. Calling of the roll of ministers and licentiates by the Secretary, and not- 
ing the absentees. 

3. Reception of lay delegates, who shall exhibit their certificates of appoint- 
ment and be registered. 

4. Application for membership from other Lutheran Synods received. . If 
objection be made to an applicant, the case shall be deferred until after Synod 
is fully organized. 

5. Reading the President’s annual report. 

6. Treasurer’s report. 

7. Election of officers for the ensuing year. 

8. Delegates from other Synods or members from other bodies received. 

9. Minutes of the last Synod read or referred to a committee. 

10. All papers intended for the Synod may be handed in and verbal notice 
given of any important business intended to be brought before the Synod. 

11. The papers may be taken up and discussed or referred to appropriate 
committees, who can report at any time when ready. Reports of special and 
standing committees shall have preference. 

12. Presentations of Parochial Reports according to the rules of Synod. 

13. Education and missionary business. This may be attended to by Synod 
as a whole, or committees may be charged with it, who shall report to Synod. 

14. Vacant congregations inquired into and provisions made for them. 
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15. Promiscuous business. 

16. Election of delegates to General Synod, and of trustees or directors in 
any institution in which Synod is represented. All elections shall be by 
ballot. 

17. Appointment of delegates to other Synods or other ecclesiastical bodies. 

18. Choice of time and place of meeting. 

19. Adjournment of Synod to time and place of next meeting. Synod shall 
be closed with appropriate religious exercises. 


ARTICLE XVII. 
ALTERATIONS AND AMENDMENTS, ETC. 


SECTION 1. This Synod may at any regular meeting adopt such By-Laws as 
circumstances may require, provided they are not inconsistent with any of the 
provisions of this Constitution. 

Src. 2. This Constitution may be altered and amended, provided such alter- 
ation or amendment be set forth in writing in the precise words which are to 
be altered or amended, and as such be incorporated in the minutes, and pro- 
vided that at the next annual meeting of the Synod two-thirds of all the mem- 
bers present agree to the proposed change. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


Sacramento, April 14th, 1893. 


The First Annual Convention of the Woman’s Home and For- 
eign Missionary Society of the Synod of California, met according 
to appointment in the parlors of the First English Lutheran 
Church of Sacramento, Cal., on Friday afternoon, April 14th, 
1893. 

The following officers were present : 

President—Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers, Oakland. 

Vice-Presidents—Mrs. J. Everding, San Francisco; Mrs. W. S. 
Hoskinson, Sacramento; Mrs. C. W. Maggart, San Diego. 

kecording Secretary—Miss M. R. Love, San Francisco. 

Corresponding Secretary—Mtrs. W. H. Moller, Oakland. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Philip Graif, Oakland. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. C, W. Maggart, San Diego. 
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The opening religious exercises were conducted by the Presi- 
‘dent, Mrs. S. E. Bittle- Myers, who announced Hymn 393, 
“Nearer my God to Thee,” from Book of Worship, followed by 
a consecration service consisting of responsive Scripture reading 
from 51st Psalm, Hymn 498, “Saviour like a Shepherd lead us,” 
and prayers for “‘ Personal Consecration,” by Mrs. A. V. Hamma, 
for “Sustaining Grace for Home and Foreign work,” by Mrs. C. 
W. Maggart. 

After singing Hymn 182, “Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly 
Dove,” Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson extended a most cordial welcome 
to the Convention, which was very gracefully responded to by 
Mrs. Milton H. Stine, of Los Angeles. 

On motion of Mrs. A. V. Hamma, the General Convention’s 
rules of order were adopted. 

Credentials were then called for, whereupon the Missionary 
Society of the German Lutheran church made application for ad- 
mission to the California Society, which was joyfully granted, and 
on presentation of their credentials their delegates were enrolled 
on the Society’s list. 

Following are the names of delegates present : 

Mrs. A. V. Hamma, San Francisco, Cal. 

Mrs. Milton H. Stine, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Mrs. C. W. Maggart, San Diego, Cal. 

Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, Sacramento, Cal. 

Miss L. L. A. Tressler, San José, Cal. 

Mrs. Geo. Flick, Oakland, Cal. 

Mrs. Lotheimer and Mrs. Sermonet, of the German [Lutheran 
church of Sacramento. 

Hymn 149, ‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” was then sung, 
after which the President Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers, of Oakland, 
‘gave a most earnest and practical address, suggesting many help- 
ful thoughts for future progress of the Society. 

Next followed the reports of Vice-Presidents, Corresponding 
Secretary, and Treasurer, which showed an advancing state of 
interest in the different Auxiliary Societies. 

After singing Hymn 434, “Blest be the Tie,” Mrs. C. W. 
Maggart, Chairman of the Literature Committee, presented her 
report. 
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A motion was made by Mrs. Everding, and duly seconded, that 
the Secretary write a letter of thanks to Mrs. Hamma, for her ex- 
ceeding kindness in gratuitously furnishing the different Auxiliaries 
with literature for the past year. The motion was carried. 

Delegates then made reports of the state of interest in the 
Societies of their respective churches. These proved to be of 
the most encouraging nature, after which Mrs. Philip. Graif, of 
Oakland, read an exceedingly interesting paper, entitled “The 
Motive Power of Missions.” 

Greetings from the General Convention ot the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society were presented in a most 
felicitious manner by Mrs. A. V. Hamma. 

A letter of most cordial sympathy was received from Mrs. E. 
S. Prince, Secretary of the Executive Committee, also from Rev. 
S. B. Barnitz, D. D., General Western Secretary of Home Missions. 

Rev. V. G. A. Treesler, of San José, then delivered a short, 
well-chosen and very interesting address, after which the Presi- 
dent appointed the following committees : 

Nominating Committee—Mrs. A. V. Hamma, Mrs. J. Everding 
and Mrs. Geo. Flick. 

Auditing Committee—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson and Miss L. L. A. 
Tressler. 

On Resolutions and Letters of Greeting—Mrs. M. H. Stine and 
Miss M. R. Love. 

President's Address and Reports—Mrs. P. Graif, Mrs. W. H. 
Moller and Mrs. C. W. Maggart. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. C. W. Maggart, San Diego; Mrs. 
M. H. Stine, Los Angeles; Mrs. R. Love, San Francisco; Mrs. 
Lotheimer, Sacramento; Miss L. L. A. Tressler, San José; Mrs. 
Luther, Oakland. 

The Convention then adjourned after singing the Doxology. 


2 Qs 


SATURDAY MORNING. 


APRIL I5TH, 1893. 
The devotional service, beginning at 9 o’clock, was led by the 
President, and consisted of— 
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Hymn 358, “ Jesus, lover of my Soul.” 

Scripture reading from 1 Cor. xiii chapter. 

Prayers offered by Mrs. M. H. Stine and Mrs. J. Everding. 

Hymn 364, ‘“ My faith looks up to Thee.” 

The business opened with Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers, President, 
in the chair. 

Minutes. of preceding session read and approved, after which 
the roll was called. 

Mrs. C. W. Maggart, of San Diego, then read an exceedingly 
interesting paper upon “Foreign Mission Work,” which was 
handled in a most able manner, and elicited close attention and 
general approval. 

After singing Hymn 530, “Sun of my Soul,” another paper 
was read upon the subject of “ Work among the Young,” by Miss 
L. L. A. Tressler, of San José. This was drawn from her own 
experience of some years’ work, and presented many very inter- 
esting lines of thought and work. 

The meeting was then thrown open for any remarks bearing 
on the above subject, and after several of the delegates availing 
themselves of the opportunity, Mrs. A. V. Hamma gave a most 
tender and touching address of parting advice to the Society. 

Mrs. Everding moved that the thanks of this Society be ex- 
tended to Mrs. Hamma for her exceedingly kind and sympathetic 
advice, which was adopted. 

The President then called for the reports of special committees. 

Mrs. A. V. Hamma, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
reported that the Committee would submit the following : 

President—Ms. S. E. Bittle Myers. 

Vice-President—Mrs. J. Everding. 

Recording Secretary—Miss M. R. Love. 

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. W. H. Moller. 

Treasurery—Mrs. Philip Graif. 

The Auditing Committee reported $138.50 as having been sent 
to the General Treasurer during the year from California Societies. 

The report of the Committee on the President’s Address and 
other reports were then presented, which were accepted. 

The Committee on Resolutions submitted the following : 


1. Resolved, That we have heard with pleasure the reports of progress and 
increased usefulness of the different Societies. 
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2. Resolved, That we the members of the Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society in Convention assembled do our utmost to increase the membership, 
interest and efficiency of our respective societies during this synodical year. 

3. Resolved, That we hereby express our regrets at the enforced absence of 
Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., and that with him we are conscious of the necessity 
of extending mission work both at home and abroad. And that the Secretary 
be instructed to send the Society’s greetings to Dr. Barnitz. 

4. Resolved, That we express our pleasure in having our dear sister, Mrs. 
Hamma, member of the Executive Board, with us at this meeting, and that 
she be requested to bear the greetings of this Society to the General Society. 

5. Resolved, That we hereby return thanks to Mrs. Dr. Hoskinson, Mrs. 
Oehler, and the members of their churches, for their kind reception and enter- 


tainment during our stay among them. 
6. Resolved, That we return thanks to the press of this city for notices of 


our Convention. 

In consequence of a communication from the Executive Com- 
mittee, that our Constitution was not in harmony with that of the 
General Society, a motion was made and seconded that the So- 
ciety discard the Constitution of last year and adopt that of the 
General Society. This motion was unanimously carried and the 
Syncdical Constitution adopted. 

The President then announced that an election for delegate to. 
the Omaha Convention was next in order, and the result was that 
Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson was duly elected as principal, and Mrs. A. 
V. Hamma as alternate. 

A motion was made and seconded that the greetings from this. 
Society be presented to the General Society by our delegate. 
This motion was carried. 

It was suggested that the Society be incorporated, but the 
matter was deferred for further consideration. 

Mrs. Hamma moved that a Committee of not less than three 
be appointed to draft By-Laws, which was adopted. 

A motion was then made by Mrs. Everding that the President 
be Chairman of the Committee on By-Laws, which-was carried, . 
and the following constitute that Committee : 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers, of Oakland. 

Mrs. W. H. Moller, of Oakland. 

Mrs. A. V. Hamma, San Francisco. 

According to appointment, Rev. Philip Graif, of Oakland,. 
President of Synod, gave a few remarks concerning the Oakland 
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Mission, which were listened to with great interest. He also pre- 
sented each member of the Synodical Society with a very beauti- 
ful lithograph of the proposed new church. 

He was followed with short addresses from Rea C. W. Mag- 
gart, M. H. Stine, Victor G. A. Tressler, Dr. Hamma, Dr. Hosk- 
inson, Mr. J. Everding and Wm. H. Moller. 

The offering amounted to $9.45 which was used to defray ex- 
penses of Convention. 

Mrs. C. W. Maggart most cordially invited the Convention to 
the hospitality of San Diego, which was accepted. 

It was moved that this Society adjourn to meet at San Diego: 
next April, 1894. 

The benediction by Dr. Hoskinson closed the First Annual 
Convention of the Missionary Society of California. 

MINNIE R. LOVE, 
Recording Secretary. 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE GENERAL SYNOD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 4th to 8th, 1894. 


ALSO, 
A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Synodical W. H. & F. M. Society, 


HELD AT 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 5th and 6th, 1894. 


PHILADELPHIA : 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 


1894. 


TIMES AND PLACES OF MEETING SINCE THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


No. Time. Place. 
Fig eA March 31st to April 2d, 1891 .. . Los Angeles. 
PL Sa Ae April 27th to May ist, 1892 . . . San Francisco. 
Ces tae April roth) tovioth bogs s ace 6 Sacramento. 
Alea ae ates Aphilath to Sthy sSegieren seer San Diego. 
o> 


THE FIFTH CONVENTION. 


Flace—Los Angeles, California. 


Time—April 24th, 1895. 


SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1894-95. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rev. M. H. STINE, 
8th and Flower Streets, Los Angeles, California. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. J. S. SIMON, 


Geary Street near Octavia, San Francisco, California. 


TREASURER. 
Mr. JOHN EVERDING, 


2116 Mason Street, San Francisco, California. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Home Missions. 


Rey. M. H. Srinz, Rev. M. W. Hamma, D.D., 
Rev. J. S. Simon. 


Chureh Extension. 


Rev. M. H. STIne, Rev. C. W. Maccart, 
Rev. W. S. HoskINson. 


Beneficiary Education. 


Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, Rev. C. W. Maccart, 
Rev. J. S. MOSER. 


Examination of Candidates for the Ministry. 


Rey. W. S. HOsKINSON, Rev. J. 5. Simon, 
Rev. M. H. STINE. 


State of Churches and Religion. 


Rev. W. 5. Hoskinson, Rey. V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
Rev. C. W. Maccart. 


Parochial Reports. 


Rey. Puiuip GRAIF, Rev. C. W. Maccart, 


Dr. P. S. LEISENRING. 


Minutes of Synod. 


Rev. J. S. Moser, Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, . 
Rey. Cuas, F. OEHLER. 


PROCEEDINGS 


FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


CONVENED IN 


SAN DIEGO, CAL., April 4-8, 1894. 


San Dixco, CAu., APRIL 4, 1894, 7:30 P. M. 
The Synod of California met in its Fourth Annual Session in 
the First Lutheran Church of San Diego, California. 
Rev. Philip Graif, President of Synod, preached the opening 
sermon from Matt. xvi. 17-18. Subject: “The Divine Christ, 
the Rock of an Invincible and Triumphant Gospel.” 


FIRST SESSION, 


THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 9 A. M. 
After a half hour’s devotional service conducted by the Presi- 
dent, Rev. Philip Graif, the first session was opened with prayer 
by the President. 
The clerical roll was then called, and absentees noted. 
The roll of pastorates was called, credentials of lay delegates 
received, and their names enrolled. 
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New Members. 
The following new members were received on certificates of 
dismission from other Synods : 
Rev. A. C. Wedekind, D. D., from the New York and New 
Jersey Synod. 
Rev. J. S. Simon, from the East Ohio Synod. 


Synodical Roll. 


CLERICAL ROLL. RESIDENCE. Lay DELEGATES. 
1. Rev. S. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL.D.| San Diego, Cal. ..| No Charge. 
IRN G ANbiny WI NiGogdSsnoccdnaodis Monrovia, Cal....| No Charge. 
3. Rev. M. W. Hamma, D.D., a.e..| Washington, D. C.| No Charge. 
4. Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. De a. é.| Sacramento, Cal... | L. W. Grothen. 
5. Rev. Philip Graif......-- ..--- Oakland, Cal. .... Wm. Moller. 
6. Rev. C. W. Maggart.........--- San Diego, Cal. ..} Dr. P.S. Leisenring. 
7. REV. J. 5. MOSer << clectec sane se Riverside, Cal. ...)C. J. Borchgrevink. 
8. Rey. V. G. A. Tressler...--.--- San José, Cal..... James Dutot, a. e. 
OQ. Reve C.F. Ochlens snes ee eves Sacramento, Cal. .| F. Lothhammer. 
10. Rev. H. E. J. Ongerth, @. e. ..-. | Alameda, Cal. 
11. Rey. M. H. Stine............+- |Los Angeles, Cal.. | Wm. Bosbyshell. 
12. Kevebe Ghereke, aac. = ttaeiee at San Francisco, Cal. | 
13. Rev. A. C. Wedekind, D. D., a.e., San Diego, Cal. .. | No Charge. 
LG ING bush ein Gb oodadson sce San Francisco, Cal.| John Everding, a. e. 
ily, Ihe Eo Wiis IRE aE dba Gnas oc Monrovia, Cal. ...| Rev. Wm. Uhl. 
Gs INGYo J aSlNIMeRed Gono oo ccooses | Monrovia, Cal....| No Charge. 


a, e., Absent and excused. 


Applications for Membership. 

Authorized by vote of Synod, the President appointed the fol- 
lowing committee to consider the applications of Revs. G. W. F. 
Kiesel and J. Schmierer, from the Joint Synod of Ohio and Other 
States, for membership in this body: Rev. Wm. Uhl, Rev. J. S. 
Simon. 

President’s Report. 

The President read his report as follows : 

My Dear Brethren: In the third year of our Synodical existence, especially 
favored of God in a year of hard times, we assemble together in this new and 
handsome and well-appointed temple of worship, to hold sweet fellowship and 
communion with one another, to compare records of struggle and achieve- 
ment, to glorify God for signal and timely help in hours of strain and difficulty, 
to catch new flames of inspiration and zeal in the blessed work of the Master, 
to devise wise measures for the extension of the kingdom, to grow into full 
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mastership of the grand problems and opportunities that beckon us to high 
endeavor, and so to become useful, in the best sense, in the fields of toil which 
Providence has graciously allotted to each one of us. 


AD INTERIM LICENSE. 


On June 12th, 1893, A. C. Stup, a student in the middle year at the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Gettysburg, and commissioned by the Board of Home 
Missions to spend his summer vacation looking up our interests at Riverside, 
applied for an ad interim license, and presented his credentials to us person- 
ally. Being strongly indorsed by Rev. Dr. M. Valentine, Chairman of the 
Seminary Faculty, and further recommended by Rev. Dr. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Chairman of our Examining Committee, we issued the ad interim license to 
the young man. After three months of faithful, promising toil, he returned 
East to complete his studies, in which he had always shone with particular 
brightness, but he soon found that he must Jay aside the idea of finishing his 
course in the imperative search for health. But in spite of every precaution 
and medical advice and assistance, already in the early days of January last, 
in the fair flush of youth and holy ambition, he passed away, submissively 
bowing to the stroke of untimely death. To draft a set of resolutions, bearing 
tribute to the excellent worth of our departed young brother, would certainly 
not be inappropriate at this time. 


ACCESSION. 
On October Ist, we received a certificate from Rev. J. B. Bergner, President 
of the East Ohio Synod, dismissing Rev. J. S. Simon to the California Synod, 
on whose membership roll he has been duly placed. 


COMMUNICATIONS, 


On December 3d, 1893, Rev. J. S. Moser advised us of the fact, that for- 
mally appointed by the Executive Committee of the W. H. & F. M.S. in 
connection with the Board of Home Missions, to occupy Riverside, he had in 
the first week of November entered upon the work with vigor and hope of 
success, 

On January 7th, 1894, we received a communication from Rev. G. W. F. 
Kiesel, of Monrovia, Cal., informing us of his call to the newly organized 
Lutheran church of that place, and expressing the desire to be identified with 
the California Synod. : 

On February 20th, 1894, we received a request from Rev. C. W. Maggart, 
of San Diego, Cal., to send a word of congratulation to his people, who, on 
February 25th, were to enter their new church for the first time. We had 
abundant reason for the use of glowing terms in lauding pastor and people 
for their pluck and persistence, and splendid achievement, in spite of unusual 
difficulty and the pessimistic cry of the hard times. Since viewing the 
structure with our own eyes, its architectural design and manifold niceties of 
practical arrangement have struck us even more favorably than did the news- 
paper cut or the literary description. From the church papers we gleaned 
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the fact that Rev. M. H. Stine, of Los Angeles, rendered valuable service on 
the above occasion, and that the outlook for this mission is highly encourag- 
ing. With its large career of prosperity, its sanctuary so unique and beautiful, 
and a wide-awake, intelligent, consecrated membership, it bids fair to do 


masterful things for the cause of Christ. 
On March 2cth, 1894, we received a communication from Rev. Dr. M. W. 


Hamma, of Washington, D. C., asking the California Synod to release him, by 
form of special resolution, from his personal pledge to the Beneficiary Fund, 
inasmuch as Mr. Louis Garrett, for whose benefit the obligation was assumed 
and consummated, has abandoned his purpose to study for the ministry. We 
trust suitable action in this matter will be taken. Besides contributing ten dol- 
lars to the Synodical Treasury, he sends an interesting report as delegate of 
the convention of the General Synod at Canton, Ohio. 
INSTALLATIONS. 

On the evening of October Ist, 1893, Rev. J. S. Simon, of New Philadelphia, 
Ohio, was installed pastor of the First English Lutheran Church of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal, we officiating, and delivering the charge to the pastor and the peo- 
ple. The outlook of this prominent field is brilliant with promise, and the 
new relationship formed is one of particular happiness and encouragment. 

In the name of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Respectfully submitted, PHILIP GRAIF. 

The report was referred to the Committee on President’s 


Report. 
Election of Officers. 


The President appointed Rev. M. H. Stine and Wm. Bosby- 
shell as tellers, who reported the result of the election as follows: 

President—Rev. M. H. Stine. 

Secretary—Rev. J. S. Simon. 

Treasurer—Mxr. John Everding. 

Advisory Member. 

Rev. 8S. B. Barnitz, D. D., was elected an advisory member of 
Synod. 

Synod adjourned, with prayer by Mr. Wm. Moller, so as to give 
the President an opportunity to appoint his committees. 


SECOND SESSION. 


THurspay, APRIL 5, 1894, 2 P. M. 
Synod convened with prayer by Rey. Wm. Uhl. 
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Hours of Meeting and Adjournment. 


The hours of meeting and adjournment of Synod were fixed as 
follows : 

Devotional services at 9 a. m. 

Business sessions of Synod from 9:30 a. m. to 11:30 a. m.,, 
and from 2 p, m. to 4:30 p, m. 


Report of Delegates to the General Synod. 


Your Delegates to the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of the United States, which convened at Canton, Ohio, May 24th—June Ist, 
1893, beg leave to report that they were in attendance upon all its sessions, 
and endeavored, to the best of their ability, to faithfully represent the interests 
of the California Synod. 

This convention of the General Synod was one of the most notable in its 
history, by reason of the action taken upon several very important subjects. 

The first of these was the question of publishing two hymn-books, one with 
and the other without the “Common Service.” It was decided by an over- 
whelming majority not to divide the hymn-book on the two Services, and to 
continue to publish but one book containing both Services. A committee was, 
however, appointed to prepare an abridged form of the “Common Service” 
for the use of those who might desire it, to be presented for adoption at the 
next meeting of the General Synod. The entire action on this question, sus- 
tained by such great unanimity, it is believed will practically remove this agi- 
tating subject from the Church. 

The second was the revision of Luther’s Catechism. The “ Provisional” 
copy which had been circulated among the pastors, having been amended in 
several points by the Synod, was unanimously adopted and ordered to be pre- 
pared for final acceptance at the next meeting of the General Synod. 

Another important action taken by this Convention was the unanimous 
adoption of a paper, presented by one of your own delegates, inviting all the 
different general bodies of our denomination to appoint committees to consult 
together on the possibilities of closer co-operation in the practical work of our 
Church. 

One general body has already responded favorably to this invitation, and at 
least a beginning is made in this good work, which it is hoped will mark the 
rise of unifying influences of the most promising character in the great Church 
of the Reformation. 

The reports of our various Boards show increased activity and enlarged 
operations in our missionary and educational interests, as well as in every other 
department of church work. 

The business sessions of the Synod were marked with a spirit of harmony 
and a remarkable zeal for the Master’s work, while all the religious services 
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were characterized by the true spirit of devotion and worship. It was a glori- 


ous convention. 
Respectfully submitted, M. W. HAMMA, 
G. G. BURNETT. 


Report adopted. 
Committees. 

The President appointed the following committees : 

No. 1. On President's Report—Rev. V. G. A. Tressler and Dr. 
P. S. Leisenring. 

No. 2. On Letters and Petitions—Rev. C. W. Maggart and 
Hon. Wm. Bosbyshell. 

No. 3. On Apportionment—Revs. J. S. Moser, G. W. F. Kiesel 
and L. W. Grothen. 

No. 4. On Leave of Absence and Absentees—Revs. C. W. Mag- 
gart and Wm. Uhl. 

No. 5. Auditing—Mr. Wm. Moller and Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell. 

No. 6. On Devotional Exercises—Revs. C. W. Maggart and 
Philip Graif, 

On Letters and Papers. 

Your Committee on Letters and Papers would respectfully report as follows: 

1st. There has been placed in our hands a petition from Trinity Lutheran 
Church, of Riverside, Cal., properly signed, together with their Constitution 
and By-Laws for their government. 

We find same in entire harmony with the demands of the General Synod. 
and would recommend that they be received into connection with this Synod, 

2d. A petition from the Lutheran Church, at Monrovia asking for reception 
into our Synod, has been received, and inasmuch as no Constitution has been 
presented, we would respectfully refer the matter of its reception to open 
Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, C. W. MAGGART, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 

Report adopted sevzz#m and as a whole. 

Synod granted the application of the church at Monrovia for 
membership among its churches. 


Report of Standing Committee on Minutes of Last Synod. 
Your Standing Committee on Minutes of Synod have examined the same 
and offer the following report: 
Ist. On page 15, it is recommended that we urge the Board of Home Mis- 
sions and the Woman’s Board to appoint more Missionaries to promising 
fields in California; especially Santa Cruz, Watsonville and Santa Rosa. 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. II 


Have any steps been taken to occupy such points, aside from Riverside, which 
is now occupied? 

2d. On page 17 we find the following recommendations: 

1. That Mr. L. R. Garrett be taken upon the funds of Synod provided he 
agree to the required conditions. 

2. That ten cents per capita be apportioned for this purpose among the 
various churches. 

3. That Rev. M. H. Stine be asked to acquaint Mr. Garrett with the require- 
ments and conditions imposed by Synod upon its beneficiaries. 

4. That Beneficiary Committee be authorized to procure suitable biank note 
forms. 

Have these recommendations been complied with? 

3d. On page 18 it was ordered that 200 extra copies of the Constitution be 
printed separately. Has this been done? 

4th. On page 11 it is recommended that the Board of Church Extension 
grant a loan to the German Church of Alameda, Rev. H. E. J. Ongerth, pas- 
tor. Did the Society comply with the recommendation ? 

Respectfully submitted, J. S. MOSER, 
V.G.) An TRESSLER. 


The report was considered sevzatim, as follows : 
First item. Answer—None. 

Second item. Answer—Yes. 

Third item.—Answer—Yes. 

Fourth item. Answer—Yes. 

Report adopted as a whole. 


Beneficiary Education. 


Your Committee on Beneficiary Education submit the following report: 

The Synod of California thoroughly understands and heartily appreciates the 
inestimable advantages of a native and home-trained ministry, and has there- 
fore, since its organization, been eager to find gifted and devoted young men 
from its own territory who will give themselves to the Christian ministry in the 
Lutheran Church. 

Two years since, Mr. L. R. Garrett, of Los Angeles, having agreed to the 
conditions imposed by the Synod, was taken upon its funds as a beneficiary. 
He pursued his course with marked success. 

This year, however, owing to circumstances which the Synod understand 
and over which brother Garrett had no control, he has been obliged to desist 
from his course of study. 

We recommend therefore : 

1. That brother Garrett be urged to resume his theological studies this Fall, 
in default of which he be asked to refund the money already given him, as 
indicated by the Treasurer’s books. 
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2. That this Synod instruct its pastors to use every legitimate effort to en- 
courage the brightest young men in their congregations to direct their atten- 
tion to the gospel ministry, and to this end, that they preach one sermon each 
synodical year, setting forth the character and high dignity of the ministerial 
office. 

Respectfully submitted, V, G_A. TRESSLER, 
M. H. STINE, 
J. S. MOSER. 


Report adopted sevtatim and as a whole. 
Parochial reports were read and referred to the Committee on 


Parochial Reports. 
Adjourned at 4:30 p. m. with prayer by Dr. P. S. Leisenring. 


EVENING SESSION. 


‘THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 1894, 7 :30 P. M. 
Synod met in union with the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society. 
Home Missions was the subject for the evening. Excellent 
addresses were made by Mrs. S. E. B. Myers and Rev. S. B. Bar- 
MitZ yD) aD: 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1894, 9 A. M. 

After a half hour’s devotional service, led by Rev. Wm. Uhl, 
Synod was regularly opened with prayer by the President. 

F, Lothhammer, Lay Delegate from the German Lutheran 
Church of Sacramento, was duly received and his name placed 
upon the roll of Synod. 

The Secretary called the roll of the congregations, and made 
inquiry of each whether the entire apportionment had been 
raised, and if it had not, why not? 
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Report of Committee on President’s Report. 

The report of the President of the Synod of California for this past year is 
aptly told in the spirit of enthusiasm, and indicates a continued. and progres- 
sive development and unfolding of power on the part of the great Lutheran 
Church on this Pacific Coast. 

The following points are mentioned for Synodical notice: 

1, A recommendation that out of respect to the memory of the late Rev. 
A.C. Stup, suitable resolutions shall be formulated and presented to this body. 
Shall Committee for such purpose be appointed? 

2. A petition of Rev. G. W. F. Kiesel, asking to be identified with this Synod. 
Shall this matter be referred to the Synodical Ministerium for decision? 

3. That the President’s congratulations to the pastor and people of San 
Diego be enlarged to embrace the congratulations of the Synod of California 
to the devoted congregation and its loved pastor on behalf of their splendid 
work for the year. 

4. That owing to absence of our beneficiary, Mr. L. R. Garrett, from school, 
Rey. M. W. Hamma, D. D., be released from his self-imposed personal pledge 
on this behalf. Also that the thanks of the Synod be tendered its delegates 
to the General Synod for the masterful manner in which they Bee 
California Lutheranism at its late Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
P. S. LEISENRING. 

Report was considered item by item. 

The first item was approved, and a committee appointed, con- 
sisting of Revs. Graif and Tressler, to carry out the resolution. 


Other items adopted, and report adopted as a whole. 


Report of Standing Committee on Home Missions. 

We have received the following petition from Trinity Lutheran Church of 

Riverside, Riverside, Cal., and recommend that the petition be granted. 
PHILIP GRAIF, 
M. W. HAMMA, 
WM. MOLLER. 

Report adopted. 

Synod made the special order of business for 1: 30 p. m. the 
report of the Advisory Board of Home Missions. 

It was ordered that the Treasurer of Synod close his books on 
or about the roth of March, and that all the benevolent moneys 
of the various churches be sent to him by that time. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That we respectfully recommend that all congregations of our 
Synod require all their members to commune regularly, and that all members 
who refuse to commune for two consecutive years and who pay nothing to the 
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support of the church, shall be denied the right to vote in all congregational 
matters, and they shall not be reported to Synod as communicant members, 


Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., was given the floor of Synod, and he 
addressed Synod on the work of the Board of Education. 

The kind invitation of Rev. A. C. Wedekind, D. D., to the 
Synod to visit him in his home on Saturday afternoon, was heartily 
accepted. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. Kiesel. 


—— a 


FOURTH SESSION. 


; Fripay, ApriL 6, r894, 2 P.M. 

Synod was opened with prayer by Bro. Wm. Bosbyshell. 

The special order of Home Missions was taken up, and the 
report of the Home Mission Committee for 1893-94 was pre- 
sented. 

Home Mission Report. 

It is with no small satisfaction that we perceive and chronicle the fact of a 
marked and general prosperity of our Missions, as indicated in the following 
summary statement. In the face of an unusual stringency in the money 
markets of the world, the benevolent work suffers but slightly—a high average 
along this line being clearly seen. Indeed, in almost every item advance is 
strikingly visible, and in some individual cases, the progress achieved borders 
well nigh on the phenomenal. 

We would recommend : 

1. That we greatly appreciate the Board’s wisdom and kindness in arrang- 
ing to favor us with the presence and services of Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., 
our Western Secretary. 

2. That we gratefully acknowledge the paramount interest the Woman's 
Board is taking in our California work. 

3 That we especially urge the Boards to take up, as soon as practicable, 
Watsonville and Salinas as one charge, and Santa Rosa, in the order of their 
prospective value. 
NUISSIONS tareteiwc oleic ies 
Communicant Membership 
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MONEY RAISED FOR 


ee EU Ee ASS Bee Sena ee 13,728 

EMC NPIcnber setn eo ees atte rs ticcess oe recess $128 if sie ots 
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Respectfully submitted, PHILIP GRAIF, 


M. W. HAMMA, 
WM. MOLLER. 
Report was adopted seviatim and as a whole. 


Report of Advisory Board of Home Missions. 

Your Committee has received a petition from the Lutheran church of Mon- 
tovia, Cal, asking Synod to recommend to the Board of Home Missions that 
they grant the church an appropriation of $200, for a few years, to aid in sup- 
porting the pastor, and we recommend that their request be granted. 

Respectfully submitted, M. H. STINE, 
J. S. SIMON. 
Report adopted. 


_  Besolutions of Respect. 

Wueress, Rev. A.C. Stup, a licentiate of this Synod, commissioned by the 
Board of Home Missions to pioneer the work at Riverside, has entered into 
his reward; and, 

Whereas, He was known as a young man of high character and scholarship, 
and more than ordinary consecration to the work of the Master; therefore, 

Resolued, That we as a Synod bear testimony to his virtues and offer this 
chaplet to his memory, inspired by the prayer and hope that his early and 
sudden departure from earth may not only impress us with a deeper sense of 
life’s shortness and uncertainty, but also sharpen our feeling of individual re- 
sponsibility to God, and fan into a brighter and steadier flame our devotion to 
Christ and His cause. 

Respectfully submitted, PHILIP GRAIF, 
V. G. A. TRESSLER. 

Resolutions adopted by a rising vote. 

Dr. S. B. Barnitz led the Synod in an earnest prayer, asking 
that God would give to one and all the spirit of whole-hearted 


consecration in the work of the blessed Master. 
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Absence and Absentees. 
Your Committee on Absence and Absentees would respectfully report as 


ollows: 
For sufficient reasons, known to us, we would recommend that Revs. M. W. 


Hamma, D. D., W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., H. E. J. Ongerth, H. Ghercke, and 
A. C. Wedekind, D. D., be excused for non-attendance at this Synod. Also 
that the following lay delegates be excused: John Everding and James Dutot. 

We desire further to offer the following resolution : 

Wuereas, The Angel of Death has been hovering over the home of our 
brother, Dr. Hoskinson, ready to claim his own; and also, 

Wuereas, Our Treasurer, Bro, John Everding, has been detained because 
of illness; therefore, 

Resolved, That our heartfelt sympathy go out to them, that prayers be now 
offered for speedy recovery, and that the Secretary of Synod be asked to ex- 


press the sympathetic affection of Synod to these brethren. 
Cc. W. MAGGART, 
WM. UHL. 


Report adopted. 


Apportionment. 

The report of the Apportionment Committee was received and 
adopted. (See Appendix C.) 

Synod took a recess for the purpose of visiting the meeting of 
the Woman’s H. & F. M. Society. 

After a recess of forty-five minutes, Synod again resumed the 
regular order of business. 

The Treasurer was authorized to make out his report after the 
meeting of Synod, and submit it to the Chairman of the Auditing 
Committee, and which, after being approved, should be incorpo- 
rated in the Minutes of Synod. 

By motion, Synod made the special order for Saturday, 9 to 10 
a. m., the Preparatory Service and the Synodical Communion. 

Adjourned at 4: 30 p. m. with prayer by Rev. J. S. Moser. 


EVENING SESSION, 


Fripay, APRIL 6, 1894, 7: 30 P. M. 
The subjects for the evening were “ Foreign Missions,” “Church 
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Extension” and “Education.” Addresses were made upon these 
subjects, in the order in which they are given, by Revs. J. S. 
Moser, J. S. Simon and V. G. A. Tressler. 


FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 1894, 9 A. M. 

The special order of this hour being the Preparatory Service 
and the celebration of the Holy Supper, Rev. C. F. Oehler 
preached a sermon suitable to the occasion, basing his remarks 
on the 51st Psalm. 

At ro o’clock the Synod again resumed its regular order of 
business. It was moved that a committee of two be appointed to 
draw up resolutions respecting the work of the Young People’s 
Societies in our Synod. 

The President appointed Rev. V. G. A. Tressler and Dr. P. S. 
Leisenring. 

Parochial Reports. 

The Committee on Parochial Reports submitted its report, 
which was adopted. (See Appendix D.) 

By a standing vote, Synod authorized the President to return 
the thanks of Synod to the members and friends of the Lutheran 
Church of San Diego, for their kind and generous hospitality in 
entertaining the Synod. 


State of the Church. 


The Committee on the State of the Church report as follows: 

The past year, while in many aspects one of distress, ought to have been, 
and we believe has been, conducive to a larger Christian sympathy, helping us 
“to bear one another’s burdens,” and also to a deeper personal piety, which has 
led each one of us to more often pray, 

““Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord, 
By the power of grace divine; 


Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope 
And my will be lost in Thine.” 


A sense of weakness in our struggle to further the kingdom of the Christ 
and work of the Church has doubtless wrought in us all a healthy, manly 
dependence upon the Lord of the vineyard. 
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The tenor of the reports from the several fields of work is of such character 
as to make us firmly confident that the good God is still guiding our people 
and pastors, tenderly and yet mightily. 

The usual means of grace have not in any case been suspended, and their 
use has proved divinely and progressively efficient. “Tt appears that the preach- 
ing was scriptural, the ministration continual, and their results effectual. 
True, much that has been done can neither be gauged nor measured by us. It 
and its effects are now known to Him alone, who knoweth all things and doeth 
all things well. 

Humbly grateful for His past proffered benediction, reverently adknowledg- 
ing His loving providence, we submit ourselves and our work, our persons and 
our churches, once more to His keeping. 

We recommend to the churches, for the furtherance of a practical, healthful, 
thrifty Christianity : 

Ist. That there be the widest circulation of that great pastors’ aid, the 
church paper. 

2d. That all the youth of the Church be studiously and thoroughly instructed 
in Luther’s Catechism. 

3d. That there be a more devoted faithfulness on the part of our member- 
ship to all the means of grace, especially the preparatory and mid-week ser- 
vices of the Church. 

Praying that the great Head of the Church may hold us steadfast in the 
faith, working in us that which-is well pleasing in His sight, until He shall call 
us into that blessed heavenly fellowship where our communion shall be forever 
perfect and our joy forever full, we submit this our report in His name. 

VICTOR GOA] TRESSUBR, 
M. W. HAMMA. 


Report adopted sevza#m and as whole. 
Synod was led in prayer by brother Tressler, asking God’s 
blessing upon the work of the coming year. 


Young People’s Societies. 

Your Committee on Young People’s Societies submit the following report : 

Whether viewed with reference to its inauspicious birth, its sudden rise to 
prominence, its phenomenal growth, its contagious enthusiasm, its supreme 
devotion or its telling results, there has been no more marked Christian spec- 
tacle in these last days than that of the tremendous and splendid work of the 
young people, undertaken by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and on behalf 
of Christ and His Church. 

Believing that the strength and devotion of youth may be better directed 
and utilized through the agency of these Young People’s Societies, and recog- 
nizing true worth wherever found, the Lutheran Church gives this already 
tested movement among its young “all hail” and “God speed,” recom- 
mending: 
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1, That the Synod urge upon its several pastors the organization of their 
young people on the line of the principles underlying the “ Young People’s 
Luther Alliance,” ‘‘ Augsburg League,” or “ Christian Endeavor Society.” 

2. That the “ Young People’s Society,” under whatever name, is always and 
shall be only an adjunct of the Church, which alone is divine, and is therefore 
to be under the full supervision of pastor and church council. 

3. That we express our interest in the movement by asking the appointment 
of a speaker who shall present the matter of the young people and their work 
at the next Convention of our Synod. ; 

4. That we congratulate the Young People’s Societies already formed within 
the bounds of this Synod for their devoted aggressive and effectual efforts for 
our beloved Church. 

Respectfully submitted, VY. G. A. TRESSEER, 
P. S. LEISENRING. 

Report adopted sev?a#m and as a whole. 

It was moved that a committee of three, with the pastor Zoc7 
as chairman and the President of Synod as second, be appointed 
to prepare a program for the next Convention of Synod. 

It was so ordered. 

The President appointed Revs. M. H. Stine, J. S. Moser and 
J. S. Simon. 

The Secretary of Synod was instructed to call the attention of 
the Statistical Secretary of the General Synod to the column in 
the Parochial Reports headed “‘Excommunications and Other 
Losses,” with a request that if practicable, it should be changed 
so as to make it more clear and definite. 

Synod authorized the appointment of a committee on Sys- 
tematic Beneficence, and the President appointed Rev. C. F. 
Oehler, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson and Mr. L. W. Grothen. 

On motion, it was ordered that a committee on Excess and 
Deficit be appointed. ‘The following is the committee as ap- 
pointed by the President: Rev. C. W. Maggart and Mr. C. J. 
Borchgrevink. 

Time and Place of Next Meeting. 


Synod voted to hold the next meeting in Los Angeles, second 
Wednesday evening after Easter, 1895. 

The Secretary of Synod was instructed to have printed three 
hundred copies of the Minutes of Synod. 

Rey. C. W. Maggart was appointed Historian of Synod. 
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Lutheran Literature. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That we heartily recommend to the members of our churches that 
they purchase and read “ Lutherans in all Lands,” by Rev. J. N. Lenker, and 
the “ Lutheran Manual,” by Junius B. Remensnyder, D. D. 

Synod closed its Fourth Annual Convention with prayer by 
Rev. Wm. Uhl, and adjourned to meet in Los Angeles, the second 
Wednesday evening after Easter. 

J. 5. SIMON, 
Secretary of the Synod of California. 


MENISTERIUM. 


San Dieco, Ca., APRIL 5, 1894, 12 M. 
The Ministerium was opened with prayer by Rev. Philip Graif. 


Report of Committee on Applications for Membership. 


WueErEas, Revs. G. W. F. Kiesel and J. Schmierer, of the Northern District 
of the Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States, have applied for letters of dismis- 
sion from the District Synod in order to unite with this body; and, 

Whereas, Said District Synod does not meet in time to secure their certifi- 
cates for this convention of the Synod of California; and, 

Whereas, The letters of Rev. M. Loy, D. D., and others of the Joint Synod 
of Ohio, give the highest character and commendation to these brethren; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the names of Revs. G. W. F. Kiesel and J. Schmierer be 
placed on our roll, and that so soon as their letters be received the President 
be authorized to regularly receive them as members of the Synod of California. 

Respectfully submitted, WM. UHL, 
J. S. SIMON. 


Report adopted. 


San Dieco, Cat., APRIL 6, 1894. 

The Ministerium met to hear the report of the Examining 
Committee, and after prayer by Dr. Barnitz the following report 
was presented : 

After a close and careful inspection of the credentials and an examination 
of Max Dederer on the subjects constitutionally prescribed as necessary to 
qualification for the gospel ministry, we are prepared to recommend him for 
an ad interim license, providing a field opens to him within our bounds dur- 


ing the Synodical year. PHILIP GRAIF, 
M. H. STINE. 
Adjourned with prayer. J. S. SIMON, Secretary. 


(21) 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


a 
N 


"440j24285 “NIGUAAT ‘f 
6g g¢ Ute Te eh saces sae cissn = Poot Hey judy puvy uo yse) 


‘payiurqns ATny399dsayy 


ae L6¢ PLES NSIS ICICI TOD NOK HOO III CT a COW 


Pe Qorf cos icc sece see sense ceLLLIIITITLGAL SBMMpuadaal | 00 ox receecsecees++ss++ uomesodioour yo aumoooe Suny Ag 
sreerese+Kinsvary [eorpouds | bE Leg -+-- +++ *SoMMUTJ IJ AJBIN0G UoNoqng uvriayqyny sq 
z§ 994 00 oc of 6€ of of LE zo So fF Si cli S1 § 
; : QI of Coz seer eees OF TT DGD SO CONDOR ay yes eit 
SL elgg joo ozgol 6£¢oL of giLE z9$ So fpgisx cLig |\Sr vgrg lof Cozg Ez gorg Jor 11g|-eee es eee eee paatacar junoure OL 
eee eee Gieio.e (nisl Nols ele se + ae A A Oe, ee RE eee Foe: ae 
oOo vz feye) VI TECTED EIRCOM OIC oa OH se eeee “ici cistere, “Cy Cp CURLED “AN TAT Oy 
& O16, OOS (Ol) & @) @e.6 0] 6 6 66 e686 |e ek we € ee pees Z 
8 2 aka | : : | 00 Ol jooor joo or og Soc he Gat ees UL UEIO Oo) OFTSULCIIL GT «5 
o¢ a "71'71/00 EF Joo Ex joo gz 82 gt [0S gS joS gS joo Sg ca ge oz G [ererereeceee ‘++ OOSIOURLY UBS ,, 
a ae Bes OL 9 ‘o£ 9 iy ae Sr of Cr of oS €¢ [ries seeelecseceleceses ceecee sense esaraSIy SOT 5, 
: EONS ON oS b jzr zr oS € |Se oz Szoz |Sozz zg 6 OB Ih) lease spiel sia-ee en aeRO Ces 
2 a dee hoes 00 $ Sz o1g0S g [oS zz joS zz [Sz Sz ooor looz scereeeseseserseees OST ULG 9 
a SUA Ae el oe ane RCO 108 oI oS zz oo Sz 00 OI 00 z¢ theese ee eeeees sees OVUZUIBIDES e. 
: a pure 100. ORfion 1¢ seeeiclslor. eg Sz ozg cz oz¢ oS TEE [eres rcceleccccsloces coe seseveuccees *PULTALO 5, 
9 $ fieteiel a 'e 'a)|! eevee: s.0/| |e e-0 eile) 6)|\ e760 6) win. et|tee.s.2in ase OIG? HOOT | ia) zl¢ sprig etal sre piaieisTercye aeons he ee OOUE TEC ON 
: I : : . a . . . . . ’ ‘ 
ogi = ee pee : : : : 
gett) ieee Bh hee é a E 
Celt ag ‘ 2 S aS A db a ; 
: sik ll so aA sey tes EI g 3 Sy he § 
: asia = q oa ae) me B B iB z 
: a 3 > ica) * = B oe > 
. a ren cal 3 4 a a = a YW 
g =a 4 ro] wn a3) ° ae] gS | S 3 
4 ae & 5 =) o>} (S) ao) o Ss g 
& nO a = FS 3 5 @ g ea ligne 
SS Seto oy eae ee 
Ay aa} -Q ') io Pe ee ao) o 


POsr ‘2 piadp of ‘Ebgr ‘er pradp morf ‘wru.0, YD) fo pouks uvnsayynT poryesuvag 2U) jinn Jun0IID Ut ‘4atnsve4[, “ONIGNATAA NHOfL 


‘HWodey Stemsvolt—" YT XTONAWoIoay 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


INIATYOHOUO ‘fo 


‘LUVOOVIN “MO 


‘payyunqns Aqnyjqoadsayy. 


z6 €orl-: ree oe [ores 2) OQ BH [receeeiesess +109 6 [ereee|eeree*- 00 9 Ck GREECE + uvulies ‘epourepy 
ob 0% |°--+:\0g ZSI\loo g Goo fabian Be 00 B jrrrttt]tetts*} 00 g jr****/00 OF |)*****}00 06 00 COT | ‘uRUTIar ‘oyUSUIEIDRS 
Cb 1gz|rrrres tee22 00 Er | vreese ies eesloo 1 DADE GUD Salis | MN LS| BUrSintes Au: ++ +++ -oostoueLy ues 
of 6z |r++°+|/SS S1r}eeeees ees OL g yy ue Ok OOM, ER ree lets cco rreeee CE Q tiseees sajaSty soy 
log 1 zo 66 seers OF oo § sete ee ee eee elf P *+*++'99 1 loo o1 POR GR IESCS CCAS ¢ SPOUR OSC OD aro) Cinda 
GL OF OO GOL ssi ee) OO se eeee ee eeerlgg § [rs77*/8% og Sz o1g'|*--*-l00 SzgioS 9 steseees -O89Iq ues 
00 oz |*#9+*|Sz gg |oo Sg terrtite ees /l00 § | oo OL trtetltetees feeeeefereeealGz g te eee e+ oqmame10eS 
ZL Oz$|¢ °° j0L OL¢\|.°°*°* Of 5¢ 00 org feye) €¢ ee -29lo0S 1¢ fele) 6g) +-°- eRe Mey. ERs Oo 00 SN loys z¢ Racine ake purpyeo 
eae et eel eu oe Maia aati hoe Mae Sie gyi lls cell, cag sh ot 
| Sy II ’ is) 
a ie ay | (a) a Ay Q ea Ay S) ca) ay | (SS) ica) fat 
*s[e]O J, Hs sueydig *pun,y S10jseg ‘uonevonpy A1youag|| ‘uoleonpy jo prvog 
Oo) Fone er Slog) TZ reese esses) 00 be [tere eleers lag 6 weet leeeseel OG T [oor escleccece ++ uvuliax ‘epomely 
00) 9ZG <= =-*100 O ||00) 92g)" *= 00) OT |,00' OF F)-=="="|00 OL log E |" =""-\0g zi joe © \je=-*°* Oc © || *ueurtes<ojusureroes 
restos eonee a gE |lerreesfere+s of QS retee [eeeeeslag Gg |e eeee|ees+slo0 gz |ierreeleeeeeeloz G | ++++++oostoueng weg 
settee eens Gr OF |jereere sees Gr OF | reese ceeeesloG EE Job Er]eceesfere eee setese|eceees| eeeeees sopoSuy sory 
ser ebeleveee Gziog [loser sr eee|Sz og |[erreee seeeeslo§ zz |leeeesfeeee loo 6 | ‘lor of |06 1 | ereres +++ gsof ues 
epee reen tn 108 C7 cessesieseerlog ez seees+l00 Sz¢Sz Sz brett eens 00 OL | reese 00 Z| tree e+ es OSs ues 
feo cw: ee seeceeleseeslOS ZZ om ooo a0 olka Gig eset cscil cea 00 O1¢ | CIRCE No On as *|2)/-/*/*)>i2 OFM OUIE IOVS 
sag he etewoby | Se rc eaae egies 5 Oa 2G OO OG oe eee eee see c ee wee PICO UO ni pA) 
Ae init sl Seceseral ay. eset pee tol He ete eal ech wet Naan ee 
s Ue oS Ss 3 tas} 
a) ca Ay A oo Ay a) co) fa Q a Ay a) co af 
‘uOIsua}XY YoyD *SUOISSIJA, USIOIO “SUOISSITY OWMOFZ =| “Amsvary, Teens) *‘poudg [erouax 


‘Wlopod PUL sseoxy uo ooyIMMOD jo yrodey—"ET- STO NWaaow 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


‘mojeq esed uo ‘on Surpuods 


SLGL Igutcs 00 80HFES 00 O0CeTTE GLIT/Sh COL 46 {LG|S9L |FOL |ST [SS TOL |" *}11)" "6 
TE.00 0b | °o- 2 Syeree seer igg [ee lersatee ee lacle ee wale mee) seller win oe b ae “URIOMIN'T “AGL ISAT] "17" OPISTOATT ‘SOM “TM 9) 
OW ee [cette fete veee[eele  [eses|e[@ fees [eseefee|eeesfec}enfe [esfeseeeeneees Loses eater ail meee enctonlen cage stars OOSTOURA 
ueg “4S HNL og ‘oyoryey "A 
6 |09 G89 00 0&9 00 00ST G6) Sateen 8 AOL RE ke ¢ |8 PSTD fe SL AG UB ULE) = ae ae Ore BpouUBly: 
“49 UJUIN GIFT “U3109U0 “¢ “A “A 
8 [00 46 00 SL DD GODOT YE) LP T 3% IST seecles|eeleetr [-o+-upTeygMy AYLULL, were reese esescscesccs OpISI9.AIY 
“OAV TOTOD 109. ‘1980 W ‘o£ 
& (00 008¢ 00 008 00 00006 j\OLT |" "\T SONS OGG Nl Clem es eal OaTO Te Maile iene rT antiely arches TOUT Oe Olea CL USES) | ei ers eae “OVUDMIBL 
-0BS “IS MW. LOSI ‘TOTTPO “A ‘sBq) 
9 |9L FLR geet eae tt a OOL | |Z g L/P jel |F T St |°"|@ || | Wn’y Ag ‘“ougq 908.19 sh “980 UBS “oor 41sod 
| “OC OJ¥S “AO[SSOLL “V “4 LOYOLA 
GS 08 L6FL 00 0006 00 000€T 96 |L \€ OR Vere G6 € iG jel 6 Pa ‘UBloyyuy “oud ISity DULLILO: “4S UILI ZL “JlLVry add 
FH \SP O86 00 OFLE 00 OOOTT JOLL |6L/9 g g (ke iH iL 6 él Pill Cul elipa na Cag ate Rees he eal SU OU Me ae ile Oe “OJUSTUB.L 
| -0vg “4S O 60ST ‘UOSUPISOH "S*M 
€ 100 00Sr 00 008 00 000EE |zcs |" "|F PD als 96 casa Os (a 1 [Wn] “Aq “SUM ISIEA| 7 "" OOSTOURIY UBS “BIABIO) 
avou “4g AIBex) SUOWIS “S “¢ 
@ |€8 1064 |00 00L9 00 OOOFS JO9T JOL|IZ] |9L JE j9 0G |e [& JT Nes NHB LOU AIL Gae.o Uefa PEL Rallis pee ewe mere solasuy soy ‘8919 
| IIOMOTA PUB YS “100 ‘QUIS AW 
E [G3 Lzzs$ |00 O00S$ [00 OOOLTS |SIT |Z [IT |] [|e |L OL 1 jOL Gales ies Meese TLBMO GAIN) ey erie ain eet ie a OS21q UBS 
| “4g WTA SCFT ‘jXVSseW “Al “AO 
Eps (oe | oeP LSee eh a eg elevelgmal 
s| Es | @ | SS |Be/2) 2] 8 lel © |2s| 3/8) 5 lelglale 
pails te SES Nee a aleatts: Veo seu Sa sl ts 
2) ee a iB B mw) Ble ltl a =) BIE) GI2lao}6 
4 a S ae lecle|/$| 8 le Orie | | 2 leis ei 
° ar ot oH eS 56 |S Wick! & co |e | D> 
g S94 a Bo OS | ER | te Bee Stee 5 218° | @ 
2) $3 5 ee oS) Supls (ee @ ise) | 
é| gS g nq [Pele Orig Gall ees Bite 120) SEOLVIN 
Sie eo a Se, ial EB |Z| @ log eM pain ‘SSauday GNV ANVN 8,uoLsvd 
5 & ee cl EN Ble & eles ‘SNOILVOTUDNOO 
@ = HO eS Soars 1S| a 
ct DQ =| * 
4 z “8 as a 
e g 
3 “SHON VNI A “SNOISSHOOW “Sasso'T 3 
¢ 
¢ “TVinOOUVd 


‘VINYOIITVO JO GONAS FHL JO LUOdaY IVIHNOUVA— CE X TO NAIdT Vv 


25) 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


“NOSCIAVA ‘da ‘“LUVOOVW “M ‘O 


‘d1VUO dITIHd 


‘poqqimigns A[p~nyWoedsoxy 


Sh L609zS 166 OIFTF|OG GOZH Joo OL 6E$\OL OSS|ZE 18z@H joS Yo LL EFIS JEL FEIS JEL F81I$ \CL GOSS JOE LOS OL 11 |F8 FZFK [SE L96$ \CFETISET SLSL 
Wg ST eae sea! ouG- oar Pere eee Bs pace pss Sram Reg ta itn tl ser eioce BGR alee eee vee eelrg te [lp ee 
SAME ICE SH OBE ECC NSA wrcune Pe fal air Ppieiien | Oe Foote | Rae: BEE Spo toe aces lorries el Riorinscre leas 00 or looog leg It |--It low 
paae BRAT ae nee oreen (Ree eel ey 4 See GE SDEIBEGE | oEIe ee PER cristo tiem Mae erent om cients eee ---lep eer leg |e ales 
BOR ease anion eatad ence dou oo8\ poses peor =e ai teyere «+2169 oT tees|oeerees fereeedereeellag or log z Sp elalecteale 
00 ¢zZeg 00 €Z% «|0E 8e ee als = sas Sia |OORES: 00 OT 00 0OLT |00 OT 00 OL 00 OL eer dhe es 00 cE 00 OST {SLT \ST IT |& 
00 OTOL FG CSL 10 OES 9 cena 00¢ (0S F |Z 92 00 OT 69 G CZ 06 CZ 0% Of 906 |06 T |\00 0g 00 6 OST |9T ‘IT |9 
CF COST GI G6 00 OT ee eee (OONO TOG = GPR) see || nmenmcache 2 07 & CS 0% CZ 06 0G 2 acta ee OOMES 00 GL OOT /2T |°"‘IT IE 
OL §FLT £Z €9I |00 oF Ska eect Veen 0020S 4 """16E 9 0S ZG 0S ZG 00 G3 00 OT |00 & ||8¢ CF SE 10L |S9T |Z mae 4 
i 
08 LISP OS LIS) a 2a 00ST 00rSE /ee'98 00 9% G OT 0¢ 8g 0¢ 8¢ 00 ¢9 00 92 |06  |/00 SIT |00 Gtz Jo6r |Ez ks 
8 FILS CG 29S 100 EL Puen, HlOLG9y 10259 00nGL ere 8 ce 8 GT 0€ CL 08 0g €8 5 eh Mollie peed Laces LE TIS |O6T |Z "1S 1G 
CG FEISS (OF LOZ$ 00 Ges j°°°**" 00 E$ |00 ES jog ELs |e OTH JOG s¢ 0G 2B 0G ez ES ess 00 OIF/00 Z ||1G eck JF alg OTT Je. Lit 
OP ites: bt Imig nem | ete Ze) Ewe eel cet mene |g ae ort koe ee oF eh al. egennelinse: 
o 4 o 5 ey no & ) = ° qm < S ° oud | o § Ste 3 
s = en © 3 2 oe 5 © ¢ 5 5 5 B FS ore et) tt 2 ees es 
3 ge ic ie | TS 3 OB ® 1 g, 5 2 ® t& eS oO! 9 jol|Bl g 
2 3 S = 5 a) = = ic) 09 © 2 z ® SS Sis ene 
8 & & i) ey eee ese ge iS} S is B z uae B | coe |e | 2 itis Zz 
° Ss Sy L 3 ry “a S cs] Ee = a S, ess |” | 2 5 
5 OT Ns a ie A ea id ocala Pel Ah CM eS a z 
Ee 3 &, S 5 a = | © Oo ° q 5 ® Bag E ‘3 
ei ® & B for a ra ° 5 5 5 © a 5 r6 8 : 
& 3 ° ® i 53 © S, wn ‘ ° Om g 
5 ot 2 . ° md on 5 is} D fas) 7 = 
cy w ie 3 £ ° 5 “ E ; B 
° - 5 Fs 5 ; ‘ g 
q ° 4 5 
- SNOILAGTYLNOD : 
“HONWIOAH NGA “S'TOOHOS-AVGNOAS 


‘penuyuveg —WINAOATTVO JO CONAS AZHL JO LYOdeY IVIHVOUVA 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


ZI zgzi¢ze LE lob gS¢06 gS¢og Li1¢ Of gorg |BE ESzg gE LSe¥g 29 ggz¢ og A11¢ jLq Lig gd11 
OQel” \Ze Gior  eer sos & Cae cs L jes 2 gS g Osi ts zs GE |eceeee se seees BIAOIUOT 
TS Te of z~ joS§ z joo §$ 09 v SLor (Shor |S 21 0 S GL lod» [es cee tein ies Opiesalyy 
Iz 101 |gS S9 vy |S9 ¥ jof 6 Gong 00 0c joo0z gh zz of 6 OV nC Ome een ae eae SULE TN 
66 tg1 |So1 jo g '0S g joo dr [hg Sr |S5 9€ 85 of Sg 1 joo dr =|$$ 2 ody |++*+ ueuLIod ‘oyueureIDeS 
zz blz |9$ 1% log z1 09 z1 oz Sz gr fe =igt VS «gt v5 = HL IQ Joe Gz |gh € |eGz \++°°++ +++: Ooslouerg ues 
zi t41 '00 1 l00 g l00g joog1 |zl br job KE ov VE 6€ joo gi oz lOgd rrr erst tt: sajasuy soy 
ZB QOI |z9 oo §& joo S joo oF oz 6 of Iz oS Iz oS vz 00 Ol oS I oor te ceeeeeeeeees 350f URS 
go zz lok 09 § jog S jog II €or |gr ve igi ve ie te joc-1l SO ert BODOOUOOO0 SOOO G | HAS) 
of 611 |g9 or G (ee leo ine leet | RO Se (Steak Moraes = Mele) ais Sg 1 OIL [errs se ests * OJUOUTEIO’S 
Lv tog log of log bg log Hg log 6¢ [Eg g¢ |ho ozg |b ozg zs Ez¢ jog Of ~ hr IG 96 [orto este t< st PUBLAO 
ae So" So or +60" |e re" Se" Sve" or Sf10° 

: : : : g : ; : : : flee 

os 3 : ae q ; 5 3 ~ 5 

8 Cees : 8 3 5 a 5 ee 

x 3 g E 3 § @ § I g cs) 5 

te ee emi ae ot eg ee pe Be ee 

ee ae kee) me tee cee 

5 Soe eran “ a x 5 Cais ee 

aa) & q wD 3) ° aq S — oe 

e) 3 u Cal 3 Oo op o ao} u Ss 
g cece wale 2 3 : ie E 2 eae 
o coal 
Solita ihe in| gem a 6 Ee ss Boe eeea-Z 


-gayyimmoy ueumuoToddy Jo yrodoy—"O) XTANAIAVT 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


OF THE 


OF THE 


OF THE 


HELD AT 


SAN DIEGO, CAL., 


APRIL 85th and 6th, 1894. 


OFFICERS FOR 1894 AND 1899. 


President. 


Mrs. CHARLES W. MAGGART. 


First Vice-President. 


Mrs. W. H. Hoskinson, Sacramento. 


Second Vice-President. 


Mrs. J. EVERDING, San Francisco. 


Third Vice-President. 


Mrs. PHase J. H. Mays, Los Angeles. 


Recording Secretary. 


Miss MINNIE GILCHER, San Diego. 


Corresponding Secretary. 


Mrs. M. H. Stine, Los Angeles. 


Treasurer. 


Miss L. L. A. TRESSLER, San José. 


Historian. 


Mrs. S. E. BirrLe Myers, San Francisco. 


Literature Committee. 


Mrs. JOHN EVERDING, San Francisco. 
Mrs. Wo. MoLier, Oakland. 
Miss Kate CANTRELL, San Francisco. 


7 Es 


SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


W. oH. & FM. SYNODICAL SOGIETY 


CALIFORNIA, 


MET IN THE 


FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SAN DIEGO, 


APRIL Sth, 1894. 


FIRST SESSION. 


The session was opened at 2 o’clock p. m., with Devotional 
Exercises by the President, Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers. 

Hymn No. 358 was sung, followed by prayer by Mrs. M. H. 
Stine. Fervent prayers and Responsive Scripture Reading occu- 
pied the first half hour. 

The Recording Secretary being absent, Miss M. Leisenring was 
appointed Secretary pro tem. 

The Delegates’ credentials were presented. 

San Francisco—Mrs. John Everding. 

Oaklanéd—Mrs. Wm. Moller. 

Los Angeles—Mtrs. M. H. Stine. 

Mrs. P. J. H. Mays. 
San José—Miss L. L. A. Tressler. 
Sacramento—Mrs. C. B. Hoskinson (English church). 
Mrs. Gruenewald (German church). 
(29 ) 
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San Diego—Miss Emma Young. 
Miss Carrie Boyce. 
Miss Matilda Leisenring. 
Several of these delegates were unavoidably detained at home. 
Miss Emma Young welcomed the Convention to San Diego in 
a most cordial and beautiful address. This was responded to by 
Mrs. John Everding, which was read by Mrs. M. H. Stine, of Los 
Angeles, Mrs. Everding being absent. 
The President’s address then followed. 


President's Address. 


Dear Sisters in Christ: The second year of our history as a Synodical So- 
ciety is completed, and we have again assembled together to review the work 
of the past year and plan greater things for the future. It is with much grati- 
tude to God that I am able to report His mercy in sparing the lives of our 
laborers on this coast during the past year; though many of them have been 
seriously ill, yet God has raised them up from beds of pain to work for Him 
still longer upon earth. 

Our work has been greatly hindered by the financial distress of our country, 
extending even to our own fair State. It has been almost impossible to more 
than hold our Societies together during this stringency, and even this has only 
been done by anxious care and much prayerful labor on the part of our auxil- 
iary officers. We could indeed wish that more money and societies could be 
reported, but we thank God for what we have, and hopefully look forward to 
the future. 

Encouraging reports come to us from the foreign field. Doors are opening 
everywhere in heathen lands for our missionaries, especially for our noble 
women workers, in those hitherto inaccessible places in India, Syria and China. 
Japan has begun to call loudly “Come over the mighty Pacific and tell us of 
your Christ.” In Africa there are more places open for us than we have 
laborers to fill them or money to pay the expense. The great eastern conti- 
nent of Asia is ready and ripe for a glorious harvest. Oh, where are the 
workers to gather in these grand sheaves for the Master! 

Here in California we have the greatest home missionary field in the world. 
Nations from every clime are constantly coming to our shore. Every species 
of infidelity runs riot here, and is taught publicly, from the refined professors 
who delight in Evolution and Theosophy, to the lower and more debasing 
Paine and Voltaire systems. ‘There is no God,” seems to be the popular cry 
of this age. Now is the time for us, children of the grand Church of the Re- 
formation, to arise, put on the armor of the Lord, and proclaim to all in our 
reach the central doctrine of our creed, “ Justification by faith in Jesus Christ.” 
To this end let me urge upon you the necessity of more prayer in our Auxili- 
ary meetings. We are engaged in the work of the Lord. We are told that 
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He prayed often. Even His miracles were preceded by prayer. Cold moun- 
tains and the midnight air witnessed His communings with His Father, almost 
His last words consisted in prayer. If He, the sinless one, needed prayer, how 
much more do we need to beseech Him for strength and wisdom when engaged 
in planning work for His cause. While we are trying to collect money for the 
General Society let us not lose sight of our prime object, the salvation of souls, 
for this is what the missionary cause means. Come to your meetings with your 
hearts and minds freshly filled with inspiration gained in your secret conversa- 
tions with Jesus. If the heart is overflowing with His love, lips and-tongue 
will be eager to tell to others what you have learned from a close walk with 
God. “Let us come boldly to Him, that we may obtain grace to help in every 
time of need.” Jesus encourages us in His own words, “ Whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name, that will I do.” 

I must again ask the Societies to use the Gospel Manuals and Mission 
Studies. The Board are very desirous of having uniformity in our work, and 
have bountifully supplied us with literature. To open a meeting with only a 
short Psalm and a shorter prayer, read the minutes of a previous meeting, col- 
lect the dues, and then dismiss the members, is zof ‘he way to feed the minds 
and hearts of our people. They want instruction, and come together to learn 
what their President has to tell them of the home and foreign field. Com- 
paratively few people among our congregations take our church papers and 
journals, thus all that they can know of the heathen and the need of mission- 
aries is taught them at the monthly meetings. How important it is then for 
each President to carefully study her work and the subject as found in the 
Mission Studies and Journal, beside the tracts sent out monthly, and come 
prepared to interest and instruct the members. Take plenty of ¢ze for this 
meeting, and do not hurry through the exercises, or join them on to the exd 
of some other meeting that may have preceded it. The Missionary Society 
should be held upon a different afternoon or evening from any other service. 
Have the latest intelligence from our sacrificing home missionaries in our 
Western and Southern States, and from the foreign field, read aloud, so that 
they can be informed of the necessities of our self-denying laborers, who are 
often enduring great privations among people as poor as themselves, in order 
to preach the gospel to them. Were this plan adopted, we should see by next 
year a large increase in membership and funds, and a deeper growth in grace 
among our people. 

Dear sisters, do we fully realize our power to be valuable assistants to our 
pastors? Let us make our Societies living, active agents for good. How can 
our people know of our work and needs unless the auxiliary officers instruct 
them by means of our literature? 

I hope that each Society will provide itself with tracts, and circulate them 
freely among the congregations to which they belong. 

Mrs. Dr. Hamma has written to me requesting that the subject of “The 
Lutheran Women’s International League,” should be presented by me to this 
Conyention. She desires particularly, that a list of names of our women 
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should be sent to her as members of this League. The paper containing the 
object of this League will be placed in the hands of the Committee appointed 
upon this address, who will explain to you to-morrow. As no money is called 
for at this time, I would like the members to respond to her request. 

I recommend that the Constitution adopted by us last April, the new By- 
Laws to be adopted here, and the new rules of order adopted by the Biennial 
Convention, be published with our Minutes of this Convention, that our people 
may have the opportunity of becoming acquainted with our proceedings. 

I have been instructed to lay before you the necessity of establishing a 
Synodical Fund, by means of which the expenses of the officers attending our 
Conventions and Biennial Conventions, as well as other necessary expenses, can 
be defrayed. In order to keep ourselves in touch with our General Society, 
we shall be obliged to send a delegate, as often as possible, to the Biennial 
Convention. I would advise, as a means of establishing this fund, that each 
Auxiliary Society make an especial effort during the year, by means of some 
entertainment, to raise money for this especial purpose, so that by the time of 
our next Convention we shall have the nucleus of our fund obtained. 

The formation of Children’s Bands among our congregations is a great ad- 
junct to our work. We have a duty to our children that as yet has not been 
undertaken. Instruct them early in life, implant in their young hearts the 
seeds of consecration of their lives to Christ, and tell them of the work around 
them that rey can do to lead their young companions to the One who said, 
“¢ Suffer the little children to come unto me,” and when these youths grow up 
we shall reap the fruit of this careful instruction. “ As the twig is bent, so is 
the tree inclined,” is an old but true adage. The quick sensibilities of child- 
hood receive impressions that mould the character of the man. An old 
writer has said, “Give me the first five years of a child, and I will form the 
character of the future man.”’ How important then it is that we should educate 
the youth in the great work of the evangelization of the world. 

Dear Sisters, let us feel that we are workers together with Christ. If we 
have the flame of sacred love burning on the altar of our own hearts, and 
imitate His zeal for the salvation of sinners around us, we shall, by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, succeed in our work during the coming year. 


Thus shall the gems we gather here, 
With others won on India’s strand, 

In Jesus’ crown of stars appear, 
When sink the ocean, sky and land. 


Mrs. SUSAN E. BITTLE MYERS. 
The new Rules of Order adopted by the last Biennial Conven- 
tion were read from the Chair. 


Reports of Standing Committees and Officers and Delegates 
were listened to with pleasure. 


W. H. & F. M.S. OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 33 


The Literature Committee gave a full report of their year’s 
work, which showed increased interest among the Societies. 
Valuable suggestions and plans for future work were given by the 
Committee. 

The reports from the delegates present were interesting. Sev- 
eral reports from absent delegates were also read. 

Greetings from Mrs. A. V. Hunter and Mrs. John Everding 
Wwerel tea. a 

The following By-Laws, prepared by the Committee appointed 
at the Synodical Convention held in Sacramento last year, were 
read and adopted : 

By-Laws. 


I. The time of the meeting of this Society shall be on Thursday of the week 
during the meeting of Synod. 

2. The officers shall be President, Vice-Presidents, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Historian. ‘These officers shall meet 
quarterly if possible. 

3. Each of the Auxiliary Woman’s and Young People’s Societies within the 
bounds of this Synod contributing five cents per member, and Children’s Bands 
contributing one dollar, annually, to the contingent fund of the Society, shall 
be entitled to two voting delegates at annual Conventions. 

4. Each Auxiliary Society may send one delegate besides the President to 
the Synodical Convention. 

5. The chairman of each delegation shall report verbally or in writing the 
general work and condition of their societies. 

6. A Synodical delegate may be sent to each Biennial Convention of the 
General Synod. 

7. The fiscal year shall close after the last meeting of each Society in March, 
and all funds be forwarded to the Treasurer before the 20th of that month. 

8. At each annual Convention, the President shall appoint an Auditing 
Committee to examine the Treasurer’s books, and report to the Society. 

g. All members of Standing Committees shall be considered delegates to 
the annual Convention. 

10. Each Auxiliary Society shall when possible subscribe twenty-five cents 
annually for tracts, to be furnished by the Literature Committee. 

11. When possible, half of the expenses of the delegate to the Biennial 
Convention shall be paid from the Synodical Fund. 

12. Each Auxiliary Society may pay the sum of five dollars annually to the 
Synodical Fund. 

13. A praise meeting shall be held by each Auxiliary Society before the 


annual Convention. 
14. The expenses of the President shall be paid from the Synodical Fund. 
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All incidental expenses incurred by the officers in their work shall be paid 


from the same fund. 
15. These By-Laws may be altered by a two-thirds vote of the Synodical 


Convention at any regular meeting. 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, of Philadelphia, then. addressed the Con- 
vention in a few words of help and encouragement. 

Special Committees were appointed as follows : 


List of Committees. 

Auditing Committee—Mrs. Phoebe Mays, Miss M. Leisenring. 

Letters and Greetings—Mrs. M. H. Stine, Miss Carrie Boyce, 
Miss Kate Summers. 

Resolutions—Miss Emma Young, Mrs. Stine. 

President's Address—Mrs. C. W. Maggart. 

Literature Report—Miss Leisenring, Mrs. P. Mays. 

The Convention adjourned to meet on Friday at 2 o’clock 
p. m. 

Thursday evening, Union Services were held with members of 
Synod. An address upon California as a home missionary field 
was read by Mrs. S. E. B. Myers, followed by addresses from 
several ministers. A collection for the Synodical Fund for the 
Convention was taken up. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON, 2 O0’CLOCK, APRIL 6TH. 

The Convention opened with devotional exercises. 

Hymn, “Rock of Ages.” 

Prayer was offered by Mrs. C. W. Maggart, for Missions and 
Missionaries. 

Prayer by Miss Emma Young, for Personal Consecration. 

Hymn, “ Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 

Minutes of the previous session were read and approved. 

The roll of delegates was called. 

The delegate from Sacramento, from the German Church Mis- 
sionary Society, presented her credentials, and a report of the 
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state of their Society, which showed an active interest in the 
work. 

An interesting paper upon ‘‘Woman’s Work,” by Mrs. M. H. 
Stine, was read, followed by one upon “ Literature,” by Mrs. C. 
W. Maggart. 

A discussion as to the “Uses of Literature” in the Societies, 
was participated in by the members of the Convention. 

A recess was taken and the Synod invited to visit the Conven- 
tion. 

A recitation, ‘A Living Sacrifice,” by Miss Genevieve Averill, 
was enjoyed by all present. 

Greetings and remarks by the ministers present closed the 
recess. 

A paper upon “Foreign Missions,” by Mrs. P. Graif, of Oak- 
land, was read by Miss Emma Young. 

Reports of Special Committees followed. 

The Auditing Committee reported the ‘reasurer’s Report cor- 
rect. 

The report of the Committe on Letters and Papers was received, 
and placed on file. 

Report of Committee on President’s Address. 

The Committee upon the President’s Address reported, calling 
special attention to the following points : 

1. The need of a better distribution of our literature. 

2. The advisability of soon sending to Mrs. Dr. Hamma a list of the mem- 
bers of the Auxiliaries who are willing to be enrolled as members of the In- 
ternational Lutheran Woman’s League. 

3. The necessity of a Synodical Fund. 

4. The need of interesting the children of our congregations in the mis- 
sionary work. 

The Committee upon the Report of the Literature Committee emphasized 
the following recommendations: 

1. ‘Chat cach Society devise some systematic plan whereby the Literature 
Committee may be able to place the tracts of the General Committee in the 
hands of every member of the congregations. 

2. That there be a thorough canvass of Societies and churches for subscrip- 
tions to the AZisstonary Fournal. 

3. That each Society take more than one copy of the Mtsston Studies, and 
that they circulate them among the members. 

4. That each Society subscribe for the new tracts issued by our General 


’ 
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Literature Committee each month, which will cost but twenty-five cents a year. 

5. That each Society endeavor to place “ The Children’s Missionary ” in the 
hands of the children of our church. 

6. That each Society be requested to commence a Missionary Library. 
Tracts, Mission Studies and Journals as a beginning. 

An article published by Mrs. Dr. Hamma, stating the object of “The 
International Lutheran Woman’s League,” was read and explained, endorsed 
by remarks from members of the Convention approving of its object. 


Upon motion that a Historian of the Society be added to the 
roll of officers to prepare a history of Lutheranism upon this coast, 
in connection with this Society, it was seconded and carried. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolved, 1. That we show our gratitude to God for sparing our lives and 
permitting us to assist in spreading His kingdom during the past year by more 
active service in the coming year. 

Resolved, 2. That we express our thanks to the officers of the Synodical So- 
ciety for their efficient work. 

Resolved, 3. That the reports of progress and interest in the work have given 
us great joy and thankfulness. 

Resolved, 4. That we hereby express our regrets at the absence of so many 
delegates, and that we extend our sympathy to Mrs. Hoskinson and Mrs. 
Everding on account of the serious illness of their loved ones, and that a letter 
of condolence be sent to each. 

Resolved, 5. That we have been greatly pleased to have with us Mrs. Hut- 
ter, who has been for so many years engaged in active Christian work, to give 
us words of cheer and comfort. 

Resolved, 6. That we express our high appreciation of the very efficient work 
of our General Literature Committee, and especially of the help given us by 
them in our Synodical literature work; and that we urge upon the auxiliaries 
greater effort in the dissemination of missionary literature. 

Resolved, 7. That we extend our thanks to all who have entertained us, and 
in any way helped to make this Convention a success. 

Miss E. C. YOUNG, 

Mrs. M. H. STINE, 

Mrs. C, W. MAGGART. 
Adopted. 


On motion, the Corresponding Secretary was instructed to write 


letters of sympathy to Mrs. W. H. Hoskinson and Mrs. J. Ever- 


ding, upon the afflicting circumstances which prevented their at- 
tendance with the Convention. 
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Election of Officers 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as follows: 

President—Mrs. Charles W. Maggart, 1425 Fifth St.,. San 
Diego. : 

first Vice-President—Mrs. W. H. Hoskinson, 1309 O St., 
Sacramento. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs. John Everding, 2116 Mason St., 
San Francisco. 

Third Vice-President—Mrs. P. J. H. Mays, Los Angeles. 

Recording Secretary—Miss Minnie Gilcher, San Diego. 

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. M. H. Stine, Los Angeles. 

Treasurer—Miss L. L. A. Tressler, San José. 

ffistorian—Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers, San Francisco. ' 

Mrs. M. H. Stine was elected principal delegate to the next 
Biennial Convention, Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers being her al- 
ternate. 

The President then took the chair. The retiring President, 
Mrs. Myers, addressed the Convention in a short, tender and 
earnest manner. Mrs. E. W. Hutter followed with a touching 
address upon Woman’s Influence and congratulations upon our 
work on this Coast, closing with prayer. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to the retiring Presi- - 
dent, Chairman of the Literature Committee, Mrs. Maggart and 
Miss Leisenring, Secretary pro /em., for their services and efficient, 
earnest work. 

An order for one dollar to pay for the expense of printing the 
programmes and one for the expenses of the President amount- 
ing to fifteen dollars, were drawn upon the Treasurer. 

The President appointed the Literature Committee for the 
coming year as follows: Mrs. John Everding, San Francisco ; 
Mrs. Wm. Moller, Oakland; Miss Kate Cantrell, San Francisco. 

An invitation to meet in Los Angeles next year, subject to the 
decision of Synod, was received and accepted. 

The President gave a few words of advice urging the Societies 
to a greater advancement in our work during the year. 

Upon request, Mrs. Myers closed in prayer. 

The President adjourned the Convention. 

Miss MATILDA LEISENRING, 
Secretary pro tem. 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE GENERAL SYNOD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 24th to 28th, 1895. 


ALSO, 
A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Synodical W. H. & F. M. Society,, 


HELD AT 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 25th and 26th, 1895. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 


1895. 


TIMES AND PLACES OF MEETING SINCE THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


No. Time. Place. 
1... . . March 31st to April 2d, 1891. . . Los Angeles. 
2 ger th « Sas, April 27th to May 1st, 1892... . . San Francisco. 
Ries sek April 12th to 16th, 1893. . =. . Sacramento. 
Aw =~ « April-gth to Sthy 18940 i054. = sce San Diego. 
pen arae ig tre April 24th to 25th, 1895 Ze ie Os Ageless 


THE SIXTH CONVENTION. 


( Place—San José, California. 
Time—April 15th, 1895. 


SYNODIGAL CALENDAR, 1895-98. 


» 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rev. C. W. MAGGART, 
‘San Diego, California. 


SECRETARY. 


Rev. CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
Sacramento, California. 


TREASURER. 


Mr. JOHN EVERDING, 
2116 Mason Street, San Francisco, California. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1895-96. 


Home Missions. 


Rey. C. W.. Maccart, Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., 
Mr. C. W. MarweEDEL. 


Church Extension. 


Rev. C. W. Macoart. Rev. J. S. Simon, 
Rev. M. H. STINE. 


Beneficiary Education. 


Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Rev. J. S. Moser. 


Examination of Candidates for the Ministry. 


Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Rev. J. E. BuSHNELL, 
Rev. M. H. Srine. 


-State of Churches and Religion. 


Rev. J. 5. Simon, ‘Rev. H. GHERCKE, 
Rev. J. E. BUSHNELL. 


Parochial Report. 


Rey. J. E. BuSHNELL, Rev. J. S. Simon, 
Mr. WiLLiaM MOLLER. 


Minutes of Synod. 


Rey. M. H. Sting, Rev. J. S. Mosrr, 
Rev. Cuas. F. OEHLER. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


‘OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


CONVENED IN 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., April 24, 1895. 


Los ANGELES, Cal,, APRIL 24TH, 1895, 8 P. M. 
The Synod met in opening session in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church at Los Angeles, Rev. M. H. Stine, pastor. The opening 
sermon was preached by the Secretary, Rev. J. S. Simon, from 
John xx. 21, theme: “The Work of the Church, as apprehended 
by Our Divine Lord.” 


FIRST SESSION. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., APRIL 25TH, y A. M. 
The Synod met for a half hour’s devotional service led by the 
President, Rev. M. H. Stine, after which the roll was called and 
lay delegates received. 
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Synodical Roll. 


CLERICAL ROLL. | RESIDENCE. Lay DELEGATES. 
Rev. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., 2. ¢.-.|San Diego, Cal.-.|No Charge. 
Rev. William Uhl ..«.-..- Baad” Monrovia, Cal..-.|No Charge. 
Rey. M. W. Hamma, D. D., a. ¢.....|Washington, D. C.|No Charge. 
Rev..W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D.......- Sacramento, Cal. -|W. A. DeMerritt,a.e. 
Rev. Philip Graif; a. 2....- OteN eaves Oakland, Cal....-.|/No Charge. : 
Rev, .C. W. Maggart.....2+-++++.06 San Diego, Cal. ..|F. P. Davidson, a. e. 
Rev. J. S. Moser..--..022eseeeee ee Riverside, Cal. ...|C. W. Castleman. 
Rev..V,.G. A. Tresslér ......---.--. San Jose, Cal.....|C. G. Hubbard. 
Revi Co. Fav Ge hler ete'eieisxerenstem fo ele odale Sacramento, Cal. .|Fred. Meckfessel. 
Rey. M. H. Stin€®.-9..00 02-6 +s oes. Los Angeles, Cal -|Wm. Bosbyshell. 
eviswbstin.GRELCcClec aje'sie) iene mieeacene arate San Francisco, Cal. 
Rev. J. S..Simon-..- 0 +.--+.--eeee San Francisco, Cal.|C. W. Marwedel. 
Rev..J. E. Bushnell......--.-.....- Oakland, Cal.....|Wm. Moller, @. e. 
Rev. A..C..Wedekind, D. D., a. ¢.--.|San Diego, Cal. ..|No Charge. 


Rev. J. Schmierer, a. ¢. .-..----.---|Monrovia, Cal. 
Rev, A.. Jatho, @..é.6+++ -s22 esse eee Oakland, Cal. 
Rev. L. C..Routzahn, a. e. 


a. e., Absent and excused. 
New Members. 


On motion, Rev. J. E. Bushnell, of the Maryland Synod, was 
received as a member of the California Synod. By motion, the 
name of Rev. A. Jatho, of Oakland, was received subject to con- 
firmation of letter of dismissal from Nebraska Synod. The same 
aetion was taken with regard to Rev. L. C. Routzahn, a member 
of the Kansas Synod. 


President’s Report. 


The President read his report, which was handed over to the 
proper committee. 


' “Grace to you, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Brethren: \t affords me pleasure, as pastor of this congregation and Presi- 
dent of the California Synod, to greet you in the church in which this Synod 
was organized a little more than four years ago. The history of these four 
years is recorded in the volumes of our published minutes. To it the his- 
torian will make suitable reference. He will, no doubt, also refer to that 
history not written by human hands—the history of the prayers, the heart 
throbs and the tears of those to whom the welfare of our Zion is precious. 
The oficial acts of your President during the year were as follows: 
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AD INTERIM LICENSE. 

arly j in May Mr. Max Deoderer informed me that he had accepted.a call 
from a Lutheran church in Nebraska. This fact, according to. the recom- 
mendation of Synod, entitled him to a license for one year, which, at his 
earnest request, was accordingly sent. Said license expires with this meeting 
of Synod. 

DISMISSAL. 

‘On June 8th, I dismissed the Rev. ateety) E. G, Ongerth to“ the Evangelical 

Synod of North America.” 


ACCESSIONS. 

The Rev. John E, Bushnell, having taken charge of our mission at Oakland, 
was received into the bonds of our Synod on December 21st by transfer from 
the Synod of Maryland. 

On April 21st, Rev. A. Jatho notified me that he had instructed Rev. 
McCool, the President of the Nebraska Synod, to forward his letter dismissing 
him to this body. The letter has not as yet been’ received. I recommend 
that his name be placed on the roll, subject to the receipt of the letter of dis- 
missal, 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

On November 30th the Rev. G. W. F. Kiesel wrote me that, because he 
was “unable to recognize the doctrinal position and practices of the General 
Synod as Lutheran,” he desired to sever his connection with the California 
Synod. He wished his name to be dropped from its roll. I had previously 
learned of the difficulties existing between Rev. Kiesel and the mission he was 
serving, and his disloyalty to the Board of Home Missions, hence I did not 
grant his request. I have summoned him to appear at the meeting of this 
body, to adjust, if possible, the difficulties. 

On January 18th the Rev. H. Ghercke notified me that he had severed his 
relations as assisting pastor to Rev. Fuendling, and that he desired the co- 
operation of Synod in organizing a new congregation, and in obtaining aid 
from the Board of Home Missions. I have given the matter into the hands of 
the Committee on Home Missions. 

Before laying down the office with which you have honored me, allow me 
to say that I have been impressed with the fact that the work of the General 
Synod is scarcely begun in this great State, where so many from all nations 
are gathering. In our English churches we may not be able to gather many 
newly-arrived foreigners; but we can save their children for the church, the 
country, and for heaven. In order to do this the cities and towns should be 
canvassed and congregations organized where it is at all practicable. It is 
only by so doing that the congregations already organized can be efficient in 
their great work. On the Pacific coast, as nowhere else, the population is 
constantly changing from the city to the country, and from the country to the 
city. 

Praying the great Head of the Church for His continued blessings upon 
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the California Synod, and earnestly hoping that the day may not be far dis- 
tant when new missions shall be added to the galaxy of General Synod churches 
now combating the kingdom of darkness, I respectfully submit my report as 
the fourth President of the youngest of the General Synod bodies. 
MILTON H. STINE. 
Election of Officers. 

The Synod entered into the election of officers for the ensuing 
year. 

The President appointed Rev. H. Ghercke and Wm. Bosby- 
shell as tellers. 

The result was as follows : 

President—Rev. C. W. Maggart. 

Secretary—Rev. Chas. F. Oehler. 

Treasurer—Mr. J. Everding. 


Advisory Member. 

It was resolved to receive Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western 
Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, as an advisory member 
of the Synod of California. 

The Synod adjourned for a half hour, during which time the 
President appointed the following committees : 


List of Committees. 

No. 1. On President’s Report—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson and J. 
S. Moser. 

‘No. 2. Letters and Papers—Revs. J. S. Simon and V. G. A. 
‘Tressler. 

No. 3. On Apportionment—Rev. J. S. Moser and Mr. C. W. 
Marwedel. 

No. 4. On Leave of Absence and Absentees—Revs. M. H. Stine 
.and J..Schmierer. 

No. 5. Auditing—Messrs. William Bosbyshell and C. W. Castle- 
man. 

-No. 6. Resolutions—Revs. J. E. Bushnell and William Uhl. 

No. 7. Surplus and Defictt—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson and H. 
Ghercke. 

No. 8. Devotional Services—Revs. M. H. Stine and Chas. F. 
Oehler. j 

No. 9..Parochial Reports—Revs. V. G. A. Tressler, C. W. 
Maggart, and Mr. C. W. Marwedel. 
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Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Synod. 


The Committee on Minutes of the Last Synod reported as 
follows : 


Your Committee on Minutes of Last Synod have examined the same and 
submit the following report : 

I, On page ri it is recommended that brother L. R. Garrett be urged to 
resume his theological studies this fall (1894), in default of which he be asked 
to refund the money already given him, as shown by Treasurer’s books. 
Which, if either, has been done? i 

2. Page 12. It is recommended that the pastors of the Synod use every 
legitimate effort to encourage young men to direct their attention to the 
gospel ministry, and to preach one sermon each year on the ministerial office. 
Has this been attended to? 

3. Page 13. The standing committee on Home Missions recommend a 
petition from Riverside to* be granted, but do not incorporate the petition in 
their report, and it is therefore unintelligible. Is not suitable action in this 
matter needful? 

4. Page 19. The Secretary of Synod was instructed to call the attention of 
the Statistical Secretary of General Synod to column in parochial reports, 
“ Excommunications and Other Losses,” and request, if practicable, it should 
be changed and made more clear. What was the result of this effort? 

5. On page 20 is a resolution that we recommend to the members of our 
churches that they purchase and read “ Lutherans in all Lands,” by Rev. J. N. 
Lenker, and “ Lutheran Manual,” by Dr. J. B. Remensnyder. Was this done? 

Respectfully submitted, J. S. MOSER, 
Vv. G. A. TRESSLER, 
CHAS. F. OEHLER. 


Resolved to receive this report and vote on it seriatim. 

Ad. 1. Referred to Beneficiary Committee. 

Ad. 2. Answered by pastors in part. 

Ad. 3. Explained to be the mistake of printing house. 

Ad. 4. Referred to General Synod for action. 

Ad. 5. Yes, in part. 

The entire report was then adopted. 

Resolved, That the Report of Advisory Board of Home Missions be received 


to-morrow morning early. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


Tuurspay, APRIL 26TH, 1895, 2 P. M. 


Rev. M. H. Stine offered the prayer. _ 

The reading of the minutes was postponed. until, Friday 
morning. : 

Resolved, To postpone the devotional service until after session of Synod, 
from 4 p. m. to 5 p. m. 


Report of Committee on Beneficiary Education. 


Your Committee on Beneficiary Education report an active interest on the 
part of all the churches in the matter of educating ministers oz the field for 
the field. The pastors seem to have without exception preached as advised 
at the last meeting of the Synod, upon the character and high dignity of the 
ministerial office, and as a practical result the congregations have almost en- 
tirely fulfilled their apportioned obligations for beneficiary purposes. While 
we regret to state that we have at present no student from the bounds of the 
Synod pursuing a special theological course, we yet have reason to believe 
that a number of the younger members of several of our congregations have 
this object in view. Owing to the-discontinuance of brother Garrett as a 
student, the Synod has a surplus of $52.37 in the treasury. We recommend 
that 

1. The surplus now in the hands of our Treasurer be forwarded to President 
Clutz, for the use of some worthy beneficiary to be selected by himself. 

2. That the matter of brother L. R. Garrett’s indebtedness be Jeft in the 
care of his pastur, to be adjusted kindly, but correctly, at such an early date as 
may be possible. 

3. That the Synod repeat its action of last year, requesting of each pastor 
during the Synodical year a sermon, whose special object shall be to urge the 
young men to devote themselves to the Gospel ministry, and that the prayers 
of the parents, and especially the efforts of our pastors, be requested ‘on behalf 
of hopeful and bright young men of their respective congregations, that the 
Holy Spirit may direct them in the way which is best. 

Respectfully submitted, V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
C. W. MAGGART, 
J. S. MOSER. 


Resolved to receive this report and vote on it seviatim. 
Ad. 1. Adopted. 

Ad. 2. Withdrawn. 

Ad. 3. Adopted. 

Resolved to adopt the entire report. 
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Visiting Pastors. 

Rev. William. Barr of the United Presbyterian church, Rev. C. 
C. McLean, D. D., of M. E. church, and Rev. H.C. Crabb, of 
United Presbyterian church, were present as visitors, and were 
introduced to the members of Synod. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


Your Committee on President’s report find but two items for consideration, 
and these having been brought before you by your Committee on communica- 
tions we have nothing further to report. 

Respectfully submitted, W.S. HOSKINSON, 
J. S. MOSER. 


This report was adopted. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 

Your Committee on accounts have examined the Treasurer’s accounts and 
find them correct as per his report, leaving a real balance to date of $174.56, 
which is to be applied to unfinished apportionments. (See Appendix A.) 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM BOSBYSHELL, 
C. W. CASTLEMAN. 
This report was adopted. 
The roll was called and the pastors read their parochial reports. 


Committee on Letters and Papers. 

Your Committee on Letters and Papers respectfully submit the following 
report: 

1. We have received an application from the St. Matthew’s German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran church of San Francisco, Rev. H. Ghercke, pastor, asking for 
admission into California Synod; and having examined their constitution we 
find it in agreement with the constitution of the General Synod, and we, there- 
fore, recommend its reception. 

2. We have also received from the same source an application for assistance. 
We recommend that the whole matter be referred to the Advisory Board of 
Home Missions. 

3. We have also received letters of greeting of Rev. O. C. Miller, of Roa- 
noke, Virginia, and Rev. H. H. Weber, General Secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension, and would suggest that they be read. 

4. We are in receipt of a communication from Rey. G. W. F. Kiesel, which 
we suggest be referred to the Ministerium for consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, J. S. SIMON, 
V.G. A. TRESSLER. 

Ad. 1. Adopted. 


Ad. 2.. Adopted. 
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Ad. 3. The letters of greeting of Rev. O. C. Miller and Rev. H. 
H. Weber were read to the Synod. 
Ad. 4. Adopted. 


EVENING SESSION. 


APRIL 25TH, 8 P. M. 
At 8 p. m. the members of the Synod met together with the 
congregation. Rev. Chas. F. Oehler, of Sacramento, delivered 
an interesting and instructive lecture, illustrated with stereopticon 
views from the Foreign Mission fields of our General Synod in 
Africa and India. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Los ANGELES, APRIL 26TH, 9 A. M. 
Prayers were offered by Rev. C. F. Oehler, Rev. W. 5. Hoskin- 
son, Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Rev. H. Ghercke, and Bro. C. W. 
Marwedel. 


The minutes were read and approved. 


Report of the Committee of Advisory Board of Home Missions. 

Your committee take pleasure in offering the fifth annual report on a subject 
of'such vital importance to the California Synod. The work of our Synod has 
been strictly of a missionary character from its incipiency. Since 1891, at 
which time the first meeting of this Synod was held in this church, our com- 
municant membership has risen from 600 to 1,012; the number in our Sunday- 
school from 652 to 946; the value of church property from $98,000.00 to 
$175,500.00; our benevolent contributions from $670.53 to $1,479.74. This 
shows commendable progress in the State of our Union where every prospect 
pleases and man alone is vile, and where the children of our household of 
faith are sought after as nowhere else, and where the General Synod was so 
slow in taking up the work. We recommend: 

1. That the latest addition to the Synod, the newly organized St. Matthew’s 
church of San Francisco, be heartily commended to the support of the Board 
of Home Missions, We suggest an appropriation of $360.00, 
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2. Feeling that the prospects of the congregation at Monrovia are promis- 
ing, we recommend that said congregation maintain its organization and call 
a suitable pastor. 

3. That we urge the occupying of promising fields as a means of strength- 
ening those already occupied. 

4. That we greatly appreciate the kindness and wisdom of the Board of 
Home Missions in sending Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., our Western Secretary, 
to the meeting of our Synod to assist us by his presence and counsels. 

5. That we again acknowledge with gratitude the intense interest of the 
Board of the Woman’s Missionary Society in our California work. : 

Respectfully submitted, M. H. STINE, 
J. S. SIMON. 


This report was adopted sevzatim and as a whole. 

Rey. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., of the Board of Home Missions, ad- 
dressed the members of Synod, spoke words of cheer, and 
answered questions of information. 

Rev. J. S. Moser read his parochial report. 

Rev. V. G. A. Tressler submitted the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of our Synod are due and hereby extended to 
Rey. Father Uhl, for his notable and unabated efforts in behalf of our church 
work in Monrovia, and that we pledge him our Synod’s deepest interest in 
the future of this Mission, which we believe to be assured, and also extend to 
him our personal greetings on his sturdy old age, which still permits him to so 
faithfully and ably do the work of the Master on the field of the Church to 
which he has given his life, 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. Chas. F. Oebler. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


Los ANGELES, APRIL 26TH, 1895, 2:00 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. J. E. Bushnell. 
The minutes were read and approved. 
The roll was called and the pastors made statements as to their 
apportionments. 


Resolved, That the Apportionment Committee be authorized to assess the 
members of the Synod 10 cents a year for Beneficiary Education. 
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Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., then led the devotional services, at 
which the members of the Synod and of the Ladies’ Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society were present. A profitable devo- 
tional service was held.’ 

Business was then resumed. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


The Committee on Resolutions handed in the following resolu- 
tions : 
I, DISCUSSIONS IN OUR RELIGIOUS PAPERS. 


WHEREAS, Our congregations on the Pacific Coast and in other parts of the 
West are composed of Lutherans of all divisions in our great household of 
faith, uniting on the doctrinal basis of the General Synod, 2. ¢., the Augsburg 
Confession and Luther’s Catechism; and 

Whereas, The polemic discussion in our church papers has a tendency to 
divide and distract rather than to unite and cement; and 

Whereas, The doctrinal basis of the General Synod is fixed to the entire 
satisfaction of the great mass of the ministers and laity; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we deeply regret and deprecate these unnecessary discus- 
sions and the setting up of men of straw, and the unproved accusation, or 
rather insinuation, against brethren of our common faith in these papers, to 
the injury of the work of the Church everywhere, and especially in our western 
missions. 

Resolved, 2. That we ask these discussions to be stopped. 

Resolved, 3. That we suggest the propriety of Lutheran Church Paper col- 
umns for Lutheran writers, that they may set forth Lutheran faith and life and 
work for Lutheran readers. 

Lesolved, 4. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to all the General Synod 
papers. 


This entire resolution was adopted. 


II. PARSONAGE FUND. 


Resolved, That we observe with great satisfaction the movement made by 
the General Synod at Canton, minutes page 171, in behalf of the establishment 
of a permanent parsonage fund, since there are many generous’ friends who 
may contribute to such a parsonage fund, in view of their appreciation of this 
praiseworthy enterprise, and in view of the fact that many of our missions 
absolutely need this particular kind of help, and the building of parsonages 
will be of permanent advantage to our churches. We, therefore, recommend 
the adoption of the nezessary provisions for a parsonage fund under the con- 
trol of our General Synod, as it may direct. 


This resolution was adopted. 
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III. RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 

. Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be tendered to the worthy pastor 
and congregation of the First English Lutheran church of this beautiful city of 
Los Angeles, for the generous hospitality shown the members of this Synod, 
and to the Aid Society and to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society for their delightful entertainments and the tasteful decorations of the 
church, and that we also appreciate the important service rendered by its ex- 
cellent choir. 


Resolved, That we also return thanks to the Los Angeles “ 72mes,” the 
“ Herald” and the “ Express,” for their considerate and helpful reports, and 
that we appreciate the special rates furnished by the Railroad Companies. 


These resolutions were adopted. 
Report of Committee on Apportionment. 
The Committee on Apportionment submitted their report, 
which was adopted. (Appendix B.) 
Report of Committee on Surplus and Deficit. 
‘The Committee on Surplus and Deficit submitted their report, 
which was adopted. (Appendix C.) 
Report of Committee.on Parochial Reports. 


The Committee on Parochial Reports reported as follows : 
The Committee on Parochial Reports of the various churches of Synod 
submit their report. 


V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
C. W. MAGGART, 
C. W. MARWEDEL. 


This report was adopted. (Appendix D.) 
The Synod adjourned for a ministerial meeting, with prayer by 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. 


-@- ~ 


EVENING SESSION. 


Los ANGELES, APRIL 26TH, 1895, 8 P. M. 
Rev. J. S. Moser, of Riverside, and Rev. J. E. Bushnell, of 
Oakland, addressed the Synodical members on the subject of 
Home Missions and Church Extension, respectively. 
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FIFTH SESSION. - 


Los ANGELES, APRIL 27TH, 1895, 9 A. M. 
The Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. J. S. Simon. 
The minutes were read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 

The Committee on Excuses handed in their report, which was 
accepted. 

Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses recommend that Revs. S. 
Sprecher, D. D., L.L. D., M. W. Hamma, D. D., A. C. Wedekind, D. D., 
Philip Graif, and Eros. Prof. Davidson, C. G. Hubbard, Fred. Meckfessel, be 
excused. 

For the Committee, M. H. STINE. 
Report of Devotional Committee. 

The Devotional Committee handed in their report, which was 
also adopted. 

Sunday,.9: 45 a. m.—Sunday-school. Addresses by members of the Synod. 

II a, m., sermon by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, followed by Holy Communion; 
7:30 p. m., address by Rev. C. W. Maggart on the work of Y. P. S. C. E. 

Simpson Church, M. E., 11 a. m., Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D.; 7:30 p.m.,, 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. : 

First U. P. Church, 7: 30 p. m., Rev. J. S. Moser. 

Respectfully submitted, M. H. STINE, 
CHAS. F. OBHLER,; 
Further Resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That all benevolent contributions of our churches be passed 
into the hands of our Treasurer before the last week before the meeting of this 
Synod. 

2. Resolved, That the Treasurer of our Synod advance all late moneys to the 
Treasurers of the various Boards, asking them to enter these amounts into this 
year’s report before the meeting of the General Synod. 

Synodical Directors. 

The election of Synodical Directors was then declared to be in 
order. 

The result was : 

President—Rev. C. W. Maggart. 

Secretary—Rev. Chas. F. Oehler. 

Treasurer—Mr. J. Everding, /x-officto. 

Mr. William Moller, Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. 
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Place of Next Meeting. 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler invited the Synod to meet at San José 


at its sixth annual meeting. This invitation was unanimously ac- 
cepted. 


By motion, the Secretary was instructed to have 600 copies of 
these Minutes printed by our Lutheran Publication Society. 


Resolved, To have the Minutes of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of California printed and bound with our Minutes. 

Resolved, To have the latest statistics of the Lutheran Church of the World 
printed on one page of our Synodical Minutes. 

kesolved, That the Treasurer of the Synod should be allowed to vote at all 
present meetings of this Synod. 


Delegates to the General Synod. 

This election of delegates resulted as follows: Revs. W. S. 
Hoskinson, M. W. Hamma, D. D., Delegates; Revs. V. G. A. 
Tressler, J. S. Moser, Alternates. G. G. Burnett, Dr. P. S. 
Leisenring, Lay Delegates; Wm. Bosbyshell, J. Everding, Alter- 
nates. 

Committee on the State of Religion handed in their report, 
which was adopted. 


State of the Church. 


We have carefully looked. over the reports from our various churches and 
tried to read the lessons which they have for us. Plainly written here we see 
difficulties that are peculiar to our work on the coast, trials that make one’s 
heart sad, blasted hopes, confidence lost, trusts misplaced; the old stcry of 
the “one talent ” repeated over and over in real life. 

Again we see here heroic endurance, increased faith, brightening outlook, 
steady but sure growth; a breaking of the better day coming. Matters that 
cheer outweigh the things that cast down; many voices call, “ Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldier,” to one “ Lay the Armor Down.” 

Our people are growing in piety and spirituality and loyalty to their Church 
and their God. Nowhere could you find nobler bands of women who have 
laid the cause on their hearts, and are determined with God’s help to reach 
success in every one of our churches. They are ready at once to carry out the 
wishes of their pastors, and often work and pray and give far beyond their 
strength. God bless the noble women! How could the missionary on this 
coast carry on the work without them? They are in hearty sympathy and co- 
operation. 

Sunday-schools and young people’s societies aree ncouraging, and all our 
pastors are gathering sheaves tor the Master from them. 
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Times have been hard, but much money has been gathered and churches 
freed from debt. The benevolences of the Church have been well supported, 
and all are growing more willing to help others, even while their own exist- 
ence means a hard struggle. 

Our pastors seem faithful to their trusts in preaching the pure gospel, in 
being true shepherds of the people, to cheer, to comfort and to up-build in the 
most holy faith. They are not spending their strength in ways and means for 
gaining popularity, and winning the people in ways that are surely question- 
able, if not absolutely wrong. 

Signs are very apparent that the good God is with our pastors and with our 
people, leading them by the waters of quietness and into pastures of tender 
grass, assuring that He will never leave nor forsake them. 

Then bowing humbly to Him, looking ever for His help, let us keep looking 
up with a steadfast hope till our faith be completely lost in Him. 

We would repeat some recommendations of the committee of last year: 

1. That the widest possible circulation be given to our church and mission- 
ary papers and tracts, 

2. That the youth of our Church be grounded in God’s word as set forth by 
Luther’s Smaller Catechism. 

3. That our people continue to grow in faithfulness to their church services 
and every means of grace. 

May we ever be found pressing forward towards the mark for the prize of 
our high calling of God in Christ Jesus; ever looking unto Christ as the. 
Author and Finisher of our faith. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
V..G. A. TRESSLER, 
C. W. MAGGART. 


Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to purchase a book in which the 
minutes of the California Synod, beginning with its first meeting, be entered 
‘by a penman, and that expenses be paid by the Treasurer of the Synod. 


Amendment to the Constitution. 


Rey. J. S. Simon announced that at the next year’s Synod he 
would submit the following amendment to Article X, Sec. 3 of 
the Constitution : 

The Treasurer shall have the right to vote on all questions, whether he be 
a regularly elected delegate from any congregation or not. 

Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Vice-President of the Board of Edu- 
~cation, was called upon to report for that Board. He plead for 
the support of our educational institutions, asking the prayers of 
»the members of Synod. 

The following resolution was adopted : 
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WHEREAS, We have heard of the excellent work being done by Mr. and 
Mrs. G, G. Burnett, regularly commissioned by the Board of Home Missions 
to aid needy churches, which they do without a cent of remuneration, and 
pay their own expenses; therefore, : 

1. Resolved, That we express our gratitude and appreciation for the labor 
of love of these Christian workers. 

2. That we congratulate the church on these workers as some of the first 
fruits of the General Synod’s work in California. 

Resolved, That the California Synod hereby approves the call for the 
National Luther League’s Convention, in the hope that the closer practical 
co-operation of our young people of every Lutheran Synod may be thus pro- 
moted, for the common blessing of all concerned. 


The historian, Rev. C. W. Maggart, handed in his report, which 
was adopted. 


Historian’s Report. 


Mission work was begun by our English Lutheran Church on the Pacific 
coast February 1, 1886, when Rev. O. C. Miller, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, was 
commissioned by the Woman's Board to take charge of the work in San Fran- 
cisco. He reached his field February 25th, having stopped at Los Angeles to 
canvass that city in the interest of the mission soon established there. The 
first service was held in Irving Hall on March 14th, with fifty people present. 
March 21st a Sunday-school was organized with thirteen scholars. The church 
' was organized Whit-Sunday, June 18, 1886, with thirty-nine charter members. 
The lot was purchased in May, 1887, consideration, $8,300.00—$5000.00 was 
received as a loan from the Board of Church Extension and $5,000.co as a 
donation from the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society. Plans 
for a £40,000.co church were drawn and a canvass for funds begun. The 
corner-stone was laid with imposing ceremonies August 26, 1888. The Sun- 
day-school rooms were first occupied for service December 23, 1888. On the 
first of February, 1889, at the end of the third year, this church became self- 
sustaining. The complete structure was dedicated May 25, 1890, Rey. S. By 
Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, preaching 
the dedicatory sermon. Rev. O. C. Miller resigned as pastor July 1, 1892, 
leaving a property valued at $55,000.00, with an indebtedness of $8,500.00, a 
church membership of 24c, and a Sunday-school membership of 215. During 
the vacancy of about fourteen months which followed, many members were 
lost to the church. The pulpit was regularly supplied for six months by Rev. 
M. W. Hamma, D. D., and for seven months by Rev. J. S. Moser. Rev. J. 
S. Simon was called to the pastorate of the church and began his ministry 
October 1, 1893, and was installed October 1, 1893, by the President of Synod, 
Rev. Philip. Graif, of Oakland. The church has made commendable progress, 
and to-day has a membership of 218 with a membership in the Sunday-school 
of 190. The indebtedness of the church is $8,500.00, 
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LOS ANGELES. 


The Rev. C. W. Heisler was commissioned missionary to Los Angeles in 
October, 1886. He held the first service on the 31st of that month, with 33 
people present. The organization was effected January 2d, 1887, with 23 
charter members. May 4th, 1887, a lot was bought on Flower street for 
$5,000.00, and was sold in December for $7,500.co, and the present location 
purchased in January, 1888, for $7,000.00. The corner-stone was laid on 
April 8th, 1888, and on Whitsunday the first service was held in the chapel. 
The completed church was dedicated April 13th, 1890, the sermon being 
preached by the Rev. M. Rhodes, D. D., of St. Louis, Mo., and Rev. S. B. 
Barnitz, Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, assisting. To 
assist them in this work the church received as a loan from the Board of 
Church Extension $3,500.00, and a donation from the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society of $2,0c0.00. During a sickness of Mr. Heisler 
the pulpit was supplied by the Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., for six months. 
Mr. Heisler resigned March 20th, 1892, leaving a church property valued at 
$24,000.00, with an indebtedness of $7,9c0.00; a membership of 126, and 111 
in the Sunday-school. A vacancy of several months occurred, when the Rev. 
Milton H. Stine became pastor August Ist, 1892, He began work with 98 
members. His ministry has been greatly honored of God. The church has 
been re-painted, a new furnace put in, and other improvements made. On 
January st, 1895, the church declared itself self-sustaining. The indebtedness 
of the church has been decreased to $6,300.00. The enrollment of the church 
has been increased until it now numbers 176 members, with 245 in the Sunday- 
school. 

SAN DIEGO. : 


The First Lutheran Church of San Diego was organized March 18th, 1888, 
with 31 charter members, by Rev. C. W. Heisler, of Los Angeles. Occasional 
preaching services were held, and a Sunday-school maintained. Rev. E. E. 
Wagner, Ph. D., was called as pastor, and arrived in October, 1888, and 
preached his first sermon on the 21st of October, 1888. During the pastorate 
of Mr. Wagner the lot on Second street, between A and Ash, was purchased 
for $3,500.00, the Board of Church Extension loaning $2,000.00 on the same. 
Mr.. Wagner resigned October, 1891, after a pastorate of three years. The 
church remained vacant for about six months when the Rev. C. W. Maggart, 
of Salina, Kan., was called and took charge April 1, 1892. He found a Sun- 
day-school of fifty, a church membership of sixty-five, with an indebtedness of 
$2,250.co, and church property valued at $3,650.co. He realized the great 
need of a church building, and secured the permission from the Boards of 
Church Extension and Home Missions to appeal to the Christian Endeavor 
and other Young People’s Societies to start a fund to build the first Young 
People’s Memorial church in San Diego. With much prayer and faith the 
appeal was sent forth, and about $2,900.00 came te their hands from the same. 
June 5, 1893, ground was broken for the new church, and July 3oth the cor- 
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ner-stone was laid, the pastor being assisted by the Rev. A. C. Wedekind, 
D. D. December 8, 1893, the first service was held in the Sunday-school 
rooms, and February 25, 1894, was observed as Opening Day, Rev. M. H. 
Stine, of Los Angeles, assisting the pastor. The dedication occurred during 
the meeting of Synod, April 8, 1894, the sermon being preached by the Rev. 
S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions. The 
actual membership of the church to-day is 115; the enrollment of the Sunday- 
school is 158; the value of the church property is $15,C00.00, with an indebt- 
edness of $4,000.00. 


SACRAMENTO. 


The First English Lutheran church of Sacramento was organized by the 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., missionary appointed by the Woman’s Board 
of Home Missions. The work had an inauspicious beginning, the missionary 
having no knowledge of a Lutheran in the city. He visited for several weeks 
and preached on Sunday afternoons to the little handful of people he could 
get to come to the old dusty “ Pioneer Hall.” On March 21, 1890, the organ- 
ization was effected with thirty-three charter members. The Woman’s Board: 
gave them a donation of $4,000.00 and a loan of $1,000.co, and the Board of 
Church Extension a loan of $2,c0c.0o. A lot was bought and a building be- 
gun. On February 22, 1892, the faithful people entered the Sunday-school 
room which is now paid for, except the loans as above stated. The Sunday- 
school started with eight scholars—the pastor’s wife and one other acting as 
teachers. This has grown until now it numbers 180 members. The member- 
ship of the church to-day is 115. The value of church property is $14,000.co, 
and the indebtedness is $2,00C.00. 


OAKLAND. 


The First English Lutheran Church of Oakland, California, was organized 
by the Rev. Philp Graif, as pastor, on the 7th of December, 1890, with 
twenty-five charter members. An excellent lot was purchased March 4, 1892, 
for $9,000.co. The church secured a Joan from the Board of Church Ex- 
tension of $4,000.00, a loan from the Woman’s Board of $2,000.00, and a 
donation from the latter of $3,000.co. The offering from the Woman’s Soci- 
eties is still held, to be applied to the church building. Mr. Graif resigned in 
1894; he reported a membership of 96 and a Sunday-school of 112. The 
value of the lot has increased to $13,000.00, with an indebtedness of 
$9,000.co. During a vacancy of six months the congregation scattered, and 
when the Rey. J. E. Bushnell took charge as pastor, December 1, 1894, he 
found twenty-five members attending, and a Sunday-school enrollment of 
thirty. The finances of the congregation have not as yet been changed. 


SAN JOSE. 
Not a Lutheran was found upon tbis field when, in the summer of 1894, the 


missionary, Rev. Victor G. A. Tressler, began his work, But the project was 
pushed forward with fidelity until, on January 3, 1892, Grace church was 


22 FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


organized with twenty-five charter members. Their worship has been held in 
the Grand Army hall. The Sunday-school was organized with thirteen mem- 
bers, the pastor becoming the superintendent. Prayer-meetings were held in 
cottages. The Christian Endeavor Society was organized in June, 1892; the 
Ladies’ Aid Society with ten members in January, 1892, and the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society in February, 1893, with fourteen mem- 
bers. Thus early the machinery was set in mction which has been a powerful 
help in the work of the mission, An eligible lot was purchased on 2d & 
Julian streets, April 10, 1895, for $3,000.00. The Woman’s Board have ap- 
propriated $4,000.00 as a donation, and soon there will be another handsome 
new church in the California Synod. The present outlook is excellent. The 
communicant membership is 110. The Sunday-school numbers 125. The 
value of the church property is $4,500.00. 


RIVERSIDE. 


Trinity Lutheran church, Riverside. The Board of Home Missions sent 
Rey. A. C. Stup, of the Seminary at Gettysburg, to investigate Lutheran In- 
terests at Riverside, Cal., m July, 1893. He looked over the field, held five 
- or six services, and reported as many as a dozen prospective members. On 
November ist, Rev. J. S. Moser was commissioned by the Woman’s Board 
as missionary for this work. He took charge November 1, 1893. Sunday- 
school was organized in December with 22 members. The congregation was 
organized January 7, 1894, with 26 charter members. The work has moved 
steadily onward until now the congregation numbers 50 members, and the 
Sunday-school 6c. As yet no church property has been accumulated. 


GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, SACRAMENTO. 


The first steps to organize a German Lutheran church in Sacramento were 
taken by Rev. J. Buehler m San Francisco, Cal, Rev. C. F. Ebert of the 
Missouri Synod was in 1865 commissioned to Sacramento, but after two years 
of labor he left the field without gratifying results. In 1867, Rev. Matthias 
Goethe, of Melbourne, Australia, came to Sacramento. He at once com- 
menced to work among the Germans, and in December, 1867, he organized 
with 23 members a German Lutheran congregation. 

In February, 1868, the congregation bought the building of the former 
German Methcdist church, on corner of 9th and K streets. Having wor- 
shiped in this place during the time of five years, and the congregation hay- 
ing outgrown these quarters, a lot was bought on 12th and K streets for the 
sum of $4,500, on which a fine church building was erected costing about 
$14,000. 

In 1875 Rev. Goethe resigned, and the congregation was subsequently 
served by the following pastors: Revs. Theodore Langehecker, Dr. Carl 
Taubner, and A. Jatho. 

In 1890, Rev. Chas. F. Oehler, of Sterling, Ils., a member of Wartburg 
Synod, arrived on the field. He succeeded in gathering the old membership 
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of the church and increased it to 175 to date. The Sunday-school has now 
175 members. A few months after his arrival the congregation paid off its 
debt of $3,350, and erected a commodious parsonage adjoining the church for 
$2,300. In 1891 the congregation adopted the Constitution and By-Laws of 
the General Synod, and in April, 1893, applied for admission into the Synod 
of California. The church property is valued at $20,000, with an indebted- 
ness of only $400. Under the efficient pastorship of Rev. C. F. Oehler, the 
congregation is at present in a prosperous and hopeful condition. (A year 
later improvements were made valued at about $5,500, changes being made at 
the entrance of church and a fine pipe organ being put in.) 


ST. MATTHEW’S GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, SAN FRANCISCO. 


On February 10, 1895, St. Matthew’s German Lutheran Church of San 
Francisco was organized by Rev. H. Ghercke, pastor. They have fitted up a 
nice church for services at an expense of $375.00, and bid fair to do good 
service. They have a membership of 28, a Sunday-school of 45, and a Ladies’ 
Aid Society with 55 members. 


RECORDS. 


I have gathered a complete file of the minutes of Synod and Woman’s 
Convention, with constitutions and by-laws of each, and they will speak for 
themselves. 

Realizing the great value the complete history of our Synod will be to our 
successors, we would recommend that each pastor and congregation be 
particular to send to the historian a copy of each circular, pastoral letter or - 
document, of however slight importance it may seem, and a copy of every 
item of interest transpiring in the congregation during the year, and that this . 
be a standing resolution. 

Respectfully submitted, Cc. W. MAGGART, 
Historian of the Lutheran Synod of California. 


The minutes were read and approved, and the Synod adjourned 
with prayer by the President, Rev. C. W. Maggart. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


Los ANGELES, CaL., APRIL 27TH, 1895, 2 P. M. 
The Synod met to attend preparatory services, which were 
properly led by the President, with an appropriate address by 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. : 
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Ministerial Meeting. 
Los ANGELES, APRIL 27TH, 1895. 

The ministerial meeting opened with prayer by Rev. S. B. 
Barnitz, D. D. A letter of Rev. C. W. F. Kiesel, concerning his 
dismissal from the Synod of California, was read. The following 
resolution was adopted : 

WHEREAS, Rev. C. W. F. Kiesel, of Monrovia, California, having deceived 
us and failed to secure his letter of dismission from the Joint Synod of Ohio, 
according to promise, and acted as does not become a minister of the Gospel; 


therefore, 
Resolved, That his name be dropped from our roll. 


The meeting adjourned with prayer by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson. 


Board of Directors. 


Los ANGELES, APRIL 27TH, 1895. 
The Board of Directors met and the Secretary was instructed 
to have the newly elected members of the Board duly recorded. 
The Board adjourned. 
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STATISTICS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


Lutherans in all Lands. 


ete | ee 

5 5 os 

EUROPE. a Ss ES. 

° > = ey 

ao| @ P| 
GeOLM AM Yer ove eins ee lere ean 2 om 15,550} 20,450) 28,369,060 
DOTOVA Lr Kidlc ssielercsctensltete:nreres:e 1,739| 1,97! , 1,769,582 
SWEGEMias s setae satiety calmer sls 2,418] ° 2,408) 4,677,176 
NOPWAY oe cece vacies sec. cen. 869} 960) 1,795,814 
PEON isc wee slates ceieinp ale’ oinxe 180 300 70,000 
Faroe Islands’. 5..044.2-:-.. 22 22 11,221 
Finland, Russiay..:.....-2.-: 800} 1,002} 2,176,421 
Poland, Russia.... 72| 104 300,000 
Remaining Russia........... 620} 1,132} 2,551,408 
PMS UNVA: ceietinim soa) t > aia aeleleid se asi 183 528 292,866 
PL arya esa eemteraere oer eisiels\=1= 718} 1,162) 1,130,150 
PO YANN OG so a cdiele . = 6wtnloie ates sis 124 95 80,655 
Netherlands ............-.--- 67 58 73,696 
Great Britain ...... ......-- 26 48 80,000 
Italy...... joduepecadnd tooare. 12 13 9,000 
Roumania. .......0.02+.--65 11 11 6,776 
Benya enimanaiecume sie po asiolsierrie 1 1 300 
Bulgarian. oeces sees senses 1 1 120 
SWAbzerlAMd a. sinaslee sores eevee g 9 11,098 
Heligoland)....-.....s200+.54- if J 1,913 
Total in Hurope ss... 2.2. 23,822! 30,207! 48,357,6°8 
ASIA 
Palestine wees ace veces 15 9 700 
Hindoostan....5...23.0..:+-.- 14 86 67,926 
GHinwse nether eee ene 26| «18 4,679 
Asiatic Russia... ....2.00c0e0- 18 19 12,600 
On BACK SE ayscisisei0's/o7« olereseclarece 5 6 8,716 
Orient . 62... scence ewe css cons 7 7 1,948 
WVotal in “ASsia.. <i. eo 26 cise 205 144! 90,969 
AFRICA. 
North Africa, kyypt....-...- Zz 2 870 
North Africa, Algeria .. .... lu 28 5,000 
Wiest  Altigaia cot cst aa o- ann 40 20 9,264 
SOUCHTAIBICA elec e=* cterenne = 209} 158} 58,893 
South Africa, Colonists... 24 29) 22,170 
Bast Agricaics 0% «iersrae lu 4 140 
Central Atrica 11 2 100 
Madagascar... ..cccv.e-scce 42) 404 40,000 
Total in Africa caca'smiaeee 348) 642 136,437 
OCEANICA. 
Australia, Colunists.......... 76, 252 100,000 
Australia, Foreign Missions. . 10 7 281 
New Zealand...........00005 14 14 10,648 
Hawaiian Islands............ 1 4 1,000 
IBOLMCO Gs ate iaisters ac vialatae pole are ose 9) 6 1,063 
Sumatra........ stels [oleisianticieee ei 17 15 12,850 
ING Wi GUIMEH iebowias ciate ce oy aie 5 4 130 
Feejee Islands .......0...0...: 1 1 100 
Sanioa Islands-..-.........5. 1 1 127 
Total in Oceanica....: .... 134) B04 125,694 
NORTH AMERICA, 
United States and Canada....| 4,830) 8,601) 6,600,000 
Greenland atic. semen eae 15 12 10,000 
West Lndiesie jects clean bass ce 3 4 1,500 
Total in North America....' 4,848! 8,617! 6,611,500 
SOUTH AMERICA. 
Argentine Republic.......... 2 5 6,000 
Bray vecwanrcth ccd ca cde 40/64) 85,000 
British Guiana........-..5... ees, 500 
CIN arctic biituc wenn secient 3 6 4,000 
ATASUAY, crariereistal sins asters ce 0 0 "350 
WLU GU R yileneecema insets tecren yl 1 1,400 
Venezuela ......... Jorw dene Porrere 1 1 1,000 
Total in South America.... 48 72 98,250 
SUMMARY. 

Faropoc.ccccnnonene sete ++ +++| 23,322) 30,207) 43,357,688 
Asia tee eee ecaccnns 205 144 90,969 
848) 642 136,437 
4 ve 8 at7 611'800 
South America............... "48| ° 72 611,208 
: hon 98,250 
Jewish Missions....... 20 S| Eat ae ae 
Total in World.............1 28,9251 40,009 50,420,538 


Lutherans in all Languages. 


The Lutheran is a church of many} 
guages. The latest statistics show 
of her baptized membership throug 
the world 82,000,000 speak German, 5 
000 Swedish, 2,500,000 Norwegian, 2 
000 Danish, 2,048,000 Finnish, 1,26 
English, 1,113,000 Hungarian, 62 
Livonian, 480,000 Courlandish, 27 
Esthonian, 80,000 French, 70,000 
landic, 48,000 Bohemian, and the 
every other civilized tongue she is 
represented. The Lutheran Chi 
though taking its origin in Gern 
knows no fatherland or mother tor 
She is at home everywhere. 


Lutherans in the United States. 


In the United States, the Lut 
Church is doing Christian work in tt 
different languages, and has 4,830 
ters, 8,601 churches, and 1,111,683 
municant members, twenty-four © 
logical seminaries, twenty - five coll 
forty-eight seminaries and acade! 
fifty-seven orphan homes and hosp 
and 144 church papers, of which f 
nine are English, fifty-four German. 
enteen Swedish, fourteen Norwe 
four Danish, three Finnish, one 
landic, and two French. 


26 Lutheran Foreign Missionary Soc 
report as follows: 


Stations, 357; foreign workers, 46 
dained and 260 lay; native workers 
ordained and 3,246 lay; female wor 
173 ; baptized members, 188,020; sek 
1,487; scholars, 66,742; native cont 
tions, $25,253.08; income, $881,838 
fields of work—A frica, India, Sand 
Islands, China, Abyssinia, Polyr 
Greenland, South America. 


Growth of English Lutherans. 


The General Synod, the pioneer 
strength of English Lutheranism. 
had a rapid growth, as will be seen 
the following figures, although less 
half of the members remained in het 
nection in 1867 after the unfortuna' 
vision :— 


Comm 

Year. Ministers. Churches. Mi 
TS2U srevats sara cvs carciere ne) ALS 350 
S64 sie. ca eeistecinene nD 1825 
Uli (Grane oacGoccnuscaend Th) 944 
LSGS c/a rere ctatersereeer nue 956 
WSO Te iiesisiecieats . 1002 1450 
S04 ocala waisn 1127 1505 

J. N. LENKI 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


W. H. & F. M. Synodical Society 


CALIFORNIA, 


CONVENED IN 


LOS ANGELES, CAL, APRIL 25, 1895. 


The Fourth Annual Convention of the W. H. & F. M. Society 
of the California Synod opened at g o’clock a. m., April 25, 1895, 
in the First English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles. 

Owing to the absence of the President, Mrs. C. W. Maggart, 
the First Vice-President, Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, took the chair. 

The Recording Secretary not being present, Miss L. L. A. 
Tressler was appointed Secretary pvo tem. 

__ A Thanksgiving and Invocation Service was conducted by Mrs. 

W.S. Hoskinson as follows: Hymn, “ Come, sound His praise 
abroad,” followed by prayer by Mrs. A. Lothammer, of Sacra- 
mento. Reading of one hundredth Psalm in concert. Prayer 
by Mrs. Everding, of San Francisco. 

A cordial greeting was extended to members of the Conven- 
tion by Mrs. M. H. Stine, of Los Angeles. Response prepared 
by Mrs. C. F. Oehler, of Sacramento, was read by Mrs. A. 
Lothammer. 


Gan) 
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The regret of the Society on account of the absence and sick- 
ness of the President was manifested by a rising vote, and the 
Secretary was ordered to draft a letter of sympathy to her. 

Credentials were presented, and the following Delegates were 
enrolled : 

Los Angeles —Mrs. Mays. 

Mrs. Keller. 

San Francisco—Mrs. J. Everding. 

Mrs. S. E. B. Myers. 

Sacramento—Mrs. Traver (English church). 

Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson (English church). 
Mrs. Lothammer (German). 
San Diego—Mrs. W. S. Thomas. 
Miss E. C. Young. 

San Jose—Miss L. L. A. Tressler. 

Mrs. Myers and Miss Tressler were appointed to report the 
proceedings of convention to the Los Angeles dailies, and also to 
our church papers. 

The President’s address was read by Mrs. Hoskinson. 


President’s Address. 


My Dear Co-Workers: The record of another Synodical year is about 
completed. We meet to-day at the birth-place of our California Synod. 
With grateful hearts let us bow in humble recognition of the tender mercies 
and kindly leadings of a gracious Providence, who has brought us together 
once more. One year ago we parted with new resolves and new responsi- 
bilities. To some of us who were already burdened with work, it seemed im- 
possible to add another care. With hands and hearts united, looking unto 
the Great Head of the Church for strength in time of weakness, we have en- 
deavored to give ourselves, we believe, earnestly and prayerfully, to the great 
interests of His kingdom and its precious subjects. We have labored in 
different places under differing circumstances and with varying encouragements 
and discouragements, widely separated from each other, yet bound by a com- 
mon tie of love, To-day we meet to relate, the one to the other, the progress 
of the work of our societies on the Pacific coast. With what success our 
efforts have been attended may not wholly be revealed to us by our reports 
to-day. We shall perhaps not know of much good done, and rich sheaves 
resulting therefrom, until the final gathering, when the Master shall say, 
“These also hast thou gleaned.” To me it has been a great pleasure, and 
honor, and blessing, that I have been given another year’s service for my 
Master and the souls that yet sit in the “bonds of iniquity and the shadow of 
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death.” In the light of our great opportunities, have we done all we could, 
have we abounded in the work of the Lord? 


ORGANIZATION, 


Our Synodical Constitution lays upon your President during the interim be- 
tween conventions no specific duties, save that of the supervision of the Socie- 
ties’ general work. However, early in May last, I visited the ladies of the 
Riverside congregation, with whom at an early date after our Convention last 
April arrangements had been made for a Missionary meeting, with a view to 
organizing an Auxiliary Society. After a half hour’s talk, explaining the work 
of General, Synodical and Auxiliary Societies, an earnest prayer that God 
would touch the hearts of these women with a burning coal from off His holy 
altar and lead them to see and realize their duty as well as privilege of mak- 
ing disciples of all nations, the Auxiliary Constitution was read and we organ- 
ized an enthusiastic Society, elected officers, and arranged for the first meeting. 

A few weeks following, letters were sent to two members of the Oakland 
church, urging a re-organization of their Missionary Society. We are glad to 
report that this Society is again numbered among our Auxiliaries, so that now 
we can report a Society for each church in our Synod, exeept two of our Ger- 
man churches, which we hope will soon be ripe for the organization of socie- 
ties. 

OUR NEED. 

It is about the early years of a child’s life that the thoughtful mother is 
much concerned. Why? Because it is then she strives to lay deep and broad, 
wisely and cautiously, the foundation upon which the character and future life 
of her child will stand. Our Synodical Society is in its young and tender years, 
and it is necessary for our future success and prosperity that a// departments of 
our work be thoroughly systematized. To reach the highest point of success in 
anything there must be method. We must have regularity and uniformity 
in reports. We urge that our Auxiliary officers be prompt, regular and care- 
ful in sending their reports to Synodical officers, and that our Synodical offi- 
cers be prompt in reporting to the general officers. The success and efficiency 
of our general work depend largely upon the successful work of our Synodical 
Societies. I would also encourage the spirit of loyalty to our General Execu- 
tive Committee. 

It is quite necessary for the proper keeping of records that our Recording 
and Corresponding Secretaries and Treasurer be supplied with books, and 
would suggest that action be taken upon this matter at this convention. 

I cannot too strongly recommend frequent correspondence between Synod- 
ical and Auxiliary officers. Much time, at best, is consumed in correspondence 
by your Executive Committee, because of the great distance that separates us 
as societies. The furtherance of our work as a Synodical Society is hindered 
or helped according as our Auxiliary officers are prompt and explicit in their 
replies to the Synodical officers’ correspondence. A frequent and full account 
of the doings and condition of Auxiliary Societies sent to the Synodical Exec- 
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utive Committee would furnish them with just such intelligence as they need 
to enable them to be helpful to you as Auxiliary Societies, and advance the 
work of the Synodical Society. May I not lovingly urge that as Auxiliary 
delegates, on your return to your Societies, you impress the importance of this 
point upon them? 


MISSIONARY LITERATURE. 

Our work, to be progressive, must be educational, and to this end we should 
more widely disseminate our church literature. It is impossible for us to ac- 
tively interest ourselyes in anything we do not understand; equally impossible 
is it to understand, if there is no endeavor on our part to do so. Our General 
Literature Committee have taken great interest in us at a time when we were 
a helpless child. Now that we are able to stand upon our feet with a degree 
of safety, steps should be taken to advance the interests of this department of 
our work. We should have a Literature Committee in each of our Auxiliary 
Societies, with some definite, specific plan of work. Our Synodical Literature 
Committee should be provided with an appropriation for their work. I would 
suggest that a small appropriation be made from the Synodical fund for this 


:work. It will be impossible for our General Society to push the literature 


work to any successful issue unless heartily supported by our Synodical and 
Auxiliary Societies; neither can we hope for the development of a broad, 
whole-souled, liberal missionary spirit among our people, unless in some way 
our missionary literature reaches their hands, and the Macedonian cries for 
help thereby reach their ears, arouse their hearts and open their pocket-books. 
Again and again do we read that some little tract has been the means of say- 
ing some precious soul, or has led some to consecrate their lives to a better 


service of the Master, or to give themselves to the work of the foreign field. 


Keep your societies well supplied with literature; have it read at your meet- 
ings. In this way you will often be able to interest those who will not read 
for. themselves. We heartily recommend to you our Children’s Missionary. 
It is a bright, cheery little paper, just such as we should place in the hands of 
our Sunday-school children and Junior Christian Endeavorers, if we would in- 
terest them in missionary work. 


OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILDREN. 


It is in the development, education and divinely-given power of our young 
people and children we hope our mission work in the future will be given 
accelerated. force and strength. In order to realize this hope, they must in 
some way be brought under the missionary teachings and influence of our 
Church Missionary Societies. This, for a few years, we have been endeavor- 
ing to accomplish through our Young People’s and Children’s Mission Bands. 
Since the organization of Christian Endeavor and other Young People’s So- 
cieties, it has seemed that our forces have been divided, and thereby some-’ 
what weakened. We believe the work could be much more satisfactorily 


_carried on and with better results, in connection with our Endeavor and 
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kindred Societies. We therefore present for your consideration the following 
Constitutional Amendment to Article X of the Synodical Constitution of the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, which will come up for dis- 
cussion at our General Convention in June: 

“ Any Society of Christian Endeavor, or kindred Society, whether Young 
People’s or Junior, may become Auxiliary to this Society by electing a Mis- 
sionary Secretary, who shall send quarterly or annual reports to the Synodical 
Secretary, by devoting one meeting a month to the subject of missions, and 
by paying. per member, a regular sum monthly or annually, which shall be 
remitted quarterly to the Synodical Treasurer, to be paid into the general fund 
for the support of our missionaries. Special objects recommended by. the 
Executive Committee shall be provided for otherwise.” 

You will see that I have added to this the words “kindred societies.” I 
believe our work is for the future, and should be far-reaching. Then, too, all 
our denominational societies should be included in this amendment. The 
power to alter or amend our Synodical Constitution belongs not to us but to 
the General Society. It is our privilege, however, to instruct our delegate how 
to vote upon this amendment. I trust this Convention will heartily approve 
the amendment as given above, and instruct our delegate so to voice the sen- 
timent of our California Synodical Society. 


WOMAN’S DAY. 


At our last General Convention in Omaha, Neb., the following resolution 
was adopted: 

“ Resolved, That for the information of our people and the increased inter- 
est of our work, a Sunday in the year be appointed to be known as Woman’s 
Day, and that the pastors throughout the General Synod, if favorable to this 
resolution, be requested to refer to our work on that day, and endeavor, to 
enlist the hearty co-operation of all their women in this branch of our Master’s 
work.” 

In view of this resolution we would recommend that the second Lord’s Day 
of March be set apart as Woman’s Day, and that our pastors be requested, if 
favorable, to refer to the work of this Society, and when practicable, public mis- 
sionary meetings be held, to the end that the hearty co-operation of all our 
women be enlisted in this great work of our Master’s kingdom. 


THANK-OFFERING, ~ 


It is proposed to make our last autumn’s Thank Offering an annual one. It 
is hoped by this plan to encourage our women to lay aside a little each week 
for this offering, and thus educate to more regular and systematic giving. 
This is to be additional to our other offerings, and is to be used solely for mis- 
sion work. Our thank offering was good, but let us strive to do even better 


this coming fall. ; 


WOMAN’S LEAGUE, 
You will find on the Literature table, tracts explaining the Lutheran 
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Woman’s: International League; also Auxiliary Constitutions to the same. 
Mrs. Hamma desires me to urge you to increased interest in this organization. 
CONCLUSION. 


The year’s. work is about completed. With prayerful heart we turn in 
gratitude to the Giver of all good for the blessings and prosperity He has 
given our Societies during the year. I regret keenly that I shall be deprived 
of the pleasure and blessing of the Convention, but am thankful I have been 
given strength to complete the year’s work thus far, and pray God’s richest 
blessing upon you. all as you plan for greater achievements in our Master’s 
work. Should this be my last message to you until we, with our sheaves, 
gather in that glorious convention on the other side, where our work shal] 
have been completed, to sing the praises of “Him who is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask or think,” let it be onward! forward! 
in earnest consecration. ‘ Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it,” and unto 
Him be glory throughout.the ages. 

Mrs. CHARLES W. MAGGART. 


The following Committees were appointed by the President : 


List of Committees. 

Auditing, Committee—Mrs. Everding and Mrs. Mays. 

Letters and Greeting—Mrs. Stine and Mrs. Keller. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Everding and Mrs. Traver. 

President's Address—Mrs. Myers and Miss Young. 

Papers, Literature and Historian’s Report—Mrs. Thomas and 
Mrs. Lothammer. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. M. H. Stine, read her re- 
port, which was accepted. 

(See Corresponding Secretary’s Report.) 

Miss L. L. A. Tressler read the Treasurer’s Report, and it was 
accepted. 

(See Treasurer’s Report.) 

The Historian’s Report was read by the Historian, Mrs. Myers. 

Reports of Auxiliary Delegates followed. 

An excellent paper on “Our Literature ; its Importance and 
Helpfulness,” prepared by Mrs. William Moller, of Oakland, was 
read by Mrs. Everding, who afterwards gave the Report of the 
Literature Committee. 

Quite a discussion followed in which Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Stine 4 
Mrs. Myers, Miss Tressler, and Mrs. Hoskinson took part. 

Miss Young introduced a new plan for circulating literature. 
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The History of the Society was read by the Historian. 

Rev. Bushnell gave a written and verbal report of the work in 
Oakland. Also invited the Convention to meet with the Oakland 
Society next year. 

A report of the work in the Riverside Mission was read by the 
Secretary. 

Meeting closed with the Doxology. 

MISS L. L. A. TRESSLER, 
Secretary pro tem. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


THURSDAY, I: 30. 
Opened with devotional service, conducted ‘by Mrs. S. E. B. 
Myers, followed by an address, “Work Among the Indians at 
Banning, Cal.,” by Mrs. Wieland. 


Business Session. 


Miss Tressler, Secretary fro tem., resigned in favor of Miss 
Hickethier. 

The roll of delegates was called, after singing Hymn 390. 

A paper, “ How Best Cultivate a Missionary Spirit?’’ by Miss 
E. C. Young, San Diego, was followed by one, “Qur Encourage- 
ments,” by Mrs. R. Reeser, Los Angeles. 

Mrs. J. Everding, San Francisco, then entertained the Conven- 
tion with “Home Missions—Past and Present.’’ From these 
ably written papers much good was derived. 

Solo, entitled, “Where Are the Reapers?’ was sung by Miss 
Nettie Rommel. 

A very instructive and interesting paper, “India as a Mission 
Field,” by Miss L. L. A. Tressler, San José. 

“Tidings from India and Africa,” were read by Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Session for afternoon adjourned with singing of Hymn 223, to 
unite with pastors and friends in a devotional service. 
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MORNING SESSION. 


* 


FRIDAY, 9 0’CLOCK, APRIL 26TH. 

Convention opened with devotional exercises led by Mrs. G. 
M. Wieman, Los Angeles; subject, “Abiding.’’ Much spiritual 
good was derived by members taking part. 

An able address, “ Mission Work in New Mexico,” by Mrs. T. 
V. Ailman, Los Angeles. 

Beautiful and helpful suggestions were obtained from Mrs. 
S. E. B. Myers’ paper on “Essentials of a Successful Missionary 
Society.” 

Business Session. 

Roll call, minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 

A collection was taken, amounting to $4.55. 

The following reports of convention committees were received : 

Auditing Committee reported Treasurer’s report correct. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


The Committee on the President’s Address wish to call atten- 
tion to the following points : 

1. A regularity and uniformity in reports. 

2. Loyalty to our Executive Committee. 

3. We recommend the purchase of books for keeping the official records at 
the earliest opportunity. 

4. We endorse the recommendation of frequent correspondence between 
the societies and synodical officers. 

5. We recommend that our delegate be instructed to vote for the proposed 
amendment to Article X of the General Society’s Constitution, using her in- 
fluence to have all Young People’s Societies substituted for Christian En- 
deavor, 

6. We recommend the article upon ‘‘Woman’s Day” as passed by the 
General Convention, and the second Sunday in March to be the day appointed. 

7. We recommend a more general circulation of the church papers and lit- 
erature, 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. S. E. B. MYERS, 
Mrs. E. C. YOUNG. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Greetings. 


The following letters have been submitted to your Committee: A letter 
from Guntur, by Rev. Dr. E. Unangst, was read. It gave us a clearer idea of 
the great work being done by our devoted workers in foreign fields. Also one 
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from Rev. Kinsinger, who has recently taken up the work in far-away India, 
whose work breathes of devotion to the cause. Dr. Day’s letter from Africa 
was listened to with interest and pleasure, and brought us a sense of nearness 
to our noble workers in Africa. The letters from our beloved missionaries in 
the foreign fields are always gratefully received, as they bring us nearer to 
them. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. M. H. STINE, 
Mrs. E. KELLER. 


Report of Committee on History, Papers and Literature. 


Your Committee on History, Papers and Literature respectfully submit the 
following : 

1, That much of the success of the past year has been due to the work of 
our Synodical Literature Committee. 

2. That the interest of our Convention has been increased, and that we have 
been greatly benefited by the literature table so bountifully supplied with cop- 
ies of all our church papers, journals, tracts, missionary photographs, etc. 

3. That Mrs. Moller’s paper on “ Our Literature’ be published in the A7/zs- 
sionary Fournal. 

4. We heartily approve of the plan proposed by Miss Young for the distri- 
bution of tracts, and desire that every Society adopt the same. 

5. We also agree that the WZisstonary Fournal should be illustrated, and 
hope that our delegate to the General Convention will use her influence to 
that end. 

6. We believe, as has been urged, that each Auxiliary Society should make 
earnest efforts to have every family connected with the church, read at least 
one of our church papers. 

7. That it is our duty to use our influence to have the Children’s Missionary 
introduced generally into our Sunday-schools. 

8. That we agree with the Convention that the Bible should be the chief 
study of our Societies. 

g. That Mrs. Myers History is in every way a success, and should be read in 
every Auxiliary Society. 

10. That the papers have all been interesting, instructive, and helpful, and ’ 
we consider them worthy of publication. 

MARY E. THOMAS. . 
MRS. A. LOTHAMMER.. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolued 1. That this Convention sincerely appreciates the ténder and 
sisterly letter or greeting from Mrs. J. E. Bushnell, of Oakland, and tender her 
our sympathy and co-operation in the arduous undertaking in which she and 
Mr. Bushnell are engaged, and hope that in the next Convention we may have 


her with us. 
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Resolved 2. That the office. of the Historian be permanently filled by the 
present officer, and terminated at her option. 

Resolved 3. That the Historian’s traveling expenses to the Convention be 
defrayed from the general fund. 

Resolved 4. That we have heard the greetings from our Foreign Mission- 
aries with pleasure, and desire our Corresponding Secretary to convey our 
greetings to them. 

Resolued 5. That we have cause for great encouragement and thankfulness 
in the reports of our Auxiliary Societies, and in the increase of interest 
~~ amongst them. 

Resolved 6. That the thanks of this Convention: be returned to the First 
English Church and daily papers of Los Angeles. 

Mrs. EVERDING, 
Mrs. TRAVER. 


Election of Officers. 


The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as follows : 

President—Mtrs. Hoskinson, 1309 O St., Sacramento. 

first Vice-President—Mrs. J. Everding, 2116 Mason St., San 
Francisco. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs. C. F. Oehler, Sacramento. 

Third Vice-President—Mrs. 8S. A. Garrett, Los Angeles. 

kecording Secretary—Miss Rose Hickethier, Los Angeles. 

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. A. Lothammer, Sacramento. 

Treasurer—Miss L. L. A. Tressler, San José. 

The President appointed the following Literature Committee : 
Miss E. C. Young, Chairman, San Diego; Mrs. Simon, San Fran- 
cisco; Mrs. Bushnell, Oakland. 

On motion, the Society adjourned until 1:30 o’clock. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 


Unfinished Business. 


A resolution was passed ordering the delegates of this conven- 
tion to instruct their Auxiliary Secretaries and Treasurers that 
their reports correspond and be promptly sent to Synodical 
Treasurer and Secretary. 
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Miss ‘Tressler having been instructed to write a letter of sympa- 
thy to Mrs. C. W. Maggart, read it to the convention. 

By order of convention, the traveling expenses of Mrs. Myers, 
the Historian, were paid. Mrs. Myers presented to the Society 
$5.00 of the $10.00 received. 

It was 

Resolved, That the paper, “Our Literature—Its Importance and Helpful- 
ness,” by Mrs. Wm. Moller, be published in the Missionary Fournal. 

An order for the expenses of the President, amounting to fifteen 
dollars, was drawn upon the Treasurer. 

The President presented the Society with five dollars of the 
fifteen received. 

It was 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered the retiring officers. 

A hearty invitation from Miss Tressler to meet in San José 
next year, was accepted. 

Convention closed by Consecration Service conducted by the 
President elect. 


SATURDAY EVENING. 


The anniversary services were held in the auditorium of the 
church, and were presided over by Mrs. S. E. Bittle Myers. 

Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, the President, read, in a smooth and 
effective manner, a most excellent paper, entitled, “A Lutheran 
Woman and Her Field.” 

A consecrated, earnest and pleasing address was given by Dr, 
Barnitz, Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions. 

The choir rendered excellent music. 

A collection, amounting to $7.18, was taken. 

Service closed by benediction from Dr. Barnitz. 

ROSE E. HICKETHIER, 
Secretary pro tem. 


FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


ecetoe 


oS ¥ 


SZ 


- 


1 Treasurer. 


Sent to Synod- 
Children’s 


Synodical Fee. [4 aa «im 
ica 


No. of Boxes. - 
Total Amount | 


Value of Boxes. - 


*19£|ZS1 |QgI 


i eC a ee ee ee 


oeee 


ite sere spe ey stas 


Missionary -. 


Journals ...... 


elecleces|eeee 


eorcecoes sees 


sees ee cere SIVIOT 


beet cece eee eeeeeeeerereeeees UOISsaS Sulu 


ste e eee ee ee eeserees VrBSSBW MO ‘SIIN 


cere Ore ee oe eeeeseesoesseesreeoes oe oesere 


pkeiatern 'oseke” 0/8 leiexe\e) vies) ie ceasusces? PICO a)aaty *{ ‘SIN 
TOROS OOTY qi 'N 65g ‘aoyeouM “1 ‘Vv "S1IN 
teeseeccsose se 7 LEST ‘JguIWIeYyyO'T “y ‘SIIN 
te cee eee eee gees sees + «MOSUIASOL ‘S “M ‘SII 
Sjaiele © sitieie i «/Fiereieieisis: TOTO OLE “W BSOX SSI 
sie ss eee IO UP Le TT OLE ‘Tpeaue) ayey SSI] 


sour Aepi1y ye 


6ggi‘c1 judy 


*16g1 ‘zz oun{ 
POQI ‘gr Ae 
'Z6QI *e “Gay 
‘z6gr ‘g ounf 
‘ZOQI = “AON 
"O6QQI “yore 
"10g1 ‘€ ‘0aq 


woraT[oD JO Junowly 


te sees ess OSI URS 


*SHILAIOOS 
S,a1doad DNNOZ 


Ci OE OOO EN UE Bi AO) 
CE ACHR) 0) CHEVY f 


ececesscce gsof ues 
*OJUIWIVINVS ‘UeUIIAL) 
‘oyusWEIORS ‘YSI[sUuy 
seeeees SoTQsUY SOT 
see Qostouely UBS 


elecleere Vz 
° ee oI op 
Posie 1O8 
€ \che_ 16S 
€ jiz |vz 
12 lok of 
oz|fz |€v 
ele lo i 
Efe] 3 
Sail iaesas 4 
ie eee ey 
*dIHSUAI NA AL 


*AUVLAAOAS 


SNIGNOdSAUWOD AO SSHMAGY AGNV AWVN 


*daZINVOUO 


"SULIDIOOS S.NVNOAA 


"GEST ‘ISTE YOLeIM Surpug ree omy 105 
‘qoInYO ULIEyyN'T 944 Jo poudg vIULOJI[eH O44 JO AQ01N0G “WW TBH ‘M 24} Jo Areyo100g [voIpoudg oy} Jo yAodey 


43 


W. H. & F. M. S. OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


‘saansmar, “AAISSAML “WV IT 


"Ez 11g ‘sosuodxy 


‘paqqruiqns Aqpnyjoodsaxy 


Lz 11¢ ‘suodaTjop 


Si ofz 
S1 ofz¢ 


06 92 
SE oz 
GL 9S 
og of 
oz ov 
08 Oz 
oz I 

08 7 


Se z¢ 


Motalhter neces <hact costes es 


sts Ue Oa vice GA sae no oe SS ora GS i 
SE Lrgi06 izg|SZ r1g/Sz 9o¢ joo £4 Jog VE |o€ S1¢ 


of Lz 09 6£ 
ioL Lz¢\og 6F¢ 


cc Lig¢g\06 1 CI I sete eelee rece lee eeeelOg 7 
cece eloeseee Co 7 Sz og COTO (679) bg oo € 
seeeeelog § OI I ces eeelreeseeloeesee lop 7 
sselopv sees loo e¢ coeeeelor € 
seeesclereeeeloz 7 ois) chelleaviiea\eiele a)|ielere/e/e ell slelelecele 
ee2* -100 S¢ loS I cere lee eee el ereeee lOoe 
oeenes seeee oe CO zg ccc cec loc cree l(eccceslorccecs 


eoecrelooe 


+ 
6: 


EO CAUOW OF Kemeier ste, olebaleiiejeid ia a}<, oe ie 
Sy od icaleliumed levcrereloreeianeleleraretavsie 
SynOdicalwbiee=s aciie = alere< ansi< cls 
Council Blutis.~sise ss + 12 occ 5) 
Sant Jose Missionsrjen'ssrte' miele o's 
Medical Home, India -......... 
Thank Offering. << cesses sen0 ss 


eceoee 


eoceecee 


Foreign Missions.......-.+----- 


eels Gary 
of Lz¢\00 o1 


ee eeeloy gz 


oS zg 
oS zg¢ 


00 + 
OI ZI 
oo VI 
oS Si 
09 OI 
of V1 


oo zI¢ 


eeceoe 


axcbeie lores courte screloideioser =) 1 SI TUCO Te \UTLOULY 
ooo aieicisss cle cinie “serie lin DATS IOe PUNOULY, 


SOR ODDIE DAOC CO TSP oy | eae 
ORI SE ODIO BOC ONCE ELIE | ues 
soeeeessueultar foJUsUIvIDeS 
sisirpcashticicitie:2.e +) <i OIUOULELOES 
oa price 4s A SOOSIOUL TUS 
she! srshe' sun ciessie-8i9) seis) SD ISAACS 
ee ar) purpyeo 
FU ON OOSE OO EG In By aysh AS, soy 


Fone MISSIONS sje cst. sfes rele oie. s« 


General imdsetsrace cote etisierslorets 


COD ODEO IOS. SOLE SOE COI 


‘poudg VIUIOsITeD Jo AJoroog AreUOIssIP[ US[o10,T pur eMoOH s,WeMoM oYy Jo yodey s,1emmsvory, 


INDEX. 


‘PAGE 
Absenteés:and Excuses. 6-0 ove see oven croeccewuus vance cemesincsmice TO 
INCCESSIONS eleser'sicicie “Ieee ee «\s Ehe tae JoCUdHUOooUdaboUeGdooeosatscedd 7 
Ad Interim License...5; 2.2.5 ae lore) ete! er aleley je) asetta. ore ‘ofeta te ofel swore, ete) -tvinred aa 
Advisory Board of Home Missions, Repoft of .-..+-+-+++eeeeeeseeees 12 
Advis ony eMiembersasiss,. «lassie oystsyslsipses stalreenratein) «erates oltetele are 1) aimeretcle tena 
ApportionMent.....<000225 secece ser ciicc ese ssesswerrs sets vers If D5, 20 
Auditing Committees, Report Of....+.evweeroneece cree cececeeceeee II 
Beneficiary Education......+ xe Baie vale Natalee nt shnletnie = Petelataralan sia) elles crepe =aeieyk Quan) 
Board: Of AUCATIOR «le: eke ese) ose.afu. sie) sto. ales] stone! oie! of clnnelis [Biever ele wie call os etet es inete hota NES 
Burnett, Mr. and Mrs. G. G., work of, appreciated. ..+.~....---..+-- oa TO 
Churchwloxtensionterais svelte ete ctreie siaietan crsmcciol (eerelelats ee Fetoborets shel runic ei nut 
(GomiMitt cess I ISt Ok micietetsrerseMetageiailolaevePelats/areeVersticlele, spa cex stresses micele oiaisicas onan 
Constitution of Synod, Amendment Proposed «-. ...++-seweeseeeeveees 18 
Devotional Committee, Report Ofwr oy nv0nc cece cs cules semen clewesens TO 
PPISUAISS ALS Molar tere eis <ncsnrvicie eur wrlela oe'e)p ol sre “esarotete-a vl aeteliste ere oleic sioieyare sence! 7 
Orel ST MISSIOMS: i a iatotiels le:piefalere ia «ipiere elatajele o-alalaintole: eletiersieistelel<iole este iateimeai> 
General Synod, Delegates to....-- 2+ -eevsevecceneuececeesceenceces 17 
Historian’s Report .-.... Sin’ ai) wjainis) nie\'o/s] S/esnioiel@Sicsjeiwie’e\a v vie els eipialayeloreivsiell MAO 
Home Missions. .-.. 22.6. -e peer eee ewescesesevesccreressaseel2y 13, 15 
Letters and Papers, Report of Committee on....2........cceeceeence IT 
Lutheran Church Statistics > +0... pec cssin cw eecesesereruess esol 30 
Mimisteriall Mie ef ime <reiciste cys! stn lofe setae feleleie ate ere eles etcte! scale le cate’ «/ letersi ane oe 
MINUTES Of MLAs troy Oder etratetshvaie tle mre cies tale cieteistc ages Singer aad Sat Ba 
National Ppther League <Conventions e..-.'\sleisaleleis's cetels cicielers circ tele EO 
ING Wer MCE DOL <cle je, -taleteteterstensietelsielefefetalstorateretersiererstsie et arsels SGbo dp ae ce Oy 
COMLCELSTOL, sSy DOM Loree vorcyekesois (felehodeteiepedelasieie oie rel sreol ern eieterol rans 
Our Religious Papers, Wiscssionsian’s sis er: +)s\e ee /alers «er eieie/ois|-tale rele -r= aise Te 
Parochial Reports, .......-0+secceseevcecsecscnc cesses saevcs cece Ib, 28 
Parsonage Fund .......... sie sforels\ermers Sceisteeie severe Gaossudoousoness o)v 
Presid eneEsMREPOMt «ys ese eis eloisle etacove loleralsllo/elels vars sieyoverelen ister tere lets telcrersietel OnE 
Resolutions; Report of Committee Onl 1 +> \elelelaia!ojo'p «alate al=1clelolal2) es )etel VAsptO 
Standing Committees, List of-)...-...-0-5..seesececcsceeecessrevses 
State of the Church. ......ceseecseccceceesceeceeeceescseeeceeeces 17 
SurplussanduWehicites <i. terrerleeyelsia's siinievalate icicle esate ote cee ceee o IS, 27 


( 44 ) 


INDEX. 45 


PAGE 
Synodical Calendar...... Ses ei stolelake erernidoterefetsie tere iersre stersltste/elors 6 Pak isiatelste B 
SVL OGICAIPIECCLONS nyo chersierencia:(oistorelra eters! fei! elvis. fail eaves eieveie) sie/e)et isisi eel eels 16, 24 
SVMOCICA MRO tetera tee a tote «l= everele. Dienacdod Saguss d55 pbs HoubDOus 6 
TIERS "an apn Geo cacmoanon GoC oudadobomeo0 died bobo dod nmrO Our 15 
Ne aide PlaCeLO ty NGxt, NUCEH AR folate vi cceleierere.eistere) eiclolaie sueieuessiie/s\e.0) olsie eleie 2 
whines and Races of Mieeting Of SynOd\s sa clccicie >) + sisleirin eis a1 eloreis cle iorere » 2 
Treasurer’s Report...-..---e+eseeeeees Sooo daouKe. Gos Con a eerererers 25 
Uhl, Rev. Wm., Thanks Extended...... FEO ODDS OO DOMOC ORONO GOOD ars ite) 
WHSUORS pAb coda otia soSocue Hoo bode bdoed noo doobOs Soop socaswoascoou ii 


W.H. & F. M. Society...-..... Sto och GD OoeOGODOnNOOOF ooeeeeT4, 17, 31 


aM 6 

Fy i 

0, hs Wit tara flag 
coe ~¥ ‘ 
op oy ry y 
MYM Ohare i eam 
iy val 

Ye SOR a So 
ee APA Dery § 


wh rr ey 
elle aE ea gees at 
oe eo \ bi *) Prva & * “ee 
_, ts “ ‘ish 7 
nite eyes 


th 


ut 
: 


“a 
Me 


MINUTES 


OF THE 


SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE GENERAL SYNOD 


LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, 


CONVENED IN 


SAN JOSE, CAL., APRIL 15TH TO I9TH, 1896. 


ALSO, 


A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


NA ess Ee NL: SeoctETY 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


HELD AT 


SAN JOSE, CAL., APRIL 16rH AND 17TH, 1896. 


.PHILADELPHIA: 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 
1896. 
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Synodical Calendar, 1896-1897. 


aa 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rev. VICTOR G. A. TRESSLER, 
55 E. Julian St., San José, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 


Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, 


1502 Laguna St., San Francisco, Cal. 


TREASURER. 


Mr. JOHN EVERDING, 


2116 Mason St., San Francisco, Cal. 


NEXT MEETING. 


FPlace—Oakland, Cal. 
Time—Aprtil 28, 1897. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1896-1397. 


Home Missions. 


Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER, Rev. C. W. Maccart, 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. 


Church Extension. 


Rey. V. G. A. TRESSLER, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., 


- Rev. Wn. BRANDES. 


Beneficiary Education. 


Rev. J. E. BusHNELL, D. D., Rev. J. W. Batt, 
Rev. A. JATHO. 


Examination of Candidates tor the Ministry. 


Rey. W. S. Hosxinson, Sc. D., Rev. J. E. BusHnetz, D. D., 
Rev. C. W. Maccarrt. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


sr NOD OF CALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


SAN JOSH, CAL., April r5th to roth, 1896. 


SAN José, Cat., WEDNESDAY, APRIL I5TH, 1896, 8 P. M. 

The first service of the Sixth Annual Convention of the Synod 
of California was held in Grace Lutheran Church, San José, Cal., 
Rey. Victor G. A. Tressler, pastor. After the liturgical service, 
conducted by Revs. A. Stewart Hartman, D. D. and Jesse W. 
Ball, the opening sermon was preached by the President, Rev. 
C. W. Maggart, of San Diego, Cal., from 2 Kings ii. 14, 15 ; 
theme, “Power for Duty.” After the sermon the Synodical 
communion was participated in by the members of Synod and 
delegates. 


FIRST SESSION. 


San José, CaL., APRIL 16TH, 1896, THURSDAY, 9: 30 A.M. 
The Synod met in a half hour’s devotional service, conducted 
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by the President, Rev. C. W. Maggart. The session was formally 
opened with prayer, after which the clerical roll was called and 
lay delegates received and enrolled. 


Synodical Roll. 


icp 
ome 
2% 
eae CLERICAL MEMBERS. RESIDENCE. Lay DELEGATES. 
z 

S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., a. e.\San Diego. ...... No Charge. 

A. C. Wedekind, D. D., a. ¢. ..|San Diego-.... -|No Charge. 

VWs Wil ane werrenmne Sparel sa cre! Monrovia ....... 'No Charge. 

M. W. Hamma, D. D., a.2....| Washington, D. C.|No Charge. 
1877|J. Si Moser .-+---++seeeeees Riverside. : 
1§79|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D...-..|Sacramento ...-. Geo. Gifford. 
1882|J. E. Bushnell, D. D. -..-..-- Oakland ........ Wm. H. Moller. 
1885/C. W. Maggart ...-.......-. San Dieso.. eva = Henry Seebold, a. e. 
1887|Wm. Brandes.....-....-..+. Napa. 

1887/A, Jatho ..---.. eee ee ee eee Oakland. 

TOSS] Cor EeOehletierte cere cretatereta areas Sacramento...... Fred. Meckféssel. 
1891|V. G. A. Tressler..-....----- San José ei. l-\i1 Christian }Tansen. 
TSoOz Ei Gelrcke vee eerecetacuaet eae San Francisco...-|Theo. Jatho, a. e. 
TO92|On Eb Gruviers. 2 -cfa mite prec tele |\San Francisco....|G. G. Burnett. 
1894|J. W. Ball, 0. .-.-.-.-+---- 2% |Los Angeles ..... Wm. Bosbyshell. 

Ne Sehimierer rises anc01s ete ere te ol Monrovia. 

L. C. Routzahn, a. e. ...-.... Arroyo Grande. 

a. Absent. a. e. Absent and excused. o. Ordained. 


Advisory Members. 


On motion, Revs. E. Unangst, D. D., A. Stewart Hartman, 
D. D., and H. L. Yarger, were received as advisory members. 


President’s Report. 


The President read the report of his official acts during the 
year, which was received and referred to the proper committee : 


Beloved Brethren in the Fellowship of our Lord Fesus Christ: Another 
year of opportunity has come and gone. With renewed and profound grati- 
tude to God for his continued mercy and blessing to our churches and peoples, 
let us rejoice that we have the privilege to meet in another new and beautiful 
temple of worship, which stands to the untiring zeal and energy of this faith- 
ful pastor and his devoted people. : 

We should not forget to give continual thanks to the Boards of Home 
Missions and Church Extension for their wise and helpful influence at the 
proper times in this mission field. 
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I herewith submit my official acts during the year. 


I, RESIGNATIONS AND DISMISSALS. 


About the first of July I was informed by the Rev. M. H. Stine that he had 
resigned the pastorate of the First Lutheran church of Los Angeles, and 
would depart for the east, July 29th. He afterwards asked for a letter of 
dismissal to the East Pennsylvania Synod, which was granted October 9th. 

On August 20th, I was informed by the Rev. J. S. Simon that he had re- 
signed at San Francisco First church to accept a call to the mission at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. At his request he was granted a letter of dismissal to the East 
Ohio Synod. Dismissal was sent August 30th. 


II, ACCESSIONS. 


On the 25th of September, I received a letter from the Rev. J. W. Ball, a 
licentiate of the Allegheny Synod, saying he had received and accepted a call 
to the First Lutheran church ot Los Angeles, and began his work on the 22d 
of September. Early in November, the council of our First church in San 
Francisco informed me that they had called as their pastor the Rev. O. H. 
Gruver, of Hyndman, Pa. The letters of these brethren were received 
on the 22d of October, and their names were enrolled as members of this 
Synod. On the 30th of November, Rev. L. C. Routzahn, of Arrayo Grande, 
Cal., sent me his letter of dismissal from the Synod of Kansas, and his name 
was enrolled. On the 20th of March, I received the dismissal of Rev. Adolph 
Jatho, of Oakland, Cal., from the Synod of Nebraska, and his name was en- 
tered on our roll. On the 4th of April, Rev. W. Brandes, of Napa, Cal., sent 
me his dismissal from the Wartburg Synod, and he was enrolled as a member 
of this Synod. 

On the 15th of July, I received a letter from Pastor Leo Geick, who has been 
preaching in South San Francisco and at Noe and Eureka Valleys. His dis- 
missal is received from the German Evangelical Lutheran Congregational 
churches of South Dakota. The same I place in your hands for action ac- 
cording to Article VI., Section 3, of our Synodical Constitution. 


III. CORNER-STONE LAYING. 

I gleaned from the church papers that on the 28th of July, the corner- 
stone of the Grace English Lutheran church of San José was laid with im- 
pressive ceremonies, the address of the day being delivered by the Rev. J. 5. 
Simon. 

On August 8th, I was informed by Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., pastor of the 
English Lutheran church, of Oakland, Cal., that the corner-stone of their 
church would be laid on the 11th of August. 


IV. INSTALLATIONS. 


On the 8th of December, according to appointment, the Rev. O. H. Gruver 
was installed as pastor of the First Lutheran church, of San Francisco, Rev. 
S. B. Barnitz, D. D., officiating. On the 15th of December, the Rev. V.G.A. 
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Tressler was installed pastor of Grace English Lutheran church, of San Jose 
Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., delivering the charge to the people, and Rev. J. E. 
Bushnell, D. D., the charge to the pastor. 

V. DEDICATION. 

On the 15th of December, this beautiful church in which we are assembled 
was dedicated to the worship of our blessed Lord. As we behold its marvel- 
ous beauty, we are constrained to say, “What hath God wrought?” The en- 
ergetic and untiring pastor and faithful people are deserving of the highest 
praise for this marvelous achievement. 


VI. CHURCH OPENING. 

We learned that the beautiful church at Oakland was opened the first part 
of December. The dedication of this temple of worship will take place on 
the 19th of April, next Lord’s day. May it be a most propitious and helpful 
day for our mission there, and for our church in California. 

VII. MISCELLANY AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

During the year I-had some correspondence with Mr. S. C. Severtson, who 
is doing some missionary work in the colony at Corning, Cal. He has been 
working somewhat under instructions of the Hauge Synod, preaching to the 
people in English. I asked him to do what he could during the year and 
report to this meeting of Synod. 

It is our fond hope that during the coming year several new missions may 
be begun in the more important points of the State. Praying God’s richest 
blessing to rest upon our labors, and that He will grant us a profitable meet- 
ing of Synod, I hereby return to you the trust which you graciously accorded 
me a year ago. 

Respectfully submitted, C. W. MAGGART. 
Election of Officers. 

The election of officers being next in order, the President ap- 
pointed the following brethren as tellers: Rev. J. W. Ball, Mr. 
G. G. Burnett, and Mr. Wm. H. Moller. 

On motion of Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, Sc.D., that portion of the 
report of the committee on the minutes of last Synod referring 
to the voting power of the Treasurer was taken up and consid- 
ered, and on motion of Rev. J. S. Moser, the Treasurer was 
granted the right to vote on all questions before the Synod, with 
all the other privileges of a regular delegate. - 

The result of the election was as follows : 

President—Rev. Victor G. A. Tressler. 

Secretary—Rev. Oscar H. Gruver. 

Treasurer—Mr. John Everding. 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 9 


The newly elected officers immediately took their places. 

On motion, one-half hour’s recess was taken by Synod in order 
to allow the President time to arrange his committees. 

The President appointed the following committees : 


List of Committees. 


No. 1. President's Report—Revs. J. W. Ball and H. Gehrcke. 

No. 2. Letters and Papers—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, A. Jatho, 
and Mr. G. G. Burnett. . 

No. 3. Apportionment—Messts. G. G. Burnett and Wm. Bos- 
byshell. 

No. 4. Adbsentees and Excuses—Rev. J. S. Moser and Mr. 
Christian Hansen. 

No. 5. Auditing Committee—Messrs. Wm. Moller and Geo. 
Gifford. 

No. 6. Zemperance and Resolutions—Rev. C. W. Maggart and 
Mr. Theo. Jatho. 

No. 7. Parochial Report—Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., and Mr. 
F. Meckfessel. 
No. 8. General Synod—Revs. W.S. Hoskinson and J. W. Ball. 
No. 9. Devotional Services—Revs. C. F. Oehler and V. G. A. 
Tressler. 
No. 10. Eacess and Deficit—Revs. C. F. Oehler and Wm. 
Brandes. 
No. 11. Sunday-Schools and Young People’s Socteties—Revs. J. 
E. Bushnell, D. D., and O. H. Gruver. 

No. 12. State of the Church—Revs. C. W. Maggart, H. 
Gehrcke, and J. E. Bushnell. 

No. 13. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. J. W. Ball, Mr. Wm. 
Bosbyshell, and- Mr. G. G. Burnett. 


Minutes of Last Synod. 
The Committee on the Minutes of the Last Convention of 


Synod reported as follows : 
Your Committee on Minutes of Last Synod report as follows: 
1. On page 10 it is recommended that the matter of L. R. Garrett’s in- 


debtedness be left in the care of his pastor, to be adjusted kindly, but cor- 


rectly. Has this been done? 
2. Also, that each pastor preach a special sermon during the year, urging 


young men to devote themselves to the gospel ministry, etc. Was this done? 
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3. On page 16 it was resolved, “That all benevolent cohtributions of our 
churches be passed into the hands of our Treasurer before the last week be- 
fore the meeting of this Synod.” Was this attended to? 

4. On page 18 it was resolved, “That the Secretary be instructed to pur- 
chase a book in which the minutes of the California Synod, beginning with 
its first meeting, be entered by a penman, and expenses be paid by our Treas- 
urer.” Was this attended to? 

5. On same page Rev. J. S. Simon announced that at the next meeting of 
Synod he would submit the following amendment to Article X, Sec. 3 of the 
Constitution: ‘The Treasurer shall have the right to vote on all questions, 
whether he be a regularly elected delegate from any congregation or not.” 
In his absence, shall this amendment be adopted? 

6. On page 23 it is recommended “that each pastor and congregation be 
particular to send to the historian a copy of each circular, pastoral letter or 
document, of however slight importance it may seem, and a copy of every 
item of interest transpiring in the congregation during the year.’ Has this 
been done? 


Respectfully submitted, J. S. MOSER. 

On motion the report was considered sevriatim. 

Item 1. Answered in part by the pastor, Rev. Ball, and Mr. 
Bosbyshell, and referred to the Committee on Beneficiary Edu- 
cation. 

Item 2. Yes, in part. 

Item 3. Yes, in part. 

Items. Ves: 

Item 5. Adopted previously. 

Item 6. Answered by historian, No. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Hours of Business. 


On motion, the hours for the sessions of the Synod were de- 
cided as follows : 

Morning—g : 30 to 11 : 30. 

Aflernoon—z to 4 : 30. 

Lvening—j : 45 o'clock. 

On motion, the Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. E. 
Bushnell, D. D. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


‘THURSDAY, 2 P. M. 

The Synod was called to order by the President, and prayer 
was offered by Rev. E. Unangst, D. D. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Letters of greeting were received and read from absent mem- 
bers of Synod, Secretaries of Boards, and friends. The Secre- 
tary was authorized to reply to these greetings. 

The Parochial Reports of the congregations were read and 
handed to the proper committee. 

On motion, a recess of twenty minutes was taken on the invi-. 
tation of Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, President of the W. H. and F. 
M. Society convention in session in the parlors of Grace church, 
to listen to the address of Dr. Hartman. 


Report of the Delegates to the General Synod. 


Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc.D., read the report of the delegates 
to the last convention of the General Synod, which met at 
Hagerstown, Md., as follows: 


The Thirty-Seventh Convention of the General Synod assembled at Hagers- 
town, Md., from June 5th to 13th. The delegates from California were all 
present. There was a full attendance of delegates and visitors, and an earnest 
Christian spirit characterized all the sessions. There seemed to be no dispo- 
sition for controversy, but rather an earnest purpose to push on the practical 
interests of the Kingdom. 

It was an assembly to make one feel the great power and fair prospects of 
our American Lutheran Church. Her doctrinal position and form of worship 
are settled, and the old faith of our forefathers will continue to be the faith 
of our children’s children. The outlook for our church is indeed most 
hopeful. 

All the Church Boards are well managed and reported increased contribu- 
tions and no debts. The Pastors’ Fund and Orphan Asylum have received 
larger sums in these two years than usual. An encouraging increase in the 
number of churches and membership was reported. The Young People’s 
Societies are prospering everywhere, and our educational institutions show 
great growth and efficiency. All these reports were full of promise of the 
favor of God. 

The revised Catechism was adopted and recommended for use in all the 
churches. The committee on fraternal relations with other Lutheran bodies 


12 SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


gave an encouraging report, showing a coming together into closer union of 
the different branches of our church. 

Our Book of Worship is undergoing revision, and when done will give us a 
much better book. ‘ 

An abbreviated Order of Service was adopted for the use of all churches 
that prefer a shorter service. 

The Western Theological Seminary was started by making provision for the 
support of one professor. 

The work in California received due share of attention, showing that the 
whole Church is interested in our churches on this coast. 

Our Synod is apportioned for each of the two years from April Ist, 1896, 
to March 31st, 1898: 


Foreign Missions.........--- ie WSieralere: etc ees eco] adaheietalert et aie veycferele: siatehata $237.00 
Lonnie Missions. %eisis.cve. «sco scettee echo veiaritaitnseche wuercne tetera ek ome etiotar eta het one 305.00 
(GhurchHEextensiom: iors. c:ace, stave etsy-<iouata ee taveie pals pokarctioies oreteyiake.ebaia, bePerauereuerenar 237.00 
BOAT OL MEGUGAELO 1G were eck Soh nrs: aie orators erat oter ratte aia a era cane ania atccece easenene 118.00 
Generale Symrodk every coset antetalertrer se ns caikt sre erred yeas eat eerste fever eet 18.00: 
PAStOVS? ENUIN) saveids exe ce okeinrcuau steve mic! sity wyecatmions Siw chats ale eeu eveveloiaia sale siete 118.00 
Peacon ess: Boards isis c:ecors kale iste osehe weiss kaneis o.c.0 ef es) archers celerefalleleretereiene 40.00 
Home-of Aged. 00. isis <2 0 s:crsin celeie bielne © wicivi cleicisisielelcreie via e¥le «lisse ie 59.00 
Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 


G. G. BURNETT, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL, 
for the Delegates. 


Adopted. 
President’s Report. 
Rev. J. W. Ball offered the following report : 


Your Committee on the President’s Report respectively report that they 
find nothing requiring the special consideration of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, Jc We BAIL, 
H. GEHRCKE. 
Adopted. 
On motion, the Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. H. L. 
Yarger. 


EVENING SERVICE. 


THURSDAY, 7:45 P. M. 
The liturgical service being conducted -by the President, Rev. 
V.G. A. Tressler, addresses were delivered by Rev. O. Hz 
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Gruver, on Education; Rev. H. L. Yarger, on Church Extension, 
and Rev. E. Unangst, D. D., on Foreign Mission work in India. 


THIRD SESSION. 


SAN José, CAL., APRIL 17, 1896; FRIDAY, 9:30 A. M. 
Devotional services were led by Rev. C. F. Oehler, after which 
the Synod was called to order by the President, who offered a 


prayer. 
The roll was called and the minutes read and approved. 


Minutes of the General Synod. 


The following report was presented : 


In addition to the items noticed in the report of the Delegates to the Gen- 
eral Synod, we find that the close of the fiscal year was made 30th of April 
instead of 31st of March. 

We would call attention of the Beneficiary Education Committee of our 
Synod to the recommendation found on page 81, and of our Committee on 
Parochial Reports to page 84. : 

Respectfully submitted, W.S. HOSKINSON, 
J. W. BALL. 
Adopted. 


Letters and Papers. 


The Committee on Letters and Papers presented their report 
as follows : 

First is a letter from Rev. Philip Graif requesting a letter of dismissal from 
this Synod to the Golden Gate Free Baptist Association. We recommend 
that the request be granted. 

Second is a letter from Rey. H. E. Ongerth, requesting some help in the 
‘way of Sunday-school supplies. We refer the same to Synod for action. 

_ Third, are letters from Mr. S. C. Severtson, of Corning, Tehama Co. We 
ask that his letter be read before Synod. 

Fourth, are letters of dismissal and request for aid and guidance from Rev. 
Leo. Geick, of San Francisco. We would recommend that this be read be- 
fore Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
G. G. BURNETT, 
A. JATHO. 
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On motion of Rev. C. W. Maggart, the report was considered 
seriaum. 

Item 1. This was amended so as to read: In view of Rev. 
Philip Graif’s request, we grant the removal of his name from 
our roll. 

Items 2 and 3. Referred to the Advisory Board of Home Mis- 
sions. 

Item 4. Referred to the Ministerium. 

Adopted as a whole. 


State of the Church. 
The committee offered their report as below : 


Your Committee have examined with care the reports from the different 
churches, and find that for the most part a very commendable progress has 
been made. ‘ 

We rejoice in the excellent showing made by our churches in their Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor work, and in the manifestations of loyalty, 
piety and spirituality which are revealed by the reports. 

While the whole territory of our Synod is permeated with liberalism in all 
its varied forms, we rejoice that our pastors unitedly stand firm in preaching 
the pure gospel. 

et us tenaciously hold on to our faith and persevere in our work, and ere 
we are aware the silver lining will appear and victory will perch upon our 


swords, and great rejoicing will be ours. “In due season ye shall reap if ye 
faint not.’ 
Then let us press on and on, never faltering, until we are‘called up higher. 
Respectfully submitted, C. W. MAGGART, 


HERM. GEHRCKE. 
Adopted. 


Invitation to Visit Lick Observatory. 


A letter of invitation from Professor Holden to the Synod to 
visit Mt. Hamilton was read, and on motion, the thanks of the 
Synod were tendered for the kind invitation. 

The Committee on Apportionment presented a partial report 
and begged for instructions. 

On motion of Rev. C. W. Maggart, ten cents per member 
were apportioned for the Synodical Treasury. : 

Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell moved that the resolution apportioning 
ten cents per member for Beneficiary Education, as found ‘on 
page 13 of last year’s Minutes, be rescinded. 
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On motion, this resolution was laid on the table until after the 
report on Beneficiary Education. 


Beneficiary Education. 


The report was read by the Chairman, Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, 
as follows : 


Your Committee on Beneficiary Education is constantly and cumulatively 
impressed with the absoluteness of California’s demand upon the Lutheran 
Church for spiritual nourishment and culture. For the sake of the State and 
for the honor of the Church, this demand must be opportunely met. But 
without a ministry indigenous to the people, we can not now nor eyer posi- 
tively and productively plant our church. The missionary history of every 
land and denomination proves that an abiding ministry must be of the people 
as well as to them—not only for them, but from them. 

Therefore, we recommend : 

1. That the beneficiary apportionment of ten cents per capita upon the 
members of our church as heretofore levied, be here and now heartily en- 
dorsed and perpetuated in case that we secure a man to educate. 

2. That the beneficiary funds now in the hands of the committee be at 
once, at the direction or by the advice of Synod, applied to the work. 

3. That at least once during the Synodical year, every pastor of every 
church, bespeaking the divine guidance and impressed with the interests of 
the need, shall preach upon the call to the ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, V. G. A. TRESSLER. 


On motion, the report was considered sevzanm. 

Item 1. On motion, this item was stricken out. 

The report still pending, a motion was made to adjourn till 
1:30 p. m., and carried. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 1: 30 P. M. 
Synod convened with prayer by Rev. O. C. Miller. 
The minutes were read and adopted. , 
The report of the Committee on Beneficiary Education, which 
was pending when Synod adjourned in the morning, was taken 
up for further consideration. 
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Item 2. Authorized to be given to Rev. Wm. Brandes, pastor 
at Napa. 

Item 3. Adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Apportionment. 


Mr. G. G. Burnett offered the report of the Apportionment 
Committee, as follows : 


Your Apportionment Committee have taken the sum apportioned by the 
General Synod of our Church of the U. S., viz.: 961g cents per member, and 
have divided it as per the enrolled membership of all the churches within our 
State Synod, viz.: 11, and in accordance with the number of members as 
reported to this Synod, viz., 1111; and furnish you herewith a tabulated 
statement of the respective sums due this Synod by our individual churches. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, G. G. BURNETT, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 


Adopted. (See Appendix C.) 


Historian’s Report. 
The Synodical Historian presented the following report : 


During the year several changes in our pulpits have been made. Rev. J. S. 
Simon left the pastorate of the First church of San Francisco and was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. O. H. Gruver, who was installed on the 8th of December. 
Rey. M. H. Stine resigned the First church of Los Angeles, and was succeeded 
by Rev. J. W. Ball. 

Revs. W. Brandes, of Napa, A. Jatho, of Oakland, L. C. Routzahn, of Arroyo 
Grande, were received into membership of Synod. 

The corner-stones of Grace English Lutheran church, of San José, and First 
English Lutheran church, of Oakland, were laid during the year. 

Grace English Lutheran church, of San José, was dedicated, and its pastor, 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, was installed on the 15th of December. 

The beautiful Oakland church was formally opened in December. 

The general progress of the work is very commendable. 

Respectfully submitted, C. W. MAGGART. 

Adopted. 


Parochial Reports. 
Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., Chairman of the Committee « on 
Parochial Reports, offered ee following : 


Your Committee on Parochial Reports respectfully submit the following 
recommendations in accordance with the resolutions adopted by the 37th 
General Synod, as noted on pages 81-84: 
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1. That a department composed of three columns for Young People’s 
Societies be inserted, entitled respectively, “ Number of Members,” including 
“Juniors,” “Contributions for Local Objects” and “Contributions for Be- 
nevolence.”’ 

2. That the column now designated “ Union” in the Sunday-school table 
be stricken out if it be found necessary to do so. 

3. That in the parochial blank the column entitled “ Excommunication,” 
be stricken out, and the title of the column be “ All other losses.” 

To secure the necessary information to fill the blank in regard to Young 
People’s Societies, we recommend that the roll be called, and that the Secre. 
tary record the answers. 

The following is the tabulated report of your Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. BUSHNELL, 
FRED. MECKFESSEL. 


Adopted. (See Appendix D.) 
Treasurer’s Report. 
Mr. John Everding offered the following financial statement : 


(See Appendix B.) 
On motion, this report was referred to the Auditing Committee. 


Advisory Board of Home Missions. 


The following report was presented through the Chairman : 


It is with pleasure we submit the sixth annual report of this very important 
work in our Synod. 

This is emphatically a Missionary Synod. Our communicant membership 
has grown from 600 to 1,111; our Sunday-schools from 652 to 1,532; the 
value of church property from $98,000.00 to $174,700.co, and our benevolent 
contributions from $670.53 to $1,811.06, We cannot but say, thanks be unto 
our God who giveth us the victory. 

The Board of Home Missions has nobly aided us in our most difficult work, 
and we hereby acknowledge with sincere gratitude its timely assistance, as also 
the very great interest which the Woman’s Board has shown in this important 
field. 

1. Realizing the great need of the field, we would recommend the con- 
tinuation of the support asked by our different missions. 

2. To strengthen the things that remain, we urge the occupying during the 
coming year of the promising fields that appear before us. Again we urge the 
examination of the rapidly growing city of Stockton, with a view to its 
occupancy. 

The rapidly growing city of Los Angeles should have a second church, 

The colony at Corning has a good number of Lutheran families who want 
a shepherd. We hope it will be possible for the General Secretary of the 
Board of Home Missions to spend a day of search at each of these places. 
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3. We greatly appreciate the wisdom and kindness of the Home Mission 
Board in sending to us at this time the General Secretary, Rev. A. Stewart 
Hartman, D. D., who has so wonderfully cheered usy and we send back to the 
Board through him our kindly thanks and great devotion. 

4. We most earnestly pray that the Woman’s Board do not lose their faith 
in California and divert their funds to other sections of our country, earnestly 
urging that they continue to concentrate on this, their rightful field. 

Respectfully submitted, C. W. MAGGART. 


On motion, the report was considered sevzatim. 
Item 1. Adopted. 

Item 2. Adopted. 

Item 3. Adopted by rising vote. 

Item 4. Adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Invitation to Visit the State Normal School. 


A letter of invitation from Principal C. W. Childs was read, and 
a vote of thanks from Synod extended for the kind invitation. 


Auditing Committee. 


The committee reported as follows : 


Your Committee have examined the Treasurer’s accounts and find them 
correct as per his report. WILLIAM MOLLER, 
GEO. GIFFORD, JR. 


Advisory Board of Church Extension. 


The Chairman presented the report, as follows : 


This Synod feels itself under lasting obligations to the Board of Church 
Extension for sending to us the Field Secretary, Rev. H. L. Yarger. His 
presence has been an inspiration to us, and we cordially convey our greetings. 
through him to his Board, and assure it of our continued interest and un- 
swerving support. 

We would recommend that the incoming Advisory Board look into the 
field at Napa, and see what can be done toward the purchasing of the Re- 
formed Salem church, in which our congregation at present worships. 

We rejoice in the continued interest of the Woman’s Board in this import- 
ant field, and trust they will continue to give their untiring attention to this. 
work. 

Respectfully submitted, C. W. MAGGART,: 
O. H. GRUVER, 
J. WW BALL. 
Adopted. 
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On motion of Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc.D., it was resolved to 
elect delegates to the next General Synod to convene in Mans- 
field, Ohio, in 1897, at this session of Synod. 


Excess and Deficit. 


The Committee on Excess and Deficit offered their report. 
(See Appendix A.) 
Adopted. 


Systematic Beneficence. 


The following report was presented : 


The necessity of systematic giving toward the benevolent operations of the 
church is beyond question; and that our pastors may be able to secure for 
the different Boards of the Church the amounts needed to carry on their 
work, we would recommend: 

1. That our churches and Sunday-schools observe the days set apart by the 
General Synod for the special work of the Boards. 

2. That, if the brethren have any difficulty in raising the apportionment, 
they use regularly at their communion seasons envelopes printed for that 
special work, and that they be fully distributed among all the members of 
their congregations, with a letter of explanation, if necessary, asking that 
each member contribute at the least the apportionment made by the General 
Synod. 

3. That, if thought best, the Synod furnish these envelopes to all congre- 
gations asking for them. 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. BALL, 
G. G. BURNETT, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 
Adopted. 


Resolutions. 


Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., offered the following resolutions : 


1. Resolved, That we have been gratified at having with us at this meeting 
of Synod our veteran Foreign Missionary, Rev. E. Unangst, D. D., and that 
we are thankful to God for his long and valued services to our Church. 

2. Resolved, That it has given us much pleasure to have with us for cheer 
and advice our “ Traveling Home Missionaries,” Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Burnett, 
and that we re-affirm the resolutions passed at the last meeting of our Synod, 
expressing our gratitude and appreciation for the labor of love of these 
Christian workers. 


Adopted. 
On invitation, Rev. A. Stewart Hartman, D. D., Secretary of 
the Board of Home Missions, addressed the Synod. 
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Resolutions and Temperance. 


Rev. C. W. Maggart offered the following : 

Resolved, Vhat the thanks of this Synod are due and are hereby given to | 
the pastor and congregation of Grace English Lutheran Church, for their 
cordial reception and entertainment of Synod. @ 

Resolved, Vhat we return thanks to the San José papers for their full and 
able reports of the proceedings of this Convention. 

Resolved, That we appreciate the kindness shown to our members and 
visiting brethren in the special privileges granted by the Southern Pacific and 


other railroad companies. 
Resolved, That we invite the German pastors of the churches not in connec- 
tion with this Synod, to seek to have their churches adopt the Constitution of 


our Synod. 
Resolved, That in view of the lax condition of temperance sentiment in this 


fair State, we express our appreciation of every effort put forth to create a 
sentiment that shall be utilized in the providence of God to sweep the 
monster demon, Alcoholism, from our delightsome land. 

Respectfully submitted, Cc. W, MAGGART. 


Adopted. 
Time and Place of Next Convention. 


Mr. Wm. Moller extended a hearty invitation to Synod to meet 
next year in Oakland. é 

The invitation was accepted by the unanimous vote of Synod. © 

The time is Wednesday, April 28th, 1897. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, on motion, the time 
was extended indefinitely. 


Absentees and Excuses. 


The committee reported the following : 

Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses recommend that Revs. S. 
Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., M. W. Hamma, D. D., A. C. Wedekind, D. D., Wm. 
Uhl, L. C. Routzahn, and Messrs. Theo. Jatho and Henry Seebold, be excused 
from attendance at this session of Synod. 

J. S: MOSER, 
C, HANSEN. 


Adopted. 
Devotional Services. 


The following was presented : 


Your Devotional Committee reports as follows: 
Services on Sunday, April 19th: 
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Sunday-school, 9: 45 a. m.; addresses by members of Synod. Preaching 
service at If a. m., and sermon by Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D. 

Y. P.S.C. E. at 6:30 p. m. Words of cheer by pastor and delegates. 
Ordination service of Rev. J. W. Ball at 7:30 p.m. Sermon by Rev. C. F. 
Oehler. 

Your committee recommend that as many pastors and delegates as possible 
attend these services. 

Sunday, 11:00 a. m., Rey. C. F. Oehler will preach in the German Meth- 
odist church and Rev. J. W. Ball in the United Presbyterian church. 

Respectfully submitted, CHAS. F. OEHLER, 
V. G. A. TRESSLER. 

Adopted. 

On motion, the Synod proceeded to the election of delegates 
to the General Synod. 

The President appointed Messrs. Geo. Gifford, Jr., Christian 
Hansen, and the Secretary, as tellers. 


The result of the election was reported thus: 


CLERICAL DELEGATES. 
Primarii: Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., Washington, D. C., 
Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, San José. 
Secundi: Rev. C. F. Oehler, Sacramento ; Rev. C. W. Maggart, 
San Diego. 
LAY DELEGATES. 


Primari: Mr. G. G. Burnett, San Francisco ; Mr. Wm. Bosby- 
shell, Los Angeles. 

Secundi: Dr. P. S. Leisenring, San Diego; Mr. Wm. Moller, 
Oakland. 


Sunday-Schools and Young People’s Societies. 


Rey. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., offered the following report : 


Appreciating the vital importance of our Sunday-schools and the work 
of our Young People’s Societies, we desire to place upon record our un- 
qualified endorsement of these important lines of church enterprise. We 
recognize that the Sunday-school is, like the prayer-meeting, a spiritual pulse 
of the whole body. 

We also notice with pleasure that the National Convention of Lutheran 
Young People at Pittsburg has marked a new era in the prosperity of our 


churches all over the land. 
J. E. BUSHNELL, 
O. H. GRUVER. 


Adopted. 
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On motion, the Secretary was instructed to have 600 copies of 
these minutes printed by our Lutheran Publication Society. 

On motion, the minutes of the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Synod of California will be given place 
with these minutes, and a page containing the latest statistics of 
the Lutheran church of the world be added. 

On motion, the Treasurer was authorized to pay $5.00 to Grace 
Lutheran church for expenses incurred. 

On motion, Synod adjourned with prayer, to meet in Minis- 
terium. : 


FIFTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 9:45 P. M. 

After the evening service Synod was called to order by the 
President, and Rev. J. W. Ball led in prayer. 

Minutes were read and approved. 

Rev. Wm. Brandes thanked the Synod for the money voted 
him in the afternoon session. 

Standing Committees were appointed for the coming year. 
(See page 4 of minutes.) 

On motion, it was resolved to replace the name of Rev. H. E. 
J. Ongerth on the roll of synod, in case he returns his letter of 
membership. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by the President, followed by the 
Lord’s Prayer, to meet on the 28th of April, 1897, in the First 
English Evangelical Lutheran church, Oakland, California, Rev. J. 
E. Bushnell, D. D., pastor. 


The following persons were voted honorary members of the 
sixth convention of the Synod of California : 

Rev. A. Stewart Hartman, D. D., Baltimore, Md. 

Rey. E. Unangst, D. D., Guntur, India. 

Rev. H. L. Yarger, Atchison, Kans. 

Rey. O. C. Miller, San Francisco, Cal. 

Rev. A. M. L. Herenius, San José, Cal. 
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Rey. O. Wilcke, San José, Cal. 

Rey. J. C. Lynn, San José, Cal. 

Rev. L. Dalos Mansfield, D. D., San José, Cal. 
Mr. Christion Schriber, Oakland, Cal. 


The above report of the proceedings of the sixth convention of 
the Synod of California, I certify is correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

OSCAR H. GRUVER, Secretary. 


MINISTERIUM. 


San José, CaL., APRIL 17TH, 1896, FRIDAY, 5 P. M. 
The Ministerium of the Synod of California was called to 
order by the President, and prayer was offered by Rev. J.5S. 
Moser. 
Examining Committee. 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., Chairman of the Examining 
Committee, presented the following report : 


Rev. J. W. Ball has made application to your Committee for ordination at 
this meeting of Synod. Several sermons and outlines and his pastoral record 
were placed in our hands, and he appeared before us in person. 

After examination, we recommend him to the Ministerium for ordination. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
J. E. BUSHNELL, 
C. W. MAGGART. 

Adopted. 

The matter of the reception of Rev. Leo Geick into the fellow- 
ship of the Synod, which was referred to the Ministerium, was 
disposed of as follows : 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That we extend to Rev. Leo Geick our cordial greeting, and that 
the Examining Committee meet him at some time during the coming year 
and take the matter into consideration until the next meeting of Synod, to 
which they shall report. 

The time for the ordination service was set for Sunday evening, 
April roth, Rev. C. F. Oehler, of Sacramento, to preach the 
sermon. 

On motion, the Ministerium adjourned with prayer by the 
President. 

The above is a correct report of the acts of the Ministerium. 

OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
Secretary. 
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STATISTICS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


Lutherans in all Lands. 


e| el] se 

Ae ee 

EUROPE, a é eS 

a |.e vas 
German ste Pia Nialee elojelpiniarsismiete 15,550) 20,450] 28,369,000 
DoKMaH. woh ht es 1,739, 1,907| 1,769,582 
Sweden .....c.ceeseewes ietenets 2,418} 2,408) 4,677,176 
NOPWAY.« siiecce re cnccevcesese 869 960| 1,795,814 
Teel and ease pesrstel= 6 aete'siers oo eeine 180} 300 70,000 
Faroe Islands ......--.----+++ 22 22 11,221 
Finland, Russia........--++-- 800) 1,002 2,176,421 
Poland), RUSsiaieiec cre .c5 5 0-0 72 104 300,000 
Remaining Russia......-.-.. 520} 1,132) 2,551,403 
Austria 183) 528 292,866 
Hungary 718) 1,162) 1,130,150 
France...... 124) 95 80,655 
Netherlands 67 58 73,696 
Great Britain 26 48 30,000 
TtQly os ae iiss ele woicielore sieiwsitee 12 13 9,000 
Roumania . 0 cove. esiees cece 11 11 6,776 
SO Md ad sooseconcabenatyecie. 1 1 300 
Bulgaria. .....ccsceecececsess 1 if 120 
Switzerland.......ceccevsesses 8 9 11,098 
Heligoland cc. ec csccccisee 1 2! 1,918 
Total in Burope. >.......+... 23,322! 30,207! 43,357,688 
ASIA 
Paléstime.......-sceeccccese-s 15 9 700 
Hind oostan .ccisceiccccsccene 134 86) 67,926 
(Oleh Wer pos oneo dosom i eoenaan 26 18 4,679 
Asiatic Russia.....cssccsrece 18 19) 12,000 
On Black Sea..... 0.2 cccerecee 5 5 3,716 
Orient . 2... -c.ccecscceer ce oces 7 7 1,948 
Total in Asia.... 0... eecees 205 144 90,969 
AFRICA 
North Africa, Egypt....-...- 2 2 870 
North Africa, Algeria... .... 10 23 5,000 
WES Autre al vers ieicleateis/ejcietecrersiele 40 20 9,264 
DOULA CATCH) co ntecteleirraie clersere 209| 158 58,893 
South Africa, Colonists....... 24 29 22,170 
Bape tAtriea’.i-incssiesie(elaxicesta’s 10 4 140 
Central Atrica ya rcecls«sasleicie el 11 2 100 
MANA ASCATI . nstsinelieleiee aie-tote 42) 404 40,000 
Total anoAtrica cnet « «cts «1aj20 348) 642 13,437 
OCEANICA. 
Australia, Colunists........ fh 16) 262 100,000 
Australia, Foreign Missions... 10 7 281 
New Zealaud...........0-00- 14 14 10,643 
Hawaiian Islands............ 1 4 1,000 
IB OTC Oven. cle ais s envormewielvelre's 9 6 1,063 
SUMALE Abs scmiaaaese aun sarek 17) 15 12,350 
New Guimeds wa.<s8.c.0-s 5 4 130 
Feejee Islands ...........,... 1 1 100 
Sanroa islands. c. senses 1 1 127 
Total in Oceanica..... .... 1341 3041 125,694 
NORTH AMERICA, 
United States and Canada....| 4,830) 8,601) 6,600,000 
Greenlandnrca. wenn emcee 15 12 10'000 
Wrest: INGLess.. cv." keasisre nantes 3} 4 1,500 
Total in North America....' 4,848) 8.617! 6,611,500 
SOUTH AMERICA 
Argentine Republic... Bavccersiere 2 5 6,000 
Brazil scmerstsc sme close tet cee nen 40 54 85,000 
British Guiana........-...... 1 -5 500 
(C] ot CURR, SR Sere se ee ae 3 6 4,000 
ANAS AY pare sisiassha Suter eg leavers 0 0 350 
UTUguay cles Aagececme soar 1 1 1,400 
Wiemnezuela ae cntmani et ater 1 1 1,000 
Total in South America .... ag| 791 98,250 
SUMMARY, 

BUTO POs acccrs. terme ae | 28,822 30,207) 43, 357,688 
Asia eral siaiataate Meleie ciatatsiets Becta tice | 144| 90,969 
ASRICA) Neca deaeiieds ce mene 642) 136,437 
Oceanicara. “os. 304 125.694 
North America . 3} 8,617 6,611,500 
South America 79 98.250 
Jewish Missions OS | ae 

a $ 5 : ney = = —— —— 
Total TT WWOUIG ee starcioteethetere 28,925! 40,009! 50,420,538 


Lutherans in all Languages. 


The Lutheran is a church of many 
guages. The latest statistics show 
of her baptized membership throug! 
the world 32,000,000 speak German, 5,: 
000 Swedish, 2,500,000 Norwegian, 2, 
000 Danish, 2,048,000 Finnish, 1,250 
English, 1,113,000 Hungarian, 624 
Livonian, 480,000 Courlandish, 272 
Esthonian, 80,000 French, 70,000 
landic, 48,000 Bohemian, and that 
every other civilized tongue she is ~ 
represented. The Lutheran Chu 
though taking its origin in Germ: 
knows no fatherland or mother ton: 
She is at home everywhere. 


Lutherans in the United States. 


In the United States, the Luthe 
Church is doing Christian work in tw 
different languages, and has 4,830 mi 
ters, 8,601 churches, and 1,111,683 ¢ 
municant members, twenty-four t: 
logical seminaries, twenty-five colle 
forty-eight seminaries and acaden 
fifty-seven orphan homes and _ hospi 
and 144 church papers, of which fo 
nine are English, fifty-four German, 
enteen Swedish, fourteen Norweg 
four Danish, three Finnish, one 
landic, and two French. 


26 Lutheran Foreign Missionary Soci 
report as follows: 


Stations, 357; foreign workers, 46§ 
dained and 260 lay ; native workers, 
ordained and 3,246 lay; female worl 
173; baptized members, 188,020; seh¢ 
1 437; ; Scholars, 66,742 ; native contr 
tions, $25,258. 08: income, $881,839 
fields of work—A frica, India, Sandy 
Islands, China, Abyssinia, Polyne 
Greenland, South America. 


Growth of English Lutherans, 


The General Synod, the pioneer 
strength of English Lutheranism, 
had a rapid erowth, as will be seen £ 
the following figures, although less 1 
half of the members remained i in her 


nection in 1867 after the unfortunat 
vision :— 


: Commu 
Year. Mii mister Se Churches. Me 
y 350 

1825 1 

944 

956 
1450 1 
1505 i 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


W. H. & F. M. Synodical Society 


pe LOR NTA, 


CONVENED IN 


SAN JOSE, CAL., April 16, 1896. 


The Fifth Annual Convention of the W. H. & F. M. Society 
of the California Synod opened at 9:30 o’clock a. m., April 16, 
1896, in Grace English Lutheran Church, San José, with devo- 
tional exercises. “Privileges and Blessings of Service’ con- 
ducted by Mrs. !. Everding, San Francisco, as follows: Hymn, 
“Blessed Assurance.” Prayer by Mrs. Zabriski.. Reading of: 
Romans, chap. xii. Short prayers by number of delegates. 

Cordial greeting was extended to members of the Convention 
by Mrs. Sampson, Sin Jos*. . 

Appropriate response by Miss Minnie Love, San Francisco. 

Credentials of following delegates received and enrolled : 

Sacramento—Mrs. W.S. Hoskinson (English church). 

Mrs. Meckfessel, Miss Kate Stuber (German 
church). 

San Diego—Mrs. C. W. Maggart. 

San Francisco—Mrs. |. Everding, Miss Minnie Love, (English 

; church). 
Miss Faulke (Germaa church). 


(31) 


32 FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


Oakland—Mts. 8S. E. Bittle-Myers. 
Mrs. J. E. Bushnell. 

Mrs. Wm. Moller. 

Mrs. Lydia Dennis. 

Mrs. L. E. Zabriski. 

Mrs. H. F. Rowlings. 

Mrs. Tressler-Campbell. 

Los Angeles—Miss Rose E. Hickethier. 


President’s Address. 


San José 


Aly Dear Co-Workers: In the name of the Master whom we serve, I greet 
you. Like the disciples of old we are “ with one accord in one place ” to-day. 
The impelling, unseen motive, which prompts this gathering of busy women, 
is the same in each heart. It may be accounted for in the words of St. Paul, 
—‘ For the love of Christ constraineth us.’ This is the cord that draws us to- 
gether in convention, and that keeps us steadfast to our common work during 
the year while we are separated one from the other. , 

We are here to lay down the trust that has been committed to our care, and 
perhaps to assume new responsibilities. Let us render our reports of the past 
year’s work as “unto the Lord,” and may each one of us hear the Divine ap- 
proval—* She hath done what she could.” 

Two valued workers have removed to other fields of labor. While we miss 
their strength here, we pray God’s richest blessings on their efforts elsewhere. 


ORGANIZATION. 

One new society has been added to our roll during the past year, making 
our number nine. On the 26th of September last, your President, in company 
with four other members of the Executive Committee and the pastor of the 
Oakland church, met the pastor and ladies of St. Matthew’s congregation, San 
Francisco, in the auditorium of their church. After singing ‘‘ Ein Feste Burg ” 
and prayer by Rev. Gehrcke, your President stated the object and urged the 
importance and need of the W. H. & F. M. Society. Others followed with 
words of encouragement and cheer. The Synodical President then appointed 
Mrs. Myers chairman fro tem. ‘Twenty* persons signified their willingness to 
become members of the new society. ‘Che auxiliary constitution, read by Mrs. 
Lothammer, was adopted. Permanent officers were elected. After remarks 
by Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Simon and others upon the importance of our litera- 
ture, the new President appointed a committee to secure new members to the 
society and subscribers to the Aftsstonary Fournal, Many earnest prayers 
were then offered, asking God’s blessing upon the new organization. The 
benediction pronounced by Rev. J. E. Bushnell closed this memorable and 
impressive service. Most encouraging reports have come to us of this young- 
est child of our Synodical Society, and we predict for it a future filled with 
usefulness and good works for the Master. 
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SPECIAL APPEALS, 


1, At the request of Mrs. Hunter, President of our General Society, your 
President, last summer, issued a letter to each one of our auxiliary societies in 
behalf of our mission at Council Bluffs. One society had previously sent its 
apportionment to this object. Since then four others have responded leaving 
three of the auxiliaries, then in existence, to be heard from. 

2. The other object designated by our General Executive Committee for 
special contributions was Ann Arbor. I see by the March J/issionary Your- 
nal that only 107 of 733 societies, had up to that date given beed to this ap- 
peal. Three of these are of our own synodical society. Nearly $4,000 yet re- 
mains to be raised. Let each auxiliary, that has not come up to the aid of 
Ann Arbor, see what it can do in the first quarter of the new synodical year. 

We know that the stringency of the times and the needs of our own 
churches, most of them missions, make work for cthers somewhat difficult. 
But “freely ye have received, freely give.” A little more attention and 
thought to these matters, and I think we find it not so hard, after all, to lend 
a helping hand to others while we climb the rugged steep ourselves. 


THE THANK OFFERING. 


Much attention was given to this subject at our last General Convention. 
-I would call your aftention to the resolution which makes it our duty to set 
apart a stated time for this offering. I would also suggest that, inasmuch as 
the attention of people generally is directed to the enumeration of their bless- 
ings at the Thanksgiving season, and they are thereby disposed to give sub- 
stantial expression to their gratitude, that we set apart the Sunday evening 
previous to Thanksgiving Day for a public missiénary service, at which we 
- shall bring in our annual thank-offering. And inasmuch as the General Ex- 
ecutive Committee best understands the needs of all fields, I suggest that our 
thank-offering be applied to the general fund or to some special object desig- 
nated by the General Executive Committee. 


MISSIONARY LITERATURE. 


This is a trite topic. Every President’s address mentions it. We cannot 
hope to say anything new to you. But on the principle of the “continual 
dropping that wears the stone,” so we must perpetually agitate this subject if 
we would make any impression on people not yet awake to their privileges. 
It was said of old, “ How can they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard 2” And I put the question to you in a little different form, “ How can 
we believe, not only in Him, but in any object or cause of which we have no 
knowledge ? As well might we ask the blind to enjoy the beautiful landscape 
which he does not see, or the deaf to be entertained by the sweet strains of 
music which he cannot hear, as to ask faith and interest in mission work 
when the mental eye and ear have never have been opened to the knowl- 
edge of what imissionary effort has accomplished in the world. Therefore, we 
plead with you, read our missionary literature. It will broaden your education. 
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Avery eminent man says: “To study missionary literature is to study the eth- 
nology of the globe, its geography, social forms, superstitions, philosophies, 
civilizations, and religions.” We cannot afford to neglect that which is of so 
much advantage to us. 

We would urge auxiliary presidents to e informed in the work of our own 
church especially. See that your Society is supplied with minutes of the Gen- 
eral Convention, and also of your own Synodical Society. Bring these minutes 
into your meetings and impress upon your members what has been done at 
these conventions. Let as many as possible subscribe for AZésston Studies and 
the Missionary Fournal. Many of our weman’s societies are using the Chz/- 
dren’s Missionary with profit. It should be in every Sunday-school and 
Children’s Band. 

SUGGESTIONS. 


1. We cannot too often urge the importance of loyalty to the General Exec- 
utive Committee. In unquestioning obedience and allegiance to our head 
there is strength. Let us be prompt to respond to all its appeals. 

2. In accordance with a request from the last General Convention, I recom- 
mend that a member of this Society be appointed as Synodical reporter, to 
gather up items of interest relating to our own Synodical work, for publication 
in the Afisstonary Fournal. 

3. -I would call attention to Section 2d of Article X. of the Synodical Consti- 
tution, adopted at the Biennial Convention. It reads: ‘* Any Society of Young 
People connected with the Lutheran church, may become auxiliary to this So- 
ciety by electing a Missionary Secretary, who shall send quarterly or annual 
reports to the Synodical Secretary. By devoting one meeting a month to the 
subject of missions, and by paying per member aregular sum monthly or annu- 
ally, which shall be remitted quarterly to the Synodical Treasurer, to be paid 
into the General Fund, for the support of our missionaries. Special objects re- 
commended by the Executive Committee shall be provided for otherwise.” 
‘Thus, our Luther Leagues and Endeavor Societies may become auxiliaries to 
us, and have a part in practical Christianity. This may not be feasible in all 
mission churches, but it is certainly worthy of the attention of Young People’s 
Societies in all self-sustaining churches. 

4. Let the auxiliary Corresponding Secretaries and Treasurers be explicit in 
making out their reports and prompt in remitting the same to the Synodical 
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. A report may be “better late than 
never,” but much annoyance is saved by being on time. 

5. Remember Woman’s Day—the second Lord’s Day in March. 

6. The General Literature Committee has revised and enlarged the old 
Gospel Services, adding many hymns. It is now issued under the title of 
Missionary Services and Hymnal. We recommend it to all who have not the 
old Gospel Services, and to such as are able to buy new. 


CONCLUSION, 


Our record for another year will soon be closed. As we look over its pages, 
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we see imperfections. Our hopes have not all been realized. Perhaps it is 
well to have our standard so high that we shall never attain unto it. But let 
us close the lid of the old volume and open that of the new with a prayer to 
God for strength to fill its fair pages, so full of opportunities and possibilities, 
with just what He would have there. 

“ Show me Thy ways, Oh Lord; teach me Thy paths.” 

MRS. W. S. HOSKINSON. 

The President, Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, then declared that the 
convention was formally organized, and in a few appropriate re- 
marks voiced the pleasure of the convention at being permitted to 
meet in the new and beautiful Grace Lutheran church of San José. 

The following committees were appointed by the President : 


List of Committees. 


Auditing Committee—Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Meckfessel, Miss 
Faulke. 

Letters, Papers and Reports—Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Zabriski, 
Mrs. Bushnell. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Moller, Miss Hickethier, Miss Stuber. 

President's Address—Mrs. Maggart, Mrs. Campbell, Mrg. ° 
Sampson. , 

Reporters—Yo Daily Papers, Miss Hickethier. Odserver, 
World and Evangelist, Mrs. Myers. Missionary Fournal, Mrs. 
Moller. 

In the absence of Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Lothhammer, 
the report was read by Miss Stuber. The same was accepted. 
(See page 36.) 

Mrs. Tressler Campbell read Treasurer’s report, and it was 
accepted. (See page 37.) 

The Historian’s report was read by the Historian, Mrs. S. E. 
Bittle-Myers. (See page 38.) 
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Historian’s Report. 
SAN FRANCISCO AUXILIARY. 


The President, Mrs. E. C. Rowell, is serving this Society for the third term. 
She is most faithful and active in her efforts to make it a success. Owing to 
various causes, such as removals and the changes taking place in the church 
and pastors, the membership has somewhat decreased. The number of mem- 
bers at_present is 30; MMWissionary Fournals taken, 9; JZession Studies, 3; 
church papers, 9; Amount of funds raised for all purposes, $58.70. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF ST. MATTHEW’S GERMAN CHURCH. 

This Society was organized in September, 1895. The President, Vice- 
President, Corresponding Secretary, Historian, and a member of the Litera- 
ture Committee of the Synodical Society, being present. Services were held 
in the church rented by the congregation, and were conducted by Pastor 
Gehrcke in German. Addresses were made in German and English and 20 
members secured to organize with. In March, 1896, this auxiliary numbered 
37 members. Two church papers are taken; amount raised for all purposes, 
$18.00. The Gospel Manual is used for opening the services, The interest » 
is good and membership is increasing. 


OAKLAND AUXILIARY. 


This Society is rapidly growing in membership and interest. Its President, 
Mrs. Wm. Moller, has had very-many cares in consequence of much illness in 
her family, yet she is never absent, and takes an active part in the work, which 
encourages the members greatly. Number of members at present date, 44; 
Fournals taken, 7; Alission Studies, 1; church papers, 9; amount of funds 
raised for all purposes, $109.20. 


SAN JOSE AUXILIARY. 
This Society is doing well and the President and members are interested in 
the work. Number of members, 17; Journals taken, 12; Church papers taken, 


40; Amount of funds raised for all purposes, $15.00. Gospel Manuals are 
used to open the services with. 


SACRAMENTO AUXILIARY. 


The interest is this Society is well kept up, and a general growth in spirit- 
uality is encouraging to note. Number of members, 31, Journals taken, 10; 


Mission Studies, 7; Church papers taken, 10; Funds raised for all purposes 
during the year, $26.77. 


ae TO GERMAN LUTHERAN AUXILIARY. 


This Society is maken excellent progress, the only bichemec being that 
German tracts are not published in sufficient quantities. The attendance at 
all the meetings is good. Number of members, 44; Journals taken, 235 
Mission Studies, 1; German tracts, 1; Church papers, 18; Amount of funds 
raised during the year for all purposes, $238.80. 
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RIVERSIDE AUXILIARY. 
Amount of funds, $17.65. 


LOS ANGELES FIRST CHURCH AUXILIARY. 


The interest in this Society is growing—much is being achieved in members 
taking an active part in meetings; thus the spiritual growth is good. Num- 
ber of members, 29; Journals taken, 12; Church papers, 25; amount of funds 
from free-will offerings, $55.93. 

SAN DIEGO FIRST CHURCH AUXILIARY. 


This is the Young People’s Society, the only one in our Synodical connec- 
tion. The President, Miss E. C. Young, understands how to gain the hearts 
of the youth, and takes an active part in all the plans of her society; she finds 
ready hearts and hands to second all her proposals for increasing work. The 
members are always engaged in preparing clothing for the destitute and make 
this a special feature of their gatherings. The same active interest is contin- 
ued as in former years. The number of members is 24; Journals taken; $10; 
Mission Studies, 4; tracts, 3; Children’s Missionary paper, 102. Amount of 
funds contributed for all purposes during the year, $164.00. 

Amount of money contributed by all the Auxiliaries up to March 15, 1896, 
$681.20. 


Literature Committee. | 


The chairman, Miss E. C. Young, in her untiring efforts, has 
achieved much in this very important line of work in arousing an 
interest in missionary literature in Auxiliary Societies. 

Mrs. Maggart called attention to the literature on table, and 
urged the ladies to purchase same. 

A report of the year’s work of each Auxiliary Society was 
given by the respective delegates, showing that the work was 
going forward. 

Greetings from Riverside were read by Secretary. 

A full and very excellent report from Mrs. M. H. Stine, Dele- 
gate to Generali Convention, was read by Secretary. 

Secretary was instructed to send a letter of thanks to Miss E. 
C. Young, Mrs. A. Lothhammer, Mrs. C. F. Oehler and Mrs. 
Garrett, expressive of appreciatiation of their work, and regretting 
their inability to be present during the convention. 

On motion, a rising vote of thanks was given our President, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman of Literature 
Committee, for donation of money expended for these offices. 
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Resolutions Appreciative of the Work of Dr. and Mrs. Hamma. 


The following resolutions, appreciative of the work of Dr. and 
Mrs. Hamma on Pacific Coast, read by Mrs. Moller, were adopted 
by Convention and ordered embodied in the Minutes : 


Mrs. President: We desire in the following resolutions to express our sen- 
{iments of gratitude for the untiring labors of love in behalf of our Mission 
churches, of Dr. and Mrs. A. V. Hamma. - They belong to our Synod and 
one of our Auxiliaries. They have done much for Oakland, much for all of 
our churches on this Coast; much in the East, traveling everywhere to pre- 
sent the cause of California to the Synods and Conventions. We appreciate 
their loving kindness and self-denial in all their work, and we now present to 
this Convention the following: 

1. Resolved, That this Convention deeply sympathize with Mrs. A. V. 
Hamma in her present illness at her home in Washington, and we sincerely 
hope that she may be speedily restored to health. 

2. Resolved, That we hereby express our thanks and appreciation to Dr. 
and Mrs. Hamma for their continued kind efforts in behalf of our Synod and 
missions. 

3. Resolved, That we sincerely regret that unavoidable circumstances pre- 
vent their being present with us at this Convention. 

4. Resolved, Yhat these resolutions be adopted by a standing vote, anda 
letter of our sympathy and affection be sent by our Corresponding Secretary 
to Mrs. Hamma at her home in Washington, D. C. 

5. Resolved, That these resolutions be incorporated in our Minutes. 

Mrs. WM. MOLLER, 
Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 

Oakland Auxiliary. 


On motion, a bill for printing 200 programmes, amounting to 
$5.50, was paid. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


‘THURSDAY, 2 P. M. 

Opened with devotional services conducted by Mrs. S. E. 
Bittle-Myers. 

After the reading of the 46th Psalm, hymn, “God is our 
Refuge,” followed by prayer for Home Missions, by Miss Kate 
Stuber. Hymn, “ Rock of Ages,” followed by prayer for Foreign 
Missions, by Mrs. C. W. Maggart. 
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BUSINESS SESSION. 


The roll of delegates was called. 

Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 

A paper, “Our record for the past year—has it been what it 
should?” by Miss K. Stuber, Sacramento, was followed by ‘Our 
standard for the coming year—its possibilities,” by Mrs. S. E. 
Bittle-Myers, San Francisco. 

In the absence of Mrs. J. E. Bushnell, Oakland, her paper, 
“Deaconess work,” was read by Mrs. Wm. Moller. 

Mrs. Myers and Miss Love were appointed to invite the Synod 
assembled to meet with the convention in joint session for a short 
time. 

_ After the singing of hymn “‘ From Greenland’s Icy Mountains,” 

Dr. Hartman, General Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, 
greeted the convention in behalf of the Board with heartfelt good 
wishes, speaking earnestly and encouragingly of the work in 
which we are engaged. ‘Then followed an address on Home 
Missionary work, by Dr. G. G. Burnett, of San Francisco. We 
were then greeted by a few pleasing remarks from Rev. Tressler, 
President of California Synod. Rev. Yarger, Field Secretary of 
Board of Church Extension, brought greeting from this Board. 
Dr. Unangst, our veteran missionary from India, addressed con- 
vention briefly on the great work our lady missionaries were doing 
in India. 

After being favored with a solo by Miss Emma Grunig, short 
extracts from the report of General Synod and General Conven- 
tion, and paper upon Emma V. Day Memorial Fund, were read 
by Mrs. Zabriski, Mrs. Burnett and Miss Stuber. 

A letter from Mrs. Wolf, of Guntur, India, was read by Mrs. C. 
W. Maggart. 

Adjournment. 
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MORNING SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 9 o’CLOCK, APRIL 17TH. 

Convention opened with devotional exercises led by Mrs. C. 
W. Maggart, San Diego’; subject, “Pressing Forward.” The 
leader gave some helpful and beautiful remarks, taking as her 
Scripture reading Philippians iii. 

Paper—“ Systematic Giving,” Mrs. Zabriski, San José. 

Symposium—* The Thank Offering.” 1. What is it? 2. 
When make it ? 3. How raise it? 4. Where give it p—led by 
Mrs. Wm. Moller, Oakland, was exceptionally fine and well read. 


BUSINESS SESSION. 


Roll call. 

Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 

A collection was taken amounting to $5.45. 

The following reports of Convention Committees were received : 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


Your Auditing Committee report the Treasurer’s report correct. 
MRS. SUSAN E. B. MYERS, 
MISS M. A. FAULKE, 
MRS. MECKFESSEL. 


Committee on Letters, Papers and Reports. 

Your Committee on Papers report— 

I. On the Historian’s report. 

2. Resolutions concerning Dr. and Mrs. Hamma. 

3. Corresponding Secretary’s report. 

4. Treasurer’s report. 
MRS. L. E. ZABRISKI, 
MRS. J. EVERDING. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


Your Committee have examined carefully the President’s address, and 
would recommend that it be approved and printed in the minutes. We would 
call especial attention to the following points: 
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1, That we rejoice in the progress of the various auxiliaries, and especially 
he vigorous new Society in the German church of San Francisco. 

2. That we seek to be prompt in responding to the appeals for assistance 
given by the General Society for new churches. 

3. That, whenever practicable, we set apart the Sunday evening preceding 
Thanksgiving Day as a 7hank-offering day. 

4. That we continue to urge upon our ladies the taking and reading of our 
missionary literature. : 

5. That Mrs. Wm. Moller be and is hereby appointed a reporter from our 
Synodical Society to gather and furnish news for the Aféssionary Fournal. 
Again pledging our loyalty to our General and Synodical officers and Execu- 
tive Committee, we go forward to new duties in the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. C. W. MAGGART, 
Mrs. LILLY TRESSLER-CAMPBELL, 
Mrs. SAMPSON. 


Resolutions. 


1. Resolved, That we greatly appreciate the very encouraging and helpful 
remarks given by Dr. Hartman, Dr. Unangst, Dr. Burnett and Rev. Yarger. 

2. Resolved, That we appreciate the presence of Mrs. Burnett with us at 
this Convention, and rejoice that she has become a member of our Society. 

3. Resolved, That we tender our thanks to Mrs. Burnett for her kind assist- 
ance in rendering the music for this Convention. 

4. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be returned to Grace Eng- 
lish Lutheran Church for its hospitality; also to all those who have enter- 
tained our delegates, and to the press of San José. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. WM. MOLLER, 
Miss ROSE E. HICKETHIER, 
Miss KATE STUBER. 


Mrs. Burnett was enrolled as member of this Convention. 
Election of Officers. 


The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as fol- 
lows : 

President—Mrs. J. Everding, 2116 Mason st., San Francisco. 

First Vice-President—Mrs. Wm. Maller, Oakland. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs. J. E. Bushnell, Oakland. 

Third Vice-President—Mrs. Sampson, San José. 

Recording Secretary—Miss M. Love, 918 15th st., San Fran- 
cisco. 

Corresponding Secretary—Miss Kate Stuber, Sacramento. 

Treasurer—Mxs. Lilly Tressler-Campbell, 111 Colfax st., San 
Jose. 
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The President appointed the following Literature Committee : 
Mrs. L. E. Zabriski, San José; Mrs. Garrett, Los Angeles; Mrs. 
Ashley, Sacramento. : 

Secretary read greeting from Mrs. L. Waas, San Francisco,- 
German church. 

Mrs. G. G. Burnett was made our delegate to the General 
Convention, and Mrs. J. Everding, alternate. 

It was 

Resolved, That Society purchase remaining literature. 

Money collected from purchase of ‘literature during Conven- 
tion, $8.50. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered retiring officers. 

On motion, the expenses of- the President amounting to $4.00: 
were paid. ' 

A hearty invitation from Mrs. Moller to meet in Oakland next 
year, was accepted. 

Convention closed with Consecration Service conducted by 
the ex-President. 


FRIDAY EVENING. 


The anniversary service was held in the auditorium of the 
church, and was presided over by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

Address by Mrs. G. G. Burnett, San Francisco. 

“Home Missions,” by Mrs. J. Everding, San Francisco. 

An earnest address was given by Dr. A. 5. Hartman, Secretary 
of Board of Home Missions. 

On account of sickness, Mrs. C. W. Maggart was unable to 
render her paper on ‘‘ Two Great Needs.” 

The choir rendered excellent music. 

Services closed with benediction by Dr. Hartman. 

ROSE E. HICKETHIER, Secretary. 
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Synodical Calendar, 1897-1898. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rev. CHAS. F. OEHLER, 


1207 K St., Sacramento, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 


Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
708 E. Miner Ave., Stockton, Cal. 


TREASURER. 


Mr. JOHN EVERDING, 
2116 Mason St., San Francisco, Cal. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—Sacramento, Cal. (German church.) 


Time—April 2oth, 1898. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1897-1898, 


HOME MISSIONS. 


Rev. C. F. OEHLER, Rev. C. W. Maccart, 
Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Rev. C. F. OEHLER, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., 
Rev. WM. BRANDES. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 


Rev. J. E. BusHNett, D. D., Rev. J. W. Batt, 
Rev. A. JATHO. 


EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., Rev. J. E. BusHNELL, D. D., 
Rev. H. GEHRCKE. 


PROCEEDINGS 


SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Evangelical Lutheran: Church, 


HELD IN 


OAKLAND, CAL., July ist to 6th, 1897. 


Oaxktanp, Cat., THurspay, JULY 1, 1897, 8 P. M. 

On Thursday evening the Seventh Annual Convention of the 
Synod of California assembled in the First English Lutheran 
Church, Oakland, Cal., Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., pastor. After 
the liturgical service, conducted by the pastor Zocz, and assisted 
by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., and Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., 
the Secretary, Rev. O. H. Gruver, in the absence of the Presi- 
dent, Rev. V. G. A. Tressler in Europe, preached the Synodical 
sermon, from Ephesians iv. 25: ‘For we are members one of 
another.” After the sermon a happy address of hearty welcome 
to the delegates and visitors was made by Mr. Wm. Moller, of 
Oakland, and responded to ina pleasing manner by Mr. G. G. 
Burnett, of San Francisco. 
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FIRST SESSION. 


OAKLAND, CAL., FRIDAY, JULY 2, 1897, 9 A. M. 
After a half hour’s devotional service, conducted by Rev. G. 
H. Hillerman, of Riverside, the Synod formally convened by 
using the liturgical service and with prayer by the Secretary, the 
presiding officer. Rev. J. W. Ball was appointed Secretary fro 
tempore. The clerical roll was called, and lay delegates received 
and enrolled. 


Synodical Roll. 


cp] 
ae 
25 
ae CLERICAL MEMBERS. RESIDENCE. Lay DELEGATES. 
ie 
S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., a. e.|San Diego. 
1856|/E. Unangst, D. D......-.... Oakland. 
M. W. Hamma, D. D., a. e. .-| Washington, D. C. 
TS7 7 Ju. MOSCLs «+260 © sce -eoal> Santa Cruz. 
1879) W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D...... Sacramento........ Frank Meckfessel. 
1881} J. Schmierere =... «1. © Agere Monrovia. 
1882)J. E. Bushnell, D. D. .....--- Oakland! se <reste oe sieis Wm. Moller. 
18385/C. W. Maggart, ae. .-..----)San Diego. 
MSS 7 Ary UOp state rehets le einereste tee lente allan Glesiets slerateeiee Wm. E. F. Wehr. 
TESS Gosh Oehlererietrrtaae ssc crocs Sacramento........|Fred. Meckfessel. 
TSSO| NV Bran dese rete certerrreteteters Alameda) s!elec steele V. Frodden. 
1S8o)H. Nelander, Ph. De <5 2-1-1 San Francisco...... G. G. Burnett. 
F8G0) Weo Geiclet tre atieis clettohets oreo San Francisco. d 
TSOU| Vis GasAn Presslers sas eles sicsiaie Sameloseperrctesialen A. D. Campbell. 
TS92 ele Gebrelce\emumleriettels elereres San Francisco...... H. Heckmann. 
TS92(O Ee NGriaver<cranrs create ate ccsre Stockton. . 
TSOA1 Je Weal: sas f-for. fare enatteisy etree Los Angeles... 4... Wm. Bosbyshell. 
1S06|G. FL biillermanyiavr inc, siehe!siere Riverside. 
LSO7) Witte Sitabany Zz teenies cite Puget Sound, Wash. . 
-CG.PRoutzabniid. é5).5 - cier - ‘Arroyo Grande..... 
a. é. Absent and excused. o. Ordained. 2. Licensed. 


Advisory Members. 


On motion, the Rev. W. H. Shahan, of Puget Sound, was ad- 
mitted as advisory member. Also the Rev. John Thompson, 
D. D., Superintendent of the California Bible Society, and the 
Rev. H. M. McKnight, of the Ashbury M. E. Church (South), 
Oakland, were introduced to the Synod. 
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President’s Report. 


The report of the official acts of the President, Rev. V. G. A. 
Tressler, was read by the Secretary, and on receipt was referred 
to the proper committee. 


fathers and Brethren: It becomes my official duty at this recurring con- 
vention of the Synod of California to submit to you an annual statement of 
the progress and status of this work of the Church so far as it has come be- 
neath the cognizance of my delighted powers. 

I do this with devout recognition to the Great Head of the Church, whose 
we are and whom we serve. Hitherto the Lord hath brought us. His devo- 
tion to us during the twelve months past has been manifested in divers ways 
and by multiform mercies. For all such divine beneficence profound thank- 
fulness is manifestly meet on the part of pastors, people and churches. With 
the sense of gratitude for His goodness, humility in chastening and obedience 
to all His will, I refer you to the specific occurrences of the year. 


DEATHS. 

From the roll of our ministry there were stricken by death, since our last 
Synodical session, two of the Church’s most widely known and highly revered 
representatives : 

Rev. William Uhl, of Monrovia, on January 19, 1897. 

Rev. Augustus C. Wedekind, D. D., of San Diego, on April 8, 1897. 


RESIGNATIONS. 
Rey. J. S. Moser resigned Riverside, to take effect July 31, 1896. 
Rev. Wm. Brandes resigned Napa, to take effect Jan. 31, 1897. 
Rev. O. H. Gruver resigned San Francisco (First church), to take effect 
Nov. 30, 1896, but continued as supply till April 30, 1897. 


CALLS ACCEPTED. 

Rey. G. H. Hillerman accepted a call from the Executive Committee of the 
W. H. and F. M. Society to Riverside, and entered upon his duties Sept. 1, 1896. 

Rev. Wm. Brandes accepted a call from Christ German Lutheran church, 
Alameda, and began his work Jan. 31, 1897. 

Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., on Feb. 5th accepted the call extended him 
by the First English Lutheran church of San Francisco, and began labor May 
I, 1897. 

Rev. O. H. Gruver, in the middle of April, accepted an appointment from 
the Executive Committee of the W. H. and F. M. Society to Stockton, and 
entered upon his work June 1, 1897. 


ACCESSIONS, 


Rey. G. H. Hillerman, a licentiate of Wittenberg Synod, was admitted to 
California Synod by letter Aug. 30, 1896. 
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Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., by letter from Augustana Synod, General Council, 
on March 29, 1897. 
Rev. E. Unangst, D. D., by letter from“Alleghany Synod, on July 1, 1897. 


~ 


ORDINATION. 
On Sunday, April 19, 1896, by participation of the clergy, and according to 
the formula of the Church, Rev. Jesse W. Ball, of Los Angeles, was ordained 
to the office of the holy ministry. 


INSTALLATIONS, 


Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., was installed pastor of the First English Luth- 
eran church of Oakland on April 19, 1896. Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., 
addressed the pastor, and Mr. G. G. Burnett the people. 

Rev. J. W. Ball was installed pastor of the First English Lutheran church of 
Los Angeles on April 26, 1896, Revs. H. L. Yarger and C. W. Maggart 
officiating. 

Rev. Wm. Brandes was installed pastor of the German Lutheran Christ 
church, of Alameda, on Jan. 31, 1897, Revs. H. Gehrcke and J. E. Bushnell, 
D. D., officiating. 


DEDICATIONS. 


On December 1, 1896, the Trinity Lutheran congregation, of Riverside, 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman, pastor, began to worship in a neatly arranged chapel 
with suitable furnishings, thus giving better opportunities for work than pre- 
viously had, and greatly encouraging the devoted pastor in his trying work. 

On Sunday, April 11, 1897, the beautiful new house of worship of the Eng- 
lish Lutheran congregation, at Sacramento, Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, pastor, 
was solemnly set apart for sacred purposes. This church’s completion has 
been a triumph of faith, love and devotion upon the part of the indefatigable 
pastor and his loyal people. The church is modern in all its appointments, 
chaste and churchly in its general design, and excellently located, and best o 
all, paid for. Dr. Hoskinson deserves the thanks of the entire Church for the 
successful culmination of a most difficult field. - 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


I recommend to you that appropriate resolutions be presented to the Synod 
in recognition of the distinguished services and eminent Christian characters 
of our deceased brethren hereinbefore mentioned. 

By the request of the clerical representatives of the Synod, and in acquies- 
cence to the wishes of the several churches, your President ordered the post- 
ponement of the Synod from April 28 to July 1, 1897, believing the latter time 
would be conducive to the best interests of the Church. 

Upon recommendation and request of pastors, I have during the year visited 
the churches at Sacramento, Oakland, San Francisco, Alameda, Riverside and 
Los Angeles. San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara were also investigated 
with reference to their Lutheran material. I found the work, for the most 
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part, in a highly satisfactory state; and at new points material to be churched for 
the nucleus of future local missionary enterprises. Owing to our isolation from 
the Church in general, as well as the great distances separating our own local 
fields, which make it impossible to have much helpful aid from neighboring or 
visiting brethren of the ministry, 1 deem it exceedingly advisable that the 
President of the Synod be recommended to visit the parishes of Synod as 
much as is consistent with his own pastoral duties, and that the expenses for 
such work be paid from the synodical treasury, and that, if needful, the appor- 
tionment for this cause be slightly advanced. This synodical supervision is in 
line with advanced Lutheran work and growing consciousness of responsibility. 

I recommend that clerical and lay representatives be had by our Synod in 
the Tressler Orphans’ Home, according to the provisions made for Synods, 
until such a time as a Western home be founded. 

The establishment of conference districts would be mutually stimulative of 
Christian inspiration and denominational strength to such churches as could 
participate. I suggest that Synod take under advisement this desirability. 

I may not conclude this report without the mention, made in prayer and 
a spirit of absolute faith, of a Lutheran college for California. For the per- 
manence of our evangelical faith it is imperative. JI ask the prayer of Synod 
that God will open the way to-this imperial need of our great future work on 
the Pacific. 

Brethren, I thank you for your courtesy, consideration and faithful co-opera- 
tive toil with me. To my best ability I have performed the work you 
entrusted to my care a year ago. My heart has rejoiced in your successes, and 
my prayers have been constant towards you all. Let us now with utter and 
implicit devotion to Him who is the Head of the Church and the Founder of 
our faith, go forward in the conquest of the Cross. 

Respectfully submitted, V..G. A. TRESSLER. 


Election of Officers. 


The election of officers being next in order, the President fro 
tempore appointed Rev. G. H. Hillerman, Mr. A. D. Campbell 
and Mr. W. E. F. Wehr as tellers. The following were elected to 
the offices of Synod : 

President—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

Secretary—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

Treasurer—Mtz. John Everding. 


The new officers at once took their places. 
Treasurer’s Report. 


The Treasurer now read his report, which, on motion, was re- 
ferred to the Auditing Committee. 
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On motion, the Synod took a recess till the President could 
arrange his committees. 

After calling Synod to order, the President appointed the fol- 
lowing committees : 


List of Committees. 

No. 1. President’s Report—Revs. J. S. Moser and J. W. Ball. 

No. 2. Letters and Papers—Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., and 
Mr. Frank Meckfessel. 
No. 3. Apportionment—Rev. J. W. Ball and Mr. A. D. Camp- 
bell. 
No. 4. Absentees and Excuses—Rev. O. H. Gruver and Mr. 
W. E. F. Wehr. 
No. 5. Auditing Treasurer's Report—Messrs. Wm. Moller and 
H. Heckmann. 
No. 6. Parochial Reports—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., and 
Messrs. G. G. Burnett and Fred. Meckfessel. 
No. 7. Resolutions and Temperance—Revs. E. Nelander, 
Ph. D., J. W. Ball and A. Jatho. 
No. 8. General Synod—Messrs. G. G. Burnett and Wm. 
Bosbyshell. 
No. 9. Religious Services—Revs. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., C. F. 
Oehler and O. H. Gruver. 
No. 10. Excess and Deficit—Revs. H. Gehrcke and G. H. 
Hillerman. 

No. 11. Sunday-schools and Young People’s Societtes—Rev. 
G. H. Hillerman and Mr. A. D. Campbell. 

No. 12. State of the Church—Revs. W.S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., 
E. Unangst, D. D., and Mr. Wm. Bosbyshelli. 

No. 13. Systematic Beneficence—Revs. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., 
and J. Schmierer. 

No. 14. Minutes of Last Synod—Revs. E. Unangst, D. D., and 
O. H. Gruver. 

No. 15. Overtures from Oakland and Alameda German Con- 
gregations—Rev. J. S. Moser and Mr. J. Everding. 


Parochial Reports. 


The parochial reports of the various congregations were now 
read and handed to the proper committee. (See pages 32 and 33.) 
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On motion, the Synod adjourned to meet at 1 : 30 p.m. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY, I : 30 P. M. 


The Synod was called to order by the President, after which 
Rev. Wm. Brandes offered prayer. 


Roll was called. 


Reading of Minutes was postponed till next session. 


Report of Committee No. 97—On Religious Services. 


Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., read this report, as follows : 


Your Committee report the following appointments for Sunday: 

First English Lutheran church, Oakland: 

1o a.m. Sunday-school; addresses by Revs. G. H. Hillerman, O. H. 
Gruver, and others. 

Ir a.m. Holy Communion; sermon by Rev. Dr. Hoskinson, to be followed 
by an ordination service conducted by the President of Synod. 

4:30 p.m. Swedish service conducted by Rev. Dr. Nelander. 

6:30 p.m. Christian Endeavor service led by Rev. Dr. Hoskinson; ad- 
dresses by visitors. 

7:30 p.m. Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary service conducted by 
the officers of the Convention; addresses by Mrs. and Mr. G. G. Burnett and 
Rev. Dr. Rhodes, of St. Louis, Mo. 

First English Lutheran church, San Francisco: 

Ira.m. Rev. J. W. Ball. 

Christ German Lutheran church, Alameda: 

Ila.m. Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

7:30 p.m. Address, Rev. W. H. Shahan. 

Ashbury M. E. Church, South: 

Ira.m. Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

7:30p.m. Rev. G. H. Hillerman, 


Respectfully submitted, J. E. BUSHNELL, Chairmen. 
Adopted. ’ 
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Report of Committee No. 1—On President’s Report. ; 
Rev. J. S. Moser read this report, as follows : 


Your Committee respectfully report : 

(1) In regard to the deaths during the year of Rev. Wm. Uhl and Rev. A. 
C. Wedekind, D. D., we recommend that a committee be appointed to draft 
suitable memorials to be printed in the pages of the Minutes of this session of 
Synod. 

(2) In regard to visitation of the churches by the President of Synod, we 
recommend that an annual visit of the President to each of the churches of 
Synod be authorized, expenses to be paid from the Synod treasury. 

(3) With reference to the remaining recommendations of the President’s 
report, the division of Synod into conferences has already been authorized by 
Synod. 

(4) As to the establishment of a Lutheran college on the coast, we deem it 
inexpedient at this time. 

(5) While we regret the absence of the retiring President, we hope that his 
visit to Europe will prove pleasant and profitable, and a safe return assured to 
him by the guiding hand of a kind Providence. 

Respectfully submitted, J. S. MOSER, 
‘J. W. BALL. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee No. 5__On Auditing Treasurer’s Report. 
The Chairman presented the following report : 


Your Committee have examined the Treasurer’s accounts and find them cor- 


rect as per his report. 
Respectfully submitted, WM. MOLLER, 
H. HECKMANN. 


Adopted. 

The committee further recommended that $5.10 be paid the 
Treasurer for expenses incurred. 

Adopted. 

At this juncture the Rev. John Thompson, D. D., Superintend- 
ent of the California Bible Society, was presented, and he ad- 
dressed the Synod concerning the American Bible Society’s work. 

On motion, the Synod adjourned to meet in Ministerium ses- 
sion, after accepting the invitation to attend the Missionary Con- 
vention. 

On motion, the hours for the sessions of Synod were fixed at : 

Morning session, 9 to 12. 

Afternoon session, I : 30 to 4: 30. 

Evening service, 8 o’clock. 

Synod now adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. S. Moser. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 


Fripay, 8 P. M. 
The liturgical service being conducted by Rev. J. E. Bushnell, 
D. D., assisted by Revs. G. H. Hillerman and J. W. Ball, Rev. C. 
F. Oehler, the President of Synod, preached a sermon from the 
text Romans i. 17: “The just shall live by faith.” 


THIRD SESSION. 


OAKLAND, CAL., SATURDAY, JULY 3, 1897, 9 A. M. 

The devotional services being conducted by Rev. J. S. Moser, 
Synod convened with prayer by Rev. A. Jatho. Roll was called, 
and the minutes read and approved. 

The President appointed the following brethren to report for 
the papers: 

Observer—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D. 

World—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

Lvangelist—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Visitor —Rev. J. S. Moser. 

Missionary Fournal—Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D. 

Kirchenfreuud—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

And to local papers, the Secretary, and Revs. Moser, Shahan 
and Ball. 

Report of Committee No. 6—On Parochial Reports. 


Rev. W. S. Hoskinson presented this report, as follows: 


Your Committee on Parochial Reports have finished the work assigned to 


them. (See pages 32 and 33.) 
W. S. HOSKINSON, 


G. G. BURNETT, 
FRED. MECKFESSEL. 
Adopted. 
Mr. G. G. Burnett now read a telegram from Dr. M. W. 
Hamma, the President of the General Synod. 
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Mr. Burnett also reported verbally concerning the recent meet- 
ing of the General Synod. Written report to follow. 

On motion, a committee of seven was appointed to draft suit- 
able resolutions looking toward the union of the English-speaking 
Lutherans into one body, and endorsing such action as has 
already been taken in this direction by the general bodies or 
otherwise. 

The following committee was named: Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Sc. D., J. E. Bushnell, D. D., E. Nelander, Ph. D., J. S. Moser, 

_C. F. Oehler, Mr. G. G. Burnett and Mr. Wm. Moller. 

The President then spoke of the Deaconess work, and urged the 
employment of these loyal workers by our pastors. 

On motion, Synod adjourned to meet in Preparatory Service. 

Dr. E. Unangst led in prayer. 


PREPARATORY SERVICE. 


SATURDAY, II A. M. 
The President of Synod conducted the Preparatory Service. 
Psalm li. was read, and a short sermon from Matt. xxviii. 20, 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world,” was 
delivered. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, I : 30 P. M. 
The Synod was called to order by the President. 
Prayer was offered by Mr. G. G. Burnett. 
The minutes were read and approved. 


Report of Committee No. 2_On Letters and Papers. 


This Committee reported as follows : 


Your Committee herewith submit the following letters from Rey. V. G. A. 
Tressler and Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., and recommend that they be read, 

We regret the absence of our former President, and trust that he may have 
a safe return from his European trip. It is a matter of special disappoint- 
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ment that the official representatives of our Mission Boards and of the Board 
of Church Extension’ were unable to attend Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, J. E. BUSHNELL, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


Adopted. 

Union of Lutheran Bodies. 

Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., Chairman of this Committee, 
read the following report : 

WHEREAS, We are a Synod composed of members formerly of various 
bodies of our Lutheran Church, with churches of many nationalities, and find 
our relations and workings most pleasant and amicable: 

1. Resolved, That it is with great satisfaction we learn from our represen- 
tatives to the recent General Synod of the signs of affiliation and approaching 
union between the various bodies of our beloved Zion; and, . 

2. Resolved, That we shall earnestly pray God that these overtures may con- 
tinue, and that every reasonable effort may be put forth for a speedy and com- 
plete union; and, 

3. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent-to the Presidents of 
these General and various District Synods. 

Signed, W. S. HOSKINSON, of General Synod, 
J. E. BUSHNELL, of United Synod, 
CHAS. F. OEHLER, of Wartburg Synod, 
E. NELANDER, of Augustana Synod, 
J. S. MOSER, of United Synod, 
G. G. BURNETT, of General Synod, 
WM. MOLLER, of General Council. 

Adopted. unanimously. 

On motion, the Secretary was authorized to have the above re- 
solutions printed, bill to be presented to the Treasurer for pay- 
ment not exceeaing $5.00. 

Mr. Wm. Moller now presented the following telegram which 
was ordered to be sent to Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., as the ex- 
pression of Synod: “ Hearty congratulations as President. Push 
consolidation of Synods.”’ 


Report of Committee No. 14—On Minutes of Last Synod. 


Rev. E. Unangst, D. D., presented this report, as follows: 

Your Committee on the Minutes of Last Meeting of Synod respectfully re- 
port as follows: j 

1, The report of the Minutes is well executed, and printed in clear, beauti- 
ful type. 

2. On page 15 of the report is a resolution (3) to the effect that every 
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pastor of every church shall once during the synodical year preach on the 
call to the ministry.” as this been done ? 1 

3. On page 20 we note it was “ resolved to invite the German pastors of the 
churches not in connection with this Synod to seek to have their churches 
adopt.the constitution of our Synod.” Has this been done ? 

4. We also notice that a sentiment on temperance was to be “ utilized in 
the providence of God to sweep the monster demon alcoholism from our de- 
lightsome land.” Has this been done ? 

5. Under Ministerium we note that the Examination Committee was to have 
a meeting with Rev. Leo Geick and report results to the next meeting of 
Synod. Is this being done ? 

Respectfully submitted, E. UNANGST, 
O. H. GRUVER. 


On motion, this report was considered seriatim. 
Item r. Adopted. 

Item 2. In part. 

Item 3. Yes. 

Item 4. An effort has been made. 

Item 5. Yes. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee No. 11__On Sunday-schools and Young People’s 
Societies. 


The Committee reported as follows : 


Your Committee submit the following on Sunday-schools and Young Peo- 
ple’s Societies : 

The hope of the future lies in the young of to-day. This fact is true in 
affairs of the Church as well as in the State. Therefore, it is most important 
that the foundation of character be rightly and well laid. It is in our Sunday- 
schools and Young People’s Societies that much of this foundation work is 
being done. 

It is consequently gratifying to learn that for the past year there has been a 
general increase in the interest and attendance on these auxiliaries of the 
Church, over the reports of the preceding years. 

From the report of the Committee of the State of the Church, we learn 
that there are nearly twice as many girls as boys, in our Sunday-schools. 
There must be a reason for this state of affairs, and a remedy for the same, 
and your Committee would respectfully submit the following reasons for this 
unequal division of scholars: The indifference on the part of professed Chris- 
tian parents; poor preparation on the part of the Sunday-school teachers for 
the teaching of the lessons; and as a result, an uninteresting lesson hour, so 
the boys find other places more attractive; lack of real interest by the super- 
intendent and officers in the advancement and conducting. of the Sunday- 


school. 
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And we would also suggest the following remedies: 

The pastors should impress more strongly on the parents their responsibility 
before God for the religious training of their children. 

The organization and faithful carrying forward of a Sunday-school Teachers’ 
Notmal Class, to which all the teachers shall belong. 

The superintendents, teachers and officers, should cultivate a more hearty 
and friendly interest in their scholars, visiting them frequently, studying their 
dispositions carefully, etc. They should also keep themselves informed as to 
the best methods for conducting a Sunday-school, and be ready to use them 
as far as possible. 

We would also heartily commend to our Sunday-schools the work of the 
American Bible Society. Their effort to place a Bible in the hands of each 
Sunday-school scholar should receive our heartiest sanction and co-operation. 
In this day of questioning the truth of God’s Word, we should place ourselves 
on record as standing firmly on the authenticity of the edire Scriptures, and 
we should teach our children to hold a firm faith in Holy Writ as the inspired 
Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. We would em- 
phasize the need of teaching our young people a more thorough and general 
knowledge of this Word of Truth. 

We would also heartily commend to our Sunday-schools the home depart- 
ment work, as a means cof increasing interest in the Sunday-school and building 
up the spiritual life of those who cannot attend our schools. Most of our 
churches have young people’s societies of some name or other. No church is 
accomplishing its best work that neglects to organize a Young People’s So- 
ciety. We would recommend to every church in which there is no Young 
People’s Society, that an immediate organization be effected. 

We regret, however, to report that we find among some of the Young 
People’s Societies, a disposition to place the Society and its work ahead of the 
work of the Church. And this is especially lamentable when our young peo- 
ple throw themselves into work for their Societies that aids other denomina- 
tions to the detriment of their own Church. Our young people must be 
brought to see that their first duty in church matters is to their own denomi- 
nation and local church. 

We would also recommend that at an early date a State organization of our 
young Lutherans of California, of whatever Synodical connection, be entered 
upon. This would mark one step farther in the direction of the long-hoped- 
for day of one undivided Lutheran Church. 

Respectfully submitted, GEO. H. HILLERMAN, 
A. D. CAMPBELL. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee No. 15_On Overtures from Oakland and Alameda 
German Congregations. 


Your Committee on Overtures from the German Lutheran churches of Oak- 
land and Alameda, asking financial aid, submit this report ; 
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Your Committee having carefully considered the same in connection with 
the present financial condition of our Boards of Home Mission and Church 
Extension, would recommend, that these overtures be referred to the Boards 
of Church Extension and Home Missions, for their favorable consideration 
and action. 

Respectfully submitted. J. S. MOSER, 
J. EVERDING. 


Adopted, and Secretary ordered to forward same to the Boards 
of Church Extension and Home Missions. 


Oakland Exposition. 


Mr. P. M. Fisher at this time presented the Synod compliment- 
ary tickets of admission into the Oakland Exposition, in behalf 
of the management. 

Synod voted a return of thanks to the Secretary of the Exposi- 
tion for his kindness. 

Thanks were also tendered to Mr. Fisher for his interest. 


Report of Committee No. 12On State of the Church. 
Rey. E. Unangst, D. D., read this report as follows : 


Your Committee report on the state of the Church as follows: 

Eleven reports were handed to the Committee: 

1. So far as figures go we have in these reports: male members, 400; female 
members, 746. There is a gain in membership over last report. 

2. In the Sunday-schoo! department there are 11 schools reported, with 1462 
scholars enrolled, with an average attendance of 941. 185 church members 
are working in these Sunday-schools. 

3. Church attendance is reported to be: Morning attendance about 63 per 
cent.; Evening attendance about 34 per cent.; Prayer-meeting attendance 
about 13 per cent. Family worship has received attention. 

4. In the eleven reports handed in we notice a gain all along the line, es- 
pecially in the Sunday-school department, which is a very hopeful and en- 
couraging feature in our church work. 

So far then as we have the facts, we are thankful to report good progress in 
the work for the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
E. UNANGST. 


Adopted. 
Report of Committee No. 3On Apportionment. 
Rev. J. W. Ball presented this report as follows: 


Your Committee on Apportionment report the following: 
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Place of Next Meeting. 


On motion, it was decided to receive invitations for place of 
next meeting. Three invitations were presented: German 
church of Sacramento, English church of Sacramento, English 
church of Los Angeles. On ballot the German Lutheran church 
of Sacramento, Rev. C. F. Oehler, pastor, was selected, and the 
time of meeting on Wednesday evening, April 20, 1808. 

On motion, Synod adjourned for business ti) Tuesday at 9 a. m. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. O. H. Gruver. 


EVENING SERVICE. 


SATURDAY, 8 P. M. 
This service was held in St. Markus’ Lutheran church, Rev. A. 
Jatho, pastor. The President, Rev. C. F. Oehler, presided. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Wm. Brandes. 
Brief addresses were made by the other brethren of Synod. 


SUNDAY SERVICES. 


At 11a. m. the Holy Communion was held. 

Sermon was preached by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., and 
the ordination of Rev. G. H. Hillerman followed, in which the 
officers of Synod were assisted by all the ministers present. 

At 8 p.m. the services were conducted by the officers of the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary convention. 
Addresses were made by Mrs. and Mr. G. G. Burnett and Rev. 
M. Rhodes, D. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 
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FIFTH SESSION. 


a 


OAKLAND, CAL., JULY 6, 1897, TUESDAY, 9 A. M. 
After a half hour’s devotional service led by Rev. O. H. Gruver, 
the President called Synod to order. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. E. Unangst, D. D. 
Roll was called, and the minutes read and approved. 


Report of Committee No. 1o—On Excess and Deficit. 


Your Committee on Excess and Deficit having finished their work present 
their report. (See page 31.) H. GEHRCKE, 
G. H. HILLERMAN. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee No. 8—On General Synod. 


Mr. G. G. Burnett read the report of the recent General Synod, 
as follows : 


Dear Brethren—Greeting: As by your kind consideration and suffrage, 
the undersigned were elected delegates to the late General Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of the United States, which convened at Mansfield, 
Ohio, June 9-17, 1897, they beg to report as follows: 

There was an unusually full attendance of delegates from the earliest be- 
ginning to the end of the convention. The Synod was opened Wednesday 
evening the gth, with a most able and appropriate sermon by the retiring 
President, the Rev. H. L. Baugher, D. D. 

It is a matter of no small honor to the California Synod that the chairman 
of its delegation, the Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., was elected President on 
the first ballot, by the largest vote ever thus cast for a President of the Gen- 
eral Synod. 

The reports of the operations of the various Boards, as presented in their 
order, were exceedingly interesting, and despite the hard times, in most cases 
show an increase of contributions. 

However, the Home and Foreign Missionary Boards reported debts respec- 
tively of $10,000.00 and $7,000.00 each. Of the $10,000.00, one-half or more 
was raised on the floor of the Synod, with provision to secure the remainder 
by private effort, while the Foreign Board obtained donations for about one- 
half of its debt at the same time. 

Upon the whole, the benevolent operations of the Church, considering the 
stringency of the times, make a good showing, but funds are lacking to make 
* any enlargement of the work at present. 

The most interesting and significant events of the convention were the re- 
ception of the visiting delegates coming for the first time from the General 
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Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of North America, and from the 
United Norwegian Lutheran Church of the North. This was the happy re- 
sult of the movement begun by your delegates at the General Synod four 
years ago, looking to a closer union of the various separate bodies of the 
Lutheran Church in this country. Thus fraternal relations and co-operation 
have been established between the three general bodies having the largest 
English membership in the United States. 

An act of practical confederation has been passed between them, which, 
when fully ratified, will bind together in sacred confederation nearly, if not 
quite, one-half of all the Lutherans in this country. Such a magnificent 
achievement begins a new and glorious era in the history of the Lutheran 
Church in the United States. 

The utmost harmony characterized the sessions of the Synod throughout, 
and it is doubtful whether ever such absorbing interest and enthusiasm pre- 
vailed during any convention in its history. Your delegates, Dr. G. G. 
Burnett and Wm. Bosbyshell, will probably be present with you, and can make 
further report of this remarkable convention. Thanking you for your kindness, 
this report is respectfully submitted, M. W. HAMMA, 

G. G. BURNETT. 


Received and adopted. 


- Reports from New Missions. 


Reports of the progress and opportunities of the few latest mis- 
sion stations of the Synod were called for by the Synod. 

Rey. G. H. Hillerman spoke in behalf of Riverside, bringing to 
light the obstacles in the way of progress there, and also showing 
how faithfully he had labored. 

The following resolution relating to Riverside was then pre- 
sented and unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the California Synod that the Riverside 
mission be discontinued, and that we suggest to the Executive Committee of 
the W. H. and F. M. Society to take steps towards the occupancy of Los 
Angeles or some other point where a field seems open and ready, and that 
Bro. Hillerman be transferred to such point. 

Rev. O. H. Gruver afterwards spoke of the work begun in 
Stockton and its possibilities. 

The following resolution was then presented and adopted 
unanimously : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the California Synod be extended to the W. 


H. and F. M. Society for commissioning our brother, Rev. O. H. Gruver, to 
Stockton; we consider it‘one of the important fields of our State. 
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Rev. H. Gehrcke also spoke of the German work in San Fran- 
cisco, and Rev. Wm. Brandes of the German work in Alameda. 

Rev. M. Rhodes, D. D., being present was introduced to the 
Synod and admitted as an advisory member. 


Report of Committee No. 13—On Systematic Beneficence. 
Rey. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., read the report, as follows: 


Systematic Beneficence. 


Your Committee on Systematic Beneficence observes with great pleasure 
that our people have a growing disposition to meet faithfully their regular ap- 
portiouments, and to support their local congregations in all current expenses. 

We believe that the scriptural provisions for systematic and proportionate 
giving to the support and spread of the gospel should be uniformly recognized 
as an obligation unto the Lord, since this is the most effectual way to honor 
the Lord with the first fruits of all our increase. 

In congregational work, each one, upon the first day of the week,-as a mat- 
ter of worship, should lay by in store as God hath prospered us. Let us not 
take up that we have not laid down, nor attempt to reap where we have not 
sown the seed of proper instruction. 

In all financial affairs we should first give our full and practical attention to 
whatever our Synods and congregations have officially approved, using wisely 
our stewardship in its lawful place until the Lord gives us the fruits of our 
labors. As our delegate to the General Synod so earnestly asserted upon the 
floor at Mansfield, to the credit of our Synod and the churches generally, the 
laymen are willing to give even more liberally for every obligation where such 
claims are properly explained to them. 

By a careful estimate of the average contributions of our people in this 
state, where new church buildings are being erected and new missions are 
being established annually, we find that the total returns are more than double 
the common average over the country, because special gifts and offerings so 
largely increase our regular subscriptions. 

Our members, however, need to be carefully and patiently trained in the 
observance of systematic beneficence for the attainment of the most permanent 
results in the development of the spirit of self-support for new congregations. 

The unscriptural and worldly schemes which have so seriously injured 
others do not find much encouragement among us, and we especially recom- 
mend that our churches continue to follow faithfully those scriptural methods 
which have always secured the best financial returns and have met with official 
approbation, so as to discourage all irregular efforts to raise money for the 
Lord’s cause, which have a secular spirit and tendency and are without a 
clear scriptural warrant. While we should always be wise and proceed ac- 
cording to the most effective business methods in our financial affairs, we do 
well to be on our guard against anything which tends to transform the house 
of God into a place for merchandise and social amusement. 
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Our devoted people deserve due commendation for their self-sacrifice and 
Christian consecration, and the generous assistance which has been given to 
this great missionary field by Eastern Lutherans is a needed inspiration. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. BUSHNELL, 
JOHN SCHMIERER. 


On the invitation of the President, Dr. Rhodes addressed 
Synod on this subject. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee No. 7—On Resolutions and Temperance 


Rev. Dr. Nelander presented this report, as follows : 


Your Committee beg leave to offer the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That we have learned with sorrow of the death of our brethren, 
Rev. A. C. Wedekind, D. D., and Rev. William Ub], who have filled such im- 
portant parts in the history of our Church, and that while we rejoice in their 
distinguished services, so long continued, we deeply sympathize with the sor- 
rowing families and friends in their bereavements. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to prepare and insert in the 
Minutes brief biographies of these deceased brethren. 

Resolved, That it is with pleasure we note the increased prosperity of our 
mission in India notwithstanding the discouragements of plague and famine, 
and that we earnestly commend our Foreign Missions to the hearts of our 
people. 

Resolved, That we put on record our heartfelt appreciation of the courtesy 
and royal hospitality of the pastor and people of the Oakland church. 

Resolved, Vhat our hearty thanks are hereby conveyed to those who have so 
faithfully reported the proceedings of the Synod. 

Resolved, That it is with much pleasure we hear of the work done by the 
last convention of the General Synod through our delegate to the same. 

Resolved, That it is with pride and gratitude we note the honor accorded to 
Dr. Hamma of our own delegation in his election to the presidency. 

Resolved, That as a Church we deem it our duty to put forth every wise 
effort to further the cause of Temperance, especially in the work of instructing 
and fortifying the young under our care. 

Resolved, That we recognize in our Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society a most commendable agency for good, and that we lend every encour- 
agement to these “women who labor with us in the gospel.” 


Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
J. W. BALL, 


A. JATHO. 
On motion, this report was considered serviatim. 
This pending, Synod adjourned to meet at 2 p. m. 
Dr. Rhodes led in prayer. 
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SIXTH SESSION. 


TUESDAY, 2:00 P. M. 

Synod was called to order by the President. 

Rev. J. W. Ball led in prayer. 

Minutes were read and approved. 

The report on Resolutions and Temperance pending, it was 
taken up and considered. 

Item 1. Adopted with a rising vote and prayer by Dr. Bushnell. 

Item 2. Adopted. 

Item 3. Adopted. 

Item 4. Adopted with a rising vote. 

Item 5. Adopted. 

Item 6. Adopted. 

Item 7. Adopted. 

Item 8. Adopted. 

Item 9. Adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee No. 4 On Absentees and Excuses. 

Rev. O. H. Gruver read this report, as follows : 

Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses beg leave to present the follow- 
ing report: 

All the ministers of Synod except five are present. Several congregations 
sent no delegates. One congregation is vacant. Letters have come to us 
from Revs. Dr. Sprecher, C. W. Maggart, V. G. A. Tressler, L. C. Routzahn 
and Dr. Hamma. We recommend that these be excused. We recommend 
also that the following lay delegates who were present be excused before the 

- Synod adjourns: Mr. A. D. Campbell, Frank Meckfessel and Fred. Meckfessel. 
Respectfully submitted, O. H. GRUVER, 
WM. E. F. WEHR. 

Adopted. 

On motion, the Treasurer was authorized to pay Rey. V. G. A. 
Tressler $16.00 for traveling expenses incurred in the interests of 
the Synod as President. 

On motion, the Treasurer was authorized to pay $5.00 to the 
First English Lutheran Church of Oakland, for expenses in- 
curred. 


On motion, Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., was appointed fraternal 
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delegate from the Synod of California to the California Confer- 
ence of the Augustana Synod. 

On motion, the German Evangelical Lutheran Christ Church, 
Rev. Wm. Brandes, pastor, was received into Synod in regular 
connection. 

Deaconess Work. 

A communication from ‘the California Synodical Convention of 
the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society being pre- 
sented and read, the following action was taken : 

In answer to the communication from the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Convention of this Synod, relative to the establishment of an Or- 
phanage and Deaconess Home on this coast, 

Resolved, That in our judgment, the time has not yet arrived for the inau- 
guration of such a work by this Synod; but, 

Resolved, That the officers of Synod be constituted a committee to secure 
the services of a Deaconess for our work, if found practicable. 


On motion, 500 copies of these minutes were ordered to be 
printed by the Lutheran Publication Society. 

On motion, a synopsis of the minutes of the Woman’s Home. 
and Foreign Missionary Convention was to be added to these 
minutes. 

On motion, Synod adjourned to meet in the German Lutheran 
Church of Sacramento, Rev. C. F. Oehler, pastor, on Wednesday 
evening, April 20, 1898. 

Minutes were read and approved. 

Prayer was offered by the President, Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

OSCAR H. GRUVER, Secretary. 


In Memoriam. 


Rev. WILLIAM UHL was born October 28th, 1819, at Wellersburg, Penna. 
He spent his boyhood and youth in Somerset County, Penna., where he came 
under that influence of Rev. Jesse Winecoff which shaped his entire life. 
In the fall of 1842, he entered Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg, Penna., 
and pursuing but a partial course, he graduated from the Seminary at the 
same place in the spring of 1845. His first pastorate was at Lyking, Clarion 
County, Penna.; thence he labored in Somerset County, Penna., and in 1852 
moved to Illinois, where, during thirty-seven years, he preached at Peru, 
Princeton, Dixon, Sterling, Nelson, Elkhorn, Franklin, Ashton and Forreston, 
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and built churches at many of these places. In 1888, he removed to Mon- 
rovia, Cal., where in 1890 he made his last effort at establishing a church of 
his love. Later he became a member of the congregation at Los Angeles, 
and remained such until his death, on January 19th}1897. In 1891, he was 
one of the founders of California Synod. 

Rey. Uhl was a man of intense activity, a good organizer and an indefati- 
gable worker. “He was a strong man every way. The indomitable power of 
his will enabled him to surmount difficulties before which ordinary men would 
surrender. He was aman of strong convictions, and unyielding in what he 
believed to be right. He loved with a heart of intense devotion. His piety 
and his devotion to bis Church were always practical, rather than merely 
sentimental. To him, love to God and friends and Church meant work, 
loyalty and sacrifice.” OSELAG: 

Aucustus C. WEDEKIND, D. D., was born June 16, 1824, in Friedrichs-Ruh, 
Hanover, Germany. He came to America when but a child with his parents, 
and resided in York, Pa. In 1841, he entered the preparatory department of 
Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg, Pa. In 1848, he was ordained to the 
gospel ministry.. His first pastorate was at Fayetteville, Pa., and he afterwards 
served churches successively at Lebanon, Pa., Lancaster, Pa., St. James’, New 
York City, and St. John’s, New York City. His health having failed, he came 
to California in January, 1891, where he purchased a home at National City, 
four or five miles from San Diego. He connected himself with the San Diego 
congregation, and on July 30, 1893, assisted the pastor in the laying of the 
corner-stone. He was also one of the organizers of the Synod of California, 
and remained an honored member of that body until his death April 8, 1897. 
His body was taken to Lebanon, Pa., for burial. 

Dr. Wedekind held many positions of trust and honor in his beloved 
Church. He was often president of Synods, and delegate to the General 
Synod. From 1856 till his death he was trustee of Pennsylvania College at 
Gettysburg, Pa. In 1867, the college honored him with the degree of D. D. 
For several years he was one of the editors of The Christian at Work, and 
was a constant contributor to the Lutheran Quarterly and to the Church 
papers. As a preacher he was forcible and earnest, speaking with equal 
fluency in his native tongue—German—or in English. As a pastor he was 
untiring and sympathetic. He was always interested in every branch of 
Church work. 0: BG 


MINISTERIUM. 


; FIRST SESSION. 


OAKLAND, CAL., JULY 2, 1897, FRIDAY, 4:30 P. M. 

The Ministerium was called to order by the President. 

Rev. J. W. Ball led in prayer. 

On motion, the Committee on Examination for the Ministry 
were instructed in the matter of the application of Rev. G. H. 
Hillerman, and directed to report at the next session. 

Adjourned with the Lord’s prayer. 


SECOND SESSION. 


OAKLAND, CAL., JULY 3, 1897, SATURDAY, 4:30 P. M. 
After the call to Bader and prayer by Rev. J. W. Ball, the 
minutes were read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Examination for the Ministry. 


Rev. Dr. Hoskinson read the report as follows : 


Your Examining Committee have had before them Rev. George H. Hiller- 
man, of Riverside, Cal., have examined his fitness for the ministry, sermons 
and ministerial acts, and recommend him for ordination at this meeting of 


Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 


J. E. BUSHNELL. 
Adopted. 
And the following : 


Your Committee on Examination have had before them Mr. W. H. Shahan, 


(29 ) 


30 SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


.and would recommend that the President of Synod be authorized to give him 


‘ad interim license. 
Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
J. E. BUSHNELL, 


Adopted. 

On motion, the name of Rev. Leo Geick was to be placed on 
the roll of Synod at the discretion of the President and Secretary, 
if after an examination they deemed it proper. 

His name was enrolled. : 

By common consent, Rev. Dr. Hoskinson was appointed to 
make the ordination address. : 

On motion, Ministerium adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. E. 
Bushnell, D. D. 


THIRD SESSION. 


OakLAND, Cat., JULY 6, 1897, TUESDAY, 3:45 P. M. 
Called to order with prayer by Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 
Minutes were read and approved. 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. H. Gehrcke. 


OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
Secretary. 
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DIRECTORY, 1897-98. 


PRESIDENT. ; 
Mrs. J. EVERDING. 2116 Mason street, San Francisco. 


FIRST VICE PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. WM. MOLLER, 476 Prospect avenue, Oakland, 


SECOND VICE PRESIDENT. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


©F THE 


W. H. & F. M. Synodical Society 


CALIFORNIA, 


HELD AT 


OAKLAND, CAL, July 2, 1897. 


The first session met in the parlors of the First English Luth- 
eran Church, on Friday afternoon, at 2 o’clock, and opened with 
devotional exercises, conducted by the President, Mrs. J. Ever- 
ding, of San Francisco, and consisted of the singing of Hymn 457, 
Book of Worship ; responsive scripture reading led by Mrs. J. E. 
Bushnell, of Oakland; the singing of the Gloria Patri, and an 
offering of prayer by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, of Oakland. 

Credentials of delegates were then received and their names 
enrolled. é 

Sacramento—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, Mrs. Meckfessel (English 

church). 
Miss K: Stuber, Mrs. F. Meckfessel, Mrs. Ser~ 
moneb (German church). 

Los Angeles—Miss L. B. Miller. 

Miss F. Ball. 

Oakland—Mrs. Walling. 

Mrs. Reif. 
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San José-—Mrs. 1.. Dennis. 
Mrs. A. B. Row. 

San Francisco—Mrs. L. F. Rowell (English church). 

Mrs. Mauch, Miss Faulke (German church). 

No delegates from San Diego or Riverside. 

The President, Mrs. J. Everding, then declared the Convention 
formally organized. 

Rules of order were read from the chair, after which a most 
cordial welcome was extended the Convention by Mrs. Wm. 
Moller, of Oakland. 

Response prepared by Miss L. Miller, of Los Angeles, was read 
by Miss F. Ball. 

Accoruing to the program, the address of the President, Mrs. 
J. Everding, followed : 


President’s Address. 


Dear Sisters - Again we are assembled in a Synodical convention. A year 
has flown on swift wings since last we met. A year of joys and sorrows, of 
opportunities and deeds for Christ and His kingdom. The present hes at our 
hand, the future before us, We-are here to plan for it. It has been a year of 
financial and political disturbance; and these two things have very much hin- 
dered our work, as during this state of affairs it has seemed hard to make the 
progress we desired. This has been quite discouraging to our foreign mission- 
aries, as the funds were so much curtailed that the projected improvements in 
the field had to be given up. We confidently look forward to a better year in 
this respect, and hope and pray that money will be forthcoming for all of the 
work before the Board of Missions. 

Here in California we need more missions and money to support them. So 
much immigration is constantly arriving and settling upour State, and so much 
to be said and done for Christ. We need to press upon our Auxiliaries this 
point, and urge them to awake to its great importance. Our societies, so far 
as have been ted to me, are doing well. ‘I have visited four of them, 
two in Sacramento, one in Oakland, and St. Matthew’s in San Francisco. I 
was favorably impressed with the zeal manifested by these societies in work so 
new to this Coast. But we must not be satisfied with doing merely well—but 
aim for a higher standard of excellence. I would earnestly urge the import- 
ance of forming young ladies’ auxiliaries in every church. Get the youthful 
enthusiasm aroused in the work, that they may be able to take our places 
when we have passed away. Jet our motto be “Onward!” Press forward 
and be not content with small things. In the Eastern churches the young 
societies are doing a great work. Upon our young people rests the hope of 
our Church on this coast. 
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The subject of our literature claims our attention, and the question arises how 
we can get our people to use it. This is adifficult matter. If we could induce 
each society to make a personal effort to introduce our journal into every 
family, much would be accomplished, Sv few of our people take the Yournal 
even at the low price of twenty-five cents. Every family should take a church 
paper, and thus inform themselves of what is being done in our church at 
large. Itis a matter of regret that this is not the case. Will the delegates 
of this convention make an especial effort in the coming year in this direction? 

The highest degree of strength can only be obtained by prayer and work 
combined; while we rest upon the arm of God for our inspiration and guid- 
ance, we must use our own strength to do the work that is before us, for the 
days pass and “the night cometh when no man can work.” Let us not be 
found empty-handed when called to give an account of our stewardship. 

If we earnestly and actively engage in work for Christ, there will be no 
place found for fault-finding or any discouragements in our missions. 

Each society must feel that upon its action, as well as upon its pastor’s 
work, depends the success of the church. Sustain your pastor’s hands by 
your own prayers, co-operation and encouraging words. Look upward with 
hope and confidence in the promise given. “Lo! I am with you even unto 
the end of the world.” 

I would advise that the course given in the A/zsszon Studies for each month 
be used at the opening exercises of every Auxiliary. They are given as the result 
of careful study, by our Executive Board. In the duties that await us during 
this year, let us surrender all thoughts of self-interest, and only ask, “ What 
can I do for my Lord?” 


The Secretary read a letter of greeting from Dr. S. B. Barnitz, 
Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions. 

A letter from Miss Anna Kugler, of Guntur, India, was read 
by Miss Stuber, of Sacramento. 

Mrs. G. G. Burnett brought greetings from Dr. and Mrs, 
Hamma. These letters were filled with good wishes for a profit- 
able convention. 

Mrs. Walling was appointed Treasurer pro fem. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Miss K. Stuber, read her report. 

The Treasurer’s report was read by Mrs. L. Dennis, of San José. 

Mrs. L. E. Zabriskie, Chairman of the Literature Committee, 
read her report. At this point the Synod was invited to visit the 
Convention, which they did for a short while. 

After the singing of Hymn 182, “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly 
Dove,” the Historian, Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, of Oakland, read 
her report, which was as follows : 
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Historian’s Report. 
SAN DIEGO AUXILIARY. 

The interest in this Society remains as good as in the previous years. This 
has been always an active, wide-awake organization, and anxious to perform 
its duty to the church and Synod to which it belongs. Number of members, 
18; Number of journals and papers, 14; Tracts, 3; Children’s Missionary 
Paper, 102; Funds collected and distributed during the year, $57.05- 


LOS ANGELES AUXILIARY. 


There are 29 members, with a gradual increase. Interest is well kept up 
and a good attendance. Amount of funds collected, $41-89. Journals taken, 
18; Church papers, 25. 

RIVERSIDE AUXILIARY. 


This Society was re-organized last February by the pastor, Rey. G, H. 
Hillerman. It reports 11 members, and much imterest is manifested, also in 
a prosperous state. No funds reported as yet. 


SAN JOSE AUXILIARY. 


Monthly meetings are fairly well attended. The exercises are quite inter- 
esting and well planned by the President, Mrs. L. Dennis. Number of mem- 
bers, 26; Journals taken, 20. Some new tracts are taken every month. 
Funds raised during the year, $20.00. 


SAN FRANCISCO AUXILIARY. 


This Society reports 18 members. Number of Journals taken, 9; Mzssion 
Studies, 3. Amount raised for all purposes, $33.60. Mrs. L. F. Rowell, 
President, is faithfully serving for the third term, and exerts her utmost to 
maintain the interest in the Auxiliary. 


ST. MATTHEW’S GERMAN, SAN FRANCISCO. 


This Society reports an encouraging progress in membership and interest. 
Mrs. Mauch is the faithful President, and is serving the second term. Meet- 
ings are held at the church, and the attendance is good. Number of mem- 
bers, 51; number of Journals taken, 4; funds raised during the year, $73.50. 

SACRAMENTO AUXILIARY. 

This Society reports an interesting state of the Society, with an increasing 
membership. Mrs, Ashley is their efficient President, and plans her meetings 
previously so as to secure the best results, consequently the members feel re- 
paid for any sacrifice that they make to attend. Number of Journals, 10; 
number of members, 27; number of Mission Studies, 7; funds raised, $23.35. 


SACRAMENTO GERMAN AUXILIARY, 


This Society reports a prosperous state, their meetings being well at- 
tended, and they are doing excellent work. The members adopt the system 
of each one keeping a “ mite box,” which is opened twice a year at a social 
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gathering, and the amounts distributed to various objects. Number of mem- 
bers, 53; Journals taken, 23; Church papers, 18; Mission Studies, 1; funds 
raised during the year, $170.95. 

OAKLAND AUXILIARY. 

This reports a prosperous society. Mrs. Walling, President, who has had 
some years of experience in the work in Sacramento, sustains the interest 
among the members, and the number is gradually increasing, Number of - 
Journals taken, 7; church papers, 9; number of members, 24; funds raised 
during the year, $12.70. 

Total amount contributed by all the auxiliaries, $433.24. 

Reports of the Auxiliary delegates followed, after which Mrs. 
G. G. Burnett, Synodical delegate, gave a full report of the pro- 
ceedings of the General Convention. 

The President then appointed the following committees : 


List of Committees. 


Auditing Committee—Mtrs. S. E. B. Myers, Mrs. Wm. Moller. 
Letters, Greetings and Papers—Mxs. 1. F, Rowell, Mrs. Walling. 
President's Address—Mts. W.S. Hoskinson, Mrs. G. G. Burnett. 
Resolutions—Mrs. J. E. Bushnell, Miss F. Ball. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. L. Dennis, Miss Miller. 

Press Reporters—Mts. Hoskinson, Mrs. G, G. Burnett. 

Lutheran Observer and World—Mrts. S. E. B. Myers. 

Fournal—Mxs. Bushnell. 

The sum amounting to $9.25 was collected for the Synodical 
Fund. 

The President then called upon Rev. C. F. Oehler, President 
of Synod, for a few remarks, which were listened to with pleasure. 

After singing Hymn 310, “ Rock of Ages,” Dr. G. G. Burnett 
addressed the convention on Home Missionary Work. 

Dr. Unangst spoke of the great work in India. He was fol- 
lowed by a few pleasing remarks from Dr. Nelander, of San 
Francisco, and Rev. G. H. Hillerman, of Riverside. 

Dr. Bushnell then extended a most cordial invitation to the 
Conyention, to partake of the luncheon provided by the ladies of 
the church. ) 

The session closed with prayer by Dr. Bushnell. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


» SATURDAY, 2 P. M. 

The afternoon session opened with devotional exercises, led by 
Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, of Sacramento. 

Hymn 572, Book of Worship. 

Responsive Scripture reading, 15th chapter St. John. 

Prayer for missions, Miss K. Stuber, of Sacramento. 

Hymn 310, Book of Worship. 

Sentence prayers. . 

After roll call, the minutes of the previous session were read 
and approved. 

Reports of the various committees were then called for and 
presented as follows: 


Report of Auditing Committee. 
Your Committee report that we find the Corresponding Secretary’s and 
Treasurer’s reports correct. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. WM. MOLLER, 
Mrs. S.-E..B. MYERS. 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greetings and Papers. 


Your Committee on Letters, Greetings and Papers received the following: 
A greeting from our esteemed friend, Dr. S. B. Barnitz, was read. He re- 
gretted very much that he could not be with us. A letter from Dr. Anna 
Kugler, of India, was read and listened to with much interest. 

Mrs. Hamma: expressed -her heart-felt sympathy and regretted exceedingly 
that she and Dr. Hamma were unable to attend our convention. 

Mrs. WALLING, | 
Mrs. L. F. ROWELL. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


Your Committee appointed for the purpose of reporting upon the Presi- 
dent’s address submit the following: 

We approve of the earnest Christian spirit pervading the whole, and com- 
mend her faithfulness in the performance of all the duties pertaining to the 
office. 

We note with pleasure the attention she has given to the Auxiliary Societies, 
and fully recognize the benefits derived from the visits of presiding officers. - 

We heartily endorse all her suggestions with reference to interesting our 


young people in missionary work, and would recommend the formation of such 
societies wherever practicable. 
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We would emphasize the importance of our literature, and would urge the 
use of the program as given in the AZission Studies for monthly meetings of 
each Society, as well.as the introduction of the Yournal and the church 
papers into the home of every member of our Societies. 

Mrs. G. G. BURNETT, 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON. 


The report of Committee on the Report of the Litérature Com- 
mittee was read by Mrs. Dennis, of San José. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 
The Committee on Resolutions handed in the following : 


Resolved 1. That a letter of greetings and congratulations be sent to Dr. 
and Mrs, Hamma, also expressing our regret that they were unable to attend 
our convention. ; 

Resolved 2. That an answer be sent to Dr. Anna Kugler’s interesting letter 
from India, assuring her of our sympathy and love. 

Resolved 3. That the thanks of our convention be sent: by our Recording 
Secretary to Mrs. Blake Alversen, for the delightful. music furnished during 
our meetings. : 

Resolved 4. That we appreciate the press in the full notices given of our 
convention. rate 

Resolved 5. That we return thanks to the pastor and congregation of the 
Oakland church for their cordial reception and entertainment, and to the 
ladies of the congregation who furnished such delightful luncheons, 

Resolved 6, That we send a letter to Mrs. Tressler-Campbell, our former 
Treasurer, thanking her for her faithful services as Treasurer the past few 
years, and sympathizing with her in ill health. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs, J. E. BUSHNELL, 
Miss F. BALL. 


After singing Hymn No. 358, “ Jesus Lover of My Soul,” Mrs. 
S. F. Rowell, of San Francisco, read a paper on “ How to Inter- 
est the Young in our Work,” which elicited much discussion. 

An interesting paper on “Plans for Next Year’s Work,” was 
read by Mrs. Walling, of Oakland. 

Mrs. L. Dennis, of San José, read a paper on “ How May we 
Attain Greater Success?” A discussion followed by several of 
the delegates. 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers called the attention of the convention 
to Section 2 of Article 10 of the Synodical Constitution, adopted 
at the biennial convention and embodied in our minutes at San 
José convention, and desired the different auxiliaries to act 
accordingly. 


42 SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


Under the head of new business, bills were presented and, on 
motion, ordered paid. 

At this point, Professor Fisher, of Oakland, extended an invita- 
tion to the Convention to visit the Exposition, which was accepted 
by a rising vote. 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers then read to the convention a letter 
from Rev. C. F. Oehler, President of Synod, in regard to the 
“Deaconess Work.” She also presented a resolution concerning 
it, which was adopted, and referred to Synod for action. 

The election of officers then took place, and resulted as follows : 

President—Mtrs. J. Everding, San Francisco. 

First Vice-President—Mrs. Wm. Moller, Oakland. 

Second Vice-President—Mts. J. E. Bushnell, Oakland. 

Third Vice-President—Mrs. E. Nelander, San Francisco. 

Recording Secretary—Miss M, R. Love, San Francisco, 

Corresponding Secretary—Miss K. Stuber, Sacramento. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Walling, Oakland. 

Lfistorian—Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, San Francisco. 

The President appointed the following Literature Committee : 
Miss F. Ball, Los Angeles; Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, Riverside ; 
Mrs. Ashley, Sacramento. 

The cordial invitation to meet in the German Lutheran church, 
of Sacramento, next year, was accepted. 

After singing Hymn 434, “ Blest be the tie that binds,” the con- 
vention adjourned with prayer by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 


THIRD SESSION. 


SUNDAY, 7: 30 P. M. 
The opening exercises consisted of violin obligato and an 
anthem by the choir, “ Nearer, my God, to Thee.” 
Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers presided. 
Hymn 213, Book of Worship. 
Responsive Scripture reading, 91st Psalm, led by Rev. O. H. 
Gruver, of Stockton. 
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Prayer by Rev. Dr. Bushnell, of Oakland. 

Solo, by Mrs. Blake-Alversen. 

Address by Mrs. G. G. Burnett, of San Francisco. 

Music by the choir. 

Address by Mr. G. G. Burnett, of San Francisco. 

Address by Rev. Dr. Rhodes, of St. Louis, Mo. 

The offering amounting to $10.55 was donated to the Mission- 
ary Society of Oakland. 

Hymn, “ From Greenland’s Icy Mountains.” 

The benediction pronounced by Rev. C. F. Oehler, President 
ef Synod, closed the Sixth Annual Convention of the Woman’s 
Synodical Missionary Society of California. 

MINNIE R. LOVE, 
Recording Secretary. 
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Synodical Calendar, 1898-1899. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D., 
1309 Laguna St., San Francisco, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. J. W. BALL, 
718 W. 8th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 


TREASURER. 


Mr. JOHN EVERDING, 
2116 Mason St., San Francisco, Cal. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 
Flace—San Diego, Cal. 
Date—April 12, 1899. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1898-1399. 


HOME MISSIONS. 


Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D., Rev. J. E. Busunett, D. D., 
Rev. V. G. A. TRESSLER. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
Rev. E. NELANDER, PH Rev. J. E. Horck, 


Rev. G. H. Hitterman, 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 
Rev. W. S. Hosxinson, Se. D., Rey. WM. BRaNDES, 
Rev. O. H. GRUVER, 


EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., Rev. J. E. Busunet, D. D., 
Rev. H,. GEHRCKE. 


PROCEEDINGS 


EIGHTH Rees CONVENTION 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


Sacramento, Cal, April 20-24, 1898. 


SACRAMENTO, Cat., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 1898, 8 P. M. 

The Eighth Annual Convention of California Synod assembled 
in the German Lutheran church, Sacramento, Cal., Rev. C. F. 
Oehler, pastor. ‘The liturgical services were conducted by Revs; 
O. H. Gruver, J. E. Hoick and J. W. Ball, and Rev. C. F. Oehler, 
the President of Synod, who preached the Synodical sermon, from 
the text Isa. xl. 1: “Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith 
your God.” ; 


FIRST SESSION. 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1898, 9 A. M: 
After a half hour’s devotional service, conducted by Rev. J. E, 
Hoick, of San Diego, the Synod was formally opened by using the 
liturgical service and prayer by the President. 
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The clerical roll was called and lay delegates received and en- 


rolled. 
Synodical Roll. 


Z 

a & CLERICAL. RESIDENCE. Lay. 
3 is) 
E 

S. Sprecher, D.D., LL.D., a.e.|San Diego. 
1856|E. Unangst, D. D., a. ¢.---- Hollidaysburg, Pa. 

M. W. Hamma, D. D., a. e.-| Washington, D.C. 
1877|J. S. Moser...-+++++eees -| Berkeley. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D...+!Sacramento....-.- Frank Meckfessel. 
1881|J. Schmierer, a. é----++> .-.|Monrovia. 
1882|J. E. Bushnell, D. D......- Oakland ......-- John C. Walling. 
1887|A. Jatho...----.eeeseeeee Oakland -.-...-- E. Jatho. 
1888)C. F. Oehler....--.--20--- Sacramento......|John Batcher. 
1889] Wm. Brandes-..---+-+++ ++ Alameda .....2.. W. Lieber. 
1889|/E. Nelander, Ph. D.......- San Francisco....|G. G. Burnett. 
1890) Leo Geick, @. ¢ .---+.----- San Francisco. 
1891/V. G. A. Tressler........-- SaMgOSeelsirete re sie A. F. Noftz, a. e. 
1892|H. Gerhrcke ....-.-. ..--. San Francisco....|H. Heckman. 
1892/0. H. Gruver.......-...-. Stockton. 
1894|J. W. Ball....------..---- Los Angeles ..... Wm. Bosbyshell. 
1894|J. E..Hoick -......-.-++.. San Diego... ..... P.S.Leisenring,M.D.a@ e 
1896|G. H. Hillerman .......... Riveérside........ A. D. Roeder, a. e. 
1897|W. H. Shahan........+... Mloritieeserste site ..|J. Everding. 

ee Ge Rotitzahin |. .,a%se%'3)- .--!Arroyo Grande, 


a. e. Absent and excused. 


Advisory Members. 

Rev. A. M. L. Herenius, of San José, the fraternal delegate 
from the California Conference of the Augustana Synod, pre- 
sented his credentials to the Synod, and was received as an 
advisory member. 

Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of Home Mis- 
sions, was received as an advisory member. 


President’s Report. 

Grace and Peace! Beloved Brethren: By the gracious help of God, our 
Heavenly Father, we have arrived at the end of our seventh year of Synodical 
existence. We are gathered in this house of God to meet in fraternal com- 
munication, to exchange our views and our ideas, to devise new and energetic © 
measures for the extension of His kingdom, to gain new strength and comfort 


from the merciful hand of Him who promised, “I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.” 
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Whatever the year has been to us—a year of success or of -disappointment 
because we could not achieve greater things for our beloved Master—we 
nevertheless have many reasons to be thankful unto Him for His manifold 
and wonderful blessings which He has bestowed upon us, especially for the 
preservation of our body and of our soul, and for our salvation in Jesus Christ 


our Saviour. : 
LICENSE. 


In accordance with the resolution of last year’s Synod, the President issued 
an ad interim license to Bro. W. H. Shahan, who, during the past year, 
labored in Sacramento county, preaching at different points with the prospect 
of organizing a Lutheran congregation. 


ORDINATION. 

On Sunday, July 4, 1897, Bro. George H. Hillerman, called to Riverside, 
Cal., was duly ordained to the ministry of Christ in the First English Lutheran 
church of Oakland. Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., preached the ordination 
sermon, after which the President of Synod led the ordination services, 
assisted by the brethren of the Synod. 

DISMISSALS. 

On the 6th day of October, Rev. C. W. Maggart, of San Diego, Cal., sent 
notice of his resignation and of his intention to take charge of the English 
Lutheran church at Cedar Rapids, Ia., asking for a dismissal from the Cali- 
fornia Synod to the Synod of lowa, which was granted. 


ACCESSION, 

On March 30, 1898, Rev. J. E. Hoick, of the New York and New Jersey 
Synod, sent us his dismissal from that Synodical body, asking for admission 
into the Synod of California. ‘Ihe brother was received into the Synod and 
the Secretary instructed to place his name upon the roll. 

INSTALLATIONS. 

1. On the 24th of October, 1897, the President, with the assistance of Rev. 
J. E. Bushnell, D. D., Revs. A. Jatho, H. Gehrcke and Wm. Brandes, installed 
Bro. E. Nelander, Ph. D., pastor of the First English Lutheran church of San 
Francisco, Cal., with appropriate services. The President delivered the charge 
to the pastor, and Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., the charge to the people. 

2. On the third day of April, 1898, Rev. Dr. Barnitz, Western Secretary of 
our Board of Home Missions, installed Rev. J. E. Hoick pastor of the English 
Lutheran church of San Diego, being previously authorized by the President 
to do so. He delivered both the charge to the pastor and that to the people. 

DEACONESS WORK. 

In accordance with the resolution of the last year’s Synodical convention, 
the President entered into correspondence with Rev. G. U. Wenner, of New 
York, asking in regard to the possibility of getting one of those faithful and 
devoted workers into the bounds of our Synod. Rev. Wenner replied that at 
the present no deaconess could be sent to us, but that our wishes would be 
considered at the proper time. 
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VISITS OF THE PRESIDENT. 

The President paid a visit to some of our churches at different times, but re- 
grets to say that, owing to binding engagements in his own congregation, he 
was unable to visit every one of them. He hopes “that the brethren will 
pardon him, 

The President recommends that again this year, so far as possible and 
deemed wise by the members of the Synod, delegates be sent to other Luth- 
eran bodies and Synods, in order to increase the fraternal feeling and make 
possible a better co-operation of Lutheran forces in the United States. 

Finally, brethren, we pray that God’s richest blessings may rest upon our 
beloved Church and its different boards and organizations, as well as upon 
each individual congregation with pastor and people, and that He may permit 
us to see many fruits in the salvation of many precious souls. We hope and 
pray that the present crisis, partly due to threatening clouds of war and blood- 
shed over our country and its people, partly to the expectation of hard times 
because of tailing crops, will, by God’s help, be overcome, and that each one 
of us may again cheerfully and readily go forward with Christ’s banner, 
strengthened in faith and love and power. 


Fraternally submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER. 


The report was received and referred to the proper committee. 


Election of Officers. 


Reys. J. E. Hoick and A. Jatho, and Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell, 
were appointed tellers. 

The following persons were elected officers of Synod : 

President—Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 

Secretary—Rev. J. W. Ball. 

Treasurer—Mtr. John Everding. 

The election was made unanimous. 

The new officers took their respective offices at once. 

On motion, the Synod took a recess for ten minutes to allow 
the President time to arrange his committees. 

After the reassembling of Synod the following committees were 
announced by the President : 


List of Committees. 
No. 1. President's Report—Revs. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., and 
G. H. Hillerman. 


No. 2. Letlers and Papers—Rey. W. S, Hoskinson, Sc. D., and 
Mr. H. Heckman. 
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No. 3. Apportionment—Rev. J. S. Moser and Mr. G. G. 
Burnett. 

No. 4. Adsentees and Excuses—Rev. J. W. Ball and Mr. Frank 
Meckfessel. ; 

No. 5. Zveasurer’s Report—Rev. O. H. Gruver and Mr. John 
Batcher. 

No. 6. Parochial Reports—Revs. G. H. Hillerman and J. E. 
Hoick. 

No. 7. Resolutions and Temperance—Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Sc. D., and Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell. 

No. 8. Refigious Services—Revs. C. F. Oehler and W. S. 
Hoskinson, Sc. D. 

No. 9. Excess and Deficit—Rev. A. Jatho and Mr. J. C. 
Walling. 

No. 10. Sunday-schools and Young People’s Societies—Rev. V. 
G. A. Tressler and Mr. E. Jatho. 

No. rr. State of the Church—Revs. H. Gehrcke and Wm. 
Brandes. ° 

No. 12. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. O. H. Gruver and Mr. 
A. F. Noftz. 

No. 13. AZinutes of Last Synod—Rev. J. E. Hoick and Mr. H. 
Heckman. 

On motion, Rev. A. M. L. Herenius, of San José, President of 
the California Conference of the Swedish Augustana Synod and’ 
fraternal delegate of that body, addressed the Synod in behalf of 
the California Conference. The address was well received, and 
a suitable reply was made by the President of Synod. 


: Parochial Reports. 
The parochial reports were then read and handed to the 
proper committee. (See pp. 30 and 31.) 
The hours of meeting were, upon motion, fixed at 9:00 a. m, 
tO 12:00 M.; 1:30 p. m. to 4:30 p. m.; and 7:45 p. m. 
Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, to 
meet at 2:30 p. m. 
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SECOND SESSION. 
THURSDAY, 2:30 P. M. 
Synod was called to order by the President. Rev. V. G. A. 
Tressler offered prayer. 
The roll was called. 
The reading of the minutes was postponed till the next session. 
On motion, Rev. John Thompson, D. D., agent of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society for California, was granted ten minutes in which 
to present the claims of his work. 


Treasurer’s Report. (Appendix A.) 


The Treasurer presented his report, which was referred to the 
Auditing Committee. 

A discussion on reporting membership in the parochial reports 
ended in a motion offered by Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, that we 
adhere to the action of the General Synod as to computing the 
membership of our churches, and that that rule form the basis of 
the annual apportionment. 

The motion was tabled. 

On motion, Synod adjourned. 


EVENING SERVICE. 


THURSDAY, 7:45 P. M. 

The liturgical service was conducted by Revs. O. H. Gruver, 
Wm. Brandes and C. F. Oehler. 

A German address was delivered by Rev. H. Gehrcke, subject : 
Our Debt to Missions.” 

English addresses were delivered by Rev. G. H. Hillerman, 
subject, ‘‘ Foreign Missions ;” and by Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., 
President of Synod, whose subject was “The Lutheran Church, 
its history, and what it stands for.’ 
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THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 22, 1898, 9: 30 A. M. 

After devotional services led by Rev. J. W. Ball, Synod was 
called to order by the President. 

After prayer by Rev. C. F. Oehler, the roll was called and the 
minutes read and approved. 

Rev. C. F. Oehler was excused from morning session on ac- 
count of pastoral duties. 

Reporters to the church papers were appointed as follows : 

Observer—Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, Sc. D. 

World—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

Lvangelist—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Visttor—Rev. J. S. Moser. 

Missionary Journal—Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D. 

Kirchenfreund—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

The application of St. Mark’s German Lutheran Church of 
Oakland was, upon motion, referred to the Committee on Church 
Extension. 

On motion, the election of delegates to the General Synod was 
made the special order for 2 : 30 o’clock this afternoon. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. O. H. Gruver, 
and, upon motion, was laid on the table till 2:00 o’clock this 
afternoon : 

Resolved, That no clerical member of this Synod shall be elected delegate 
to the General Synod twice in succession, unless he holds such official relation 
to the General Synod as, in the judgment of this Synod, requires his re-elec- 
tion. 

Moved that the report of the Home Mission Committee be 
made the order of business to follow the election of delegates to 
the General Synod, and that Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western 
Secretary of the Home Mission Board, be heard at that time. 


Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit. (Appendix B.) 


The report of the Committee on Excess and Deficit was pre-- 


sented by Rev. A. Jatho. Report was adopted. 
On motion of Rev. Tressler the order of business was taken up 
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and the roll was called, each church to answer whether or not its 
apportionment had been raised, and if not, why not? 

San Francisco, English, answered no. 

Oakland, English, yes. 

Sacramento, English, no. 

San Diego, no. 

San José, yes, with excess. 

Los Angeles, no.- 

Sacramento, German, no. 

Riverside, yes, with excess. 

San Francisco, German, yes. 

Oakland, German, no. 

Stockton, yes, with excess. 

On motion, the adoption of the report of the Committee on 
Excess and Deficit was reconsidered and: the report recom- 
mitted. 

At the request of the W. H. and F. M. Convention, the Synod 
adjourned until eleven o’clock to visit the Woman’s Convention. 

Synod was again called to order at the end of the recess and 
the calling of the roll on the apportionment was concluded. 

The motion of Rev. V. G. A. Tressler as to the manner of 
reporting membership was then taken up and was unanimously 
adopted: That we adhere to the action of the General Synod as 
to the computing of membership in our churches, and that that 
rule form the basis of the annual apportionment. It was ordered 
printed with the following resolutions from the General Synod 
minutes of 1897 (page 73): 


Resolved, That all confirmed members should be reported as communicants 


except such as have been suspended or expelled from the communion of the 
church. 


Resolved, That it is the sense of the General Synod that no one can be 
dropped from the rolls of church membership on earth except in one of three 
ways, viz: by death, by honorable transfer, or by excommunication. 


The Committee on Resolutions presented the following : 


The Cuban War. 


WHEREAS: Our nation seems to be on the verge of a war with Spain, and 
in behalf of the struggling Cubans; 


1. Resolved, That we deeply deplore the conditions that seem to make war 
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a necessity, and still hope that it may be averted, and that the trouble may be 
settled consistently with the honor of our government. 

2. Resolved, That we sympathize with the people of Cuba who have so 
bravely struggled to obtain their freedom. 

3. Resolved, That we pray God’s favor and wisdom to guide the President 
of the United States and all in authority in this time of the nation’s crisis. 

Respectfully submitted, W.S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 


Adopted by rising vote and with prayer by Rev. ]. E. Bushnell, 
DoD. 

The following resolutions upon the deaths of Rev. D. A. Day, 
D. D., and Rev. F. W. Conrad, D. D. LL. D., were presented 
at the same time by the Committee on Resolutions and adopted 
by rising vote : 


Death of Dr. Day. 


WHEREAS, It is with sorrow of heart we have learned of the death of Dr. 
David A. Day, our devoted missionary to Africa and hero of the faith, 

1. Resolved, That with joy of heart and gratitude to God we note his faith- 
ful, self-sacrificing work in the cause of Christ. 

2. Resolved, That our church and the great cause of Missions sustain in his 
death a heavy loss, to which we humbly bow in submission to our Father’s will. 

3. Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with her who stood by him in his 
hours of sickness and death, and commend her to God’s keeping grace, 

4. Resolved, That we pledge ourselves anew to the cause so dear to the 
heart of our brother. 

We recommend that a copy of these resolutions be furnished the widow of 
Dr. Day, also to our church papers; and that we hold some fitting memorial 
service during this meeting of Synod. ; 

Respectfully submitted, W, S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., 
WM, BOSBYSHELL. 


Death of Dr. Conrad. 


WHEREAS, We have just learned of the death of Rev. F, W. Conrad, D. D., 
LL. D., one of the oldest and best known ministers of our Lutheran Church, 

1, Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with those loved ones nearest to 
him, and commend them to our Father’s care. 

2. Resolved, That we praise God for his long and useful life in the service 
of Christ and of His Church. 

3. Resolved, That in him our Church has always had a bold defender, fear- 
lessly standing for “the faith once committed to the saints,” ever in front of 
every good cause in the interest of humanity, but toiling on with consuming 
enthusiasm for the salvation of souls, 
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4. Resolved, That in his death our Church and country have ‘sustained a 
heavy loss, to which we humbly bow in submission to Him who has seen fit to 
call our brother to his reward. We pray the Lord of the harvest that He may 
raise up and send forth other laborers into His harvest. 

We recommend that a copy of these resolutions be sent to the friends of 
the deceased, and also to our Church papers, and that the same be spread 
upon our minutes; also that some fitting memorial service be held during this 
meeting of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 


On motion, it was decided to hold the memorial services in 
honor of Rev. D. A. Day, D. D., and Rev. F. W. Conrad, D. D., 
LL. D., after adjournment this afternoon. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. O. H. Gruver. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, I: 30 P. M. 

Synod was called to order by the President. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. S. Moser, after which the roll was 
called. 

An invitation was extended to Synod by the congregation at 
San Diego through their pastor, Rev. J. E. Hoick, to meet in 
their church in 1899, and was unanimously accepted. 

The minutes were then read, and after correction adopted. 

The resolution offered by Rev. O. H. Gruver, that no clerical 
member of this Synod be elected delegate to the General Synod 
twice in succession, unless he hold such official relation to the 
General Synod as, in the judgment of this Synod, requires his 
re-election, was adopted. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


Your Committee have examined the books and report of the Treasurer of 
Synod, which we find to be incomplete because of the delay of some of the 
churches in remitting money to the Treasurer previous to the meeting of 
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Synod. We, however, find the accounts correct so far as completed, and urge 
that the Treasurer’s accounts close hereafter before the meeting of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, O. H. GRUVER, 
JOHN BATCHER. 


The report was adopted. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


We notice with pleasure that the President speaks hopefully in regard to 
the work of Synod. He offers only the following recommendation, which we 
respectfully submit for appropriate action: “That again this year, so far as 
possible and deemed wise by the members of the Synod, delegates be sent to 
other Lutheran bodies and Synods, in order to increase the fraternal feeling 
and make possible a better co-operation of Lutheran forces in the United 
States.” 

We also notice the suggestion that the Synod encourage the efforts to intro- 
duce a Deaconess service for our congregations. It would be well for those 
congregations desiring the services. of a deaconess to co-operate with the 


President. | 
Respectfully submitted, J. E. BUSHNELL, 
G. H. HILLERMAN. 


The report was adopted. 

The amended report of the Committee on Excess and Deficit 
was presented and adopted. 

An invitation from the English Lutheran church of Sacramento 
to a reception to the Synod and Missionary Convention after the 
service this evening at their church, was presented by the pastor, 
Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., and accepted unanimously. 

On motion of Rey. V. G. A. Tressler, a committee of three was 
appointed to submit a new list of questions on State of the Church 
at the next Synod. The following were appointed: Revs. V. G. 
A. Tressler, O. H. Gruver and J. E. Bushnell, D. D. 

Upon motion, the President, Secretary and Pastor loci were 
appointed a committee to prepare program for next year, to be 
reported at this convention of Synod. 

Moved that Committee on Church Extension be granted five 
minutes in which to present their report. 


Report of Committee on Church Extension. 
The German Lutheran Church of Oakland, Cal., Rev. A. Jatho, pastor, pe- 
titions for a loan of $3,000.00 from the honorable Board of Church Extension. 
As upon the granting of this loan depends the wiping out of the whole debt 
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as well as the future welfare of the congregation, we feel that, in view of these 
important facts, we cannot but most heartily and urgingly recommend that 
the loan be granted. 
Respectfully submitted, ~ CHAS. F. OEHLER, 
W.S, HOSKINSON, 
WM. BRANDES. 

The report was adopted. 

It was then resolved that the application of the St. Mark's 
German Lutheran Church of Oakland be presented to the Board 
of Church Extension by a committee consisting of the President 
and Secretary of Synod, the Chairman of the Church Extension 
Committee, the pastor /oc7, Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., Messrs. 
G. G. Burnett and John Everding. 

The hour having arrived for the election of Delegates to the 
General Synod, Mr. John C, Walling and Rev. O. H. Gruver 
were appointed tellers, The election resulted as follows : 


: DELEGATES. 

Clerical. Lay. 
Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., Mr. G. G. Burnett, 
Rev. J. E, Bushnell, D. D. Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell. 

ALTERNATES. 

Clerical, Lay, 
Rey. C, F. Oehler, Pp. S. Leisenring, M. D., 
Rev. J. W. Ball. Wm, Moller. 


Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D, D., Western Secretary of Home Mission 
Board, then addressed the Synod. 

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following addi- 
tional resolutions, which were adopted sev?azim and as a whole. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


1, Resolved, That it gives us great pleasure to have with us the Western 
Secretary of Home Missions, Rev. S. B, Barnitz, D, D., and that we return our 
thanks to the Home Mission Board for sending him to us at this time. 

2. Resolved, That we feel grateful for the hearty support given and constant 
interest taken by the Woman’s Board and the Home Mission Board in the 


work in California, and that we pledge our constant support to help these 
Boards in Home Mission work, 
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3. Resolved, That we are gratified to learn of the progress made by the 
Board of Education in its work, and that we pledge to this Board our con- 
tinued support. ; 

4. Resolved, That we likewise have fullest confidence in the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board; that we pledge them hearty co-operation and deprecate any dis- 
cussion which might result in weakening the influence of the Board and un- 
settling the confidence of the Church in the same. 

5. Resolved, That we are pleased to learn such good reports from our 
Publication Society, and hope it may soon have its proposed enlarged facili- 
ties for work, and we also desire to have a copy of the AZésstonary Fournal 
taken by every home. 


Report of Committee on the Apportionment. (Appendix C.) 


This report was presented by the Chairman of the Committee, 
Rey. J. S. Moser, and adopted. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 

Your Committee on the State of the Church has examined with care the 
reports from the different churches. Eleven reports were handed to the 
Committee. 

(1) There are of male members, 486; female members, 709. There is a 
gain of 50 members over last report. 

(2) Eleven Sunday-schools are reported with 1,458 scholars enrolled, The 
average attendance was 924. Church members working in these schools, 185. 

(3) Church attendance is reported to be: morning attendance, about 81 
per cent.; evening attendance, about 50 percent. Prayer-meeting attendance 
is about 14 per cent. 

With thanks to our God we state that the attendance of church members 
was larger than in the last report. So far, then, as we have the facts, we are 
thankful to report good progress, especially in the church attendance. Let us 
pray to our God that He may hold us firm in preaching the pure gospel and 
our people in hearing and acting according to it, thus glorifying the name of 
our Lord. 4 

Respectfully submitted, H, GEHRCKE, 
WM. BRANDES. 


Adopted. 


On motion, it was decided to hold the memorial services in 
honor of Rev. D. A. Day, D. D., and Rev. F. W. Conrad, D. D., 
Eis De; to-morrow morning at the hour of devotional services. 

Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 


FRIDAY, 7:45 P. M. 

The evening service was held at the English Lutheran Church, 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., pastor. 

The liturgical service was conducted by the pastor, assisted by 
Revs. J. S. Moser, V. G. A. Tressler and J. E. Hoick. 

Addresses were delivered by Rey. J. W. Ball, subject, “ Luth- 
eranism for Lutherans,” and Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., on “The 
Home Mission Field.” 


FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1898, 9:30 A. M. 

A memorial service was held in honor of Rev. David A. Day,. 
D. D., late missionary at Monrovia, Liberia, and Rev. F. W. 
Conrad, D. D., LL. D., late editor of the Lutheran Observer. 
The service was conducted by the President of Synod. Suitable 
hymns were sung and prayers offered. Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., 
who was intimately acquainted with both men, spoke feelingly of 
their services to the Church. 

Synod then proceeded to the transaction of business, after 
prayer by Rev. H. Gehrcke. 

The roll was called, and the minutes read and adopted. 

The following standing committees were appointed : 

Home Missions—Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., J. E. Bushnell, 
D. D., and Rev. V. G. A. Tressler. 

Church Lxtenston—Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., J. E. Hoick 
and G. H. Hillerman. 

Beneficiary Education—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., Wm. 
Brandes and O. H. Gruver. 

Examination for the Ministry—Revs. W.S. Hoskinson, Sc. D 
J. E. Bushnell, D. D. and H. Gehrcke. 


ey. 
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On motion the following committee was appointed to revise 
the constitution and report at next convention of Synod: Revs. 
J. E. Bushnell, D. D., V. G. A. Tressler and G. H. Hillerman. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


Your Committee have received a cordial letter of greeting from Rev. M. L, 
Zweizig, of Portland, Oregon, with reference to union of English Lutherans, 
In reply we would say that we reciprocate the feelings he expresses and shall 
lend our support towards a cordial fellowship, and shall hail the day with joy 
when there shall be a united English Lutheran Church. 

Your Committee have in possession a letter of greeting from Dr. C. S. 
Albert. In reply we would express our regrets that he could not be among us 
at this meeting of Synod, and hope that at some time soon he may visit the 
Coast Missions. We wish also to express our appreciation of the valuable 
work done by him in our Sunday-school literature as Literary Editor of the 
Board of Publication. 

W. S. HOSKINSON. 

The report was adopted. 

On motion the President of Synod was appointed fraternal 
delegate to the next convention of the California Conference of 
the Augustana Synod. 

On motion of Rev. Tressler, the Sunday-school and Young 
People’s Societies were made a part of the program for evening 
sessions of the next Synod. 

Moved, that we express our satisfaction with the work of Rev. 
W. H. Shahan during the past year, and that we tender him our 
sincere sympathy in his recent affliction. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your Committee respectfully present the following report: 

All the ministers except seven are or have been present. All the congre+ 
gations elected delegates to Synod. Requests to be excused have come from 
Revs. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., E. Unangst, D. D., M. W. Hamma, D. D., 
J. Schmierer and Leo Geick; and from Messrs. P. S, Leisenring, M. D., A. D. 
Roeder and A. F. Noftz. We recommend that these be excused. We recom- 
mend also that the following be excused from the remaining sessions: Rev. 
Wm. Brandes, Mr. J. Everding and Mr. J. C. Walling. 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. BALL, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


Adopted. 
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On motion, the Secretary was instructed to write Rev. M. W. 
Hamma, D. D., acknowledging receipt of $10.00 by the Synod 
and expressing the hope that he may be present at next Synod, 
while also notifying him of his election as delegate to General 
Synod. 


Report of Committee on Sunday-Schools and Young People’s 
Societies. 


Your Committee on Sunday-schools and Young People’s Societies beg leave 
to report to you that increasing interest is begetting increased activity along 
the lines suggestive of the building up of our youth in the body of Christ. 

Lutheran pastors, naturally, by their heritage of catechetical instruction, 
ought to be and by right are profoundly, personally and persistently interested 
in their young people’s growth in grace and the pious activities of the Church. 
To them the enthroning of Christ in the soul comes through the Word, and 
the study of the Word means the indoctrination of the generations which are 
to be in future the heart of our great Church. As the Sunday-school is true to 
its mission of instruction and the Young People’s Society loyal to its mission 
in practicalizing this Word along the lines laid down, they have and must 
have our heartfelt support. But both of them must be of the Church, for the 
Church and by the Church, which alone is divine in its origin and head. 

Permit this Committee to call special attention of our churches to the most 
excellent report upon this subject presented to the last General Synod and 
printed in the minutes of that body. Our statistics of Sunday-schools in the 
General Synod are as follows: 


Number ob SChOolsia cree © a) cmisvortstexe Orie steals s1el eevee sretele te Saeco yas else) 
Officerspand: Cea CR Crs i ieclare e's) einietanierererata otetntciemtavetet ale otetetarateraters 23,354 
Scholars’: ceszs: tcc ssiel belo areate ac eum abe whOcekinre Sines arene eae Ee ote clei i 185,354 
Forsupport of schooland localvobjects: cten <ai> - aletoieninisia'-ieicye $105,109 10 
OmIbeMeVOLENCE <mpalejeieueiierevelere ster -ta te misicisints ae eieiat et ctetars eerste 16,853 04 


In California our work in Sunday-schools and Young People’s Societies 
tabulates as follows: 


1897. 1898. 
Sunday-schools .....- GoaccdooocAd coo abeo5 14 13 
Officers;andkteachersireeisve cents nieemicilsieraele 150 147 
SCHG ars sevareclaje: oc wire epeicterae otic err reeT ee rere 1486 1530 
Contributions for local expenses.......++-.-+ $1,317 57 $1,247 60 
Contributions for benevolence ......+.+.++.. 248 69 236 oO 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES. 
Numberfofimemberse =~ sbi) ele ite eneeiee 280 290 
Contributions for local expenses ........ «++. $206 20 $295 78 
Contributions for benevolence .............. 16I 00 124 85 


We recommend : 
1, That the magnificent supplies published by our House, of which Dr. 
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Albert is the accomplished editor, be most heartily endorsed and our Sunday- 
schools. urged to use them even more largely. Printer’s ink pays in the Lord’s 
business as well as elsewhere. 

2. That we urge the regular use in the Sunday-school sessions, of that part 
of the Catechism printed in our Augsburg Lesson helps. 

3. That the Secretary of the Synod be authorized to officially recommend 
to the General Synod’s représentative on the International Lesson Committee 
the fuller use of the church year in the international lesson system, assuring 
him that California Synod urgently desires such recognition, and trusts our 
representative may use his best efforts on this behalf. 

4. That we respectfully ask that the committee having in charge the pro- 
gram for the next Synod, see that at least one speaker represent at one eve- 
ning session the vast interests involved in the Sunday-school and Young 


People’s work. 
Respectfully submitted, V. G. A. TRESSLER. 


Report was adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Synod. 
The Committee on Minutes of Last Meeting submit the following report: 
1. On page 27 the officers of Synod were instructed to secure the services 
of a deaconess for our work on the coast. Will the present officers be em- 


powered to continue this effort? 
2. On page 29 Mr. W. H. Shahan was recommended for ad interim 


license. How long does this remain in force? 
3. One of our pastors reports under the head of catechumens, 125, on the 
ground that those in the Sunday-schools were under catechetical instruction. 


Is this proper? 
4. The minutes are beautifully printed in clear type and with good arrange- 


ment—a sample of the excellent results produced by our Publication House 


which is much appreciated. 


Respectfully submitted, j. E. HOICK. 


Report was considered sevzaum. 
Item 1. Answered yes. 

Item 2. Expires after one year. 
Item 'ga. NO. 

Item 4. Adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolved, That we extend hearty thanks to the pastor and people of the 
German Lutheran church of Sacramento, Cal., for their kind hospitality in 
opening their hearts and homes for the entertainment of Synod; to the ladies 
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‘for the beautiful decorations and the bountiful repasts; also to the choir for 
their excellent and inspiring music. 

Resolved, That we thank the city papers for the extended notices of our 
Synodical sessions. \ 

Resolved, That we extend to Dr. Hoskinson and his people our appreciative 
thanks for their reception on Friday evening. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be read by the President of Synod at the 
closing service on Sunday evening. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 

Your Committee on Systematic Beneficence present the following: 

It is with real pleasure that we call attention to the constantly increasing 
interest taken in this important branch of church work by our churches. 
Each year the benevolent contributions are greater than the preceding year. 
Many churches observe the special days recommended by the various Boards. 
The envelope system seems to be the prevalent one in use. The quarterly 
communion seasons are special mes for benevolent efforts in many congrega- 
tions, and some few are sporadic in their contributions for the benevolent 
work of the Church. ; 

Regularity, persistence and method are the three great requisites of success 
in this branch of work. One method will not be successful in all fields. No 
method, not vigorously pressed, will be successful in any field; and all 
methods have advantages peculiar to themselves and are not without some 
good. 

Your committee, therefore, do not recommend any particular method, but 
regularity and persistence in the method adopted, so that the congregation 
may be educated to give “not grudgingly, nor of necessity; for the Lord lov- 
eth a cheerful giver.” 

Respectfully submitted, ‘ O, H. GRUVER. 

Adopted. 


Report of Devotior.al Committee. 
Devotional Committee makes the following appointments for the Sunday 
services : 
Rev. E, Nelander, Ph. D., to preach in the Sixth Street Methodist church. 
Rev. V.G, A. Tressler, to the Westminster Presbyterian church. 


Rey. J. E. Hoick and Rev. S, B. Barnitz, D. D., to the English Lutheran 
church, 


Rey. A. Jatho, to the German Lutheran church. 
Revs. V. G. A. Tressler and G. H. Hillerman, to the Y. M. C. A,, at EB Bio 
p.m. ‘ : 
Respectfully submitted, C. F. OEHLER, 


W. S. HOSKINSON. 
Adopted. 
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Moved that when we adjourn we do so to meet in Ministerium. 


Moved that 500 copies of minutes of Synod and Woman’s 
Convention for current year be printed. 


The following resolution was offered by Rev. J. E. Bushnell, 
D. D., and adopted : 


Resolved, That we hereby convey to the North Carolina Synod, which is 
about to assemble in its 95th convention, the fraternal greetings of the Synod 
of California. 


Report of Committee on Parochial Reports. 
Your Committee on Parochial Reports having finished their work, submit 
their report as follows: (Appendix ]).) 
Respectfully submitted, G. H. HILLERMAN, 
J. B. HOICK. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Programme for Next Synod. 


Your Committee reports the programme for next meeting of Synod as fol- 
lows: 
Wednesday Evening—Communion Service—Synodical sermon by President. 
Thursday Evening—Home Missions—Rev. C. F. Oehler; alternate, Rev. 
J. S. Moser. 
Church Extension—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D.; 
alternate, Rev. W. Brandes. 
Friday Afternoon—Discussion: Doctrinal, Art. I, Augsburg Confession— 
Rev. J. W. Ball; alternate, Rev. A. Jatho. 
Practical, Cathechisation—Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D.; 
alternate, Rev. C. F. Oehler. 
Friday Lvening—Deaconess Work—Rey. G. H. Hillerman; alternate, Rev. 
C. F. Oehler. 
Foreign Missions—Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D.; alternate, 
Rey. H. Gehrcke. 
Saturday Evening—Sunday-Schools and Young People’s Societies — Rev. 
V. G. A. Tressler; alternate, P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
Sunday—Ordination Sermon—Rev. O. H. Gruver; alternate, Rev. J. E. 
Hoick. 
Respectfully submitted, E. NEUANDER, 
J. W. BALL, 
J. E. HOICK. 
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American Bible Society. 
The following was reported from the Committee on Resolu- 
tions and adopted : m 


Resolved, That we commend the California Bible Society, auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society, to our people, and that we shall render it such assist- 


ance as lies within our power. 
Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 


On motion, it was ordered that the sexton of the church be 
paid the sum of $5.00 for services during sessions of Synod. 

The minutes were then read and approved. 

On motion, Synod adjourned to meet in First English Church 
of San Diego, Rev. J. E. Hoick, pastor, April 12, 1899. 

Prayer was offered by the President, Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 


MINISTERIUM. 


FIRST SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1898. 
Ministerium was called to order by the President immediately 
after adjournment of Synod. 
Rev. J. W. Ball led in prayer. 


The report of the Committee on Examination for the Ministry 
was presented by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., Chairman. 


On motion, Ministerium adjourned to meet at 1: 30 p. m. 


SECOND SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1898, I : 30 P. M. 
Ministerium was again called to order, and after prayer by Rev. 
J. E. Hoick, the business was resumed. 
The following is the report of the Examining Committee as 
adopted : 


Report of the Examining Committee, 


Your Committee have had-hefore them Mr. Payson J. L. Young, and have ex- 
amined him for licensure. We find him not sufficiently prepared on all subjects, 
but recommend that he be given encouragement, and asked to place himself 
under the guidance of the Committee in his studies, and that we grant the 


(25) 
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President of Synod authority to give him ad interim license, if in his judg- 
ment and that of the Committee it is advisable. We recommend also that he 
unite himself with the Lutheran Church, 
Respectfully submitted, “ Ww. S. HOSKINSON, 
J. E. BUSHNELL, 


H. GEHRCKE, 


On motion, Ministerium adjourned with prayer by Rev. W. S. 
Hoskinson, Sc. D. 
J. W. BALL, Secretary. 


~~ 
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OFFICERS, 1898-99. 


PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1309 O street, Sacramento. 


? 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. J. E. BUSHNELL, 817 Sixteenth street, Oakland. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT, 
Mrs. C. F. OEHLER, 1207 K street, Sacramento. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Miss M. R. LOVE, 2236 Fifteenth street, San Francisco. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Miss K. STUBER, 1527 P street, Sacramento. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. J. WALLING, 913 28th street, Oakland. 


HISTORIAN. 
Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, Oakland. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 
Mrs. E. ASHLEY, ror7 Sixteenth street, Sacramento. 
Mrs. LOTHAMMER, Sacramento. 
Mrs. C. F. OEHLER, 1207 K street, Sacramento. 


MINUTES 


SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1898, 2 P. M. 

The Seventh Annual Convention of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the California Synod assembled in 
the German Lutheran Church, of Sacramento, Rev. C. F. Oehler, 
pastor. 

The session opened with devotional exercises, conducted by 
Miss M. R. Love, who announced hymn No, 454, Book of Worship, 
and reading of the g1st Psalm, by Mrs. C. F. Oehler, Sacramento. 

Prayer for consecration by Mrs. Lothammer, Sacramento. 

The delegates then presented their credentials, which were en- 
rolled as follows : 

Sacramento—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, Mrs. Ashley, Mrs. Gruen- 
wald, Mrs. F. Meckfessel, Mrs. A. Lothammer 
(German church). 
Young People’s Society—Lilian A. Meiss (English church). 
Carrie A. Lothammer (German church). 


(33) 


a4 SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


Oakland—Mts. H. Peterson. 
Alameda—Mts. A. Kuchmeister. 
San José—Mts. L. E. Zabriskie. 
Mrs. W. Gregg. 
San Francisco—Mrs. G. G. Burnett (English church). 
Miss M. A. Falcke (German church). 
No delegates from Riverside, Los Angeles uor San Diego. 
The President declared the Convention formally organized, and 
ready to transact business. 
Rules of order were read from the chair. 
Miss K. Stuber, of Sacramento, most cordially welcomed the 
delegates in behalf of the congregation. 
The response, in behalf of the delegates, was very graciously 
given by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, of Oakland. 
Then followed the address of the President, Mrs. J. Everding : 


President’s Address. 


Dear Sisters: Again it is our pleasure to greet you in our missionary con- 
vention. Although not quite a year has passed since we last met in this ca- 
pacity, yet we trust that some good work has been done by the Auxiliaries. 
It was a pleasure to me to meet the members of our church in Alameda and 
assist in the formation of another Auxiliary Society. We are gradually in- 
creasing in numbers, and we look to a more extended membership in future 
years. 

I addressed the Young People’s Society of the First Church and explained 
the Constitution and urged them to take this literature and become more ac- 
quainted with missionary work. 

In my official capacity I visited the Oakland Auxiliary Society and found, 
with pleasure, reports were encouraging. ‘The other Societies being at a dis- 
tance, I could only cheer them by letter. 

We note with thanksgiving to God the preservation of the lives of our 
members during this year and of the good report of the work of the Societies 
that I have received. While sickness has afflicted some of the officers, yet 
they are still left to cheer us with their prayers and counsels. 

I would repeat the suggestions of the last convention in urging upon our 
Societies the formation of Young People’s Auxiliaries and Children’s Bands, 
and the importance of enlisting their ardent and youthful co-operation in our 
work, 

Dr. Day, one of our foreign missionaries, has entered into his eternal rest 
since we last met. I suggest that a letter of condolence be sent to Mrs. Day 
by our Corresponding Secretary, and a resolution of sympathy with her in her 
affliction be passed by this convention, 


om, 
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Dear sisters, we are working together for a great end. Our efforts may 
seem feeble, but they are owned and approved by our Master, who gives us 
this work to do for Him. In this large and mighty State are hundreds and 
thousands of youth growing up to mature age who are without the means of 
grace which are enjoyed in other and older States. It is our high privilege to 
assist our Synod in this work of giving them churches and evangelizing the 
State. I would earnestly urge upon every Society to enable us by the next 
meeting to present to the Hlome Board a better record than ever before. Let 
us all work with diligence and faithfulness, aided by earnest prayer, for the 
accomplishment of greater and higher development of our Society. 

That a spirit of peace and harmony may prevail amongst us is my sincere 
prayer. 

An interesting letter was read from Dr. A. Kugler, a returned 
missionary, of Guntur, India. 

Greetings from Los Angeles were received, wishing special 
blessing for a profitable meeting. 

Greetings from sister churches were presented by their respect- 
ive delegates. 

A hearty greeting in behalf of the Fourteenth Street Presby- 
terian church was extended by Mrs. L. T. Hatfield, who gave an 
interesting and instructive talk on Missions, which was listened to 
with much pleasure and appreciation. 

Encouraging reports were given by the Standing Committees. 

Mrs. K. Stuber, Corresponding Secretary, read her report. 

The report of the Treasurer, Mrs. }. Walling, was next pre- 
sented. 

The report of the Chairman of the Literature Committee was 
read by the Secretary. 

Then followed the reports of Auxiliary delegates, showing that 
the work was steadily progressing. 

After the singing of a hymn, the Historian presented her report, 


as follows: 


Historian’s Report. 
SAN FRANCISCO AUXILIARY. 

This Society is in its usual good condition. Interest is increasing. Num- 
ber of members, 25; Journals taken, 8; Mission Studies, 1; amount raised 
since last convention in July, $56.50. 

ST. MATTHEW’S, GERMAN, SAN FRANCISCO, 
This Society is doing well. Mrs. Mauch, the President, is faithfully serving 
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for the third year. She takes an active part in the work, and thus encourages 
the members greatly. Number of members, 54; Journals taken, 4; amount 
of funds raised for all purposes, $78.70. 


OAKLAND, ENGLISH, AUXILIARY 


Reports an increased interest and attendance in our Society. Great attention 
is given to the literature furnished by our General Society. Topic cards are 
used. Number of members, 23; number of Journals, 8; Mission Studies, 1; 
funds sent to General Treasurer, $14.10. 


LOS ANGELES AUXILIARY 


Reports satisfactory progress and interest. Number of members, 20; num- 
ber of Journals taken, 16; Mission Studies, r. Amount of funds raised for all 


purposes, $30.90. 
SACRAMENTO ENGLISH AUXILIARY. 


This society reports fairly prosperous. Number of members, 26; the 
attendance averages 12; the meetings are interesting and profitable. We use 
topic and Bible reading. A box of clothing, pictures, etc., was sent by us to 
the Indians last Christmas. Amount of funds raised for all purposes, $24.40; 
number of Journals taken, 7; Mission Studies, 3. 


SACRAMENTO GERMAN AUXILIARY, 


Our society has been earnestly at work in the missionary spirit. Our presi- 
dent and members are fully devoted to the work. Number of members, 56; 
amount of funds raised for all purposes, including a payment on their church 
debt, $211.75. 

SAN DIEGO AUXILIARY. 

Our society very nearly disbanded. Miss Young, our efficient President, re- 
moved to Los Angeles. Our pulpit was vacant a long time. We lost interest 
in the society. Now we are hoping for a renewed spirit of activity, as we have 
a pastor again. 

SAN JOSE AUXILIARY. 

The standing of our society is fair. Number of members, 22; average 
attendance, 8. Number of Journals ‘taken, 20; Mission Studies, 2. Funds 
raised during the time since last convention, $22.00. The pastor always 
attends, and deep interest is taken in the work. 


RIVERSIDE AUXILIARY. 

Amount of money raised, $12.65; number of Journals taken, 10; Mission 
Studies, 2; children’s papers, 25; members, 9. Much interest is felt in the 
meetings. 

ALAMEDA AUXILIARY. 

This society was organized September 1, 1897. Number of members, 25: 

Funds raised, $12.40. 


The President appointed the following committees : 
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List of Committees. 

Auditing Committee—Mrs. G. G. Burnett, Miss Falcke. 

President's Address and Hitstorian’s Report—Miss Stuber, Mrs. 
Zabriskie. 

Letters, Greetings and Papers—Mrs. Oehler, Miss Peterson, 

Resolutions—Mrs. Hoskinson, Mrs. J. E. Bushnell. 

Literature Committee--Mrs. J. Walling, Mrs. Nelander. 

Daily Papers—Mts. Ashley, Mrs. Gruenwald. 

Observer—Mrs. G. G. Burnett. 

Missionary Journal—Miss M. R. Love. 

Church Papers—Mrts. J. E. Bushnell. 

The World—Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

Brief addresses were made by members of the Convention 
concerning mission’ work, which were listened to with much 
interest. 

The Corresponding Secretary was instructed to send a letter 
of sympathy and -regret at her absence to Mrs. Wm. Moller, of 
Oakland. 

After singing hymn, “Blest be the Tie that Binds,” sentence | 
prayers were engaged in. 

Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson here extended an invitation to attend a 
reception to be given Friday evening in the parlors of the Eng- 
lish church. 

The session closed by singing the Doxology. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 9: 30 A. M. 
The session opened with devotional service, conducted by 
Mrs. J. Walling, of Oakland. 
Hymn 213, Book of Worship. 
Responsive Scripture reading, Romans 8th chapter. 
Offering of prayer for consecration by Miss K. Stuber, of 
Sacramento. 
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After the calling of the roll, minutes were read and on motion 
approved. 
The various committees then presented reports as follows: 


Report of Auditing Committee. 
We, the Committee appointed for that purpose, have examined the reports 
of the Treasurer and Secretary, and find them correct in all respects. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. G. BURNETT, 
Miss A. FALCKE. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 
Your Committee have examined the President’s address, and would recom- 
mend that it be approved and printed in the minutes, 
We call especial attention to the following points: 
1. That we rejoice in the progress of various Auxiliaries, and especially that 
a new society has been formed in the German church of Alameda. 
. 2. That we seek to respond to the appeals for assisting new churches. 
3. That we continue to urge upon taking and reading missionary literature. 
4. Found it full of enthusiasm, and the future work is promising to en- 
courage a greater interest among the Christian Endeavor Societies and Chil- 
dren’s Band. 
5. That a letter of condolence be sent to Mrs. Day. 
6. That the success of the work greatly depends upon individual consecra- 
tion to our Lord and Master. 
Respectfully submitted, Miss K. SFUBER, 
Mrs. L. ZABRISKIE. 


Report of Committee on Historian’s Report. 

Your Committee have examined the Historian’s report and recommend that 
it be approved and printed in the Minutes of the Convention. 

1. That we appreciate the faithful work done by our worthy Historian» 
Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

2. Reports satisfactory progress and interest in various Auxiliaries. 

3. Showing spiritual growth and progress in many respects in the addition 
of two new societies. 
; Respectfully submitted, Mrs. L. ZABRISKIE, 

Miss K. STUBER. 


Report of Committee on Literature Committee. 

We find by the report of the Literature Committee that the interest of the 
Auxiliary Societies in this matter is not as it should be, and we find that some 
of the societies take no literature at all, and we recommend that more atten- 
tion be paid to this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. WALLING, 
Mrs, E,. NELANDER,. 
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Report of Committee on Resolutions. 
. Resolved, That we acknowledge the loving and watchful care of our 
Heavenly Father in bringing us together again in convention, and His favor 
and guidance as manifested in the progress of our work during the past year. 

Leesolved, That we express by a rising vote our hearty appreciation of the 
cordial hospitality extended to us by the Lutheran churches of Sacramento. 

Resolved, That we heartily thank all our synodical officers for the very 
efficient conduct of the duties assigned them. ' 

Resolved, That we urge each member to make a special effort to raise one 
dollar toward the Thank-offering for the Jubilee Meeting, to be held at the 
next General Convention. 

Resolved, That we earnestly thank Mrs. G. G. Burnett, our delegate, who so 
ably represented us in the last Biennial Convention, for her kindness in re- 
fusing to present a bill for traveling expenses, anc that we hereby acknow- 
ledge the present surplus in our treasury to be due entirely to her unselfish 
generosity. 

Resolved, That we express our sympathy to the General Secretary of our 
Foreign Missionary Board, Rey. Dr. Scholl, in view of his serious accident, 
and are glad to learn that he is recovering his strength. 

WHEREAS, God in his infinite wisdom has taken from us our beloved Dr. 
David A. Day; 

Resolved, st, That in his death the Lutheran Church and the whole cause 
of Missions has lost a most faithful and efficient leader, and devoted man of 
God. 

Resolved, 2d, That we feel grateful to God for the life of this modern hero 
of Christian faith. : 

Resolved, 3d, That we deeply sympathize with his wife in her great loss, 
and in returning to her field of labor and sacrifice to continue the Master’s 
work, We express our admiration for her devotion, and pray God’s richest 
blessings upon all her efforts. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Mrs. J. E. BUSHNELL. 

Mrs. Campbell, of the Presbyterian church, was here introduced 
by the President, and received as an advisory member. 

Recess was taken in order to invite the Synod to visit conven- 
tion. 

After singing a hymn, brief and interesting addresses were 
- made by the ministers and laymen, encouraging us in our work. 

Prayers were offered for the safety of our country. 

Hymn, “ My Faith looks Up to Thee,” was then sung, after 
which Mrs. C. F. Oehler read a paper on “ The. Death of Dr. 
Day.” ‘ 
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Mrs. E. Nelander read an interesting paper on “ How to Win 
and Interest the Children.” 

Solo, Miss Carrie Lothammer. , 

An interesting paper on “ Our Needs” was read by Mrs. W. 
S. Hoskinson, of Sacramento. 

The singing of the doxology closed the sessicn. 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 2 O’CLOCK P. M. 

The session opened with devotional service led by Mrs. J. E. 
Bushnell, of Oakland. 

Hymn 149, Book of Worship. 

Reading of the 46th Psalm. 

Calling of the roll. 

Minutes read and approved. 

Under the head of new business, Mrs. G. G. Burnett, San 
Francisco, brought before the meeting the subject of the Thanks- 
giving Memorial Cards, urging that each Society take some and 
raise the desired amount. 

On motion, the Corresponding Secretary was instructed to 
communicate with the various Auxiliaries, and ascertain how 
many cards could be used. 

The Secretary was requested to send a letter of sympathy to 
Dr. G. Scholl, Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

Bills were then presented and, on motion, ordered paid. 

Miss Stuber kindly donated the amount of her expenses. 

The cordial invitation to meet in San Diego next year was 
accepted. 

The election of officers being next in order, the President ap- 
pointed Mrs. L. Zabriskie and Miss Falcke as tellers. 

The following were elected for the ensuing year : 

President—Mrts. W. S. Hoskinson, Sacramento. 

First Vice-President—Mrs. J. E. Bushnell, Oakland. 
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Second Vice-President—Mrs. C. F. Oehler, Sacramento. 

Recording Secretary—Miss M. R. Love, San Francisco. 

Corresponding Secretary—Miss K. Stuber, Sacramento. 

Treasurer—Mrs. J. Walling, Oakland. 

Lfistorian—Mrs. §. E, Bittle-Myers, Oakland. 

Mrs. J. Everding was duly elected delegate to the General 
Convention, with Mrs. G. G. Burnett as alternate. 

The incoming President appointed the Literature Committee : 
Mrs. Ashley, Sacramento ; Mrs. Lothammer, Mrs. C. F. Oehler, 
Sacramento. 

On motion, the sum of thirty dollars was sent to the General 
Fund. 

A collection amounting to $4.25 was taken for the Synodical 
Fund. 

Miss Stuber here announced that luncheon would be served 
Saturday in the parlors of the church. 

Mrs. Everding, the retiring President, after a few closing re- 
marks, thanked the officers for their efficient support. 

A rising vote of thanks was extended the ladies for their ex- 
ceeding kindness and hospitality. 

On Monday afternoon at two o’clock the Synod and delegates 
assembled at the church, where carriages were kindly provided 
to convey them to all points of interest around the city. 

In the evening a delightful entertainment and BSS EON was 
given by the young people of the church. 

Session adjourned with prayer by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 


SUNDAY EVENING. 


The anniversary service was held in the auditorium of the 
church, Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers presiding. 

Hymn, “ My Faith looks up to Thee.” 

Address, “ Deaconess Work,” by Mrs. G. G. Burnett, San Fran- 
cisco. 
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Address, “The Outlook,” by Mrs. Ashley, Sacramento. 

“ Home Missions,” by Dr. S. B. Barnitz, Western Secretary of 
the Board of Home Missions. 

“Lutherans in All Lands,” by Dr. J. E. Bushnell, Oakland. 

The music rendered by the choir was excellent. 

The collection, amounting to $12.66, was donated to the Board 
of Home Missions. 

Benediction pronounced by Rev. E. Nelander, San Francisco, 
closed the Convention. 

MINNIE R. LOVE, 
Recording Secretary. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 1899-1900. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rev. J. W. BALL, 831 S. Hope St., Los Angeles, Cal. 


Rev. G. H 


SHCRETARY. 


. HILLERMAN, 154 Orange St., Riverside, Cal. 


TREASURER. 


P. S. LEISENRING, M. D., Stoll Building, Sacramento, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1899-1900. 


aa) DALE, 


Rev. J. W. BALL, 


REV 


REV. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
Rev. J. E. Hoick, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL, 
CHURCH EXTENSION. 
Rey. C. F. OEHLER, 
Rev. E. NELANDER, PH. D. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 


. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rev. WM. BRANDES, 
Rev. A, JATHO. 
EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
W.S. Hoskinson, D. D., Rev. E. NELANDER, PH. D., 


Rey. J. E. HoIck, 


. WM. KELLY, 


. H. GEHRCKE, 


Rev. H. GEHRCKE, 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Mr. G. G. BURNETT, 
P. S, LEISENRING, M. D. 
PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
Rev. A. JATHO. 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 


Mr. WM. BosBySHELL. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 
Place—San Francisco, Cal. 
Date—April 25, 1900. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


HOLY COMMUNION—SYNODICAL SERMON. 


(By the President.) 


THURSDAY EVENING. 


HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Principal. : Alternate. 
Rev. WM. BRANDES. Rev. WM. KELLY. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. Pror. P. M. FISHER. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 


DOCTRINAL—ART. IJ. AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 
Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. A. JATHO. 


PRACTICAL—PASTORAL VISITATION. 


Rev. W. 8. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN. 


FRIDAY EVENING. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Rey. J. E. HOICK. P. S. LEISENRING, M. D. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES. 


Rev. WM. KELLY. Rev. H. GEHRCKE. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


San Diego, Cal., April 12-16, 1899. 


SAN D1EcO, Cau., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 1899, 7:45 P. M. 

The Ninth Annual Convention of California Synod assembled 
in the First English Lutheran church of San Diego, Cal., Rev. 
J. E. Hoick, pastor. The liturgical service was conducted by 
Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D., C. F. Oehler and Rev. E. 
Nelander, Ph. D., President of Synod, who preached the Synodi- 
cal Sermon, from the text 1 Sam. xvii. 45, upon the theme “ The 
Final Triumph of Christianity.”” Synodical Communion followed. 


oo aie 


FIRST SESSION. . 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 1899, 9 A. M. 
After a half hour’s devotional service, led by Rev. J. W. Ball, of 
Los Angeles, the Synod was formally opened by the use of the 
Morning Service (old order) conducted by the President. 
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The clerical roll was called and lay delegates received and 
enrolled : 


~ 
Synodical Roll. 

at CLERICAL, | RESIDENCE, Lay. 
ae | 
zis) 
aS 
1836) S. Sprecher, D.D., LL.D.,a.c.\San Diego. 
1862| M. W. Hamma, a. ¢....----| Washington, D.C. 
1876} Wm. Kelly ......-..----- Oakland. 
1877|J.S. Moser, a, .--.--...-.--.|Salem, Va. 
1879| W. S. Hoskinson, D. D..... Sacramento...... Frank Meckfessel, a. e. 
1881) J. Schmierer, @....--.-++-+ Monrovia. 
1882) J. E. Bushnell, D. D., a. 2.---| Winchester, Va. 
1887| A. Jatho, @. €....-+-+s2 eee |Oakland. 
espero Cs laa CMll enna gars aaco qs Sacramento. ....- ¥red. Meckfessel. 
1889| Wm. Brandes ......--..-. Alameda’.......- L. Buslach, a. e. 
1889| E. Nelander, Ph. D.........-/San Francisco..../J. D. McMurry, a. e. 
1891/V.G. A. Tressler ........-./San José .--...-- |A. L. Redtke, a. e. 
1892| H. Gehrcke ...0.4--s..005 San Francisco....|L. Wass, @. e. 
1¥892|O. H. Gruver, @. .......-.- Punxsutawney, Pa. 
WSOAI Vo Waal isis etaieleletwinla tetrad! Los Angeles ..... Wm. Bosbyshell. 
1864) BHoick en seeatere ace (San Diego... - 53. H. Seebold, 
1896)|G. H. Hillerman..).. 22... Riverside se s\e\ein 'D. L. Kinser, a. e. 
-+--|L.C. Routzahn, @. ¢........ |Arroyo Grande. _ | 

a. Absent. a. e, Absent and excused. 


President’s Report. 


Beloved Brethren: During the closing hours of our last Synodical meeting 
the booming of cannon announced the declaration of war with Spain. Rail- 
road trains were hurrying soldiers to the front; monster ironclads were 
gathering in battle array. In the mercy of God the tempest of war speedily 
passed, and we can now look back upon the past memorable year as a wise 
and merciful discipline, and, as we hope, the seed-time of glorious blessings 
for our beloved country. The clouds of war are in the main dispelled, and 
while we thank God who gave us the victory, we do well to pray, 


““Lord God of hosts be with us yet, 
Lest we forget.” 


There is, however, a war that is not yet ended—the crusade against Satan 
and sin. Every council ofthe Christian church is a council of war. For 
thus it is written, “The Lord will have war with Amalek, from generation to 
generation.” We are, however, of good cheer, for the Captain of our Salva- 
tion is with us. “In His name” is our watchword. With that name on our 
lips and in our hearts we will go on until He shall open the gates of the 
Kingdom unto us. JI herewith submit my official acts during the year. 
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RESIGNATIONS AND DISMISSALS. 

In July, Rev. Leo Geick, having received a call from a circuit of German 
Lutheran churches near Thornburg, Nebraska, applied for dismission to the. 
German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska, which has been granted. 

Rey. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., notified me of his resignation from the Oakland 
Charge, which took effect September 30th, since which time he has written me 
to the effect that he desires, pending his temporary residence in Virginia, to 
continue his relations with this Synod. 

Rev. V. G. A. Tressler of San Jos‘, informed me in March that he had 
notified the Mission Board and congregation of his resignation, to take effect 
July Ist, he having determined upon a year’s study in Germany. 

Rev. E. Unangst, D. D., in a letter dated April 3d, informs me that he now 
has his home residence in Hollidaysburg, Pa. At his request, he was granted 
a letter of dismissal to the Alleghany Synod. 


ACCESSION. 

On January 15th, Rev. William Kelly, of Philadelphia, arrived in Oakland 
and took charge of that congregaticn. On April 8th, he sent me his dismissal 
from the Synod of East Pennsylvania, and his name was enrolled as a mem- 
ber of this Synod. 

LICENSE. 

In accordance with the resolution of last year’s Synod, that the President of 
the Synod grant ad interim license to Mr. Payson Young, if in his judgment 
and that of the Examining Committee it is advisable, the President, with the 
concurrence of the Committee, issued an ad interim license to Mr. Young, 
who has since faithfully labored in Felton and Oakland. -Later he removed 
to Shelbyville, Tenn., and he is now transferred as licentiate to the Olive 
Branch Synod, where he is evidently making full proof of his ministry. His 
license expires April 20. 

Since it seems unadvisable to give a resumé of the work in each congrega- 
tion, it may suffice to note that the churches are all making a steady advance, 
and, even in places where the conditions are most unfavorabie, are more than 
holding their own. There is everywhere an increase in church membership 
and attendance. Two congregations have paid off a portion of their indebted- 
ness, and one has set aside $1,600.co for a building fund. Most favorable 
reports come in from the work in the Sunday-schools and Young People’s 
Societies. ‘There is, moreover, throughout the Synod a greater appreciation 
of our Lutheran heritage and a profounder spirituality. In this rather than 
in mere material prosperity are signs of hope for the future. While we labor 
on this Pacific coast under peculiar difficulties, we should not be unduly de- 
pressed by apparent failures. The work is the Lord’s. 

I regret to state that no official of the Home Mission Board is with us at 
this meeting. We are by no means forgotten, however. Cheering letters 
have been received from Rey. Charles S. Albert, D. D., Rev. S. B. Barnitz, 
D. D. and others, which will be laid before you at the proper time. 
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In returning this trust, I pray that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost may be with us all in 
our deliberations, that the interests of the Church may be advanced to the 
glory of God and the salvation of men. 

Respectfully submitted, EDWARD NELANDER. 


The report was received and referred to the proper committee. 
Treasurer’s Report. (Appendix A.) 

The Treasurer presented his report, which was referred to the 
Auditing Committee. 

Election of Officers. 

Tellers: Revs. G. H. Hillerman and Wm. Brandes. Election 
resulted as follows : 

President—Reyv. J. W. Ball. 

Secretary—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Treasurer—P. 8. Leisenring, M. D. 

The newly elected officers at once took their places. 

On motion, the hours of business sessions were fixed at 9 a. m. 
to' 12m. 5 13 303p. Mto 45:20) ps Mm. 

Revision of Constitution. 

On motion, the Committee on Revision of the Constitution 
made its report. 

Moved and seconded that report be considered seviatim. 
. Carried. 

Later, on motion, the entire report was referred back to the 
Committee, which was to be increased by three members, to re- 
port in one year. 

Adjourned with prayer by Dr. Hoskinson. 


SECOND SESSION. 


THURSDAY, I : 30 P. M. 
Synod called to order by the President. Prayer by Rey. J. E. 
Hoick. . 
. After roll call, the minutes were read and approved. 
The President then announced the following committees : 
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List of Committees. 

1. President’s Report—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and 
J. E. Hoick. 

2. Letters and Papers—Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., and Mr. H. 
Seebold. 

3. Apportionment—Rev. H. Gehrcke and Mr. Fred. Meck- 
fessel. 

4. Absentees and Excuses—Revs. G. H. Hillerman and Wm. 
Kelly. 

5. Treasurer's Report—Rev. C. F. Oehler and Mr. Wm. Bosby- 
shell. 

6. Parochial Reports—Revs. J. W. Ball* and Wm. Brandes. 

7. Resolutions and Temperance—Revs. V.G. A. Tressler, C. F. 
Oehler and Mr. Fred. Meckfessel. 

8. Religious Services—Revs. J. E. Hoick and G. H. Hillerman. 

9. Excess and Deficit—Rev. Wm. Kelly and Mr. H. Seebold. 

10. Sunday-schools and Young People’s Societies—Revs. C. F. 
Oehler and Wm. Kelly. 

11. State of the Church—Revs. Wm. Brandes and E. Ne- 
lander, Ph. D. 

12. Systematic Beneficence—Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., and H. 
Gehrcke. 

13. Minutes of Last Synod—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., 
V. G. A. Tressler and Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell. 

14. Revision of Constitution—Revs. V.G. A. Tressler, G. H. 
Hillerman, W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., C. F. Oehler and E. Ne- 
lander, Ph. D. 

Reporters for Papers. 

The following were appointed to report the proceedings of 
Synod to the different papers : 

Observer—Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D. 

World—Prof. S. P. Davidson. 

LEvangelist—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Kirchenfreund—Rev. H. Gehrcke. 

Zion’s-Bote—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

Local Datlies—Rev. J. E. Hoick. 


* Substituted for Rev. J. E. Hoick by motion of Synod. 
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The Committee on Letters and Papers read letters from Revs. 
C. S. Albert, D. D., S. B. Barnitz, D. D., H. C. Haithcox, D. D., 
J. E. Bushnell, D. D., and Mr. G. G. Bunter’, 

Greetings were eee from Dr. Sprecher through his pecs 
Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Parochial Reports. 

The Parochial Reports were then read and handed to the 
proper committee. (See Appendix D, pp. 24 and 25.) 

On motion, Dr. Hoskinson was appointed Treasurer fro fem., 
on account of the necessary absence of the Treasurer-elect. 


Report on Home Missions. 

Rev. G. H. Hillerman was heard in regard to the work at 
Riverside ; Rev. Wm. Kelly in regard to Oakland, and Rey. J. E. 
Hoick in regard to San Diego. 

On motion, these reports were referred to the Home Mission 


Committee. 
Amendment to the Constitution 


presented by Rev. C. F. Oehler, to be acted on in one year: 


Resolved, Yhat the election of the officers of Synod as provided for under 
Art. 16, 7th point, of the present Constitution, be hereafter inserted under the 
same Art. under point 18, putting the election of officers previous te adjourn- 
ment of Synod. 


Report of Committee on Presentation of New Order of Blanks on State 
of Church. 

Your Committee having in charge the preparation and presentation to our 
Synod of new blanks on the State of the Church, would respectfully report 
that, after due consideration, it believes that a specific form of blank as here- 
tofcre used is not conducive to gathering the information desired, and learning 
the spiritual life and activities of the individual churches, Certain questions 
are already covered in’the information of the parochial reports, others are 
irrelevant and some even impertinent; to some no definite answer can be | 
given, owing to the impossibility of securing the desired information. 

Therefore we recommend you that hereafter no blanks be used, but that 
each pastor be required to annually present to the Standing Committee on 
the State of the Church a written report of matters pertaining to the spiritual 
index of his congregation, and that the committee collate its report from said 
information. V. G. A. TRESSLER. 


Report and recommendation adopted. 
Adjourned with prayer by Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 


THURSDAY, 7:45 P. M. 

The liturgical services were conducted by Revs. W. S. Hoskin- 
son, D. D., C. F. Oehler and Wm. Kelly. 

Rev. C. F. Oehler made an address on “Four Home Mission 
Fields,” text, Luke xxiv. 47. Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D., followed 
with an address in behalf of Church Extension, on the theme, 
“The Missionary’s Right-Hand Helper.” 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14TH, 1899, 9 A. M. 
After devotional service led by Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, Synod 
was called to order by the President. 
Prayer by Rev. C. F. Oehler. 
Roll call. 
Adoption of the minutes. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 
Committee on President’s Report submitted the following : 


Your Committee on President’s Report are pleased to note the hopeful out- 
look for our work in this state as shown in this report. We see that the 
license of Mr. Payson Young expires at this time, and call attention of Synod 
to it that they may take some action if that be desirable. 

No recommendations do we find requiring special action. 

Respectfully submitted, W.S. HOSKINSON, 
J: E. HOICK. 

On motion of Rey. V. G. A. Tressler, the Committee on State 
of the Church was made a Standing Committee. 

Moved and seconded, that for this year this Synod elect a rep- 
resentative on the Board of Trustees of Tressler Orphans’ Home. 
Carried. 

Election resulted as follows: Trustee, Rev. V. G. A. Tressler ; 


alternate, Mr. Wm. Bosbyshell. 
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Committee on Minutes of Synod. 


Your Committee on the Minutes of Synod would report: 

(1) On p. 12 we find a resolution as to considering communicant members 
as apportionment members. Has this been done? 

(2) On p. 15 we find that a committee of three was appointed to submit a 
new list of questions on the state of the Church. Has this been done? 

(3) On p. 16 is a resolution that the application of St. Mark’s German 
Lutheran church of Oakland be presented to the Board of Church Extension, - 
Has this been done? 

(4) On p. 19 the President of Synod was appointed to the California Con- 
ference of Augustana Synod. Did he fulfill this duty? 

(5) On p. 21 we find resolutions pertaining to Sunday-school matters. Have 
the resolutions been heeded? 

(6) On p. 23 is a resolution that the greetings of this Synod be sent to North 
Carolina Synod. Has this been done? 

The mechanical work on the Minutes we find neatly done. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
V. G. A. TRESSLER, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 

The report was considered sevzatim., 

Item 1. Sacramento, English, no; Sacramento, German, no ; 
Alameda, yes; San Frarcisco, English, yes; San José, yes; San 
Francisco, German, no ; Los Angeles, yes ; San Diego, yes ; River- 
side, yes; Oakland, English, don’t know; Oakland, German 


(absent). 
Ite my2cqeN es: 
Item 3.,. Yies. 


Item 4. Could not go, but appointed Rev. G. H. Hillerman, 
who presented his credentials to the Conference. 

Ttem.5. Yes. 

Ttemv6., Ves: 

Adopted as a whole. 

On motion, the Treasurer pro ¢em. was instructed to make out 
a report supplementary to the Treasurer’s, the same to be incor- 
porated in the minutes. 

Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


Your Committee on Letters and Papers would respectfully report as follows: - 

Cheering and helpful letters have been received from Rey. Charles S. 
Albert, D. D., President, and Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of 
the Board of Home Missions. Also from Rey. H. C. Haithcox, D. D., Gen- . 
eral Secretary of the Board of Education. It is a matter of special dis- 
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appointment that these official representatives of the Board of Home Missions 
and the Board of Education could not be present at this Convention of our 
Synod. 

A letter of greeting, with enclosure of $5.00, has been received from Rev. 
J. E. Bushnell, D. D.. The donation is gratefully acknowledged, and it is 
recommended that the amount be credited to the apportionment of the Oak- 
land congregation. A letter of greeting, with excellent suggestions as to the 
raising of the apportionment, has been received from Mr. G. G. Burnett, 
which is highly appreciated. All the above communications have been read 
before the Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
HENRY SEEBOLD. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions. 

Your Committee begs to report: 

Two churches have been especially brought to the attention of your Com- 
mittee for advisement, viz: Riverside and San Diego. With reference to the 
above-named points, we submit as follows: 

I. RIVERSIDE. 

1. We heartily recommend its continuance, and that efforts be made by the 
faithful missionary there to open work at Redlands, to be conducted in con- 
junction with Riverside. 

II. SAN DIEGO, 
We urgently recommend that— 
1. The Board of Church Extension be petitioned to grant a loan of $850.00 


to this church. 
2. All moneys in the Synodical Treasury after the close of the sessions of 
Synod be donated to this congregation. 
3. The local churches and moneyed individuals of the Synod bestow such aid 
as they may be able to give, and 
4. The pastor of this church be granted the privilege of our churches for 
such canvas as he may make. 
Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
Vv. G. A. TRESSLER, 
FRED. MECKFESSEL. 
Report considered seviatim. 
Item- I., 1. Adopted. 
Item II., 1. Adopted. 
Item JI., 2. Adopted. 
Item II., 3. Adopted. 
Item II., 4. Adopted. : 
Report adopted as a whole. 
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Report of Auditing Committee. 
Your Committee to whom the examination of the Treasurer’s Report was — 
referred, report that we have examined the Treasurer’s book and the annual 


reports, and find everything correct. 
Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
WM. BOSBYSHELL. 


Moved and seconded, that the Treasurer of Synod be and is 
hereby instructed not to divert the money of Synod from one 
fund to another. 

Motion carried. 

On motion, time of adjournment was extended to 12: 30 p. m. 

On motion, the doctrinal and practical discussion this after- 
noon is to be limited to one hour and a half. 

The following telegram was read : 

“ Greeting from Evangelical Lutheran Rocky Mountain Synod. Read Co- 
lossians iii. 16,” 

Authorized by Synod, the President and Secretary returned 
greetings with 2 Tim. ii. 3. 

State of Church. 

After a careful study of the reports on State of Church, your Committee 
finds that they are not complete enough to justify a detailed statement. There 
are, however, sufficient data to lead us to believe that our congregations are 
making a steady advance, both as to outward increase in membership and - 
strength, and as:to growth in grace. 

Excellent showing is made in the work of the Sunday-schools and Young 
People’s Societies. There are undoubtedly great obstacles to be overcome, 
but the progress made promises, under God, a coming again with rejoicing if 
we press on, trusting in the Lord. 

The Committee has no suggestions to offer except to emphasize previous 
recommendations as to catechetical instruction and more devoted faithfulness 
to all the means of grace. 

Respectfully submitted, W. BRANDES, 
E. NELANDER. 


Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Apportionment. 
The Committee on Apportionment made its report (see Appen-: 
dix b), which was adopted. 
Mr. H. Seebold presented an invitation to the Synod to partici- 
pate in an excursion over the electric railway and to Coronado 
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Beach. In regard to this invitation, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Lesolved, That the Synod accepts the invitation to visit Coronado Beach 
and University Heights, and extends its thanks to Messrs. E. S. Babcock and 
Joseph Flint for their generous invitafion. 

An invitation was extended by Rev. E. Nelander, pastor, to 
Synod to meet in its Tenth Annual Convention in the English 
Lutheran church at San Francisco, and was accepted unanimously. 

Adjourned with prayer by Dr. Nelander. 


’ 


FOURTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 1: 30 P. M. 
Synod called to order by the President. 
Opening prayer by Rev. Wm. Kelly. 
After the calling of the roll, the minutes were read and ap- 
proved. 

Synod then participated in a doctrinal discussion on the “ First 
Article of the Augsburg Confession,’’ opened by Rev. J. W. Ball; 
and in a practical discussion on “ Catechisation,” opened by Rev. 
E. Nelander, Ph. D. 

On motion, Synod adjourned for one-half hour to visit the con- 
vention of the W. H. & F. M. Society of California Synod. 

Synod then reconvened, and the report of the Committee on 
Absentees and Excuses was read as follows : 


Report of the Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses would recommend that the fol- 
lowing members be excused from attendance upon the sessions of Synod: 
Revs. S. Sprecher, D. D., L.L. D., M. W. Hamma, D. D., J. E. Bushnell, D. 
D., A. Jatho, L. C. Routzahn, and Messrs. Frank Meckfessel, L. Buslach, J. 
D. McMurry, A. L. Redtke, L. Wass and D. L. Kinser. 

Respectfully submitted, G. H. HILLERMAN, 
WM. KELLY. 


Report adopted. 
Revs. Shaw, of the U. P. Church and McCausland, of the M. E. 


Church South, were introduced and recognized. 
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Report of Committee on Sunday-Schools and Young People’s Societies. 

Your Committee on Sunday-Schools and Young People’s Societies submit 
the following report: ~, 

Comparing the records of the past year with that of the year before, we find 
that we have within our Synod the same number of Sunday-schools with an 
increase of five officers and teachers and also a remarkable increase for bene- 
volence, but a decrease of forty-two scholars. 

Our Young People’s Societies, however, have not only held their own, but 
enjoyed an increase of thirty-one members, as well as a marked increase for 
local expenses and benevolence. 

Considering the general condition of affairs in our State, we consider this a 
very good and hopeful report, hoping that the decreases of the past year will 
be more than made up in the coming year. Allow us to submit a comparison 
for the past two years. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
1897-’98. 1898-99. 
II 


Number of schools .....-..... noSaue Bats UnBoees Ir 
Officers and teachers ...........- SOS coDNe Cone eciss 139 144 
Scholars. ....... seeieite See aes yeheieate cearsteteaotoie reer 1,414 1,372 
Contributions to local objects......-- Obes ec see $1,247 40 $1,108 69 
Contributions to benevolence ..........--+-- Sd oabe 236 OI 416 13 
YOUNG PEOPLES’ SOCIETIES. 
Number of Young Peoples’ Societies..............- I Ir 
Number of members .......-.....- wie) sie «eis wie ol= gles 290 321 
Contributions forslocaltobjactS re = ssreforejnis/slerel oe leleherer*is $295 17 $388 26 
Contribution for benevolence. «lcreiiete crcre sisi’ aero 124 85 162 15 


We recommend, (1) That in consideration of the great importance of the 
Sunday-school as a nursery for the Church, our pastors would annually preach 
a sermon in relation to this work, inviting the codperation of parents and 
teachers in making the Sunday-school a greater success. 

(2) That the pastors organize regular weekly teachers’ meetings for the 
training and instruction of the teachers, so that the latter may become more 
qualified for their responsible work, sowing thé precious seed of the gospel and 
bringing their scholars in closer relation to Christ their Saviour. 

(3) We also recommend that Luther’s small catechism, besides the regular 
lessons, be freely used in our Sunday-schools, and that only Lutheran litera- 
ture be distributed; and, 

(4) We again recommend that our Secretary be instructed to urge our 
representative on the International Lesson Committee to effect a better con- 
formity of the Sunday-school lessons with the lessons of the Church year. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
WM. KELLY. ; 


Report was adopted, and Synod then adjourned with prayer 
by Rev. Wm. Brandes. 
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EVENING SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 14, 7 : 30 P. M. 
The liturgical services were conducted by Rev. V. G. A. Tress- 
ler, San José. 
Rey. G. H. Hillerman, Riverside, presented the subject “ Luth- 
eran Deaconesses,” and Rev. H. Gehrcke, San Francisco, de- 
livered an address on “ Our Missionary Duties.” 


FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1899, 9 A. M. 
After devotional service, conducted by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
D. D., Synod was called to order by the President, and prayer 
was offered by Rev. J. E. Hoick, followed by roll call and an- 
nouncement of Standing Committees (see page 3). 
The following telegram was read : 
“Cordial greetings. Excuse absence. God’s richest blessing to all. 
“M. W. HAMMA.” 
Report of Committee on Religious Services. 


SUNDAY MORNING AND EVENING. 
Rey. E. Nelander, Ph. D., First Lutheran, Los Angeles. 
SUNDAY MORNING. 
Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., Congregational, San Diego. 
Rev. Wm. Kelly, First M. E., San Diego. 
Rey. J. W. Ball, First Presbyterian, San Diego. 
Rey. G. H. Hillerman, M. E. South, San Diego. 
Rey. C. F. Oehler, First Lutheran, San pee 
Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOICK, 
G. H. HILLERMAN. 
Report adopted. 
Report of Committee on Parochial Reports. 
Report of Committee on Parochial Reports was read and 


adopted. (See Appendix D.) 
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Addition to Treasurer’s Report. 


From Oakland church— 


Wor Foreign Missions ’-.%..0.- osvee cs 1002 oe tat acelate ee nes $10 00 
For Church Extension 22.0 .-000 e+ s5 ects secre cesererosrcce se 16 50 
For Synodical Treasury ...+++ seeeee cece ee eect cece ee ee ce cenes 5 00 
TD Otalll se ie aveis} oiese », aiej/evesehelovele.syslecs + rejster™ iol sisiaie\sinleleiosnto¥a]» seleens $31 50 

From San Diego—for Synodical Treasury.--.+++++++++eeeee rere ee Deis 
(OTe Ole ercdiame Hes soda Ooh sgn SAUD AGE COE ONS $35 05 


W. S. HOSKINSON, Treasurer pro tem. 
Report adopted. 


Systematic Benevolence. 


Your Committee on Systematic Benevolence find that the total benevolence 
for 1898 was $1862.92, and for 1899 $1691.22, a reduction of $171.70. We 
have reason to believe that this is not so much the result of a decrease in the 
mission spirit on the part of the people, as rather because one church failed to 
get in its report on time and another to make provision in time fully intended. 
We would urge pastors and delegates to arrange these matters as early as pos- 
sible, that our churches may make full and creditable reports. 

E. NELANDER, 
H. GEHRCKE. 

Report adopted. 

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay the janitor of 
San Diego Church $5.00 for services during the sessions of Synod. 
The President then read the 


Program for the Next Synod. 


(See page 4.) 
Program approved. 


Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit 


Was read and adopted. (See Appendix C.) 

The question was asked: ‘“ Have you raised your apportion- 
ment in full? If not, why not?” and the following answers were 
given: 

Alameda: Yes, with excess. 

San Francisco, German: Yes, with excess. 

Los Angeles: Yes. 

San Diego: Yes. 

Riverside: Yes, with excess. 


if 
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Oakland, German: No ; could not, because of extra heavy local 
expenses. 

Sacramento, German: Yes, with excess. 

Oakland, English: No; without pastor nearly 9 months. 

San Francisco, English: No; could not under circumstances. 

Sacramento, English: No; could not under circumstances. 

San José: No; continued drouth, and material depression. 

Moved, by Dr. Hoskinson, that we have 300 copies of the 
Minutes of Synod and Woman’s Convention printed, and that the 
same be distributed among the churches in proportion to the 
amounts they have contributed to the Synodical Treasury. 

Motion carried. 


Resolutions. 


1. Resolved, That the hearty thanks of the California Synod be extended to 
to the pastor and people of the First English Lutheran Church of San Diego 
for their kind reception and entertainment, also to the ladies of the church for 
their bountiful repasts and beautiful decorations, and to the choir for their val- 
uable assistance, and to the newspapers of this city for their extended notices 
of our sessions. 

The above resolution shall be publicly read at the Sunday services by a mem- 
ber of the Synod. 

2. Resolved, That the Synod express its high appreciation of the long con- 
tinued and efficient services of Brother J. Everding as Treasurer of California 
Synod, he having performed the functions of that office from the organization 
of the Synod until the present time with the utmost fidelity and painstaking 
care, and in such a way as to merit the high regard of the Synod, which is 
' herewith expressed. 

3. Resolved, That we have received with profound pleasure the greetings of 
that father in Israel, the Rev. Dr. S. Sprecher, whose name in all Lutheran 
circles is a synonym for splendid service, profound erudition and simple piety; 
that we rejoice to learn of his continued vitality and unabated interest in the 
Church of his love; and that we pray God’s richest blessing upon him. 

4. Resolved, That this Synod reiterates its previous declarations upon the 
subject of temperance. 

5. Resolved, That the clerical members of our Synod be reminded of their 
bounden duty to keep a complete church record of all their official transac- 
tions for future reference. 

Respectfully submitted, VG. A. TRESSEER, 
C. F. OEHLER, 
FRED MECKFESSEL. 


Report considered sevzatim. 
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Item 1. Adopted. 

Item 2. Adopted. 

Item 3. Adopted. 

Item 4. Adopted. 

Item 5. Adopted. 

Report adopted as a whole. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. C. F. Oehler : 


Resolved, That in view of the fact that Rev. V. G. A. Tressler, a beloved 
member of California Synod, intends to leave the boundaries of our State to 
go to Germany, in order to take a special course in theology; and in consid- 
eration that he has done a faithful and efficient work in San José, we as a 
Synod regret his departure from our midst, and at the same time wish him 
God’s richest blessings upon his future undertakings. 

Adopted by rising vote and prayer by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Dep: 


Moved and seconded that the election of delegates to the Gen- 
eral Synod, as reported at the last convention of California Synod, 
be rescinded, and that the credentials that have been issued be 
recalled, and that a new election be entered into. 

After discussion, the motion was adopted by unanimous vote. 

On motion, the Secretary cast the ballot of the Synod for the 
following delegates to the Thirty-ninth General Synod from Cali- 
fornia Synod: Clerical, Revs. M. W. Hamma, D. D., and J. W. 
Ball; lay, Messrs. G. G. Burnett and Wm. Bosbyshell, and these 
persons were declared the official delegates. 

The minutes were then read and approved. 

On motion, Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. V. G. A. 
Tressler, to meet in the First English Lutheran church of San 
Francisco, Rev. E. Neiander, Ph. D., pastor, April 25, 1900. 


G. H. HILLERMAN, 


Secretary. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL I5TH, 1899, 2: 30 P. M. 

The Eighth Annual Convention of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society assembled in the parlors of the First 
English Lutheran Chutch of San Diego, Cal., Rev. J. E. Hoick, 
pastor. 

The session opened with devotional exercises conducted by 
Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, President of the Synodical Society. 
Seripture reading from Exodus, chap. xxxv, verses 4, 5 and 20-29. 

A cordial greeting was extended to all delegates by Mrs. 
Thomas, of San Diego, Cal. . 

In behalf of the local Society, a hearty response in behalf of the 
delegates was given by Miss Lizzie Sachs, of the German Church, 
Sacramento, Cal. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Miss M. R. Love, 
San Francisco, Miss Lizzie Herbert, of San Diego, Cal., was ap- 
pointed by the President to fill her place. 

(27) 
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The delegates then presented their credentials and were en- 
rolled, as follows : 
Sacramento, E-nglish—Mrs. Hoskinson, 
Mrs. Ashley (a. ¢.). 
Sacramento, German—Miss Katie Stuber, 
Miss Lizzie Sachs, 
Mrs. Fred. Meckfessel. 
San Francisco, Enghsh—Mtrs. S. E. Bittle Myers (a. ¢.). 
San Francisco, German—Miss M. Folcke (a. e.). 
San José—Mrs. Rawlings (a. e.), 
Mrs. S. Dutot (a. @.). 
Riverside-—Mrs. C. W. Castleman (a. ¢.). 
Los Angeles—Mrs. S. E. Garrett. 
Alameda—Mrs. J. Johns (a. ¢@.). 
San Diego—Mrs. J. Boyce, 
Miss Lindtweed, 
Miss Herbert, 
Mrs. Thomas. 


a. e.—Absent and excused. 


On motion, the President was authorized to appoint local 
members, other than delegates, to act on committees. 


List of Committees. 


Committees appointed by President as follows : 
Auditing Committee—Mrs. Garrett, Miss Lindtweed. 
Letters and Papers—Mrs. R. H. Young, Miss Sachs. 
Resolutions—Miss K. Stuber, Mrs. Meckfessel. 
Literature—Mrs. Thomas, Miss Herbert. 
President’s Address—Mts. Boyce, Mrs. Davidson. 


Reporters to Church Papers. 


Lutheran Observer—Mis. Davidson. 

Lutheran Evangelist—G. Davidson. 

Lutheran World—Mrs. Thomas. 

Missionary Journal—Mrs. Young. 

_We then listened to a well prepared address by the President, 
Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson. 
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President’s Address. 


In the recent study of many of Christ’s miracles, I have been impressed 
with the part that human beings have played. 

At the wedding in Cana of Galilee, the servants must fill the water-pots 
with water and draw out before 


“The modest water, touched by grace divine, 
Confessed its God and blushed itself to wine.” 


The impotent man was bidden to rise, take up his bed and walk, and when 
he obeyed, strength came and the miracle was wrought. 

To the blind man Christ said, ‘Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” He went, 
washed, and came seeing. 

At the grave of Lazarus He commanded, “ Take ye away the stone;” and 
not until their objections were silenced and His orders obeyed did Christ call 
the dead to “come forth.” 

Then again, the little lad with the five barley loaves and two fishes. 

‘* What time the Saviour spread His feast, 
For thousands on the mountain side, 
One of the last, the least, 
The abundant store supplied.” 

Suppose this lad had not brought his loaves and fishes. No doubt Christ 
could have fed the multitude in some other way. But what an opportunity 
the boy would have missed !—the privilege of being a co-worker with Christ, 
and the chief human agent in the performance of one of his greatest miracles ! 

Dear friends, are any of us to-day missing golden opportunities for helping 
our Lord? Is the multitude starving for the Bread of Life, while we hold the 
loaves in our unwilling hands? Are the millions bound in the grave-clothes 
of ignorance, superstition and sin, because we refuse to roll away the stone? 

In the past year God has opened new doors of opportunity to us. Samoa 
and the Philippines have been gained by the conquest of arms, and are held 
by military force. It remains for us to reconquer them by a different power, 
even that power which is of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, 
to nations as well as ‘individuals. To Him, before us, they owe their alle- 
giance, and we must help them to raise the standard for our God. 

It has been demonstrated that the world might be brought to our Saviour, 
and “every tongue confess Him Lord” in ten years, if each Christian would 
bring to Him but one soul each year. This seems a startling statement, and 
is a fearful comment vpon the indifference of Christians when we remember 
that millions have never heard the story of the Cross. 

Yet we are not discouraged. God still lives and has many consecrated 
human agents at work. The meeting of this little band of women is evidence 
of devotion to His cause. We are few in numbers, and can do little of our- 
selves; but God can work miracles through us. “We can not turn the 
machinery of the factory, but we can let the water onto the wheel. We can- 
not push the steamship across the ocean, but we can let on the steam for the 
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engine to do it.” And so we have come here to “let on the water,” that the 
machinery in God’s factory, for the renewing and transforming of human 
beings into God’s image, may be kept. running. We have come to “let on 
the steam” that shall keep God’s mission ships sailing to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, until every one shall hear and confess that “The Lord, he is 
the God; the Lord, he is the God.’ Sometimes our part of the miracle looks 
prosy. We feel that we play so insignificant a part that it counts for nothing. 
But let us ever keep our eye upon results, and not upon the regular routine of 
drudgery by which these are attained. Thus shall courage be renewed and 
faith strengthened. 


MODERN MIRACLES. 

Behold, what God bath wrought, through your efforts, and mine and others 
like us! Beautiful temples for the worship of the true God have been erected. 
Three of these—Freeport, I]., San Francisco and Los Angeles—have become 
self-sustaining. Seven more congregations have had liberal help towards at- 
tractive church homes and are still receiving help in the support of their pas- 
tors. They are in Denver, Col., Sacramento, Oakland, San Josée, Council i 
Bluffs, Iowa, Ann Arbor, Mich., and Scranton, Pa. Two others, at Riverside 
and Alameda, have no buildings, but are assisted in the support of pastors. 
We hope they may soon be housed in temples of their own. 

In India we support six women missionaries who have charge of the Hos- 
pital, Girls’ Boarding School with its 106 pupils, fourteen Sunday-schools and 
Zenana work, : 

We have sent two new missionaries to Africa, and their work is maintained 
by our efforts. Hospitals, schools and dormitories have been erected in India 
and Africa. 

In the twenty years’ life of the General Society we have raised much more 
than $300,oco—perhaps the figure will be found fifty thousand higher when 
the report is given a month hence at our General Convention. 

The eye of the whole Church is upon us. Men look and wonder. Oh, let 
us keep our own eyes open to the miracles God is working through us! 
Twenty years ago, in the day of small things, when orr society was only just 
organized, there may have been some reason for doubt and discouragement. 
But now, our works, in His name, have become history. We have only to 
press forward, with faith in God as our Helper, to increase the results of the 
first twenty years many fold. 


IMPORTANCE OF MISSIONARY LITERATURE. 

The best way to keep an “open eye ” is through a well-informed brain. A 
head well stored with missionary intelligence makes a workman “ that needeth 
not to be ashamed.” ‘“‘ Reading maketh the full man.” The “science of mis- 
sions” is worthy our most earnest thought. There is culture of the highest 
type init. The intellect is quickened and developed by its study. It broad- 
ens the horizon of, our mental and spiritual vision and enlarges the soul. 
Sympathy and love for our fellow-men are awakened. Oh, let us learn that 
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ignorance of missions is not only a sin, but also a sorry comment upon our in- 
telligence. It is the cause for which many of the earth’s best and noblest 
men and women have given their lives, and for which Christ died upon the cross. 

Then let us inform ourselves by every possible means. Let us read the 
literature of our own and other churches. We should not only read, but study 
the minutes of our Synodical and General Conventions. Each year a report 
of our work in India is sent out by our missionaries there. They complain 
that we do not study it; that we catch on to the interesting little stories rather 
than to the facts and figures of their work. 

Let us keep ourselves in touch with our missionaries by reading their letters 
as they appear in our church papers and Journal; read that we may know if 
their journey across the waters has been made in safety, if health or sickness 
is their portion, and, above all, that we may know what God is accomplishing 
through them. 

Our literature table is well supplied with good reading matter. Let us 
demonstrate our interest in it by a liberal patronage. 

Knowledge of missions will transfigure the homely duties of our Auxiliary 

‘and Synodical work, and make them appear to us as God’s errands. We are 
the messengers; the dues, thank-offerings and special gifts are the hands and 
feet by which we work and run. 


SYNODICAL WORK. 

Interest and activity in the work have been maintained during the year. 
We number about 290 members, an increase of seven over Jast year; and our 
contributions ($300.00) were about $40.00 in advance of any previous year. 

Over $40.00 was raised for the support of a bed in the India Hospital. 
Each Synodical Society is asked by our Executive Committee to make this a 
permanent feature of its work by contributing $50.00 each year. I would 
recommend this work most urgently for your consideration. The hospital 
was formally opened more than a year ago, but, practically is of little use, 
since it is unfinished and lacks’ means of support. A debt of $800.00 still 
remains to be paid, and our help is solicited for its liquidation. Our mission- 
aries long for “a live, active hospital, not merely a building.” Dr. Mary Baer 
says: “ Well might an angel covet the privileges of the missionary doctor.” 
She can do more to convert the heathen than any one else. The Hindus, who 
oppose Christianity, dread our women and our doctors more than our schools, 
books or preaching. “For,” says one of them, “your doctors are winning 
our hearts, and your women are winning’ our homes; and when our hearts 
and homes are won, what is there left. us?” 

A large number of Jubilee Memorial cards have been issued, and we now 
have the chance to prove our love and zeal by giving as God has prospered 
us. The money must be sent to our Synodical Treasurer, in order that she 
may remit to our Synodical delegate to the General Convention which will 
convene in Baltimore May 12th. 

The Thank Offering was nearly doubled. It is altogether a free-will gift and 
its increase is an index of the growth of our love for our Master. Let it be- 
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come, more and more, an expression of our gratitude to Him who gave up all 
for us. Let us learn to give freely, lovingly, unceasingly to every cause pre- 
sented us by our leaders. Be not like the marsh that, receiving, gives not, and 
becomes a foul, malarial pest; but be like the fountain which gives as it re- 
ceives and remains fresh, pure and beautiful. 

“* Love spends his all, and still hath store.” 

The strength and efficiency of our California work might be increased by the 
enlistment of our young people. Every Y. P. S.C. E. and Luther League 
should become auxiliary to our Woman’s Society by the payment of a stated 
sum quarterly. To San Diego belongs the honor of having the only young 
people’s society in our Synod. Were the other churches to organize, our num- 
bers and gifts might be nearly doubled. Let us work to this end. 


THE VACANT CHAIR. 
We pause for a moment to drop a tear for the absent. It was at the door 
of our dear friend that 


“The angel, with the amaranthine wreath, 
Pausing, descended, and with voice divine 
Whispered a word that had the sound of Death. 


‘“Then fell upon the house a sudden gloom, 
A shadow on those features fair and thin, 
And, softly, from that hushed and darkened room, 
Two angels issued where but one went in.” 

Mrs. D. S. Traver, to whom our Sacramento church is in large part mem- 
orial, left us for the Glory Land, January 18, 1899. She was an earnest Chris- 
tian, devoted to her Church and the cause of missions. We miss her every- 
where. May the mantle of her enthusiastic love for her Master fall upon us, 
and let a double portion of her spirit be ours! 

CONCLUSION. 

Dear sisters, my prayer is that the Holy Spirit may be with us in our con- 
vention. May we get sucha glimpse of Christ and His work that we shall 
never cease to love and serve Him. The harvest, truly, is great. The whole 
world is the field for missionary effort, and the work will never be properly 
done until each Christian is willing to do his part. It has been said, “ Who- 
ever fears God, fears to sit at ease.” But I like not to feel that fear presses us 
into our Master’s service. Rather let love be the impelling motive. 


“ Beloved, let us love so well, 
Our work shall still be better for our love, : 
And still our love be sweeter for our work, : 
And both commended, for the sake of each.” 


Reports of Synodical Officers. 

Miss Kate Stuber, Corresponding Secretary, read a carefully 
prepared report, showing an increase of membership and con- 
tributions ; also a goodly number of subscriptions to periodicals. 

The Synodical Treasurer’s report, in the absence of Mrs. J. C. 
Walling, was read by Miss G. Davidson. 


38) 


W. H. & F. M S. OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


“4a nsva4T, “ONITTVM ‘D ‘ONL ‘su 


‘payqturgns ATNyjoadsay 


1Z Lgf¢ 
€1 6€ 
Sz gI 
SI o1 
$6 Li 
of SZ 
Sv of 
o1 Lg 
of Sz 
So gz 
£9 Lig 


MOtals ends gees eee s os 


oo So¥¢ 


eS S 


seeeee 
eeeeee 
veeece 
seeeee 
ceeeee 


09 oS 


oo o1¢ 


eeceee 


Boxes. 


isslonary 


Value of M 


00 org¢lob 11¢)Sc OS¢/ES zEgISL LS¢log obg|S6 ES¢| Ez LS¢g 
GOMsaOcar alogaes s|congn ISceen ISS EG an Gc, go £ 
SHIROOIGICOS OS He Hee te Ors 4 NSIS eye ts Sv z 
Hocdog lus ogallan d26cl|oo0006|lcoo0males G - leas Saxe 
POMBO Te tof cas Ie NG te ers |iSols oz I 
verse - (Ghz lol Vr-\oo of jog €1 |SS S lok +1 ob v1 
DOO F4> Kojo) Hie pOomoo olen) Sie (SS 5 \letseoyi OI QI 
CONSE US at eOONe AeSOn I nu C. GS. SuenlOOr oz 9 
reseeelereesslol g |eeeessloz g [e+++*l0g § Ree 
er oieicisON (So MOOR meno |OOLe wll 9 Seu |OOl 00 z 
BAC ODIO [OD 3-7. Ox3)| ores b¢ WA 1g oz t¢ sreeee (Cp f¢ cr e¢ 
law) . . toy} . a . . 
| 3 as) & “) Se || rc Z 
Rl aie SeetlueS vale wer ies : 
see este et EV ae than Wie dai = 
=| BS) 3 iy 3 = a a 3 
ie toe |e | 8 ee ee 
a ee oO =| o oes o oO 
|| Oo H So) n Oo ©) 
"qjoz yore ‘yjoz ‘oq But|yjoz ydag 8ut|‘yjoz aunf ut 
sSutpuy rajrend -pug Jojrend) | -pug 19}7eNQd |-puy 193}1eN?d 


++++1vaX 9g} SULINp pastel JUNOUIe [e}]O], 

ween ee sees e+ eo > O}UOUTeIIEG ‘qoinyy \sIL 
ts++ OBaIq ues ‘feuoMe s,atdoag Sunox 
i ee ee puepyeo ‘yoinga 4SIL 
al ohoneiieleh eile) C1816) * Sete ingege. Sr cue ohcues shone. OP ISAC Arad 
tees ceeeeeee- Q}UDUTBINDBS ‘YOINYgD ueUIIED 
teeees QOSIOURLT UBS ‘YOINYD S,MIqHeIAL IS 
ec cc ee errccccns soposuy soy ‘yong SILT 
oo eseceeeceee sOgsIouely UBS ‘yoinyy SILT 
slele sie ele 6) 6.8 6.ere ee ee asof ues ‘goings Q0vI5) 
siefele ieeiersia 2 *\*1* +) EDOULE I: ‘yong ued‘) 


“SHILAINOS 


"66gr ‘1€ yore Surpuy ivoyA ‘poudg vrIuIOsITeED Jo AJ91I00S “WW “A 3 “HM JO Hodey 


34 EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


The Historian, Mrs. Bittle Myers, being absent, her report was 
read by Miss K. Stuber. 

The Literature report, prepared by Mrs..Eva Ashley, Chair- 
man, was read by Miss Stuber. All these reports were accepted 
as read. 

“Much enthusiasm was manifested by the convention on the 
subject of Young People’s Societies. All delegates present urged 
the importance of making our Christian Endeavor Societies and 
Luther Leagues auxiliary to the Woman’s Society, by the pay- 
ment of a stated sum quarterly, amount optional. 

The President called attention to the Literature table in charge 
of Miss Stuber. 

Adjourned with song. 


SECOND SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 14, 1899, 9:30 A. M. 

The session opened with devotional service conducted by Mrs. 
Thomas, of San Diego, Cal. 

Next in order was the roll-call of delegates. 

Minutes were read by Secretary. 

A most interesting paper on “ Methods of Work,” by Mrs. J. A. 
Cobb, of Los Angeles, was read by Mrs. Garrett, and heartily 
appreciated. 

Miss Lou Leisenring’s paper on “Tithing,” was read by Miss 
Gertrude Davidson. 

A paper on “Importance of Prayer in our Auxiliaries,” by Mrs. 
Grunewald, read by Miss K. Stuber, inspired us to a deeper 
sense of the need of earnest prayer in our work. 

Words of Foreign Missionaries of India and Africa were read 
by Miss Sachs, Miss G. Davidson and Mrs. R. H. Young. 

We were then led in prayer for Foreign Missions and mission- 
aries by Miss Herbert. 

Session was closed by song service, 
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THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 2:30 P. M. 

Session opened with devotional exercises led by Miss Stuber. 
Scripture, St. John, xv. 

Roll call. 

Reading of minutes. 

The Synod was then invited to visit the convention, and we lis- 
tened with pleasure to words of cheer from pastors and laymen. 

Mr. Young extended an invitation from Mr. J. Flint, Supt. of 
San Diego Electric Railway Co., to visit points of interest along 
their line. 

An invitation to lunch with Mrs. Wedekind was accepted, and a 
joint vote of thanks was tendered her by Synod and Ladies’ Con- 
vention. 

President of Synod offered prayer, and, after a solo by Mrs. 
Buser, an offering was taken. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 
We have examined the Treasurer’s report and found it correct. 
Miss LINDT WEED. 
Mrs. GARRETT. 


Report of Committee on Literature Committee’s Report. 

We have examined this report and commend the faithful work of the chair- 
man of this committee. We recommend: 

1. That this Synodical Society appropriate one dollar toward the expenses 
of the Literature Committee during the coming year, and that the auxiliary 
societies be more prompt in the payment of their assessment of 25 cents for the 
use of said committee. 

2. That the Committee write to Mrs. Carr requestiug ten tracts, instead of 
seven, and that, if possible, some of them be in the German language. 

Respectfully submitted, Miss LIZZIE HERBERT, 
Mrs. W. E. THOMAS. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolved: 1, That we thank our Heavenly Father for His tender care dur- 
ing the past year. 

2. That we instruct our delegate to the General Convention meeting in Bal- 
timore, May 12, 1899, to urge upon the Executive Committee the necessity of 


continuing their work in California. 
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3. That we return thanks to the Synodical officers for their faithful service 
during the past year. 

4. That we print the by-laws in the minutes of this convention. 

5. That the Auxiliaries be urged to contribute as much as possible to the 
contingent fund of this society. 

6. That we return thanks to the San Diego Church for their cordial recep- 
tion and elaborate entertainment. 

Faithfully submitted, Mrs. MECKFESSEL, 
Miss K. STUBER. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


Your Committee, to whom were referred the Papers and Letters of the Con- 
vention, would report having examined the following papers: 

Mrs. Grunewald, Sacramento; Subject, “The Importance of Prayer in our 
Auxiliaries.” 

Mrs. C. A. Cobb, Los Angeles; Subject, “ Methods of Work.” 

Miss Lou Leisenring, San Diego; Subject, “ Tithing.” 

You have listened to these papers with interest and know their worth. 

Your Committee would recommend that they be type-written and circu- 
lated among the various Societies for their edification. 

Letters were also handed us from the following: 

Mrs. E. S. Prince, Springfield, Ohio, sends greetings and a hearty God-speed 
in our work on the Coast for the Master. 

Mrs. A. V. Hamma, Washington, D. C., our valued friend, recalls the time 
when she was residing on the coast, and expresses the hope that California 
may ever be a stronghold in mission work. 

Rev. Dr. S. B. Barnitz, Des Moines, Iowa, expresses deep regret at not being 
able to be present at the Convention, and urges all to still greater faithfulness 
in the work of Home Missions. 

Mrs. G. G. Burnett, of San Francisco, sends cordial good wishes from 
Washington, D. C., and urges that the best report possible be sent to the Gen- 
eral Convention, and also the needs and difficulties be plainly stated. 

Mrs. S. E. B. Myers, on behalf of the San Francisco Society, sends greet- 
ings and‘a most cordial invitation to hold the next Annual Convention in that 
city. : 
Also letters of greeting were received from workers in the field, Mrs. C. W. 
Castleman, Riverside, Mrs. S. Dutot, San José. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. R. H. YOUNG, 
: Miss LIZZIE SACHS. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


Your Committee have examined the very able and earnest address of our 


President, and recommend that it be approved and printed in the minutes of 
Convention. 


We call especial attention to the following points: 
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1. That we do not lose sight of the importance of the human ele cne | in 
carrying out the designs of the Master. 

2. That we congratulate the Synodical Society upon the success of their 
labors, which, from apparent defeat, have by persistent effort, never-flagging 
courage and'‘tindying faith in God become a power for the conversion of the 
world. 

_ 3. We note that three beautiful churches have’ become self-sustaining. 
Seven congregations have been helped as they needed, and others assisted in 
support of the pastor. 

4. Would urge the importance of missionary literature. Sisters, don’t work 
in the dark when light is so plenty. The Master wants intelligent workers. 
Read—Think— Acz. = 

5. We would recommend a yearly sum towards the support of a bed. in 
India Hospital. LO 

That we take into cousilertion the question of enlisting our Y. P. S. C. E. 
Societies in the W. H. and F. M. cause as Auxiliaries. 

We deeply sympathize with our sisters and the church at Sacramento in the 
removal of their beloved Mrs. D. S. Travers. May we all strive to emulate 
her noble example. : 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. BOYCE, 
Mrs. F. P. DAVIDSON. . 


The following bills were presented and ordered paid: 


To Miss Stuber, Corresponding Secretary ...-.....-..+-.. eapehetakayete BI 25 
To Mrs. Bittle-Myers, Historian, incidental expenses ...........-.-- I 00 
To Mrs. Hoskinson, printing 75 programs «.-.+++seessseee seer eeee I 75 
To appropriation for Literature Committee....-.-..... Seregssgalele covieiece I 00 
To Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson for traveling expenses ........--..+--.-- 25 00 


A motion was made and carried authorizing the printing of the 
President’s address, the Treasurer’s report and the By-Laws. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President—Mrs. R. H. Young. 

Ist Vice President—Mrs. Eva Ashley. 

2a Vice President—Mrs. G. H. Hillerman. 

od Vice President—Mrts. J. E. Hoick. 

Recording Secretary—Miss Minnie Love. 

Corresponding Secretary—Miss Kate Stuber. 

Treasurer—Mzs. J. C. Walling. 

Historian—Mrts. Bittle-Myers. 

An invitation to meet in San Francisco a year hence was ac- 
cepted. 
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The spirit of prayer characterized the Convention, and the 
Holy Spirit’s presence was manifest in all meetings. 

The Convention adjourned with a praise’service led by Mrs. 
R. H. Young, the new president. 


SUNDAY EVENING. 


Anniversary Service. 

The program for this evening was as follows : 

Anthem—Choir. 

Invocation—Reyv. Hoick. 

Hymn. 

Scripture—Mrs. Young. 

Prayer—(Pres. Synod) Rev. Ball, Los Angeles. 

Hymn. ; 

Paper—“ What Owest Thou My Lord?” Miss Kate Stuber, 
Sacramento. 

Recitation—“ The Starless Crown.”” Miss Floy Row. 

Duet—“ Ever Near Us.”’ Prof. E. P. Davidson and Mrs. W. 
H. Buser. 

Address—William Kelly, Oakland. 

Dialogue—* Come Over and Help Us.” Young people of Y. 
P. S. and $. S., San Diego. 

Offertory. 

Hymn—“ God Be with You.” 

Benediction—Rev. Hoskinson, Sacramento. 

Miss LIZZIE HERBERT, 
Secretary pro tem. 


BY-LAWS. 


1. The time of the meeting of this Society shall be on Thursday of the week 
’ during the meeting of Synod. 

2. The officers shall be President, Vice-Presidents, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Historian. These officers shall meet 
quarterly if possible. 

3. Each of the Auxiliary Woman’s and Young People’s Societies within the 
bounds of this Synod contributing five cents per member, and Children’s 
Bands contributing one dollar annually to the Contingent Fund of the Soci- 
ety, shall be entitled to two voting delegates at annual conventions. 

4. Each Auxiliary Society may send one delegate besides the President to 
the Synodical Convention. 

5. The Chairman of each delegation shall report verbally or in writing the 
general work and condition of their societies. 

6. A Synodical delegate may be sent to each Biennial Convention of the 
General Synod. 

7. The fiscal year shall close after the last meeting of each Society in 
March, and all funds be forwarded to the Treasurer before the 2oth of that 
month, 

8. At each annual Convention the President shall appoint an Auditing 
Committee to examine the Treasurer’s books and report to the Society. 

9. All members of Standing Committees shall be considered delegates to 
the Annual Convention. 

10. Each Auxiliary Society shall, when possible, subscribe twenty-five cents 
annually for tracts, to be furnished by the Literature Committee. 

11. When possible, half of the expenses of the delegate to the Biennial 
Convention shall be paid from the Synodical Fund. 

12. Each Auxiliary Society may pay the sum of five dollars annually to the 
Synodical Fund. 

13. A praise meeting shall be held by each Auxiliary Society tele the 
Annual Convention. 

14. The expenses of the President shall be paid from the Synodical Fund. 
All incidental expenses incurred by the officers in their work shall be paid 
from the same fund. 

15. These By-Laws may be altered by a two- ean vote of the Synodical 
Convention at any regular meeting. 
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MINUTES OF THE 


TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION - 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


Tub GENERAL SYNOD 


OF THE 


Lutheran Church in the United States, 


CONVENED IN 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., APRIL 25-29, 1900, 


“TOGETHER WITH CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF SYNOD. 


ALSO A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


HELD IN 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., APRIL 26-28, IgQ00. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA.: 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
1900. 


‘GW ‘Buuuoesiey “sg | ueONaTTH “WO ae yoropy “a “f *aoy | o06r [ott 6+ * oosfouRLy ueg | OI 
‘GW ‘Buuesery “Sg | weUMayE HO caw ea “M ‘{ “sey | 66gr fo +++ +o8aiq ueg | 6 
SSUIPIOAGUNOL AI Wie | Trea “Mf 4° | “Ud FepeepeN “A “40a BOT a ser eee oyusuIVIoeS | § 
‘Surpreag Wyof “apy | Drea Ooo oe 1120 “A “D “AOU ig | Senne purpyeo | L 
‘Surpapaq uyof roAMID “ETO “AO ps8, Vy OCA Meee ee gsof urs | 9 
“Surproaq ugof “IW [°° IIGOO MeO Ao wale see WessVI GAN Oo eoe | SOSt je: Me sajesuy soy S 
-Surpraag uyof yy | omg *¢ ‘fay | aung “HW ay | Pégt J oSaiq ueg | > 
‘Surproagy uyof ayy fT areSSepe My (DAML | yrerg drpyg soy | Sgn fo owwoureses | € 
“BUIPIOAG uyof “WW reise Rayssol, yi 2) AON see wosuTysoPT “SM “AY | Z6gr | oostoueiyy URS | Zz 
“Surprisay uyof “AW TWOSUISOPTSCar NN AO ial) ede TOMA O OL AO erOS Ta 0s ges saja3uy sO'_T I 
£ Z 
“MaAYASVAYL “AUVLAWOAS *INACISANT 2 = 
“ONILAAI AO AOVIG 
‘SUAOIIAO 


‘VINAOdITVO JO GONAS NVAFHLNT TVOITAONVAA 


SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1900-1901. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK, 1323 Third Street, San Diego, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, 154 Orange Street, Riverside, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
P. S. LEISENRING, M. D., Stoll Building, Sacramento, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1900-1901. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
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P. S. LEISENRING, M. D. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place.—Los Angeles, Cal. 
Date.—April 17, Igol. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


Wednesday Evening. : 


SYNODICAL SERMON (BY THE PRESIDENT). 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


Thursday Evening. 


HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Principal. Alternate. 
Rev. WILLIAM KELLY. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES. 


Rey. W. HD ERY, Rev., J. 5S. MOSER. 


Friday Afternoon. 


DOCTRINAL—ART. III. AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 


Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. H. GEHRCKE. 


PRACTICAL—DISCIPLINE OF CHURCH MEMBERS. 


Rev. C. F. OQRHHLER. Mr. ‘L. ROGARREDPST 


Friday Evening. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Rev.W. S. HOSKINSON, D.D. Rev. E. UNANGST, D.D. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Rey. G. H. HILLERMAN. Rev. A. JATHO. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


BNO: ORsGALIFORNIA, 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., APRIL 25-29, 1900. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CaL., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1900, 7.45 P.M. 

The Tenth Annual Convention of California Synod assembled 
in the First English Lutheran Church of San Francisco, Cal., 
Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., pastor. 

The liturgical service was conducted by Revs. J. W. Ball, 
President of Synod; G. H. Hillerman, Secretary; and E. 
Nelander, Ph. D., pastor Zocz. 

The synodical sermon by the President was preached from the 
text, 1 Cor. xvi. 13-14, upon the theme, ‘‘ Five Rules for the 
Christian Life.’ Synodical Communion followed. 


+o 
FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 1900, 9 A. M. 


The Synod was regularly opened by the President with the 
forms prescribed in the Ministerial Acts of the General Synod. 
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The Clerical Roll was called and delegates received as 
follows : 


> 


Synodical Roll. 


5 | 
au CLERICAL. RESIDENCE. Lay. 
mF, | 
ae 
7a 
mA | 
1836)|S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D.a@.¢.\San Diego. 
1856\E. Unangst, D. D., a. ¢.... Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
TS7OlWailliamekcellycens pesmi ees Oakland ase. A. E. Fox. 
18.77)\\|, 9: NIOSER, Gs Chins en eos 1) |Asheville, N. C. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., 

LOD him aeregaers oer Sacramento ...... \P. S. Leisenring, M.D. 
1881|J. Selimierer, zw. ¢....5.... Monrovia. 
ESSA AthO.p cae scat. er Oakland. 
TSSS Gros Oehlere.. «yee en Sacramento....... Frederick Meckfessel. 
1889] William Brandes.......... |Alameda........ Wilhelm Betten. 
I889/E. Nelander, Ph. D....... San Francisco....|/G. G. Burnett. 
1890) William E. Fry........... [SanvOs@iaencacs} A. D. Campbell. 
1891|V. G. A. Tressler, a. ¢.....|Leipzig, Germany. 
LOO? |b Gehrckemen aterm San Francisco... .| Albert Kuner. 
US OAN VV etal lepeereccreye ya. aeeeaeere tLos: Angeles... .... L. R. Garrett. 
ESOAt | OE vil olClen eee a tae San Diego.......| G. N. Havice. 
1S06/G. 1. Hillerman... 9... Riverside, nusene i C. E. Newcomer, a. e. 
il CoRoutzalnwa sense Arroyo Grande. 
a. Absent. a. e. Absent and excused. 


President’s Report. 


Beloved Brethren: One year ago it was your pleasure to place in my keeping 
the important office of President of this Synod. I herewith submit the report 
of my official acts covering the period of my term of office. 


RESIGNATIONS AND DISMISSALS., 


September 5th, 1899, Rev. A. Jatho wrote informing me of his resignation 
of St. Mark’s German Lutheran Church, of Oakland, resignation to take effect 
November Ist, 1899. Z 

On January 14th, 1900, I presented my own resignation as pastor of the 
First English Lutheran Church, of Los Angeles, to take effect May 15th, or 
earlier. 

In March, 1900, Rev. J. E. Bushnell, D. D., informed me that he had 
accepted a call to a charge near Winchester, Va., within the bounds of. the 
Virginia Synod, and desired a letter of dismissal to that Synod. The request 
was granted. 


Rev. O. H. Gruver informed me, about the same time, that he is now sup- 
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plying the Idaville charge, in the West Pennsylvania Synod. At his request 
he was granted a letter of dismissal to that Synod. 

In a letter dated April 6th, 1900, Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., requested 
that, owing to his inability to attend the conventions of this Synod, a letter of 
dismission be granted him to.the Miami Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio, 
The request has been granted. 


ACCESSIONS. 


In July, 1899, Rev. E. Unangst, D. D., wrote desiring his membership 
retained in this Synod. The request was granted, and that honored name still 
stands upon the Synodical roll. 

July 12th, 1899, Rev. W. E. Fry informed me of his arrival at San José to 
take charge of that congregation, and inclosed his letter of dismissal from the 
Synod of East Pennsylvania. He has been enrolled as a member of this 
Synod. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A letter from Rev. William Kelly, under date of February 15th, 1900, as 
well as an earlier one from Rev. H. Gehrcke, informed me that St. Mark’s 
German Lutheran Church, of Oakland, had disbanded, the mortgage against 
their property having been previously foreclosed. It is with regret, therefore, 
that we record the loss of this congregation. 

However, this loss has been more than met by the organization of a branch 
Sunday school in the city of San Francisco, by the flattering outlook for the 
early organization of a successful German charge at Redlands and San Bernar- 
dino, and by the accessions of the past year to our other churches. On the 
whole, the past year has been one of the best in the history of the Synod. 
Five congregations have reduced their indebtedness by various amounts, while 
many of the remainder have contributed to the different benevolent objects with 
unprecedented liberality. The interest in Sunday schools and in catechisation 
has been maintained and increased. Facts such as these serve to point also toa 
firmer faith and a deeper spirituality. With gratitude to God for the blessings 
of the past year, let us look with confidence to the triumph of the Gospel over 
every foe, however stubbornly entrenched. 

While we regret the absence of Rev. M. W. Hamma, D. D., President of 
the Home Mission Board, who had hoped to meet with us at this convention, 
we yet rejoice that the Home Mission Board will be represented by one so 
capable and so well known as its Western Secretary, Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D. 

In returning this trust, I cannot but express to you my heartfelt appreciation 
of the confidence placed in me by you. My earnest prayer is that the Divine 
Spirit may guide our deliberations in this convention, and that the great Head 
of the Church may ever prosper your work as an important part of the kingdom 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Respectfully submitted, JESSE W. BALL. 
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By motion, the reading of the Treasurer’s Report was deferred 
for the present. 

Election of Officers of Synod. 

The election of President and Secretary being next in order,. 
the President appointed the following tellers: Messrs. G. G. 
Burnett, L. R. Garrett, and A. D, Campbell. 

The election resulted as follows : 

President—Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Secretary—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

The election of Treasurer was postponed, by motion, until 
after the reading of the Treasurer’s Report. 

Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions, was received as an honorary member of Synod. 

The following resolutions were adopted by vote of Synod : 


Resolved, That the first order of business on the opening of the afternoon 
session on Friday, April 27th, be the report of Rev. 5. B. Barnitz, D. D., as. 
Secretary of the Board of Home Missions. 

Resolved, That the business of Synod immediately after opening of Synod 
to-morrow (Friday) morning be made the hearing of the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Revision of the Synodical Constitution. 

Resolved, That the hours of the business sessions be fixed at 9 A. M. to 12 
M.; I.15 P. M. to 3 P. M. 

A verbal report was received from Rev. Jatho concerning the 
work of the German congregation in Oakland, and, by motion, 
a committee, consisting of Revs. Hoskinson, Jatho, and Ball and 
Messrs. Burnett and Fox, was appointed to investigate the affairs. 
of St. Mark’s Church and report to this Synod a plan by which 
said church might be re-established, if possible. 

Advisory Members. 

On motion, Rev. A. Kinell, of Templeton, and Rey. A. J. 
Rodell, of Oakland, pastors of the Augustana Synod, were in- 
vited to seats in the Synod and received as advisory members. 

These brethren were introduced to Synod and extended their 
greetings. An appropriate response was made by the President. 

Resolution of Sincere Regard. 
The following resolution was adopted by unanimous vote : 
WHEREAS, The former President of this Synod, the Rev. J. W. Ball, has. 
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resigned the pastorate of the Los Angeles Church, and will soon leave this ter- 
ritory ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the California Synod tenders to Brother Ball its sincere 
regards and best wishes for a successful pastorate in his next field of labor. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Dr. Nelander. 


SECOND SESSION. 


THURSDAY, I.30 P. M. 


Synod opened an prayer by Mr. G. G. Burnett. 

The minutes of the previous session were read and approved. 

After the roll call the President announced the following list 
of committees : 


List of Committees. 


1. President’ s Report—Revs. William Kelly and C. F. Oehler. 

2. Letters and Papers—Rev. J. W. Ball and Mr. William 
Betten. 

2: Apportionment—Revs. William Brandes and G. H. 
Hillerman. 

4. Absentees and E-xcuses—Rev. J. W. Ball and Mr. L. R. 
Garrett. 

5. Zreasurer’s Report—Messrs. A. E. Foxand L. R. Garrett. 

6. Resolutions and Temperance—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, 
D. D., William E. Fry, and Mr. Frederick Meckfessel. 

ie AE Services—Revs. E. Nelander, PhD... Gehrcke, 
and Mr. A. Kuner. 

8. Excess and Deficit—Messrs. G. G. Burnett and A. D. 
Campbell. 

9. Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies—Rev. William 
E. Fry and Messrs. G. G. Burnett and G. N. Havice. 

to. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. A. Jatho and Dr. P. 5. 
Leisenring. 

On motion of Rev. Ball, the visit to the Missionary Conven- 
tion was made the special order for Friday at 9.45 A. M. 
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On motion of Rev. Fry, the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society of California Synod was invited to be at the 
meeting of Synod at 1.45 P. M., Friday,.to hear Rev. S. B. 
Barnitz, D. D., our Western Secretary of Home Missions. 

Rev. Fry was appointed to convey this invitation to the 
Woman’s Convention. 


The Western Lutheran. 

Rev. William Kelly at this point presented his plans for the 
establishment of the Western Lutheran. The plans were dis- 
cussed by the members present. The following resolution was 
presented by Rev. Oehler and adopted by unanimous vote : 

Resolved, That the pastors and the delegates of the California Synod heartily 
approve of the intention of Rev. William Kelly to publish an English Lutheran 
Church paper, and that we use our best endeavors to help the enterprise. 

Treasurer’s Report. 

The Treasurer then read his report, which was referred to the 

Auditing Committee. (See Appendix C.) 


Report of Committee on Beneficiary Education. 

Your committee beg to report that the indebtedness owing to the Synod 
from Mr. L. R. Garrett has been settled in full by an accepted order on the 
Guarantors’ and Investment Company of Los Angeles, Cal., payable Sep- 
tember Ist, 1900. 


Respectfully submitted, G. H. HILLERMAN, 
WILLIAM BRANDES, 


A. JATHO. 
Report adopted. 


On motion, Synod adjourned for the day for committee work. 
Adjourned, with prayer by Dr. Leisenring. 


EVENING SESSION. 
THURSDAY, 8 P. M. 
The singing at the evening service was led by the Girls’ Vesper 
Choir, who, with the pastor, conducted impressive vespers. 


The pastor was assisted in the liturgical service by Rey. 
W.. Ee Bry: 


OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 1001 


The addresses of the evening were delivered by Revs. W. 
Brandes and C. F. Oehler, the former on Home Missions and 
‘Church Extension, the latter on Sunday Schools. 


> ana 


THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 27, 9 A. M. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. J. W. Ball. 

After roll call the minutes of the previous sessions were read 
and approved. 

The special order of business for the morning, the revision of 
the Constitution, was then taken up. 

After the report of the committee by Rev. Oehler, the report 
was, on motion, considered servzatim. 

After discussion and amendment the report was finally 
adopted. (See Appendix A.) 

The discussion of the Report of the Committee on the Revision 
of the Constitution pending, the Synod adjourned at 9.45 A. M. 
to meet with the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
Convention for one-half hour. 

Greetings were extended to the Woman’s Convention by the 
President and Secretary of Synod. 

Upon re-convening, the remainder of the forenoon was occu- 
pied with the discussion of the Revised Constitution. 

This report pending, Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rey. 
W. E.. Fry. 


+o 
FOURTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 1.15 2.001. 
Synod opened with prayer, by Rev. Oehler. 
The President appointed the following reporters for the papers : 
World—Rev. J. W. Ball. 
Observer—Rev. William Kelly. 
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Evangelist—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 

Zionsbote—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

Kirchenfreund—Rev. H. Gehrcke. 

Local Papers—Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. , and the Secretary. 

The revision of the Constitution was then ree up, but before 
finished the hour for the special order of business had arrived, 
the first item of which was the reading of the Report of the 
Advisory Board of Home Missions. 


Report of the Advisory Board of Home Missions. 

The reports from the different missions within the Synod show very com- 
mendable progress during the year. Of the seven, four have reduced their 
indebtedness by amounts ranging from $130 to$4000. Another, whose future 
heretofore has seemed wholly uncertain, now feels so securely established as- 
to resolve to arise and build. The necessary lot has already been promised by 
one of its members. 

The present membership of these missions is 610, an increase of 23. The 
Sunday school enrollment is 818, an increase of 2. Value of church prop- 
erty is $77,280; increase, $2140. The indebtedness upon the property of 
these missions is $15,445, which shows a decrease during the year amounting 
to $5770. The amount expended for local expenses during the same period 
was $13,896.25, an increase of $7166.04 during the year. 

Great difficulties have attended the work in these congregations, as indeed 
in all our churches. Chief of these have been the continuation of the drought. 
which has prevailed during the past three years, the consequent unsettled char- 
acter of the population, and the burden of debt, now happily removed in a 
large degree. 

Cheerful and grateful acknowledgment is hereby made of the timely and 
continued aid of our Board of Home Missions and Woman’s Board. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I. Realizing the difficulties surrounding our California missions, and believ- 
ing that pastors and people are using their utmost endeavors to reach self- 
support, we recommend the continuation of the support asked by our different 
missions. 

2. We would respectfully urge upon the attention of the Woman’s Execu- 
tive Committee and the Home Mission Board the importance of occupying the 
city of Redlands in the very near future, lest the people there become impa- 
tient from delay, and some other Synod enter the field. It is our judgment. 
that a man competent to preach in both German and English should be placed 
in this field, and that it should be conducted independently of the work at 
Riverside for the present. 

3. We would also call the attention of the next Home Mission Committee 
of the California Synod to the important and growing city of Fresno, in the: 
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central part of the State, and recommend that provision be made for a canvass 
of that city, looking toward the establishment of a church there. 

4. We regret that the President of the Home Mission Board has been pre- 
vented from making his contemplated visit to the missions and the Synod this 
spring. We rejoice, however, in that the Western Secretary, Rev. S. B. 
Barnitz, D. D., has been enabled to make the visit. 

5. We most earnestly pray that the interest of the Woman’s Board in the 
important fields of this great State may not slacken, and that as they take up 
new fields, California, their first field, may receive first consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. BALL, 
Job HOLeK; 
FREDERICK MECKFESSEL. 

The adoption of this report was deferred until a later hour. 

Rey. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions, then addressed the Synod and the Woman’s 
Convention in behalf of the work he represents. 

Item 4, of Report of Committee on Home Missions, was 
adopted bya rising vote of Synod and the Woman’s Convention, 
followed with prayer, by Rev. William Kelly. 

Apportionment. 

After finishing Report of Committee on Revision of Constitu- 
tion, which report had been recommitted for additions, on motion, 
apportionment for Synodical Treasury was fixed at seven cents 


per capita. 
Next Convention. 


On motion, the regular order of business was suspended in 
order to enter into election of place of meeting for r1go1. 

An invitation from Los Angeles was unanimously accepted. 

Moved, by Dr. Leisenring, that Synod pass to the next order 
of business, viz., Address on Pastoral Visitation, by Dr. Hoskin- 
son, and that the paper-on Article II., Augsburg Confession, be 
deferred. 

Motion carried. 

Paper on Pastoral Visitation was read by Dr. Hoskinson, and 
discussed by the members present. 

Parochial Reports. 

On motion, the Report of the Committee on Parochial Reports: 

was received, but its acceptance was deferred until Saturday 


morning. 
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Authority to Pay Bills. 
On motion, a bill of $1.85 was allowed the Secretary for ex- 
penses incurred’ during the past year. 
On motion, $5.00 was allowed the Treasurer for expenses. 
incurred in attendance on Synod. 
The Secretary was allowed $10.00 for his work of the past 
year. 


Report of Committee on St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, of Oakland. 


Your committee have inquired into the affairs of this church to some extent- 
We regret to say that we find but little in the present situation to justify con- 
tinuance of the organization. Their church has been taken for mortgage, and 
their membership somewhat scattered and discouraged. 

We learn that the English Lutheran Church, of Oakland, has tendered them 
the free use of their church for German services, and we would recommend 
that the officers of Synod try to secure the services of the German pastors of 
the vicinity for such services, and that these people be given every encourage- 
ment possible to remain faithful to the church of their love. 

Respectfully submitted, W. ‘SS. HOSKINSON, 
Je We BALL, 
G. G. BURNETT, 
Ay E. FOX, 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit. 
The Report of the Committee on Excess and Deficit was 
received and approved. (See Appendix D.) 


Report of Delegates to General Synod. 
To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California : 


DEAR BRETHREN: Your delegates elected to represent this body at the 
Thirty-ninth Convention of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, convened at York, Pa., May 24th, 1899, respectfully report that they 
were in attendance and endeavored to perform their duty to the best of their 
ability. 

The Synod organized by the election of Rev. Professor S. F, Breckenridge, 
D. D., of Springfield, Ohio, President ; Rev. William E. Fischer, D. D., Sha- 
mokin, Pa., Secretary ; and Louis Manss, Esq., Cincinnati, Ohio, Treasurer. 

This convention of Synod was one of, if not, the largest in the number of its 
delegates and visitors in the history of the organization. Some matters of busi- 
ness which claimed the attention of Synod in addition to the usual order were 
of absorbing interest. 

Among these were first the adoption of the ‘ Ministerial Acts,’? which had 
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been in course of preparation for several years, and had created much discus- 
sion in the church journals in view of the final action to be taken at this con- 
vention of Synod. After one or two changes rather of a verbal character the 
committee’s report was unanimously adopted, to be published for use by the 
pastors. 

A second item of great interest was the report on “‘ Fraternal Co-operation ”’ 
between the various branches of the Lutheran Church, together with the report 
on the ‘‘ Free Fraternal Lutheran Conference’’ held in Philadelphia the pre- 
ceding January. 

These reports evinced such marked success and progress toward the eventual 
unification of the Lutheran Church of this country that they gave a great im- 
pulse to the fraternal spirit which is prevailing more and more among the 
brethren of our common faith. 

Along this line there was given a practical and most pleasing example of the 
progress in the re-establishment of fraternal fellowship, interrupted nearly 
thirty years ago, by the presence of the venerable and distinguished Rev. Dr. 
Joseph A. Seiss as a fraternal visitor from the General Council of the Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church, who delivered the cordial greetings of his body, and also 
preached the Communion Sermon of the Synod and participated in the Synod- 
ical Sacrament in his official capacity. 

The rejoicing which these acts of fraternal fellowship occasioned was one of 
the most thrilling experiences of this great convention. It is needless to say 
that the committees having these matters pertaining to the promotion of fraternal 
relations in charge, which the California Synod has the honor of having orig- 
inated, and in most part conducted, were reappointed. 

The Synod, while at times given to most earnest discussion, was neverthe- 
less in its legislation harmonious, and we trust fruitful of good results to the 
Church. 

All the boards rendered most encouraging reports of progress in their re- 
spective departments of activity. These render the highest degree of satisfac- 
tion to all our people touching the advancement of our beloved Church in all 
her borders. 

Thanking you for the honor of representing the California Synod in the great 
body to which we were delegated, and assuring you of our appreciation of your 
kindness, we most respectfully submit this report. 


M. W. HAMMA, 
J. W. BALL, 

WILLIAM BOSBYSHELL, 
G. G. BURNETT. 


Report adopted. 


Report of the Home Mission Committee was pending when 
Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. William E. Fry. 
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EVENING SESSION. © 


FRIDAY, 8 P. M. 
Vesper service was conducted by the pastor, Rev. Dr. Nelander; 
and an address made on ‘‘A Century of Foreign Missions,’’ by 
Rey. J. E. Hoick; and one on “ Organization of the Young 
People,’’ by Rev. William Kelly. 


-o- 
FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 9 A. M. 


Synod opened with prayer by Dr. Leisenring. 

After the roll call the minutes of Friday were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Report of the Home Mission Committee was again taken 
up, and on motion adopted sevzatim. 

Body of report adopted. 

Recommendation 1. Adopted. 

Recommendation 2, Adopted. 

Recommendation 3. Adopted. 

Recommendation 4. Adopted previously. 

Recommendation 5. Adopted. 

Report adopted as a whole. 


Parochial Reports. 


The Parochial Reports were then considered and, after cor- 
rection, adopted. (See Appendix E.) 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

1. Kesolved, That we extend most hearty thanks to the pastor and people 
of the First English Lutheran Church of San Francisco for their kind and 
generous reception and entertainment of Synod during its days of meeting ; to 
the ladies for their repast and decorations ; and to the choirs for the excellent 
services rendered. This resolution shall be read at a public meeting. 

2. Resolved, That we look upon the saloon and the traffic in strong drink 
as evil, and only evil, the cause of untold harm and crime, and the avowed 
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‘enemy of the Church of Christ ; that we protest against the habit and traffic 
in strong drink ; that we urge our people to take active interest in every good 
movement tending toward the overthrow of the liquor traffic; that we com- 
mend the Anti-Saloon League to our people, also the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union in its various lines of useful work, and bid these organiza- 
tions Godspeed in their efforts to overthrow the saloon power. 

3. Resolved, ‘That we look with dread upon the continued and open dese- 
cration of the Lord’s Day, and urge upon our people that, as far as it can be 
done, they keep this day holy, and abstain from all kinds of secular work. 

4. Resolved, That in view of the great need of more and better Home Mis- 
‘sionary work we, as a Missionary Synod, request that a much larger appor- 
tionment be levied by the General Synod on all our churches for this board. 

5. Resolved, That the sincere thanks of Synod be and are hereby extended to 
the Home Mission Board for sending the Western Secretary, Dr. Barnitz, to 
this Synod and to our churches, and that we implore the Beard of Home Mis- 
sions and the Woman’s Board not to lose interest or lessen their support to the 
great work of our Church on this coast. 

6. Resolved, That it is with regret we learn that our esteemed brother, 
Dr. Hamma, feels the need of severing his connection with this Synod ; that 
we recognize his able and faithful help to this Synod in its early history ; that 
-we extend him our heartfelt thanks and pray for him God’s continued favors, 
and assure him of our loving regard. 

7. In consideration of the fact that an amendment to the Constitution of our 
State will be submitted to the voters of this State next fall, providing for the 
exemption of church property from taxation ; be it 

Resolved, That with all consistent means we vigorously push this cause so 
that our churches be freed from this great hindrance and burden, and that the 
State of California be in line with all the other States of the Union, and with 
all the civilized States on the face of this earth, none of which impose any taxes 
upon the Church. 7 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
WILLIAM E. FRY, 
FREDERICK MECKFESSEL. 


Report considered sevzatzm. 
Item 1. Adopted. 
Item 2. Adopted. 
Item 3. Adopted. 
Item 4. Adopted. 
Item 5. Adopted. 
Item 6. Adopted. 
Item 7. Adopted. 
Adopted as a whole. 
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Report of Committee on President’s Report. 

We notice that the President, in his report, speaks of the past year as one of 
the best in the history of the Synod. We may well rejoice that this has been 
the fact in regard to most of our churches in connection with the Synod. 

But whether to some of us the past year has been one of great visible suc- 
cess or of disappointment, we nevertheless have reasons to be thankful to our 
Lord and God, and praise Him for blessings bestowed upon us. 

We recommend that the work in the new fields, spoken of by the President, 
be begun as soon as possible, and that the cause of Christ be pushed with 
renewed energy and with earnest prayers. 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER. 


Report adopted. 
Additional Resolution. 


Resolved, That the most cordial and fraternal greetings of the California 
Synod be sent to our esteemed and beloved brother, the Rev. Victor G. A. 
Tressler, in his distant field of study at the University of Leipsic, Germany ; 
that these greetings express our earnest desire that the highest and best success 
may crown his efforts ; and that it is our sincere hope and belief that a door of 
usefulness and service will be opened for him in one of our General Synod 
institutions at the termination of his course of study. 


Resolution adopted. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


The communications placed in the hands of your committee are two letters, 
one from Rev. H. L. Yarger, D. D., Field Secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension, the other from Rev. J. Weywara, of Thomas, Ore. 

The former expresses the interest of the Church Extension Board in our 
work and their willingness to stand by the work to the best of their ability. 
He also solicits a continuance of our interest in the work of the board. To 
this we reply that the interest and timely aid of the board in the work of the 
Synod is gratefully acknowledged. Our interest in the general work of the 
board is perennial. 

The letter of Rev. J. Weywara is an application to be received into this 
Synod. He has already been informed that it will be necessary for him to 
appear before the Examining Committee of the Ministerium before his appli- 
cation can be granted. 


Respectfully submitted, Wi Auleiee 
W. BETTEN. 


Report adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies. 

Your Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies submits 
the following report : 

There has been commendable activity in these branches of church work 
during the past year. A comprehensive view of the field indicates honest effort 
and hard work on the part of Sunday school superintendents and their 
co-workers, and the presidents of the Young People’s Societies and their earn- 
est helpers. The future of our Sunday schools and Young People’s Societies 
is bright indeed, and a marked advance during the next twelve months may be 
anticipated. 

Your committee’s loyalty to the General Synod is the motive for incorpo- 
rating in this report the following resolutions, passed at York, Pa., June Ist, 
1899: 

1. Resolved, That a committee be appointed at this meeting of the Synod to 
formulate a series of graded lessons for the Primary and Intermediate Depart- 
ments of our Sunday schools, said committee to report at the next meeting of 
the General Synod. 

2. Resolved, That our pastors be urged to give attention to catechetical 
instruction in connection with the lesson of each Sunday, and in that way pro- 
vide systematic instruction for the whole school in the doctrines of God’s word 
as understood and taught by the Lutheran Church. 

3. Resolved, That we recognize the value of the Home Department in the 
Sunday school, and that we urge that this plan be adopted and thoroughly 
tested by our Sunday schools wherever it is possible. 

In view of the excellent suggestions contained in the resolutions quoted, 
we recommend : 

1. That the idea of graded lessons for the Primary and Intermediate Depart- 
ments be presented by our pastors and superintendents at the teachers’ meetings 
and the County and State conventions of Sunday schools. 

2. That our pastors and superintendents at each session of the school make 
use of the catechetical instruction contained in the Augsburg Lesson Look for 
that Sunday. 

3. That our pastors and superintendents see to it that, if possible, Home 
Departments be established at the earliest opportunity in their respective 
schools. 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM E. FRY, 
G. G. BURNETT, 
G. N. HAVICE. 
Report considered sevzatzm. 


Recommendation 1. Adopted. 
Recommendation 2. Adopted. 
Recommendation 3. Adopted. 
Adopted as a whole. 
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Sexton Remunerated. 


On motion, the sexton was granted $5.00 for his extra services. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your committee report as follows : 

Requests to be excused from attendance upon this convention of Synod have 
come from Revs. M. W. Hamma, D. D., E. Unangst, D. D., S. Sprecher, 
D. D., LL. D., V. G. A. Tressler, J. S. Moser, J. Schmierer, and Mr. C. E. 
Newcomer. 

Your committee recommend that these brethren be excused. 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. BALL, 
L. R. GARRETT. 


Report adopted. 
Report of Auditing Committee. 


We, your Committee on Auditing the Treasurer’s Book of Account, find the 
same to be correct and vouchers for the money paid out, except as hereinafter 
stated. In the Synodical Treasury account we find several small unimportant 
expense items for which there are no vouchers. We also find a small discrep- 
ancy of two cents between the receipt and the amount paid to the Deaconess 
Board. on November 7th, which that board has omitted from its receipt, and 
of ten cents in a receipt in the Pastors’ Fund; on March 14th no vouchers are 
on file for the amounts sent to the several Eastern boards during the past five 
days, which we believe to be perfectly correct. 

We recommend that the books of the Treasurer be approved. 

We would, however, recommend that a different system of keeping the 
accounts to the extent of keeping a general cash account, at least, might be 
made, were it not for the fact that the present system has been in use so long 
that perhaps you might feel loath to make any change. 


Respectfully submitted, A. EK. FOX, 
L. R. GARRETT. 


Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Synod. 


The Committee on the Minutes of Synod submits the following report : 

I. On page Io we find that instead of using blanks each pastor be required 
to annually present to the Standing Committee on the State of the Church a 
written report. Hasthis been done? 

2. On page 16 we find a resolution that each pastor should annually preach 
a sermon in relation to the Sunday school work. Has this been done ? 

3- On page 16 (2) that the pastors should organize regular weekly teachers’ 
meeting for the training and instruction of the teachers. Has this been done ? 
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4. On page 16 (3) that Luther’s Small Catechism be freely used in our 
Sunday schools. Has this been done? 

5. On page 16 (4) that our Secretary be instructed to urge our representative: 
on the International Lesson Committee. Has this been done ? 

The Minutes are printed in clear type and with good arrangement. 


Respectfully submitted, H. GEHRCKE. 


The questions were answered seriat#m as follows: 
1. All complied except two. 

2. Majority, ‘‘ No.”’ 

3. Majority, << No.’’ 

4. About one-half, ‘< Yes.’’ 

bene eS: 

Report adopted. 


Minutes of 1900. 


Moved that 400 copies of the Minutes and Constitution and 
250 copies of the Revised Constitution be printed, and that the 
Minutes be distributed to the congregations in proportion to 
moneys paid into the Synod’s treasury for Synodical purposes. 


Motion carried. 


Report of Committee on Religious Services. 


The Committee on Religious Service make the following appointments for 
the Sunday services : 

Rev. S. B. Baritz, D. D., First English Lutheran Church, of San Fran- 
cisco, at II A. M., and the Mission Sunday School of that congregation at 
2.30 P. M. 

Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., First English Lutheran Church, of Oak~ 


land. 
Rey. C. F. Oehler, St. Matthew’s German Lutheran Church, of San 


Francisco. 

Rey. G. H. Hillerman, English Lutheran Church, of San José, in the morn- 
ing, and the German Evangelical Lutheran Christ Church, of Alameda, in the 
evening. 

Rev. A. Jatho, German Lutheran Church, of Sacramento. 

Rev. Dr. S. B. Barnitz and Rev. W. E. Fry, song and praise service 
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of Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, to be held at the First 
English Lutheran Church, of San Francisco, next Sunday evening. 


Respectfully submitted, ~ E. NELANDER, 
H. GEHRCKE, 
A. KUNER. 
Report adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on Apportionment was then 
received and adopted. (See Appendix B.) 
Adjourned, with prayer by Dr. Nelander. 


— 


SIXTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, 12.45 P. M. 


Synod opened with prayer by Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

After roll call the minutes of the preceding session were read 
and approved. 

The special order of business, the election of officers, was 
taken up. 

The President appointed as tellers Messrs. G. N. Havice and 
A. D. Campbell. 

The election resulted as follows : 

Prestdeni—Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Secretary—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 
Your Committee on Systematic Beneficence submits the following report : 
We find that the total beneficence for 1898 was $2048.91 and for 1899 
$3211.79, an increase of $1162.88. We see a considerable progress in this 
important branch of church work throughout the State, and it is with pleasure 
and thanks to God that we call your attention to this fact. 
Respectfully submitted, ZA PAM ELO. 


P. S. LEISENRING. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 


The California Synod has made for itself a gratifying record during the past 
year. All our churches have been supplied with the means of grace. Although 
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no remarkable growth is reported, yet spiritual advance has been made. The 


services have been better attended. Catechisation has received a large share 
of attention. 


Materially marked progress has been made; all our churches stand on 
‘firmer ground financially than ever before. Debts have been reduced on a 
mumber of churches, and steps are being taken toward the erection of several 
mew edifices. Thankful for the rich blessings showered upon us, we earnestly 
pray that with renewed consecration we may enter upon the work of the coming 


year to labor, to pray, and to give more than ever before for our beloved Luth- 
eran Zion. $ 


We recommend that hereafter the accompanying blank be filled out by each 


‘pastor, thus giving material from which the Committee on the State of the 
‘Church may make its report. 


Respectfully submitted, RE ORGS 
P. S. LEISENRING, 
G. G. BURNETT. 
Report and recommendation adopted. 
The President then read the program for the next Synod 
(see page 4), which was approved. He also announced the 
Standing Committees. (See page 3.) 


Delegates to General Synod. 
The President appointed the following tellers to conduct the 
election of delegates to General Synod : 
Messrs. A. D. Campbell, G. G. Burnett, and G. N. Havice ; 
and Revs. G. H. Hillerman, J. W. Ball, and William Brandes. 
Election resulted as follows : 


CLERICAL. 
Principals. Alternates. 
KE. Nelander, Ph. D., William Kelly, 
C. F. Oehler. H. Gehrcke. 
Lay. 
G,. G. Burnett, A. D. Campbell, 
P. S. Leisenring, M. D. H, AyGetz; 


Moved and seconded that the alternate receiving the highest 
number of votes be declared the first alternate to take the place 
of either principal who cannot attend the sessions of General 
Synod, and that this rule be adhered to in the future. 


Carried. 
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Tressler Orphans’ Home. 


Mr. A. D. Campbell was elected representative of California 
Synod to the Board of Trustees of the Tressler Orphans’ Home. 


Visitor to Augustana Synod. 


Moved and seconded that a visitor from our Synod be ap- 
pointed to attend the next convention of the California Confer- 
ence of Augustana Synod. 

Carried. 

Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., was appointed the visitor. 


Next Convention. 


On motion, April 17th, 1901, was set as the date for the as- 
sembling of the next convention of California Synod. 

Minutes were then read and approved. 

The order for closing of Synod as prescribed by the ‘‘ Min- 
isterial Acts’’ of the General Synod was followed, and Synod 
declared adjourned, to meet in Los Angeles, Wednesday, April 
17th, 1got. 

G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary’. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


WHEREAS, The history of the Christian Church during all ages demon- 
strates the desirability, the value, even the necessity of the association of 
Christian ministers and churches, contiguously located, in occasional conven- 
tions, for the purpose of fostering Christian fellowship, preserving purity of 
doctrine, and promoting their mutual welfare and the general extension of the 
cause of Christ; therefore, we ministers, pastors, and lay representatives of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches of the General Synod, in the State of Cali- 
fornia, in convention assembled, do hereby ordain and adopt, for ourselves and 
our successors, the following Constitution : 


ARTICLE I. 
NAME AND BOUNDS. 

SECTION I. The name, style, and title of this Association shall be The Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of California, in connection with the General Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States. 

Src. 2. The boundaries of this Synod shall be those of the State of Cali- 
fornia and adjacent territory. 

ARTICLE IT. 
DOCTRINAL BASIS. 

This Synod shall be in full harmony with the General Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in the United States, in its doctrinal standards and 
cultus ; accordingly, we, therefore, accept the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments as the Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice; and the unaltered Augsburg Confession as the correct exhibi- 
tion of the fundamental doctrines of the Divine Word and of the faith of our 
Church founded upon that Word. 


ARTICLE III. 
BUSINESS OF SYNOD. 


The object and functions of this Synod shall be to deliberate upon the gen- 
eral affairs of the Church, to receive and decide upon appeals from Church 
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Councils and special Conferences, when regularly brought before it, to deter- 
mine upon all charges against ministers, excepting those otherwise provided 
for in Art. XIII.; to form or change pastoral districts, or give advice respect- 
ing them, paying due regard to the rights and ‘wishes of congregations, to 
foster and provide for the interests of the general benevolences, and to care for 
and attend to all such objects and affairs as in its judgment may promote the 
piety, prosperity, and extension of the Church. 


ARTICLE IV. 
OFFICERS. 


SECTION I. The officers of this Synod shall be a President, a Secretary, and 
a Treasurer, the last of whom may be a layman. 

Src. 2. The officers shall be elected by ballot at the opening of the last 
session of the annual convention, a simple majority being necessary to a choice. 

Src. 3. Ata second balloting for officers the election shall be confined to 
the two highest candidates. 


ARTICLE V. 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

SECTION I, THE PRESIDENT. 

(1) The President shall preside at all meetings of Synod and Ministerium, 
and perform such other duties as usually pertain to the office of President. 

(2) He shall appoint all committees, not otherwise provided for; shall have 
the casting vote, except in an election by ballot, when he shall have the right 
of suffrage, but not the casting vote; shall deliver a Synodical discourse at 
the opening of the annual convention, and, in consultation with the Secretary 
of the Synod and the pastor /oc?, shall appoint all other speakers during the 
‘convention. 

(3) At the opening business session of each convention, he shall present a 
written report of all his officials acts since the previous convention, and of all 
occurrences, in the interim, of interest and importance to Synod, and shall 
also recommend for consideration any measures, in his judgment, desirable or 
necessary. 

(4) If application be made to the President for licensure within three 
months prior to the annual convention, it shall be referred to the Synod. If 
it be made earlier in the Synodical year, the applicant shall be referred to the 
Committee on Licensure and Ordination, as provided in Article XII., Sec. 5, 
of this Constitution; and upon the recommendation of this committee, he 
Shall grant said applicant a license, ad interim, until the next Synodical 
‘Convention. 

(5) It shall be the President’s duty to give counsel to any member or con- 
gregation, when requested, or he deems it important, and especially to admon- 
ish and advise any erring brother. 

(6) Should the President be absent at the opening of the Synodical Con- 


OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 27 


vention, the Secretary shall preside ; if both are absent, these two offices shall 
be filled Avo tempore by election. 

(7) In case of the death, resignation, or disqualification of the President, or 
his removal from the bounds of the Synod, the Secretary shall discharge the 
duties of President until the next annual convention. Should both President and 
Secretary thus leave the office of President vacant, it may be filled by appoint- 
ment, by the chairmen of the various Standing Committees acting as an Execu- 
tive Committee for this purpose. The President thus appointed shall appoint 
a Secretary pro dempore. 

(8) The President shall have power to appoint ad znterim delegates to 
other Synods when he deems it expedient. Also, to call at any time during 
the Synodical Convention, a meeting of the Ministerium, as per Article IX., 
Sec. 2. 

SEc. 2. THE SECRETARY. 

(1) The Secretary shall keep a faithful and accurate record of the proceed- 
ings of the Synod, in a book provided for that purpose. 

(2) He shall have charge of and carefully preserve the papers, the seal, 
etc., of the Synod, subject to its direction, and do all the official writing of the 
body not otherwise provided for. Any minister of Synod shall have the privi- 
lege of access to these papers at any time, but no part of them shall be removed 
from his custody or destroyed. 

(3) He shall keep an accurate register of all the ministers, congregations, 
and pastorates belonging to this Synod. 

(4) He shall give official notice of the meeting of Synod at least six weeks 
prior to the time appointed ; also, of all special meetings; and shall furnish 
with the notice of the annual meeting to each pastor, and to the Secretary of 
the Church Council of any vacant pastorate, the statistical and parochial blanks 
provided by the General Synod, and by the California Synod. 

(5) He shall publish and distribute the Minutes of Synod according to its 
directions. 

(6) If the office of Secretary should become vacant by death, resignation, 
disqualification, or removal from Synodical bounds, the President shall require 
all the property of Synod in charge of the Secretary to be delivered to the 
Secretary fro tempore, whom he shall at once appoint. 

(7) The Secretary of Synod shall also act as Secretary of Niaistortieen? 

Src. 3. THE TREASURER. 

(i) The Treasurer shall take charge of all the money belonging to Synod, 
and shall keep it subject to its order, or ad interim the order of its President ; 
also, of all moneys contributed for the benevolent work of the Church, 
and shall pay the sums thus contributed to the objects specified by con- 
tributors. 

(2) He shall keep and present at each annual meeting a faithful and detailed 
account of all receipts and expenditures during the year, and of the present 
state of the treasury. 
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(3) He shall give a bond for the faithful performance of the duties of his: 
office, if Synod so desires it. 

(4) Should this office become vacant by death, resignation, disqualification, 
or removal from the Synodical bounds, the President shall appoint a Treasurer 
pro tempore, to whom shall be delivered all the money, certificates, bonds, or 
other financial documents belonging to the Synod. 

(5) The Treasurer shall be ex officio member of the Synod with the privilege 
of debate, but not of suffrage, unless also the delegate of the congregation to 
which he belongs. 

(6) He shall close the books one week before convention of Synod, and all 
moneys received thereafter shall be credited on the new Synodical year. 


ARTICLE VI. 
MEMBERS. 


SECTION I. This Synod shall consist of such Evangelical Lutheran ministers 
and delegates from Evangelical Lutheran churches or pastorates situated in its 
bounds (and in special cases of others not so situated) as shall submit to the 
provisions of this Constitution. ; 

Src. 2. Any Lutheran minister in connection with any district Synod of any 
of the General Lutheran bodies of the United States may become a member of 
this Synod upon the presentation of a certificate of honorable dismission from 
his district Synod. Any ordained minister of any independent Lutheran Synod 
or congregation may also be admitted after recommendation of Examination 
Committee. 

Sec. 3. Any ordained minister from another denomination may be admitted 
to membership in this Synod upon the presentation of proper credentials of 
good moral character and ministerial deportment, provided he give evidence, 
on examination by the Ministerium, as a committee of the whole, of his gen- 
eral scholarly fitness, his acceptance of the doctrinal standards of this Synod, 
and his willingness to practice the usages of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

SEc. 4. Any minister, in good and regular standing, who removes from the 
bounds of this Synod into those of another, shall upon application to the 
President be granted a letter of honorable dismission over his signature, pro- 
vided said minister has fulfilled the requirements of the Constitution and 
By-laws, said dismission to take effect upon notice of his reception by the 
receiving Synod. 

Src. 5. Any ordained minister who shall discontinue the active duties of the 
ministry shall be expected to connect himself with some Lutheran church, and 
thus place himself under its government and discipline. 

Sec. 6. No minister shall interfere with the charge of another, by preaching 
or performing other ministerial acts therein, except by his request or consent. 

Sec. 7. Ministers of other Synods and of other evangelical denominations, 
who may be present, may be received as advisory members by vote of Synod ; 
as such they shall have liberty of speech, but no vote. 
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Src, 8. Lay delegates shall present proper credentials of election and shall 
‘then have equal rights with the other members. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of every minister, lay delegate, and congrega- 
tion belonging to this Synod to observe the provisions of this Constitution. 


ARTICLE VII. 
CONGREGATIONS. 


SECTION I. Any congregation or pastorate in its bounds (and in special 
‘cases, others not so situated) may become connected with this Synod, on ap- 
plication, and approval of the Constitution of the congregation so applying. 

SEC. 2. Every pastorate of this Synod shall elect a lay delegate to repre- 
sent it in the annual convention. 

SEc. 3. Every vacant congregation or pastorate is expected to send a com- 
missioner to the annual convention, who shall have all the rights of a regular 
-delegate. 

SEc. 4. It shall be the duty of each pastor, or, in case of a vacancy, of the 
Secretary of the Church Council, to forward to Synod an annual report of the 
charge, embracing statistics, state of religion, contributions, etc., on blanks 
provided for the purpose by the General Synod, and as provided by By-laws. 


ARTICLE, VILI- 
MEETINGS. 

SECTION I. This Synod shall meet annually at such time and place as may 
be agreed upon. 

SEC. 2. Special meetings may be called by the President, at the request of 
_at least three ordained ministers, by giving two weeks’ previous notice. The 
business shall be confined to the specified object of the special meeting. 

Sec. 3. At least five ordained ministers and two lay delegates shall be re- 
-quired to constitute a quorum. 

Src. 4. All members of Synod are expected to be present at each meeting, 
-and shall not be absent without urgent necessity ; voluntary engagements and 
ordinary official duties shall not be deemed sufficient excuse. In case of 
unavoidable absence, a written excuse shall be sent to Synod. Inexcusabie 
absence for two successive years shall be construed into disrespect for Synod, 
for which the name of the delinquent may be stricken from the roll of mem- 
bers; and, in such case, he shall not be permitted to serve churches in connec- 
‘tion with this Synod. 

ARTICLE Ix. 
THE MINISTERIUM. 

SECTION I. The Ministerium shall be composed, exclusively, of ordained 
ministers of the Synod. 

Src. 2. The regular sessions of the Ministeriam shall be held during the 
convention of Synod. A special meeting may be called at any time by the 
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President, if requested by three ordained ministers of Synod, but not oftener 
than twice in the same year. 

Sec. 3. A majority of the ministers of Synod shall be necessary for a 
quorum. ™ 

Src. 4. The Ministerium shall attend to the examination, licensure, and 
ordination of candidates for the ministry, and for the reception of ministers: 
from other ecclesiastical bodies, and for such licensure, ordination, or reception 
a two-thirds majority of all the clerical members present at Synod shall be 
required. 

It shall also hear, examine, and decide all charges of heresy, drunkenness, 
lewdness, or any high crime against a minister, and all appeals from the deci- 
sion of a Church Council on a charge of heresy against a layman, or from the 
decision of a committee on a similar charge against a minister. 

Src. 5. The following shall be the order of business of the Ministerium : 

(1) All meetings shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

(2) The President shall state the object of the meeting. 

(3) Applications for membership received, reports of committees on jour- 
nals, sermons, etc., of licentiates, also reports of examining committees. 

(4) Unfinished business. 

(5) New and miscellaneous business. 


ARTICLE X. 
LICENSURE OF CANDIDATES. 


SECTION I. Applicants for licensure must sustain a creditable examination, 
upon the following subjects : 

Personal Piety. 

Motives for Seeking the Holy Office. 

The Greek and Hebrew Scriptures. 

The Evidences of Christianity. 

Natural and Revealed Theology. 

Church History. 

Pastoral Theology. 

Homiletics. 

Catechetics. 

Church Government. 

SEc. 2. The Synod shall, in no case whatsoever, license an individual whom 
they do not believe to be hopefully pious; nor shall any applicant, except in 
extraordinary cases, be licensed whom the Ministerium do not find possessed 
of a competent acquaintance with the subjects named above. 

Sec. 3. A licentiate has power to perform all the functions of the Christian 
ministry during the time specified in his license. He shall be under the 
special care of the President; shall receive counsel from him, and apply to 
him for advice in case of difficulty. When he obtains a stated charge, he 
shall be restricted to it, and shall not resign it without the consent of the 
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Synod, or, in its recess, of its President. In addition to the ordinary duties. 
of the ministry, he shall particularly devote all his leisure time to his personal 
improvement in knowledge and grace. He shall also keep a general journal 
of all his ministerial acts, which, with a few sermons of his own composition, 
he must deliver or send annually for the inspection of the Ministerium. 

Sec. 4. All licenses shall extend to the next regular meeting of the Synod, 
or until the candidate is ordained. 

Src. 5. After a proper period of probation, or at any time, if in the judg- 
ment of the Synod a licentiate proves himself unqualified for the duties of the 
ministry, his license shall be withdrawn. 

SEc. 6. When it is decided that an applicant be licensed, the licensure shall 
proceed according to the forms provided by the General Synod. 


ARTICLE XI. 
ORDINATION. 


SECTION I. When the Synod has decided that an individual shall be per- 
manently invested with the ministerial office, the ceremony must be performed 
at the time by the assembled Synod, or by a committee, at a time appointed, 
in the charge of the person to be ordained. 

Sec. 2. In cases where want of ordination would operate against the in- 
fluence and success of a licentiate, the President may, on the recommendation 
of five ordained ministers of the Synod, ordain each licentiate. 

Sec. 3. The ceremony of Ordination shall be that provided for by the 
General Synod. 


ARTICLE XII. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


SECTION 1. At each annual convention of Synod the following seven stand- 
ing committees shall be appointed, each to consist of three members, one of 
whom may be a layman, excepting Committee No. 4, the President to be 
ex-officio Chairman of the first two named : 

(1) On Home Missions. 

(2) On Church Extension. 

(3) On Beneficiary Education. 

(4) On the Examination of Candidates for Licensure and Ordination. 

(5) On Parochial Reports. 

(6) On State of the Church. 

(7) On Minutes of Synod. 

Src. 2. The special business of the Committee on Home Missions shall be 
to look up promising fields for the organization of new churches, to have special 
oversight in co-operation with the General Board of Home Missions of all mis- 
sions located within the bounds of this Synod, to examine and pass upon all 
applications for aid to the Board of Home Missions, and in such applications 
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shall reserve the right to consultation with respect to the appointment of the 
missionaries. 

In case of the vacancy of any pastorate, this committee, in co-operation with 
the local Church Council, shall see that supplies are furnished, so as to main- 
tain regular services, and shall labor to have such vacancies filled as speedily 
as possible. 

All missions located within the bounds of this Synod shall make an annual 
report to the committee at least three weeks before the annual convention. 

All applications for aid to this committee shall be on the blanks prescribed 
for the purpose by the General Board. The committee shall present an ex- 
tended report at each annual convention of Synod, embracing all the mission- 
ary operations within the Synodical limits, together with any facts, suggestions, 
etc., that may contribute to the advancement of local Home Missions. This 
committee shall meet at any time at the call of the Chairman. 

SEc. 3. The special business of the Committee on Church Extension shall 
be to secure church lots by gifts, or otherwise, as they may provide, in localities 
that afford a fair opportunity for the inauguration of new work by our Church ; 
and also to examine and endorse all applications to the Board of Church Ex- 
tension for aid before they are transmitted to said Board. The title to all 
property secured for church purposes by this Board shall be vested in ‘‘ The 
Board of Church Extension of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the United States,’’ until such time as the title may be passed by 
the said Board of Church Extension to a regularly organized church in connec- 
tion with this Synod, using such property for church purposes ; provided, 
always, that the constitution of said local church secures to the said Board of 
Church Extension the title to this property over and above all liabilities and 
incumbrances, in case such local church should cease to exist, fail to elect 
officers, or change its ecclesiastical relations. This committee shall present a 
report to each annual convention of Synod concerning the Church Extension 
interests within its bounds. This committee shall meet at any time at the call 
of the Chairman. 

SEc. 4. All funds raised for Beneficiary Education in this Synod shall be 
paid to the Treasurer of Synod, who shall disburse them at the order of the 
Committee on Beneficiary Education as directed by the Synod. 

This committee shall have special oversight of all beneficiaries upon its 
funds ; shall require satisfactory reports of progress in scholarship and of de- 
portment ; and shall make an annual report to Synod of its general work and 
of each and every student upon its funds. 

All applicants for aid must give this committee satisfactory information 
upon the following points : 

(a) Age and present calling. 

(4) Personal piety, church membership. 

(c) Educational opportunities and attainments. 

(d@) Talents, qualifications, and call to the ministry. 
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(e) Need of pecuniary assistance. 

(f) General health and vigor of constitution. 

In case no applicant for aid appears from the bounds of this ane others 
may be received, who are duly recommended, in harmony with the above re- 
quirements, by the Board of Home Missions, or by the faculty of any General 
Synod institution of learning; provided said applicants express a willingness 
‘to labor on the territory of this Synod, if the opportunity be afforded. 

Every beneficiary receiving aid from this Synod shall be required to sign a 
note of the following form, for every sum received : 

For value received, I promise to pay to the Treasurer of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of California, the sum of dollars ; if, after I shall have 
entered the ministry, I shall be able to do so; provided, however, that if I 
should fail to enter the ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in con- 
nection with the General Synod, or fail toremain therein, or be dismissed from 
the institution of learning for misconduct, or leave the Lutheran Church, then 
the whole of the above sum shall be due, with 
-date. 

When a beneficiary has become liable for sums received as per conditions of 
above note, this committee shall take, or cause to be taken, all lawful and 
honorable means to collect said sums due this Synod. 

This committee shall meet at any time at the call of the Chairman. 

Sec. 5. The Committee on Licensure and Ordination shall consist of three 


per cent. interest from 


ordained ministers. 

All applicants for Licensure or Ordination shall appear before this com- 
mittee, and sustain a preliminary examination, as specified in Articles X. and 
XI., and no applicant shall appear before the Ministerium before being so 
examined and recommended by this committee. 

After his preliminary examination and recommendation by this committee, 
-an applicant may be subjected to a further examination by the Ministerium 
sitting as a committee of the whole. 

The ordinary meetings of this committee shall be held during the conven- 
tion of Synod. Special meetings may be held at the call of the President of 
‘Synod, as per Article V., Sec. I. 

Src. 6. Each Standing Committee is expected to send in a written report at 
the first business session of Synod. 


ARTICLE XIE. 
PROCESS AGAINST A MINISTER. 


Srcrion 3. As the honor and success of the Gospel depends very much on 
the character of its ministers, Synod ought to regard with the utmost care and 
impartiality the conduct of its members. 

Src. 2. All Christians should be very cautious in giving credit or circulation 
to an evil report of any member of the Church, and especially of a minister o 
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the Gospel. If any member knows a minister to be guilty of a private cen- 
surable fault, he should warn him in private ; if this prove fruitless, he should 
apply to the Church Council, who shall proceed as specified in Chapter III.,. 
Sec. 5, of Formula of Government. ~ 

Sec. 3. If accusation be lodged, according to Chapter III., Sec. 5, with the 
President within two months of the next Synodical meeting, he shall defer the 
matter to said meeting ; yet if the charge be one of gross immorality or cir- 
culating fundamental error in doctrine, he shall immediately direct the accused. 
to suspend all his ministerial duties until his case is decided. If such accusa- 
tion be lodged with the President at an earlier date, he shall, if the case be 
one of gross immorality or circulating fundamental error in doctrine, im-. 
mediately appoint a committee of five ordained ministers of the Synod to meet. 
without unnecessary delay, at a suitable place, and institute a formal investi- 

. gation of the case, according to the principles of this Formula. The chairman 
of the committee shall give at least ten days’ notice to all parties concerned 
of the time and place of meeting. 

Src. 4. If the Synod is divided into Conference Districts, the President may 
at his discretion intrust the matter to conference, and notify the members to- 
meet and proceed as above. 

Src. 5. Any three members of the committee, or a majority of the con- 
ference thus meeting, shall have power to proceed and hold a fair and impartial 
investigation of the case, and take all such necessary measures as may be just 
and proper to determine the guilt or innocence of the accused. 

Sec. 6. If the accused confess, and the matter be such gross immorality or 
circulating fundamental error, he shall be immediately suspended from the 
exercise of the office until the meeting of the Synod. 

Sec. 7. If a minister accused of gross offenses, being duly notified, refuse 
to attend the investigation, he shall be immediately suspended from office. 

Src. 8. If the accused deny the charge, and yet, on the examination of the 
evidence, be found guilty, the committee or conference shall nevertheless. 
proceed to pass sentence on him. 

Src. 9. The highest punishment which can be inflicted by a committee or 
special conference, appointed as above specified, is suspension from clerical 
functions ; and this sentence is to be reported at next meeting of Synod, and 
remain in force until reversed by the Synod. 

Src. 10. Any minister intending to appeal from the decision of a committee: 
or conference shall give notice of it to the chairman of the committee or con- 
ference within three weeks of the time when the decision was made, that both 
parties may be prepared for a new trial. 

SEc. 11, Conferences, not especially convened for the purpose, may attend 
to any charges of importance against a minister within their bounds, if all the 
parties concerned are prepared and willing to proceed. . 

Src. 12. If at any time accusation be lodged with the President according 
to Chap. III., Sec. 5, for a less offense than those specified in Sec. 3 of this. 
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article, he shall take no other steps in the case than to write to the accused 
and accusers, exhorting them to mutual forbearance, and referring them to the 
next Synod. 

SEC. 13. If accusation against a minister be made immediately to the Synod, 
and the Synod believe itself in possession of all the evidence necessary to a 
just decision, the case may be immediately examined and sentence passed, 
provided the accused shall have had fifteen days’ notice, together with a written 
specification of the charges brought against him, and this whether he shall be 
present at Synod or not. But if the necessary evidence be not before the 
Synod and the offense be such as specified in Sec. 3, then it shall be intrusted 
to a committee or conference to proceed as above specified. 

SEc. 14. If a minister be found guilty of gross immorality or circulating 
fundamental error in doctrine, his sentence of suspension shall not be removed 
until he shall give satisfactory evidence of penitence and reformation, and his 
restoration shall be by the same judicatory which suspended him, or at its 
recommendation. 

SEC. 15. If the common report of a minister’s guilt or any of the charges 
above specified be such as seriously to injure the cause of religion, and his own 
church do not proceed against him, it shall be the duty of any other minister 
or layman, having obtained two other signatures of credible men, to report the 
case to the President. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


* FINANCES. 


SECTION 1. All necessary expenses of this Synod shall be met by annual 
contributions by each congregation within its bounds, in such ratio as Synod 
may direct. 

Src. 2. Each congregation of this Synod shall systematically provide to. 
meet the apportionment for benevolence as directed by the General Synod and 
the California Synod. 


ARTICLE XV. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Installations and Calls. 


SECTION 1. When a minister is called to take charge of a congregation, it is 
regarded as desirable that the union between pastor and people be solemnized 
be special installation services. The President shall, therefore, appoint a com- 
mittee, when requested so to do, to attend to such services as are prescribed in 
our Liturgy for such occasions, and said committee shall report to the Presi- 
dent the act of installation. 

Src. 2. No charge shall extend a call to a pastor until it has fulfilled its 
financial obligations to its former pastor. 
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Conference Districts. 


SECTION I. This Synod shall be formed into two Conference Districts, 
divided by the Northern boundary line of San Luis Obispo, Kern and San 
Bernardino Counties. " 

Src. 2. The object of such meetings shall be the preaching of the Word, 
mutual consultation and encouragement in the work of the Lord, and seeking 
in every proper way to advance the interest of religion among the churches. 

Src. 3. Conferences may attend to any business referred to them by Synod 
or by congregations, which does not specially belong to Synod itself. 

Src. 4. The records of the proceedings of conferences shall be submitted to 
Synod for examination and review. 

Src. 5. Lay delegates may be sent to conference under the same regula- 
tions and with the same privileges as to Synods. 


ARTICLE XVI. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1. The President shall open the first session of Synod with the forms pre- 
‘scribed by the General Synod, and every session thereafter shall be opened and 
closed with prayer. In the absence of the President, the Secretary shall con- 
duct the opening exercises ; and in the absence of both, the oldest acting min- 
ister present. 

2. Calling of the roll of ministers and licentiates by the Secretary and noting 
the absentees. : 

3. Reception of lay delegates, who shall exhibit their celtificates of appoint- 
ment and be registered. 

4. Application for membership from other Lutheran Synods received. If 
objection be made to an applicant, the case shall be deferred until after Synod 
is fully organized. 

5. Reading the President’s annual report. 

6. Treasurer’s report. 

7. Delegates from other Synods or members from other bodies received. 

8. Minutes of the last Synod read or referred to a committee. 

g. All papers intended for the Synod may be handed in and verbal notice 
given of any important business intended to be brought before the Synod. 

1o. The papers may be taken up and discussed or referred to appropriate 
committees, who can report at any time when ready. Reports of special and 
standing committees shall have preference. 

11. Presentations of Parochial Reports according to the rules of Synod. 

12. Education and missionary business. This may be attended to by Synod 
as a whole, or committees may be charged with it, who shall report to Synod. 

13. Vacant congregations inquired into and provisions made for them. — 

14. Promiscuous business. 

15. Election of officers for ensuing year. 
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16. Election of delegates to General Synod, and of trustees or directors in 
any institution in which Synod is represented. All elections shall be by 
ballot. 

17. Appointment of delegates to other Synods or other ecclesiastical bodies. 

18. Choice of time and place of meeting. 

19. Adjournment of Synod to time and place of next meeting. Synod shall 
be closed with the forms prescribed by the General Synod. 


ARTICLE XVII. 
ALTERATIONS AND AMENDMENTS, ETC. 


SECTION I. This Synod may at any regular meeting adopt such By-laws as 
circumstances may require, provided they are not inconsistent with any of the 
provisions of this Constitution. 

Src. 2. This Constitution may be altered or amended, provided such alter- 
ation or amendment be set forth in writing in the precise words which are to 
be altered or amended, and as such be incorporated in the minutes, and pro- 
vided that at the next annual meeting of the Synod two-thirds of all the mem- 
bers present agree to the proposed change. Amendments or alterations to 
By-laws subject to same conditions, a year’s notice alone excepted. 


C. F. OEHLER, 
W. S. HOSKINSON, 
E, NELANDER, 

G. H. HILLERMAN, 


Committee. 
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BY-LAWS. 


1. No subject shall be discussed without being first properly presented in 
the form of a written motion with a second; and the mover shall, with the 
consent of the second, have the privilege of withdrawing such motion at any 
time before it is amended, or before the question is taken. 

2. If any proposition or motion contains two or more points, it shall be di- 
vided at the request of any member, and the vote taken separately. 

3. An amendment, to be in order, must refer to the subject under consider- 
ation; nor shall any amendment be in order beyond the second degree. 

4. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be entertained, except 
(1) to adjourn, (2) to lay on the table, (3) to close debate, (4) to post- 
pone to a specified time, (5) to refer to a committee, (6) to amend, (7) to 
postpone indefinitely—which motions shall take precedence in the order in 
which they are numbered. 

5. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except when a member 
is on the floor speaking. 

6. The motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, to close debate, and to post- 
pone indefinitely shall be taken without debate. 

7. The yeas and nays shall be taken on any question when requested by 
four members of the convention. 

8. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject without the 
permission of the convention. 

9. Before the close of the convention the President shall appoint the Commit- 
tee on Parochial Reports, on the State of the Church, and on Minutes of Synod. 
These committees shall report early in the next convention of Synod. 

1o. All the ministers and congregations must send their Parochial Reports 
to the Chairman of the Parochial Committee one week before the day of the 
assembling of Synod ; and this committee shall meet the day before the open- 
ing of Synod, arrange, and complete, and be ready to report to Synod the full 
and complete parochial report. Whenever a pastor leaves a charge, he shall 
furnish to the President of Synod a parochial report up to the time of resigna- 
tion, and until such report is furnished a letter of dismissal shall not be granted. 
Pastors shall also send to the Chairman of the Committee on the State of the 
Church a report on that subject at that time. : 

11. The Synodical year shall close one week before the day for the conven- 


tion of Synod, and everything given or done after that day shall be credited as 
work of the new year. 
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OFFICERS, 1900- 10g 17 


President. 
MRS. WILLIAM KELLY, 568 Twelfth St., Oakland, Cal 


First Vice-President. 
Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD, 1727 J St., Sacramento, Cal. 


Second Vice-President. 


Mrs. H. MAUCH, 1711 Geary St., San Francisco, Cal. 


Third Vice-President. 
Mrs J. A. COBB, 247 S. Hill St., Los Angeles, Cal. 


Recording Secretary. 
Miss M. R. LOVE, 2236 Fifteenth St., San Francisco, Cal. 


Corresponding Secretary. 


Miss K. STUBER, 1225 L St., Sacramento, Cal. 


Treasurer. 


Mrs. J. C. WALLING, 585 El Dorado Ave., Oakland, Cal. 


Historian. 


MRS. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 1539 Polk St., San Francisco, Cal. 


Literature Committee, 


MRS. J. A. COBB, 247 S. Hill St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
MRS. G. H. HILLERMAN, 154 Orange St., Riverside, Cal. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 3.30 P. M. 


The Ninth Annual Convention of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society met according to appointment in the 
parlors of the First English Lutheran Church, of San Francisco, 
Cal., Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., pastor. 

The session opened with devotional exercises, conducted by 
the President, Mrs. R. H. Young, of San Diego. 

The address of welcome was given by Mrs. E. Nelander, of 
San Francisco, Cal. 

To this cordial welcome Miss K. Stuber, of Sacramento, re- 
sponded on behalf of the delegates. 

At this point an invitation was extended the convention to 
visit the Synod to listen to an address on ‘‘ Home Missions,’’ 
by Dr. S. B. Barnitz, Western Secretary of the Board of Home 
Missions. 
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The credentials of the delegates were then presented and en- 
rolled as follows : 


Sacramento, English—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson. 
Sacramento, German—Miss Stuber, 
| Mrs. G. Grunewald, 
Mrs. Meckfessel. 
Christian Endeavor Soctety—Miss Lizzie Sachs. 
San Francisco, English—Mrs. J. Everding, 
Mrs. E. Johansen, 
Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 
San Francisco, German—Mrs. H. Mauch, 
Miss Folcke. 
Oaklanéd—Mrs. William Kelly, 
Mrs. A. E. Fox. 
San Jose—Mrs. W. E. Fry, ’ 
_ Miss Cora Wolf. 
Los Angeles—Miss J. Steele. 
Riverside—Mrs. G. H. Hillerman (a. e.). 
San Diego—Mrs. R. H. Yourg. 
Alameda—Mrs. William Brandes, 
Mrs. J. Lubben. 


a. e.—Absent and excused. 


Rev. William Kelly here addressed the convention and spoke 
of the advisability of publishing a paper, to be called the West- 
ern Lutheran, on this coast. 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Mrs. J. C. Walling, and Mrs. G. 
Grunewald were appointed the committee to write to the different 
auxiliaries to solicit subscribers for the same. 

The President appointed the following committees : 


List of Committees. 


Presidents Address—Mrs. Hoskinson, Miss K. Stuber. 
Auditing Committee—Mrs. J. Everding, Miss J. Steele. 
Letters and Papers—Mrs. Fox and Miss L. Sachs. 
Resolutions—Mrs. §. E. Bittle-Myers, Mrs. G. Grunewald. 
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Literature—Miss M. Folcke, Mrs. Mauch. 
Constitution—Mrs. J. C. Walling, Mrs. Hoskinson, Miss Stuber. 


Reporters to Papers. 


Lutheran Observer—Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

Lutheran Evangelist—Miss K. Stuber. 

Lutheran World—Mtrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

Missionary Journal—Miss M. Love. 

Daily Papers—Mrs. G. G. Burnett. 

Next on the programme was the address of the President, 
Mrs. R. H. Young, of San Diego. 


President’s Address. 


Dear Sisters » It seems but a few short months since it was our privilege and 
pleasure to welcome the Eighth Annual Convention of the California Synod at 
San Diego. Time flies fast when we are engaged in the Master’s work. We 
have come together again to reconsecrate ourselves to the blessed cause of mis- 
sions and to talk over our Father’s business. His business is urgent, and His. 
field all ripe for the harvest. Let us press forward with a determination to do 
greater things during the year 1900 than have ever been done in the past. 
And we may strive to bring our lives, as well as those of our fellows, up to the 
high plain where Christ invites us. He says, ‘‘On my hand-maidens will I 
pour forth of my spirit.’ May we claim this promise and ‘‘ our lips be filled 
with truth, our voices with prayer, our eyes with pity, our hands with charity, 
our hearts with love.”’ 

In reviewing the work of the year, it is very gratifying to note the increasing 
interest and activity of the auxiliaries. Circulating libraries have been estab- 
lished in several of the societies. Christian Endeavor Societies have become 
auxiliary in others. An increased number of Missionary Journals are taken,. 
denoting new interest in literature. 

The Chairman of our Literature Committee has been untiring in her efforts. 
to extend this branch of our work. It is pleasing to note an increase of mem- 
bers and of money raised. The plan of tithing seems to be gaining in favor 
with our members. This way of meeting our obligations should be adopted 
by all. It is the true way. 

I have kept in touch with every society of the Synod by writing an occa- 
sional letter. The answers have usually been prompt and of an encouraging 
nature, more than repaying me for the time spent. 

We are sorry to note the disbanding of Rev. Jatho’s church at Oakland, and 
with it the Missionary Society. It is to be hoped the sisters will reorganize. In 
all our other churches there are live, active societies. 
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The President of one of our auxiliaries writes, ‘“‘ If we could get into closer 
contact with our workers, by receiving a personal letter once in a while from 
either the home or foreign field, perhaps it would create new interest.’’ She . 
also adds, ‘‘In the East they have the returned missionaries speaking in their 
meetings and conventions. To be sure, we have the Journal, Observer, and 
other Church papers, but these are not the same as a visit or a personal letter — 
to a society.”’ 

As we are so far from the East that we cannot hope to receive visits from our 
returned missionaries, I would suggest that hereafter the President of the Syn- 
odical Society, assisted by the Vice-Presidents, visit as many of the auxiliaries 
each year as possible. And it would be well to hold meetings that would cor- 
respond to conferences in the Synods. Two meetings of this kind in the 
central part of the State and one in the southern, held during the fall months, 
would do much to increase our interest. 

Another President writes, ‘‘I intend to push the special objects, for I think 
the auxiliaries should stand by the general society.’’? Her society has made a 
splendid record for the year, which shows the value of earnest determination 
in spiritual as well as temporal matters. The Lord helps those who help 
themselves. If we will only put ourselves in the attitude of the man who said, 
‘“‘Here am I, Lord, what wilt thou have me do? Here am I, send me!’’ 
much greater would be our progress. God never sends us on useless errands. 
‘There are no useless wheels in God’s machinery. 

Several of the ‘‘needs’’ mentioned in the ‘‘Greeting’’ from the general 
society have been given as subjects for individual papers at this convention, for 
the purpose of bringing out valuable thoughts and new methods of work. I 
hope you will all use your note-books freely that the good seed sown at this 
convention may, by you, be carried back to the home societies, where it will 
spring up and bear much fruit. 

‘In accordance with action taken at the last convention, the excellent papers 
read at the same were type-written and circulated among all the auxiliaries. 
The plan is good and should be followed up. 

A question box has been provided into which we hope will be dropped any 
knotty problems that, experience has taught us, exist in all society work. 
“Ask and ye shall receive.’’ Recently there has been a French cruiser in 
San Diego Bay, with searchlights so powerful that they would illuminate an 
object miles away. We are often perplexed about what to do and how to do 
it. But God can enlighten us if we will only listen to His words and allow 
the searchlight of His love to illumine our hearts. 

I would advise that the Historian’s Report be printed in the minutes of the 
convention, as a valuable reference for the coming year’s work. 

Our Literature Committee has been at a loss to furnish German tracts, some 
of our German societies much preferring the same. This want should be met. 

Those present who attended the last convention will recall the delightful 
afternoon spent at the Terrace, the home of our sister, Mrs. Dr. Wedekind. 


W. H. & F. M. S. OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 49 


‘With sadness we record her departure, but her sweet, patient face and loy- 
able, Christian character in memory abide with us still. 

The earnest appeal for temporal aid which comes from hungry India is, as it 
should be, meeting with a prompt and sympathetic response. We send mis- 
Sionaries to that land to minister to the spiritual needs of its people, but who 
does not remember that a hungry man is a poor subject to work upon? (And 
I think this applies to the women as well.) When we recall the fact that two 
or three cents per day will purchase sufficient food to keep one person alive, 
we should each be able to see and grasp our opportunity, for can we doubt 
that it is God-given? And may not this famine be His plan for reaching the 
hearts of our heathen brothers and sisters? Let us do quickly what we can, 
and to the doing add earnest prayer for the speedy relief of suffering India, 
and for the pouring out of showers of spiritual blessings on that thirsty land. 

During the year a number of new missionaries went to both India and Africa, 
and the hands of the workers were greatly strengthened. Unfortunately two 
of those to Africa were soon stricken with fever and died in a few days. 


“ How strange she should sleep so profoundly, 
So young, so unworn by the strife, 
While beside her, brimful of its nectar, 
Untouched, stood the goblet of life.’’ 


Loving Christ and His cause above everything else, they said, ‘‘ Thy will 
be done, not ours; we will go.’’ Will anyone say that the sacrifice was too 
great, or that the lives of our beloved sisters, Mrs. J. D. Simon and Mrs. W. 
M. Beck, were spent in vain ? 


“They have solved it—life’s wonderful problem, 
The deepest, the strongest, the last ; 
And into the school of the angels, 
With the answer, forever have passed.” 


Ts it not ours to take up the unfinished work with the same earnest devotion, 
just where they laid it down ? 

In closing, I wish to assure you of my appreciation of the loyal support and 
Christian charity extended to myself and the other officers of the Synodical 
Society during the past year. We undertook the work with fear and trembling, 
and in our own strength should have failed. To a dear, loving Father we give 
all the praise for whatever success has been achieved. ‘‘ Hitherto the Lord 
has helped us.’? Let us go forward in His strength. 


Then followed the reports of Synodical officers. 


The Corresponding Secretary, Miss K. Stuber, of Sacramento, 
read her report, after which the report of the Treasurer, Mrs. J. 
C. Walling was presented as follows : 
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_ Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Historian, gave the Synodical history 
since organization. 
Our Synodical History. 

Upon April 28th, 1892, the delegates from five of our mission churches in 
California assembled in this church for the purpose of organizing a Synodical 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society. : 

The five missions were: Sacramento, English Lutheran; Oakland, First 
Lutheran ; San José, Grace Lutheran; San Francisco, First Lutheran ; and 
Los Angeles, First English Lutheran. 

Mrs. A. V. Hamma, Treasurer of the Executive Board of the General 
Society, was with us, and aided us in our organization by her counsel and 
experience. It was a small beginning. Financially we were weak, numeri- 
cally few. In faith and hope we were strong. We knew the great need of 
Protestant churches in our great young State, and, trusting in God, we looked 
forward to a future of better things to come. 

Our convention now, eight years later, numbers ten auxiliaries—San Diego, 

‘Sacramento German Lutheran, San Francisco German Lutheran (Rev. 
Gehrcke’s), Alameda (Rev. William Brandes), and Riverside English Luth- 
eran. An increase of five societies in these last years. Our financial strength 
has not increased as much as we desired, although we have raised considerable 
money for missionary purposes. Three long vacancies in our churches of pas- 
toral effort proved very detrimental to our societies, and one suspended all 
effort to exist, but after a pastor came it revived, and we hope will never again 
collapse. We hope that we are’ on the eve of a more enlarged work in our 
church. 

We have the greatest field in the United States in which to spread the plain, 
simple truths of our dear Lutheran Church, with the thousands daily coming 
to us and making homes for themselves in our lovely climate and grand State ; 
we have the material right at our hands to missionate amongst, and no mighty 
ocean to cross or new foreign language to learn. 

Sisters of this convention, let us turn our eyes to the cross of Christ, taking 
His life as our model; let our motto for this year be ‘‘ Forward to greater work 


for Jesus.”’ ; 
Reports from Societies. 


: SAN DIEGO AUXILIARY. 
The State of this Society is very encouraging. It is growing in numbers. 
and interest, and the outlook for the future very promising. | Number of 
members, 21; Journals taken, 14; Mission Studies, 2; several church papers. 


taken ; amount raised for the year for missionary purposes, $39.98. 
Mrs. J. E. BOYCE, Secretary. 


RIVERSIDE, TRINITY LUTHERAN. 
The state of this society is better than it was a year ago. “The membership: 
is larger and more interest is felt in the work, more money raised, and more 
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Journals taken than previously. Number of members, 23; Journals taken, 
11; Mission Studies, 2; church papers, 3; amount raised for missionary pur- 


poses, $25.75. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, Secretary. 


SACRAMENTO, GERMAN LUTHERAN. 


The general state of this society is very good. Number of members, 54 
active; 10 honorary; total, 64; Journals taken, 29; church papers, 20; 
amount of funds raised for all purposes, $177.81. 

Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD, Secretary. 


SACRAMENTO, FIRST ENGLISH. 


The state of this society is full of interest, and profitable meetings are held 
with a fair average attendance. Number of members, 24; Journals, 6; Mis- 
sion Studies, 4; amount raised for missionary purposes, $35. 


Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, Secretary. 


SAN JOSE, GRACE LUTHERAN. 


General state of society good. The members are few, but faithful. Num- 
ber of members, 18; number of Journals, 12; Mission Studies, 3; church 
papers, 4; amount raised for missionary purposes, $20.25. 


Mrs. A. D. CAMPBELL, Secretary. 


LOS ANGELES, FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN. 


The state of this society is excellent; members take turns in opening the 
devotional part of the meetings. They also have a circulating library for dis- 
tributing missionary intelligence among the church members. Their outlook 
is promising for the future. Number of members, 25; Journals taken, 12; 
Mission Studies, I; amount of funds raised, $104. This includes a box sent 
to Miss Bingham, for the Indians at Christmas, valued at $10. 


Miss R. HICKETHIER, Secretary. 


OAKLAND, FIRST LUTHERAN. 


The society is growing slowly, the members take an interest in the work, 
and the future looks encouraging. Number of members, 17; Journals taken, 
8; Mission Studies, 1; several church papers are taken, the number not 
known ; amount of funds raised for missionary purposes during the year, $12.50. 


Mrs. WILLIAM KELLY, President. 


ST. MATTHEW’ S, GERMAN. 


The general state of the society is prosperous. The President and officers 
and members are fully devoted to the work. Number of members, 54; num- 
bers of Journals, none; church papers, 3; amount of funds raised for mis- 
sionary purposes during the year, $70.95. 
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SAN FRANCISCO, FIRST LUTHERAN, 


General state of the society good, and hopeful of the future. Number of 
members, 27 ; Journals, 6; Mission Studies, 1; several church papers are taken 
by the different members ; amount of funds raised for all purposes, $53.10. 


Miss M. R. LOVE, Secretary. 


ALAMEDA, GERMAN LUTHERAN. 


This society grows slowly, but surely. Number of members, 32 active; I 
honorary ; number of Journals or Mission Studies not known. Funds raised 
for missionary purposes, $19.45. 

Mrs. WILLIAM BRANDES, President. 


Total amount raised by societies, $497.07. 

The Synodical Society has been served during the eight years 
of its existence by the following Presidents : 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Oakland Church, two years. 

Mrs. Maggart, First English Lutheran Church, San Diego, one 
year. ; 

Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, First English Lutheran Church, Sac- 
ramento, two years. 

Mrs. J. Everding, First English Lutheran Church, San Fran- 
cisco, two years. 

Mrs. R. H. Young, First English Lutheran Church, San Diego, 
one year. 

Lhe reports of the auxiliary delegates showed the work as pro- 
gressing most favorably. 

Miss L. Sachs, of the Christian Endeavor Society, of the Ger- 
man Lutheran Church, of Sacramento, gave an encouraging 
report of the mission work of that Society, after which the Secre- 
tary read the Report of the Literature Committee, prepared by 
Mrs. J. A. Cobb, of Los Angeles, and chairman of that com- 
mittee. 

All these reports were accepted and referred to appropriate 
committees. 

Mrs. J. Everding, delegate to the General Convention, held 
in Baltimore, then gave a full and excellent report of the pro- 
ceedings which took place there, and it was listened to with 
much interest by all present. 
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Greetings from Riverside were received with best wishes for a 
pleasant and profitable convention. The President presented 
the greetings from San Diego, requesting delegates to convey the 
convention’s greetings, upon their return, to respective societies. 

The President here called attention to the Literature table, in 
charge of Miss Sachs. 

On motion, duly passed, the President appointed a committee 
to revise the By-laws. 

After the reading of a communication from Mrs. E. S. Prince, 
of the Executive Committee, by the President, Mrs. Young, of 
San Diego, the session adjourned with prayer. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY, 9.30 A. M. 

The session opened with devotional services, conducted by 
Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, of San Francisco. 

After the calling of the roll, minutes of the preceding session 
were read and, on motion, approved. 

The Synod was here invited to visit our convention for a short 
while. We listened with both interest and pleasure to the brief 
addresses of the ministers. 

Dr. Barnitz brought greetings from the Executive Committee. 

On motion, the members of the Church who were present were 
received as advisory members. 

A most interesting paper on ‘‘ How Shall We Come in Closer 
Contact with Each Other?’’ was then read by Mrs. Grunewald, 
of Sacramento. 

This was followed with an excellent one prepared by Mrs. J. 
E. Hoick, of San Diego, entitled ‘‘ More Liberal Giving of 
Time, Means, and Self,’’ and read by Mrs. G. G. Burnett. 

A resolution was passed requesting the Corresponding oS 
tary to send Mrs. Hoick greetings and thanks. 

Miss Steele, of Los Angeles, read a paper, ‘“‘How Can a 
Greater Desire for Knowledge and Information on the Subject of 
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Missions be Aroused?’’ written by Mrs. J. A. Cobb, of Los 
Angeles, Chairman of the Literature Committee. This paper 
urged the necessity of using more literature in our societies. 

Remarks were made by the various delegates regarding the 
purchasing of the photographs of the home and foreign mis- 
sionaries. It was decided that this matter be left in the hands 
of the committee. ; 

Next on the programme was the discussion, ‘‘ Greater Loyalty 
to Our Own Society,’’ opened by Mrs. J. Everding, of San 
Francisco, and participated in by different delegates. The ma- 
jority of them expressed their views upon this subject, which 
were listened to with much interest. 

The question box, in charge of Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, occu- 
pied the next fifteen minutes, after which the session adjourned. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Session opened with devotional exercises, led by Mrs. J. C. 
Walling, of Oakland. 

After the calling of the roll of delegates, minutes of the pre- 
ceding session were read and, on motion, approved. 

The offering, amounting to $5.55, was handed to Treasurer 
for Synodical Fund. 

A most interesting and well-prepared paper, entitled ‘‘ The 
Interest of All the Women of the Church and the Securing of 
‘Them as Members of the Society,’’ was then read by Mrs. W. S. 
Hoskinson, of Sacramento. Many helpful suggestions were given 
upon this subject. 

Rev. G. H. Hillerman here addressed the convention in con- 
nection with the work of Riverside, requesting a resolution be 
sent to the Executive Committee concerning the proposed new 
building at Riverside. 

The President appointed Mrs. J. Everding and Mrs. S. E. 
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Bittle-Myers the committee to draft a resolution to be sent the 
General Society. 


Resolved, That we most earnestly ask the Board.of Home Missions through: 
their Executive Committee to donate the sum of two thousand dollars to the 
Riverside Mission, under the care of Rev. G. H. Hillerman, as we are con- 
vinced of the urgency and desirability of the need of this sum to assist in the: 
erection of a church for that point. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. EVERDING, 
Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS. 


We then listened to a paper by Mrs. William Kelly, of Oak- 
land, entitled ‘‘ What Influence have Christians at Home on the 
Work Abroad ?’’ 

Next in order being the reports of various committees, the 
Auditing Committee presented the following : 


Report of Auditing Committee. 
We have examined the Treasurer’s Report, and found it correct. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. EVERDING, 
Miss J. STEELE. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 

We have carefully examined the President’s Address and recognize in it the- 
earnest spirit of devotion that has characterized all her work during the past. 
year. 

We commend the close contact maintained between herself and the auxil- 
iaries by frequent correspondence, as worthy the imitation of future Presidents. 

We note with pleasure the introduction of the circulating library in some of 
our societies, and the fact that one Christian Endeavor society has become 
auxiliary. to the Synodical Society. An increased interest is manifested in the- 
larger membership and amount of money raised ; also in number of Missionary 
Journals taken. 

We commend the President’s indorsement of tithing—the Scriptural plan of 
giving. We urge the importance of the Synodical President visiting the auxil- 
iaries when possible. We also favor conference meetings during the year in 
the central and southern portions of the State under the supervision of the 
President or Vice-President. 

We note the loyalty to our General Society in the prominence given on our 
programme to the ‘‘ Needs’’ presented by that body. 

We advise the continuance of the custom of circulating convention papers. 
among the auxiliaries. : 

The printing of the Historian’s Report meets with our approval. 
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We commend the appeal for starving India as worthy the attention of 
auxiliaries. 

We recognize the great loss our work on the Pacific Coast has sustained in 
the death of Mrs. Wedekind, of the San Diego Church ; also the great sorrow 
of the Church at large in the death of Mrs. J. D. Simon and Mrs. W. M. 
Beck. May a double portion of the spirit of these devoted Christian women 
fall upon us. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W..S. HOSKINSON, 
Miss K. STUBER. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 

Your committee, to whom were referred the papers and letters of the conven- 
tion, would report having examined the following papers : 

“¢ How Shall We Come in Closer Contact with Each Other ?’’ which was 
most interesting and full of good thoughts. 

A most earnest and well-prepared paper by Mrs. J. E. Hoick, of San Diego, 
most kindly read by Mrs. G. G. Burnett, of San Francisco, the subject being 
“More Liberal Giving of Time, Means, and Self.’’ 

‘¢ How Can a Greater Desire for Knowledge and Information on the Subject 
of Missions be Aroused?”’ by Mrs. J. A. Cobb, of Los Angeles, kindly read 
by Miss Steele, and which was very much appreciated. 

‘<The Interest of All the Women of the Church and the Securing of Them 
as Members of the Society,’’ by Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, of Sacramento, which 
contained some very helpful ideas and full of good suggestions. 

<« What Influence Have Christians at Home on the Work Abroad ?”’ by Mrs. 
William Kelly, of Oakland, which, like the rest, was well prepared and appre- 
ciated by all. 

Letters were also handed us from Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, of Riverside ; 
Mrs. E. S. Prince, of Springfield, Ohio, both sending greetings and Godspeed 
from their respective societies, and urging us all to still greater faithfulness to 
_ this great work in the future. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. A. E. FOX, 
Miss L. SACHS. 


Report of the Committee on Resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That we gratefully acknowledge the loving, watchful care of 
our blessed Lord Jesus over us during the past year, in preserving our lives, and 
bringing us together again in convention. That the thanks of this convention 
to our Synodical officers be expressed by a rising vote. 

2. Resolved, That a cordial letter of friendship be written to Mrs. Prince, of 
the Executive Board, by our Corresponding Secretary, expressing our regret that 
she was unable to visit us at this time, and a hope that next year may find her 


amongst us. ; 
3. Resolved, That a letter of sympathy and condolence be sent to the family 
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of Mr. Cantrell upon the untimely and deeply to be regretted death of his be- 
loved daughter, Miss Kate L. Cantrell, and that we express our sorrow at the 
loss of our friend and delegate by a rising vote. 

4. Resolved, That the thanks of this convention “be returned to our Synod- 
ical delegate, Mrs. J. Everding, for the efficient service she rendered to our Cal- 
ifornia field by her active work in the Biennial Convention in our behalf during 
her visit there, thereby securing to us a continued interest in our mission work 
here, and that this convention adopt and act upon the resolutions as embodied 
in her report and ordered by that body. 

5. Resolved, That the delegates be instructed to report to their societies 
upon their return home the resolutions and the financial work laid out for the 
year, and urge the members to renewed activity in commencing the financial 
department early in the year and not delaying it until near its close. 

6. Resolved, That we bow in humble submission to the will of our heavenly 
Father as manifested in the early death of our sisters, Mrs. Simon and Mrs. 
Beck, in the African Mission field, and that this mysterious providence may be 
sanctified to their families by Him who is too wise to err and knoweth what is 
best, and that we sympathize with our brothers there in their great loss, 

7. Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be returned to this church 
for their hospitality to us during our sessions and for their cordial greeting ; 
also to the press of the city for their notices of our work. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 
Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD. 


Report of Committee on Literature Committee. 


We find the Report of the Literature Committee correct, and the interest of 
the auxiliary societies fairly good. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. H. MAUCH, 
Miss M. FOLCKE. 


Report of Committee in Regard to Oakland Paper— Visitor.” 


The committee resolved to write to the different auxiliaries enclosing a copy 
of the Visztor, and request them to subscribe for it. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 
Mrs. J. C. WALLING, 
Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD. 


It was moved, seconded, and passed that the President’s Ad- 
dress, Treasurer’s Report, and the Revised By-laws be printed in 
the Minutes. 
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The following bills were presented, and, on motion, ordered 
paid : , 


To Mrs. R. H. Young for Traveling Expenses.................... $35 00 
Mromvinsey...©.. Walling."Mreasurétm yy. fiouk ees data lece ge eine w co's 4 50 
To Miss K. Stuber, Corresponding Secretary............5....2--% 2 50 
sromvirs. Voung, lor Printing: Programmes. . 2... sc5.40.0eesseess 2 50 


To Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Historian, incidental expenses 


Mrs. J. Everding’s bill, amounting to $1.03, was most kindly 
and generously donated by her, which was received by a rising 
vote of thanks. 

Mrs. Cobb, Chairman of Literature Committee, gladly donated 
her bill, to the amount of $2.50. 

The invitation to meet in Los Angeles next year was accepted. 

The election of officers was then entered into. (See page 
44.) 

Mrs. R. H. Young was duly elected delegate to the General 
Convention, with Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers as alternate. 

The President then escorted Mrs. Kelly to the Chair, with a 
few brief remarks. 

The session adjourned, with prayer by Mrs. S. E. Bittle- 
Myers. 


SUNDAY EVENING. 


The Anniversary Service was presided over by Mrs. William 
Kelly, of Oakland. 

Anthem, by the choir. 

Hymn 33 5, ‘« Hasten, Lord, the glorious time.’’ 

Scripture reading, Philippians iv. 1-7. 

Anthem, by the choir. 

Prayer, by Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 

Hymn, ‘‘ From Greenland’s icy mountains.”’ 

Address, ‘‘ Our Work in California ; Its Needs and Possibil- 
ities.’’ Rev. W. E. Fry, of San José. 

Hymn 347, ‘‘ When morning’s light is breaking.”’ 
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Paper, ‘‘Our Vast Opportunities in Home and Foreig 7 
Fields,’’ by Miss M, Folcke, of San Francisco. 

Anthem, by the choir. « . a 

Address, ‘‘America’s Greatest Need,’’ by Dr. S. B. peal 
Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions. 

Offertory. 

Benediction, Rev. William Kelly, of Oakland. 


Miss MINNIE R. LOVE, : 
Recording Secretary. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
IQOI-1902. . 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. WILLIAM KELLY, 568 Twelfth Street, Oakland, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 154 Orange Street, Riverside, Cal. 


; TREASURER. 
P.S. LEISENRING, M. D., Stoll Building, Sacramento, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1901-1902. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
Rev. WILLIAM KELLY, Rev. C. F. O9EHLER, 
Rev. WILLIAM E. FRY. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


_@ 
Rev. WILLIAM KELLY, Rev. F. C. VIERKE, 
H. A. GETZ. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 


Rey. E. NELANDER, Pu. D., Rey. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
G. G. BURNETT. 


EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Rey. W.S. HOSKINSON, D. D.. Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D., 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


Rey. J. E. HOICK, ev. H. J. WEAVER, 


R 
Pror. F. P. DAVIDSON. 


PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


J. W. FRICKE, A. E. FOX, 
FREDERICK MECKFESSEL. 


, MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
Rey. H. GEHRCKE, Rev. E, NELANDER, Px. D., 
J. C. WALLING. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place.—Alameda, Cal. 
Date.—April 9, 1902. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


> 


Wednesday Evening. 


SYNODICAL SERMON (BY THE PRESIDENT). 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


Thursday Evening. 


HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Principal. Alternate. 
Rev. Co Pe ORHMERS Rev. J. S. MOSER. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK. 


Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. WILLIAM E. FRY. 
6 


Friday Afternoon. 
DOCTRINAL—ART. IV. AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 


Rev. H. GEHRCKE. Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. 


PRACTICAL—-CHURCH ATTENDANCE. 


Rey. G. H. HILLERMAN. Rey. F.C. VIERKE: 


Friday Evening. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Rev. H. J. WEAVER. RETA SA DELO: 


ORPHANS’ HOME. 


Rey. jf: BE: HOICK: Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., APRIL 17-19, 1901. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, Ig01, 8 P. M. 

The Eleventh Annual Convention of California Synod 
assembled in the First English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, 
Cal., Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, pastor. 

The liturgical service was conducted by Revs. E. Nelander, 
fh: D., H. J. Weaver, W. E. Fry, and G. H. Hillerman. 

The Synodical sermon was preached by the President, Rev. 
J. E. Hoick, from Matt. ix. 29, upon the theme, ‘‘ Our Getting 
Dependent on Our Capacity.’’ Synodical communion followed. 


- -o- 


FIRST SESSION. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1901, 9 A. M. 


Synod was regularly opened by the President with the forms 
prescribed in the Ministerial Acts of the General Synod. 
After reception of new members and lay delegates, the 


following composed the 
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Synodical Roll. 


mal = 

4 
5 2 CLERICAL. RESIDENCE. Lay. 
ae 
a= | 
A | 
a | 
1836|S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D.a.e.|San Diego. 
1856 E. Unangst, D. D., a. e...|Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
1876) William 1elly. <0. 24... .. a)Oakland 275. 4. 2 H. W. DuMars, a. e. 
POH lo Se OSes ga stC a eae eaves Los Gatos. 
1879, W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D.,} 

eines al steieca mie vee yas Sacramento)... .. ‘Frank Meckfessel. 

TSS 0| |e SCWMMNEreh wacker ete tae Monrovia. 
Tsssil.. ©; Routzahn, o. 2:0... Arroyo Grande. 
LSS7TIA. PRNOLSAA 4 ako tw See Oakland. 
TESS. Fs Ochiler. hae keds ae SACTAMENLO) 1.1. he ‘Fred. Meckfessel, a. e. 
1889) William Brandes.......... iNVamuie da Sie) eee eee Theodor Victors, a. @. 
1Sso|. Nelander, Ph. D. 7.2... San Francisco....|J. W. Fricke. 
T3890) William, Wy Eitvene. snes see Sanu] Ose sq pe separ James L. Swink, a. e. 
1891 V. GaeAG iresslem ranean Leipzig, Ger. 
1892/H Gehrcke, a.¢.... 20... San Francisco,.../Albert Kuner, a. e. 
TSOANEL Ja Weaver. a5 ce. /Los Angeles... ...|Benjamin Kohlmeirer. 
TSO4 lah eldolele Many ac ements \San Diego. . 5.73: H. Seebold. 
TSOO|H. (Ch Vierkerfuet. nc. oo Redlands. 
1896/G. H. Hillerman... ....... [Riversides cso .y..- C. W. Castleman, a. ¢. 


a.e, Absent and excused. 
* Received from Miami Synod. + Received from Oregon Synod, G. C. 


President’s Report. 


Beloved Brethren: \n the kind providence of God, we are assembled in 
our Eleventh Annual Convention. In accordance with the requirements of 
the Constitution I herewith submit a record of my official acts, together with 


such other items of interest and importance as should claim the attention of 
Synod. 


RESIGNATIONS AND DISMISSIONS. 


August roth, 1900, Rev. J. W. Ball wrote me that he had accepted a call 
to the Children’s Memorial Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Mo. He requested 
a letter of dismission to the Kansas Synod, which was granted. 

October 4th, 1900, Rev. W. E. Fry resigned Grace Lutheran Church, San 
José, the resignation to take effect January Ist, 1901. Since the latter date he 
has been a supply at the request of the Executive Committee of the Home 
Mission Board, until his successor is on the field, who is expected soon after 


Easter. We trust that Brother Fry will remain with us and continue to 
advance the interests of our Synod. 
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ADMISSIONS. 


September 18th, 1900, Rev. H. J. Weaver informed me of his acceptance 
of the call tendered him by the First Lutheran Church of Los Angeles. 

December 2d, 1900, a letter of honorable dismission granted to Brother 
Weaver was received from the Synod of Miami. He was accordingly received 
as a member of this Synod and on the same date publicly installed, the Secre- 
tary of Synod delivering the charge to the congregation, and your oe 
delivering the charge to the pastor. 

March gth, 1901, Rev. F. C. Vierke wrote me that the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board of Home Missions had appointed him to the Redlands 
field. He enclosed an excellent testimonial from the President of the Oregon 
Synod, connected with the General Council, expressing the desire to become 
a member of the California Synod. As the credential was not in the form of 
a ‘‘ Letter of Dismission,’’ your President determined, after consultation with 
others, to defer action to the consideration of Synod, especially as it was to 
convene within a few weeks. Brother Vierke is present, and his application 
and papers are referred to the Examining Committee. 


NEW CHURCHES, CONGREGATIONS. 


Trinity Lutheran Church, Riverside, is to be congratulated on its progress 
during the past year. Under the faithful and persevering efforts of its pastor, 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman, a well-located church lot has been purchased for 
' $980.00. Plans have been made for a neat church edifice with connecting 
Sunday school room. Already $1800.00 have been secured from members 
and friends and $2000.00 as a donation from Woman’s Missionary Society. 
Ground will soon be broken and the corner-stone laid. It is confidently ex- 
pected that, with a commodious and well-located edifice, the work of Trinity 
will go on with rapidity and prosperity. 

Redlands and San Bernardino. Work in these two prosperous places will 
soon be started under the care of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society. In November, 1899, a canvass of the field was made by Rev. C. F. 
Oehler. The outlook was so favorable that it was recommended that a Ger- 
man Mission be started. The recommendation was received with favor, but 
the start was delayed because of the inability to secure a pastor proficient in 
both German and English. An available workman has now been secured, 
and within a short time a new star will be added to the galaxy of our Synodical 
roll. 

The First Lutheran Church of San Diego has reduced its indebtedness by 
$1000.00, leaving it now 1500.00. 

The First Lutheran Church, Oakland, has paid $500.00 0n its debt. Within 
a year or two it will be entirely free. 

The First Lutheran Church, San José, has reduced its indebtedness 


$350.00, to $1150.00. , 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

1. Church Exemption. Vt is a cause of congratulation that the amendment 
to the State Constitution, relating to the exemption of churches from taxation, 
was carried by a large majority. In response to inquiries sent to the different 
pastors, it has been learned that a saving will be effected to the churches of 
our Synod amounting in the aggregate to $598.55. This saving will doubtless 
be made apparent not by less giving, but by enlarged contributions for benevo- 
lence, greater self-support of our missions, or relieved fmancial strain for some 
of our churches. 

2. The Western Lutheran, which a year ago was a possibility, is now a 
reality. The requisite number of subscribers having been assured, its appear- 
ance promptly followed. This periodical, neat in appearance, newsy, and 
well managed, is filling a felt want among our coast churches. Separated, as 
are the workmen upon the wall, this messenger is the medium of encourage- 
ment and help. <A periodical deserving of hearty support is the Western 
Lutheran. 

3. Dr. Sprecher’s Anniversary. On December 28th, 1900, this venerable 
father in Israel celebrated the ninetieth anniversary of his birth. Upon this 
occasion he was the recipient of numerous congratulations, among them being 
a ‘Tribute of Love’’ from former students. This volume, beautifully 
bound in morocco, is filled with words of loving appreciation and gratitude. 
For his continued good health and unabated mental vigor, we, as a Synod, 
join in thanksgiving to God, ‘‘ who is crowning his life with loving kindness 
and tender mercies.”’ 

4. Visit of Africa Missionaries. The cause of foreign missions has been 
given a decided impetus by the visitations of our churches by two honored 
servants of the Lord, Dr. and Mrs. Pohlmann. It is the opinion of the Synod 
that more frequent visits to the Pacific coast by missionaries and secretaries 
would be efforts well spent. 

RECOMMENDATION, 

As there are about $150.00 in the Beneficiary Education Fund, for which 
no apparent need exists, your President recommends that some action be taken 
in properly appropriating part or all of that sum for some good use. 

CONCLUSION. 

In concluding this report, may I not urge you to take courage from the pro- 
gress of the past decade? At its beginning there were but two hundred and 
eighty-five members and two church edifices. Now our Synod has one thou- 
sand three hundred and twenty-five members and eight beautiful edifices. The 
work has never been stronger, nor the outlook more encouraging. May the 
great Head of the Church lead us in the deliberations of the Eleventh Annual 
Convention, as well as in future days of activity, 


Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOLES 


The report was referred to the proper committee. 
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Owing to the absence of the Treasurer, the Treasurer’s Report 
was read by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and, after reception, 
was referred to the Auditing Committee. (See Appendix B. ) 

The report of the Committee on Minutes of Synod of Last 
Year was then read, and, after consideration, seriatim, was 
adopted as follows : 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Year. 

I. On the second page of the cover we find that, under ‘‘ Corporate Names. 
and Titles,’’ the German Theological Seminary of Chicago is still mentioned. 
This institution was removed to Atchison, Kan., in September, 1898. This 
error ought to be corrected by the printer. 

2. On page Io of minutes the following resolution was adopted in regard to 
the Western Lutheran: That the pastors and the delegates of the California 
Synod heartily approve of the intention of Rev. William Kelly to publish 
an English Lutheran Church paper, and that we use our best endeavors 
to help the enterprise. Has this been done? 

3. On page 18 it was resolved to send fraternal greetings of California 
Synod to Brother Tressler in Leipzig. Has this been done? 

4. On page 24 Rev. E. Nelander was appointed visitor to California Con- 
ference of the Augustana Synod. Has he attended that Synod ? 

Respectfully submitted, C.F; OEHLER; 
W. BRANDES. 

The questions were answered, sevzatim, as follows: 

1. Referred to the printer. 

Ba NES. 

SHY eS. 

4. Had satisfactory interview with the President of California 
Conference. 

On motion of Rev. William Brandes, the following resolution 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to consider the advisability of the 


General Synod publishing an Official Church Paper ; and that a committee be 
appointed to consider the advisability of abandoning the Muhlenberg Mission. 


Report on the State of the Church. 

To prepare a satisfactory report on the State of the Church, the writer 
should have a knowledge of the spiritual condition of the work in each sepa- 
rate charge ; this, in the nature of the case, he cannot have ; and, therefore, 
must draw up his report from a numerical study of the table of accessions, the 
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condition of the schools and various societies, the bevevolence, statistics, and 
such other data as may come to his hand. The reports submitted by the 
pastors of this Synod exhibit nothing startling, no special seasons of religious 
-excitement, with large accessions, but a slow, steady, and healthy growth in 
membership, benevolence, and spirituality that is stimulating and encouraging. 
We could hope for results far greater than we have been able to achieve, but, 
in spite of drawbacks and discouragements, it is manifest that God has owned 
and blessed the labors of His servants, that the work is growing, the cause 
advancing, and a season of greater development gradually hastening on. The 
sunrise of triumph already purples the mountains, and soon we may look for 
the dawn of day. 
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
AS ADO; 
Jide ee a NOD 
Report adopted. 


The report of the Committee on Parochial Reports was then 
read and adopted. (See Appendix D.) 

Report of Committee on Beneficiary Education, after con- 
sideration, sevatim, and amendment, was adopted as follows : 


Beneficiary Education. 

Your Committee on Beneficiary Education recommend : 

1. That, if Mr. Ralph O. Reiner accepts the proposition to attend a 
Lutheran institution of the General Synod, the item of Beneficiary Educa- 
tion be restored to the apportionment table, and the sum of $200.00 a year be 
apportioned to his support. 

2. That the beneficiary funds now in the hands of the Treasurer be, at the 
direction of the committee, used for the support of Mr. Ralph O. Reiner for 
the ensuing year, provided that he attend some Lutheran educational institu- 
tion of the General Synod. 

3. That each pastor in the Synod shall at some appropriate time during the 
year speak to the young people of his congregation on the Call to the Ministry, 
to the end that we may as soon as possible have a ministry not only for the 
Lutheran people of California, but also of that people. 


Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
Werk HRS 
The President then announced the Special Commitees as 
follows : 
List of Committees. 
1. President's Report—Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., and C. 
F. Oehler. 
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2. Letters and Papers—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and 
William Brandes. 

3. Apportionment—Messrs. J. W. Fricke and C. W. Castle- 
man. 

4. Absentees and Excuses—Rev. H. J. Weaver and Mr. H. 
Seebold. 

5. Auditing—Revs. W. E. Fry and J. Schmierer. 

6. Resolutions and Temperance—Rev. William Kelly and Mr. 
Frank Meckfessel. 

7. Religious Services—Revs. H. J. Weaver and G. H. Hiller- 
man. 

8. LHxcess and Deficit—Mr. Benjamin Kohlmeier and Rey. J. 
Schmierer. 

9. Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies—Revs. W. S. 
Hoskinson, D. D., and W. E. Fry. 

10. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. G. H. Hillerman and Mr. 
H. Seebold. 

1t. Muhlenberg Mission—Revs. C. F. Oehler and W. E. 
Fry. 

12. Church Paper—Revs. William Kelly and W. S. Hoskin- 
son, D. D. 

13. Lxamining—Rev. C. F. Oehler added to Examining 
‘Committee. 

On resolution, the hours of the business sessions of Synod 
were fixed as follows: 9 A. M. to 12 M.; and 1.30 P. M. to 
5-00 P. M. 

On motion, it was resolved that the Synod should adjourn 
Friday at 11 a. M., for the purpose of visiting the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society Convention of Califor- 
nia Synod. 

The President announced that the afternoon of Thursday 
would be devoted to committee work, and that Synod would 
adjourn until Friday at 9.00 a. M. 

Synod then adjourned, with prayer by Rev. W. E. Fry. 
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EVENING SESSION. 


THURSDAY» APRIL 18, 8 P. M. 
The liturgical services were conducted by Revs. W. S. Hos- 
kinson, D. D., and C. F. Oehler, and an address on Home Mis- 
sions and Church Extension was delivered by Rev. William 
Kelly, and on Sunday Schools by Rev. William E. Fry. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FripAY, APRIL 19, 9 A. M. 


After devotional exercises the roll of Synod was called, and 
the minutes of the preceding session read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Examination for the Ministry. 

Your committee appointed to examine the matter of Rev. F. C. Vierke’s 
reception as a member of the California Synod beg to report that, after due 
examination, we recommend that Brother Vierke’s name be placed on the 
Synodical roll. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
C. F. OEHEER. 


Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies. 


The following is our report : 

We find the work in these two lines holding its own—not much more any- 
where. We hope that another year will see marked progress. <A great 
opportunity lies before our schools and societies. Of the hundred and thir- 
teen thousand children outside Sunday school influence in California, very 
many must be looked after by our schools and brought to know the Bible and 
the Christ of our Bible. 

New schools must be formed and manned with workers. Forward, aggres- 
sive work must be done, and we must show ourselves behind none in bringing 
in the masses. 

And so must we co-operate with other Christian workers, and be quick to 
adopt any plans they may have that prove more effective than our own. 
Nothing short of the front line in Sunday school work must be our motto. 
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We again recommend : : 
1. Graded lessons for the Primary and Intermediate Departments. 
2. Home Departments, Normal Classes, Cradle Roll, the Royal Army. 


3. Catechetical instruction and temperance training, Lutheran teaching by 
capable teachers. 


4. Lutheran libraries for our schools and societies, 
5. Lutheran literature widely disseminated. 
6. Missionary work of some kind for our societies, and systematic help by 
them to our churches. 
Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
WILLIAM E. FRY. 
Reported adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on Letters and Papers was read, 
and referred back for recommendation, and on second reading, 
after consideration, sevzatim, was adopted, as follows : 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 

There has been placed in the hands of your committee a letter from Dr. S. 
B. Barnitz; also one from Mrs. Kate B. Shaffer in behalf the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society ; and another from Rey. L. C. Rout- 
zahn, with a remittance. 

We recommend : 

1. That these be read to the Synod. 

2. That the remittance of Brother Routzahn be turned over to the Treas- 
urer of the Synod, to be placed to the credit of the Twentieth Century Fund 
of Home Missions. 

3. That these letters be replied to by our Secretary, expressing the appre- 
ciation and good-will of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
W. BRANDES. 
1. Papers were read. 
2. Adopted. 


3. Adopted. 


Reporters for Church Papers. 
The President appointed the following reporters : 
Zion’ s Bote—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 
Observer—Rev. W. E. Fry. 
World—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 
Evangelist—Rev. H. J. Weaver. 
Western Lutheran—Rev. William Kelly. 
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The committee appointed to report on the advisability of 
establishing an official organ for the General Synod offered a 
resolution unqualifiedly against such a proposition, which, after 
discussion, was withdrawn, and the following substitute by Rev. 
William E. Fry was accepted in its place: 


Resolved, That it is the sentiment of the California Synod that the estab- 
lishment of an official church paper by our General Synod is not advisable at 
this time. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
WILLIAM KELLY. 
Resolution adopted. 


Report of the Auditing Committee. 


Your Committee on Treasurer’s Report have examined the Treasurer’s book 
and receipts, and find everything all right. 
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM E. FRY, 
J. SCHMIERER. 


Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Advising Delegates to General Synod in Behalf 
of Our Foreign Mission Work in Muhlenberg Mission, Africa. 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, Tnat we, the members of the California Synod, whilst deeply 
interested in our Foreign Mission work, also deeply deplore the loss of so 
many precious lives in our Muhlenberg Mission; and 

Resolved, That we advise our delegates to the General Synod to voice the 
sentiment of the California Synod as follows: To urge that proper measures 
be taken at once to improve the sanitary condition of Muhlenberg Mission ; 
or, if that be impossible, to remove the mission to a more healthful and 
favorable location. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 


WILLIAM E. FRY. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


We rejoice in the fact mentioned in our President’s Report that the past 
year was marked by a steady and healthy progress in most of our congrega- 
tions, and, realizing that the publication of a Church paper on the coast is 
bound to become a most important aid to our Church work, we recommend 
that the pastors of our Synod, even more than during the past year, use their 
best efforts to place the Western Lutheran in every home within our reach, 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 


C.F. ORHLERS 
Report adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


Your committee beg to report in behalf of the following Missions : 

1. San Jose.—On October 4th, 1900, Rev. William E. Fry, on account of 
ill health, resigned his pastorate, but afterward concluded to remain on the field 
until a successor should be chosen. We deplore the difficulties that lately 
have surrounded this congregation. We ask each member of Grace Church 
to stand faithfully by the work, hoping that a pastor will soon be appointed: to 
this important field, and that this congregation may yet enjoy a bright and 
prosperous future. Brother Fry deserves the thanks of the Synod for his in- 
terest in the Church and for his hard and self-denying efforts to reduce the 
church debt. 

2. Sacramento, English.—The committee take pleasure to report that the 
first English Lutheran Church of Sacramento, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., 
pastor, became self-supporting on April Ist, 1901. 

3. San Diego.—The work of this church has during the past year ad- 
vanced prosperously, the church debt having been further reduced by 
$1000.00, leaving an interest-bearing debt of only $1500.00. With God’s 
continued blessing upon pastor and people still greater progress may be 
expected in the near future. 

4. Oakland.—During the past year steady progress has been made in 
putting the church upon a safe and solid basis, financially as well as spirit- 
ually, and pastor and people may look forward toward a brighter and more 
hopeful future. . 

5. Alameda.—A report from Rev. William Brandes, the pastor, shows that 
during the past six months the attendance in church and Sunday school has 
been very encouraging. The report shows a net gain of five members, 
making a total membership of fifty-seven, and seventy-six teachers and scholars 
in Sunday school. 

6. St. Matthew's in San Francisco.—This congregation, under Rev. 'H. 
Gehrcke, pastor, is holding its own and shows a steady progress. A hand- 
some fund has been created, and is steadily being increased, with which to 
erect a church home some time in the near future. 

7. Riverside.—The general condition of this congregation is now better 
than ever before. A new and pretty church edifice will soon be added to the 
number of our handsome California churches. A very desirable lot has been 
purchased, in a good location, upon which a church is to be erected at the 
cost of about $4000.00; $2000.00 of this amount will be donated by the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, and it is hoped that the 
balance will be raised by subscriptions, so as to leave the congregation free of 
debt. 

8. Redlands and San Bernardino.—By \etter of February 21st, 1901, Dr. 
Hartman informed us that the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society had resolved to inaugurate the work upon the 
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‘German-English field at Redlands and San Bernardino, and that the Rev. F. 
C. Vierke, of San José, heretofore a member of the Oregon District, General 
Council, was commissioned to begin the work as soon as possible. We rejoice 
and feel grateful to the respective authorities for their unabated interest in our 
California work. Rev. Vierke, who has now united with the California 
Synod, is already upon the field, and we hope and pray that another good 
charge will soon be added to our Synod. 

9. Recommendations.—1. We recommend to the Executive Committee of 
our Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society that the city of Fresno 
be canvassed by one of our pastors during the coming year, with the view of 
establishing a Lutheran Church, if deemed practicable. II. We further 
recommend that our Board of Church Extension grant to our Mission at 
Riverside a donation of $500.00 toward the completion of the church building. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOICK, 
CHARLES F. OFHLER? 


Report and recommendations adopted. 


The special order for the forenoon arrived during the consid- 
eration of the Report of the Home Mission Committee, and 
after adoption of motion by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., 
that the greetings of Synod be extended to the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society Convention by the President of 
Synod and Rev. H. J. Weaver, the Synod adjourned to visit the 
Missionary Convention. 

Upon re-assembling, and after adoption of Home Mission 
‘Committee’s Report, Rev. B. R. Taylor, of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, was, on motion of Rev. H. J. Weaver, 
received as an advisory member. 

On motion, the time for adjournment was extended fifteen 
minutes. 

Report of the Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 


Systematic beneficence involves two things: 1. A system for the raising of 
benevolence. 2, A system in paying the same. 

The best system for raising the apportionment, for of that we speak particu- 
larly, is that which plans for each object at a stated time, which awakens 
interest in the membership of our churches, and which, at the same time, 
meets the minimum requests of the Boards. 

To aid pastors in this work and to insure better offerings, special days have 
been set apart by the General Synod for several of the more important objects 
before the Church. These days, if rightly improved by a sermon from the 
pastor and statements of need from the Sunday school and church, will 
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accomplish four things: 1. It will give the people information concerning 
the work and needs of our Church Boards. 2. It will create interest, for in- 
terest comes,only when knowledge precedes. 3. It will set before the con- 
gregation a definite end to be reached in the giving, both as to object and 
amount. 4. It will the more surely raise the apportionment. 

In two of our California churches a benevolence offering is received once a 
month. Five churches use the communion seasons, in addition to the efforts 
made on all or a part of these special days. 

Any system of this kind is bound to prove valuable, provided it is worked 
with energy. But no system, however good, will work itself without the 
pastor making himself a part of it. The plan followed in some quarters of 
leaving the raising of the apportionment until the last thing before Synod is 
the next thing to as bad as not raising the apportionment at all, since, with 
rare exceptions, it ends in a deficit of greater or less amount. 

But systematic beneficence refers not only to ra7s¢mg the apportionment, 
but to wpplying the same to the various objects. Every Board of the General 
Synod is the most important Board of the Church, for the reason that it has a 
necessary work to do that will not be done by any other Board. Hence xo 
Board should be neglected in apportioning the money raised for benevolence, 
since the amount asked for in each case is the /owes¢ that will make possible 
the necessary work of that particular Board. 

If sufficient has not been raised to meet every object, then what has been 
received should be given proportionately to every Board and no one object 
passed over. It is not raising the apportionment in full to have a large excess 
on two or three items and nothing at all on others, even though the excess is 
way beyond the amount asked for the ones not met. And, moreover, it is not 
systematic beneficence in its true sense. That only is systematic which is 
applied systematically as well as raised systematically. 

The Treasurer’s Report shows that this year we raised more benevolence 
_ by nearly $400.00 than we did last. While this is gratifying, yet there are 
still several churches which have not raised their apportionment in full. 
These reports call for more aggressive and systematic work on our part. 

The committee would, therefore, urge that every pastor observe the special 
days, and, in addition, at least the communion seasons, as appropriate times 
for raising the apportionment, and at these times state the needs and claims of 
the Board to his people. Make out a plan at the close of Synod and follow 
it as closely as possible during the year. 

Then, too, we would recommend that they treat the Boards as their children, 
and that they do not clothe one in silks and satins and allow the others to go 
in rags. 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
HENRY SEEBOLD. 
Report adopted. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Mr. H. Seebold. 
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THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1.30 P. M. 


Session opened with prayer by Rev. F. C. Vierke. 

By unanimous consent, the reading of minutes was laid over 
until the close of the session. 

The special order of business, at the opening of the last ses- 
sion of Synod, was then taken up, viz., election of officers. 

The President appointed as tellers Messrs, J. W. Fricke and 


Frank Meckfessel. 
Election of Officers of Synod. 


The election resulted as follows : 

President—Rev. William Kelly. 

Secretary—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 

On motion, the special order of business for the day, at 3 P. M., 
was made to be the doctrinal discussion on Article III. of the 
Augsburg Confession and the practical discussion on Church Dis- 
cipline. 

Next Convention of Synod. 

On motion, the invitation to hold the next Convention of 
California Synod in the Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Alameda was accepted. 

A letter of greeting was received from Rev. J. S. Moser, and 
read to Synod. 

On motion, 400 copies of the minutes of the Synod and 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society Convention 
were ordered printed and distributed fro rata, the amount paid 
into the Synodical treasury. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 

Satisfactory excuses having been received from the following brethren, your 
committee recommend that they be excused : 

Revs. Samuel. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., E. Unangst, D. D., V. G. A. 
Tressler, Hermann Gehrcke, L. C. Routzahn, A. Jatho, J. S. Moser, and 
Messrs. Frederick Meckfessel, Albert Kuner, C. W. Castleman, H. W. 
DuMars, Theodor Victors, and James L. Swink. : 

Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
HENRY SEEBOLD. 
Report adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Apportionment for 1901-1902 was 
then read and adopted. (See Appendix A.) 


Report of Committee on Resolutions and Temperance. 

1. Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be extended to the pastor and 
congregation of the First English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles for their 
generous and hospitable entertainment, and to the choir for their excellent 
music. 

2. Resolved, That the sum of $5.00 be granted to the janitor for services ren- 
dered this body. 

3. Resolved, That we appreciate the action of the State Legislature in sub- 
mitting the question of church exemption from taxation to the people, and the 
vote of the people of California in relieving the churches of the State from 
this burden. 

4. Resolved, That we deplore the habitual violation of the Lord’s day, and 
earnestly hope that effective steps may soon be taken to make the day of God 
a holyday instead of holiday. 

5. Resolved, That the subject of temperance is one of the greatest import- 
ance, affecting the welfare of individual, the family, the Church, the State, 
and the nation, and that we cordially endorse every wise and judicious move- 
ment for the suppression of intemperance, and the cultivation of a temperance 


sentiment among the people of our congregations. 
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


Report adopted. 


The pastors then read their Parochial Reports and commented 
on the state of their churches as therein suggested. 

The special order for the afternoon was then taken up, Rev. 
E. Nelander, Ph. D., reading a carefully prepared paper on 
Article III. of the Augsburg Confession, and Rev. C. F. Oehler 
giving a very practical address on Church Discipline. 

After discussion by members of the Synod, the routine work 
of Synod was resumed. 


Report of Committee on Religious Services. 
SUNDAY SERVICES. 


Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., First English Lutheran Church, If A. M.; 
Swedish Lutheran Church, 7.30 P. M. 

Rev. J. E. Hoick, First United Presbyterian Church, 11 A. M.; Second 
United Presbyterian Church, 7.30 P. M. 

Revs. C. F. Oehler and F. C. Vierke, Redlands, Cal. 
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Rev. William Kelly, West Lake Methodist ee Church, I1 A. M.; 
First English Lutheran Church, 8 P.’M. 

Rev. George H. Hillerman, Second United pitnpeeres Church, II A. M. 

Address to First English Lutheran Sunday School, Revs. W. E. Fry and E. 
Nelander, Ph. D., and Messrs. Henry Seebold and J. W. Fricke. 


Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
GEORGE H, HILLERMAN. 


Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit was read and 
adopted. (See Appendix C.) 

On motion, the Secretary of the Synod was instructed to cast 
the ballot of Synod for Mr. A. M. Row as Trustee of Loysville 
Orphans’ Home, and Mr. Row was thus elected. 

On motion, the bill of Secretary for postage, etc., to the 
amount of $2.25, was ordered paid. 

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay the Secretary 
$10.00 for services for the past year. 

Minutes were then read and approved. 

Synod adjourned, with the order prescribed in the Ministerial 
Acts of General Synod and prayer by the new President, to meet 
in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Alameda, Cal., April 
gth, 1902. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 19, 8 P. M. 


Liturgical service conducted by the retiring President, Rev. 
J. E. Hoick. 

Addresses were delivered on Christian Education by Rev. G. 
H. Hillerman, and on Foreign Missions by Rev. W. S. Hoskin- 
son, D. D. 

I hereby certify that the above is a correct report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Eleventh Annual Convention of California 
Synod. 

GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICERS, 1901-1902. 


PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. WILLIAM KELLY, 568 Twelfth Street, Oakland, Cal. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. JOHN EVERDING, 300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, Cal. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. C. F. OEHLER, 1207 K Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 


Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Miss KATE STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento, Cal. 
\ 


TREASURER. 


Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 1323 Third Street, San Diego, Cal. 


HISTORIAN. 


Mrs. 5S, E. BITTLE-MYERS, 300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, Cal. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Miss ROSE HICKETHIER, 637 S. Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Miss EMMA HOEH, 565 S. Broadway, Los Angeles, Cal. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 18, IgoI, 2 P. M. 


The Tenth Annual Convention of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society convened in the parlors of the First 
English Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, Cal., Rev. Herbert 
J. Weaver, Pastor. 

The sesssion opened with devotional services, conducted by 
Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

Prayer by Mrs. Stewart. 

Doxology, ‘‘ Praise God from whom all blessings flow.’’ 

Reponsive Reading, ‘‘ Sending Out the Seventy’’ (Luke x. 
1-16), led by Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 

Prayer for consecration, by Miss Kate Stuber, read by Mrs. 
Oehler. 
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Reception of credentials—enrollment as follows : 
San Francisco, English—Mtrs. Fricke. » 

San Francisco, English—Mtrs. 5. E. Bittle-Myers. 
Sacramento, English—Mrs. Frank Meckfessel. 
Sacramento, German—Mrs. C. F. Oehler. 
Sacramento, Christian Endeavor, German—Miss Lizzie Sachs. 
Oakland, English—Mrs. F. Hilderbrand (a. e.). 
Oakland, English—Mrs. H. E. Fox (a. e.). 

San Diego, English—Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 

San Diego, English—Mrs. R. H. Young (a. e.). 
Alameda, German—Mrs. L. Brandes (a. ¢.). 

Los Angeles, English—Mrs. H. W. Stewart. 

Los Angeles, English—Miss R. E. Hickethier. 


Los Angeles, Christian Endeavor, English—Miss F. Row. 


Riverside, English—Mrs. G. H. Hillerman. 


Organization. 


President, Mrs. William Kelly, in chair. Reading of the 
Rules of Order by the Secretary. 


In the absence of Secretary, Miss R. Hickethier was appointed 
Secretary pro tem.; likewise in absence of Treasurer, Mrs. H. 


W. Stewart was appointed to fill this office. 


Mrs. Mayes and Mrs. William Bosbyshell were made advisory 
members. 


Cordial greeting was extended by Mrs. H. W. Stewart, of Los 
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Angeles. To this beautiful address of welcome, Mrs. G. H. 
Hillerman, of Riverside, gave hearty and fitting response in 
behalf of delegates. 


The President’s Report, abounding in beauty and helpfulness, 
was then listened to. 


President’s Report. 


Dear Friends; In presenting to you my annual report as President of 
this body, I desire, first of all, to invite you to join with me in thanking God 
for the evidences of increasing prosperity in our California work. 

With each successive year of effort, the outlook for the permanent establish- 
ment and growing power and influence of the Lutheran Church in this great 
‘State becomes more hopeful, and we no longer labor in a spirit of uncertainty 
as to final results, but in the full assurance of absolute confidence look forward 
to the ultimate success of the work in which we are engaged; season by season 
the future ottlook grows clearer, and soon the Lutheran Church of this splendid 
State may stand, like Moses of old, on its mountain of vision and view the 
promised land. 

The year of effort just closed has marked a decided advance in the California 
work. The churches of San Diego, Oakland, San José, and possibly others, 
have largely reduced their indebtedness. The Riverside congregation is tak- 
ing steps to erect a new and beautiful building; missions are about to be or- 
ganized in Redlands and San Bernardino ; the English Church of Sacramento 
has become self-sustaining, and numerous accessions to some of our congrega- 
tions will materially strengthen our work. Nothing calling for particular 
comment, in the line of our special work, has come to my attention, other 
than the notices sent out to each Society, urging them to contribute to the 
Scranton and Riverside Missions; it is earnestly hoped all our Societies will 
unite in assisting these struggling enterprises. Nearly all the California So- 
cieties, I believe, are in good condition, each performing efficient service in 
creating an interest in the great work of Home and Foreign Missions. The 
recent visit of Dr. Pohlmann to the coast was an inspiration to all who heard 
his addresses on the work of the field in which he is engaged, and will doubt- 
less bear fruit in stimulating an increased interest in the African field. A 
pleasing feature in the work of the Mission Societies of the Bay Cities the 
past year was the holding of Quarterly Conferences of the Societies of San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Alameda. These conferences have been helpful, not 
only in stimulating an interest in the cause of missions, but in bringing the 
ladies of the churches together and developing a social and friendly spirit of 

esteem and Christian love. Unfortunately our churches in some sections of 
the State are so far apart as to make it impossible for the Societies to hold 
similar meetings, but wherever it is possible to do so such meetings could, 
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with advantage, be held. The ladies of the German and English Churches of 
Sacramento could hold such meetings. Los Angeles and Riverside are not too 
far apart for purposes of social, mission, and general Christian intercourse, 
and we believe, in the case of these points at least, meetings similar to the 
meetings held in the Bay Cities would be productive of mutual encourage- 
ment and so result in good. 

In entering on the work of another year we should set before ourselves cer- 
tain ideals as guide-posts to point out the line of advance. First. We should 
renew our vows of consecration to the cause in which we are engaged. Second. 
We should aim to arouse a greater interest in the work of missions in our re- 
spective congregations.. Third. We should endeavor to increase the mem- 
bership of our local Societies. " Fourth. Where possible to do so, it would be 
well to organize Junior Mission Bands among the scholars in our schools. In 
this connection I desire to call special attention to the plan promulgated by 
the Executive Committee, known as the Cradle Roll; this plan contemplates 
adding the names of all babies in the congregation to the Cradle Roll of mem 
bership on the payment by the parents of ten cents for each child, the children 
to receive certificates of membership, and to have their names inscribed on a 
general roll. The adoption of this plan, we believe, would help our work by 
interesting the parents, and cultivating a love of missions in the young almost 
from their birth. Fifth. It would be helpful to the cause to place a few 
good volumes on mission work in our Sunday school libraries. In these and 
other ways that will suggest themselves to you, a new interest in missions may 
be quickened that will help us as individuals, benefit our Societies, and aid 
our general work. And now, on returning to you the office I received from 
your hands one year ago, I desire to thank you for the honor conferred on me 
in electing me to the position of President of the Mission Society of the State, 
and I bespeak for my successor in office the same loyal support you have 
given unto me. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. WILLIAM KELLY. 


Reception of letters, greetings, and papers. 

Report of Standing Committees. 

Miss Kate Stuber, Synodical Corresponding Secretary, sent in 
a splendid report, showing increase in membership and contri- 


butions. Membership, 314. 


Synodical Treasurer’s Report presented as follows : 
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Report of Auxiliary delegates, showing increase. 
The President appointed the following committees : 


List of Committees. 


Auditing Committee—Miss Lizzie Sachs, Mrs. G. H. Hiller- 
man. 

President’ s Address—Mrs. Oehler, Miss R. Hickethier. 

Historian’ s Report—Mrs. H. W. Stewart, Mrs. Meckfessel. 

Letters, Greeting, and Papers—Mrs. J. W. Fricke, Mrs. J. E. 
Hoick. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Hillerman. 

Resolutions—Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Miss Hickethier. 

Revision of By-Laws—Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Mrs. C. F. 
Oehler. 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers presented the following report : 


Historian’s Report. 


At our last Convention it was resolved that the Societies adjacent to each 
other should hold quarterly conferences. Four of these have been held this 
past year—two in San Francisco, one in Oakland, and one in Alameda. 
The pastors of our churches attended them with us; and the exchange of 
thoughts and plans for our work, together with the social hour and refresh- 
ments, made our meeting profitable and very enjoyable. They will be con- 
tinued during the present year. The next one will be held in Oakland the 
Jast Friday in May. 

The Western Lutheran, edited and conducted by Rev. William Kelly, of 
Oakland, has appeared amongst us, and is a decided success. 


Reports from Societies. 
SAN DIEGO AUXILIARY. 

The outlook of this Society is quite encouraging—pastor and people being 
devoted to the upbuilding of the church and Society. The main object of the 
year has been the freeing of the church from debt. Twenty-two members ; 
fifteen of these are actively engaged in the work; seven are honorary ; funds 
raised for missionary purposes, $25.68; Journals taken, 16; quite a number 
of church papers. 

Mrs, J. E. BOYCE, Secretary. 
SAN FRANCISCO. 

This Society has increased in interest this present year ; the members meet at 

different houses, and find it much better than to meet at the church. An earnest 
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effort has been made to increase the interest in all church matters. The pas- 
tor has had much success in his Sunday evening lectures for young people, 
and all are hoping for good results. Many church papers are taken ; Journals, 
8; Mission Studies, 2; number of members, 24; funds raised for Riverside, 
$25.00. Total, $91.50. 


Mrs. JOHN EVERDING, President. 


SACRAMENTO, GERMAN. 

Our Society is in a prosperous condition ; we have lost no members, and 
those that belong to us are faithful; 56 active, 10 honorary; total, 66. 
Meetings held, 12; average attendance, 18; Journals taken, 29; Western 
Lutheran, over 100 copies ; amount of funds raised for missionary purposes, 
including the adoption of an India orphan, $232.98 

Mrs. GRUNEWALD, President. 


OAKLAND. 


Our church and Society are in a prosperous state. New life seems to have 
been infused into it by the labors of our pastor and his wife. The main efforts 
of this mission during this year have been expended in raising money to free 
the church from debt—$3400.00 has been obtained for this purpose. Number 
of members, 15; Journals, 7; Mission Studies, 2. Our paper, the Western 
Lutheran, \argely taken. Amount of money for missionary purposes, $25.83. 

Mrs. L. K. F. KELLY, President. 


ALAMEDA, 


Number of members, 33 active; 1 honorary; church papers, 18; funds 
raised for missionary purposes, $25.15; the Society and members of this mis- 
sion are faithful and enthusiastic in their work ; perfect harmony exists in the 
church between pastor and people. Our quarterly conference here was the 
best attended and most enthusiastic of any convention. 

Mrs. LYDIA BRANDES, President. 


SACRAMENTO, ENGLISH. 


Our church has recently lost one of our chief supporters and pillars, Mr. 
“Traver, who died lately. But we are moving right on, in face of all discour- 
agements, and hope for the best. Several new members will be added at 
Easter, and we will become self-supporting April 1st. Members of the Aux- 
_iliary, 20; funds raised during the year, $29.60; Journals taken, 9; Mission 
Studies, 2; several church papers taken. 

Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, President. 


ST, MATTHEW’S (GERMAN), SAN FRANCISCO. 
The state of this Society is excellent. Officers and members take an active 
part in the work. Profitable meetings are held with good attendance. Active 


il 
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members, 48; honorary, 12; total, 60; Journals, 3; several church papers ; 
amount of funds, $67.30. 
Miss M."*A. FOLCKE, President. 
RIVERSIDE. 

State of church and Society excellent. Number of members in Missionary 
Society, 25; funds raised during the year, $30.50; Journals taken, 12; 

church papers, 16. 
Mrs. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, President. 


SAN JOSE. 


General state of our Society good. Our members are few, but faithful. 
We held a missionary tea to raise funds for Synod, and expect to hold another 
one on Easter Monday. Number of members, 18; Mission Studies, 1 ; church 
papers, 4; Western Lutheran, 15; funds raised during the year, $21.75. 


Mrs. W. E. FRY, President. 


LOS ANGELES. 


State of spirituality in our church and Society is very good ; members, 30 ; 
Journals, 14; Mission Studies, 1; quite a number of church papers; funds. 
raised for missionary purposes, including a box sent to the Indians, $143.55. 


ROSE E. HICKETHIER, Secretary. 


Total amount of money raised by Societies, $703.84. 


Reporters to Papers. 

Lutheran Observer— 

Lutheran World—Miss R. E. Hickethier. 

Missionary Journal— 

Lutheran Evangelist—Miss Lizzie Sachs. 

Kirchenfreund—Mtrs. Oehler. 

Western Lutheran— 

City Papers—Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 

On motion, Riverside is excused from assessment. 

Motion carried. 

Five-minute addresses on our work, a number taking part in 
discussing subject. 

An interesting report was given from the Christian Endeavor 
Society of the German Church, Sacramento. 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Adjournment. 


W. H. & F. M. S: OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 35 


SECOND SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 19, 9.30 A. M. 


Session opened with devotional exercises, conducted by Mrs. 
J. E. Hoick. Reading Scripture, Exodus xxxv. 

Song, ‘‘ Sunshine.”’ 

Mrs. Hoick gave short interesting talk on reading. 

Responsive reading, ‘‘ Sending Out the Twelve Apostles ’’ 
(Matt. x. 5-20), by Miss Hickethier. 

Prayer for Missions, Mrs. Oehler. 

Roll call. : 

Reading of minutes of first session approved. 

Secretary read report from German Society, San Francisco. 

Paper, ‘‘ The Relative Importance of Home and Foreign 
Missions,’’ written by Mrs. Fry, San José, read by Secretary. 
This was a most splendidly written paper. 

Moved and seconded that same be typewritten and sent to 
different Societies, to be read at monthly meeting. 

Hymn, ‘‘ O Lord, our God, arise.’’ 

Paper, ‘‘ Needs of Home Missions in California,’’ postponed 
until Sunday evening service. 

Open Parliament, ‘‘ What is the Greatest Drawback to Our 
Work on the Coast?’’ conducted by Mrs. Emma Hoeh, Los 
Angeles. This spendidly written and ably delivered paper 
opened a discussion of great interest, different members telling 
of discouragements in their Societies. We hope the informa- 
tion received may be the means of inspiration in our work. 

Song, ‘‘ Showers of blessing.’’ 

Synod attend in a body. ‘They were greeted by a welcome 
from President, members rising to welcome them. 

Rev. Hoick, President of Synod, and Rev. Weaver, pastor of 
Los Angeles church, responded to fitting and beautiful addresses 
of encouragement and greeting. 

After singing one verse of ‘‘ Blest be the tide that binds,’’ 
and short prayer by Rev. Kelly, Synod returned to their 


business. 


/ 
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Moved and seconded that Mrs. Hoeh’s paper be typewritten, 
to be read at monthly meetings of Auxiliaries. 


On motion, following reports were accepted : 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


Your committee find it impossible to make a report of any kind, for the 
reason that the Treasurer sent only her vefort, and we have no books or 
vouchers with which to compare it. 

We recommend that hereafter the Treasurer be required to submit all 
books and vouchers. with her report to the Convention. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Miss LIZZIE SACHS. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


Resolud, t. That the President’s Address is a most splendid and helpful 
paper; that the same be printed in minutes of Convention. 

2. That we extend Mrs. William Kelly, our President, a rising vote of 
thanks for her faithful and efficient services during the year. 

3. We remember, especially, Riverside, Redlands, and San Bernardino 
with prayers and money. 

4. We congratulate Sacramento English Church in becoming self-sus- 
taining. 

5. That we recognize the visit of Dr. and Mrs. Pohlmann a great help to 
our work, as it has been the means of great inspiration. 

6. That quarterly union meetings be held, where convenient. 

7. That we set before ourselves certain ideals as guide-posts to point out 
the line of advance. 

8. Organization of Junior Mission Bands. 

g. That all Sunday school libraries have a few good volumes of Mission 
work. 

Respectfully submitted, Miss ROSE. E. HICKETHIER, 
Mrs. C. F. OFHLER. 


Report on Historian’s Paper. 


The Historian’s Report is very complete in every way, and would sug- 
gest a vote of thanks from this Society for her faithful services during the past 
year. 


Respectfully submitted, : Mrs. H. W. STEWART, 
Mrs. MECKFESSEL, 


a 
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The Committee on Letters, Greeting, and Papers submit the 
following report : 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greeting, and Papers. 


The letter of greeting from Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, Secretary of Executive 
Committee of the General Society, was read and greatly enjoyed by all. - She 
expressed the hope that we would have a joyful anniversary meeting, and that 
we would be abundantly blessed in our labors for the Master. She rejoiced in 
our success and encouraged us to go forward. She also urged an increased 
subscription list for the AZssionary Journal, as it is the avenue through which 
our women are kept in touch with the work. 

Mrs. John Everding sent greeting, and was sorry that she was unable to be 
present. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. W. FRICKE, 
Mrs, J. EB. HOICK, 


Report of Literature Committee, from April, 1900, to April, Igor. 
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The following Societies have contributed toward monthly tracts: St. Mat- 
thew, German, San Francisco ; English Church, San Francisco; San José ; 
Oakland ; Sacramento, German; Sacramento, English; Alameda, German ; 
San Diego; Riverside; Los Angeles. 

Two subscriptions taken for Mission Studies. One photograph sold. 

Have remitted $6.10 to Mrs. Carr for literature. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. C. L. COBB, 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN. 


Report of the Committee on Resolutions. 


1. Resolved, That we acknowledge with gratitude to our God His loving 
care in the preservation of our lives during the year, and in the general con- 
dition of our missions. 

2. Resolved, That we welcome with joy the addition of another mission at 
Redlands, and wish it great success. 

3. Resolved, That we advise our different Auxiliaries to make especial 
efforts toward raising funds for Riverside and Redlands during this year. 

4. Resolved, That we deeply deplore the death of two of our young mis- 
sionaries—Rey. J. D. Simon, in Africa, and Rev. S. C. Kinsinger, in India— 
and manifest our sympathy by a rising vote. 

5. Resolved, That we regret the absence of our First Vice-President, Mrs. 
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Grunewald, and extend to her our sympathy in her illness, and that a letter be 
sent to her by our Secretary conveying our sentiments. 

6. Resolved, That the Rules of Order and the Revised By-laws be printed 
in the minutes of this Convention. 

7. Resolved, That we return the heartfelt thanks of our Convention to the 
friends and members of the Los Angeles Church, who have so hospitably and 
generously entertained us in such a bountiful and delightful manner, far 
beyond our most sanguine expectations, and that we wish them during the 
coming years the blessing of God upon pastor and people, and great success 
in their labors for His honor and glory. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 
Miss HICKETHIER. 


Report of the Committee on Revision of By-Laws. 

1. The time of the meeting of this Society shall be on Thursday, during 
the week of Synod. 

2. The officers shall be: President, two Vice-Presidents, Recording Secre- 
tary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Historian. 

3. Each of the Auxiliary Woman’s and Young People’s Societies within 
the bounds of this Synod contributing five cents per member, and Children’s 
Bands contributing one dollar annually to the contingent fund of this Society, 
shall be entitled to two voting delegates at annual convention. 

4. Each Auxiliary Society can send one delegate, besides the President, 
to the Synodical Convention. 

5. The chairman of each delegation shall report, verbally or in writing, the 
general work of their Society. 

6. A Synodical delegate may be sent to each Biennial Convention of the 
General Convention, and, when possible, half expenses be paid. 

7. The fiscal year shall close after the last meeting in March, and all the 
funds be sent to the Treasurer before the 20th of March. ‘That the Societies 
hold their meetings the first week of every month. 

8. At each annual convention the President shall appoint an Auditing 
Committee to examine the Treasurer’s books and report to the Society. 

9. All members of standing committees shall be considered delegates to the 
annual convention. 

10. Each Auxiliary Society shall subscribe twenty-five cents for tracts, to be 
furnished by the Literature Committee. 

11, Each Auxiliary Society shall pay the amount of twenty-five cents per 
member, annually, to the Synodical Fund. 

12. Each Auxiliary Society shall hold a praise service before the annual 
convention ; a collection taken for the general fund of the convention. 

13. The expenses of the President shall be paid from the Synodical Fund. 


14. The rules of order shall be read from the chair immediately after the 
organization of convention. 
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15. All incidental expenses incurred by the officers in their work shall be 
paid from the same fund. 

16. These By-laws may be altered by a two-thirds vote of the Synodical 
‘Convention. : 

17. A Nominating Committee of three shall be appointed by the President 
-at each convention, to nominate the officers for the ensuing year. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 
Mirs- (Cy Fo OERTILER: 


Rules of Order. 


1. No subject shall be discussed without being first presented in a motion 
made, seconded, and committed to writing; and the mover shall have the 
privilege of withdrawing such motion at any time before the question is taken. 

2. When a motion has been made and seconded, if a member objects to its 
being discussed, the President shall immediately put the question, ‘‘ Shall this 
subject be discussed ?’’ when, if decided in the negative, the motion shall be 
dismissed ; and no motion thus dismissed shall be entered in the Minutes, 
unless by a vote of the Convention. 

3. If any proposition or motion under debate contains two or more points, 
it shall be divided at, the request of any member and the vote taken separately. 

4. No amendment shall be entertained unless germane to the motion under 
‘consideration, nor shall any amendment be in order beyond the second degree. 

5. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be entertained, except, 

(1) To adjourn ; 

(2) To lay on the table ; 

(3) To close debate ; 

(4) To postpone indefinitely ; 

(5) To postpone to a specified time ; 

(6) To refer to Executive Committee ; 

(7) To refer to a Special Committee ; 

(8) To amend ; 
which motions shall take precedence of each other in the order in which they 
are numbered. 

6. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except when a member 
has the floor and is speaking. 

7. The motions to adjourn, to lay on the table, to close debate, and to 
postpone indefinitely, shall be taken without debate. 

8. Amendments may be offered at any stage of the question. 

9. When a motion is adopted to close debate, the motions then pending 
before the Convention shall be put in the order of their arrangement, as 


provided in Rule 5th. 
10. A motion to refer or commit is debatable, but until decided shall 


preclude all debate of the main question. 
11. The President shall decide all questions of order ; but any member has 


. 
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a right to appeal from her decision. The question on an appeal shall be stated 
in the following manner: ‘‘ Shall the decision of the President stand as the 
judgment of the Convention ?’’ and until decided’shall preclude all debate of 
the main question. Debate shall be allowed only on appeals taken while a 
debatable motion is before the Convention. 

12. In filling blanks, the largest sum, the highest number, or the longest 
time shall be voted on first. 

13. The yeas and nays shall be taken on any question, when requested by 
five members of the Convention. 

14. No member shall speak in debate without first rising from her seat and 
respectfully addressing herself to the President. She shall confine herself to 
the subject under debate, and avoid personality ; nor shall she be interrupted 
except with her own consent, and for the purpose of explanation. 

15. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject without 
the permission of the Convention. 

16. The President shall have the right to speak on any matter before the 
Convention, provided the chair be filled by another member, and she shall 
have the power to name any member to perform temporarily the duties of the 
chair when she may wish to vacate it. 

17. The President shall nominate all committees, unless otherwise directed 
by the Convention. 

18. These Rules shall be distinctly read from the chair immediately after 
the organization of the Convention, and may be altered or amended at any 
session by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. 

Prayer. Adjournment. 


THIRD SESSION. 


FriDay, APRIL Ig, 2 P. M. 


Session opened with a memorial service, conducted by Mrs. 
J. A. Cobb, of Los Angeles, which was very impressive. 

Silent prayer. 

Song, ‘‘ Nearer my God to Thee.’’ 

Leader then gave short sketch of the lives of our departed 
missionaries, Rev. Simon, of Africa, and Rev. Kinsinger, of 
India. 

Prayer by Mrs. Hoick. 

Song, ‘‘Some Time We’ll Understand.’’ 

Prayer by Mrs. Stewart. 
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Responsive reading, ‘* How Mission Work Will Gain Success,”’ 
(Acts 1.), by Mrs. Hillerman. 

Roll call. 

Minutes of previous session read and approved. 

Reports of various committees. 

Moved we regret that Mrs. Young, our delegate to Biennial 
Convention, cannot represent Society, on account of insufficient 
funds in treasury. Motion carried. 

The following bills were presented, and, on motion, ordered 
paid : 


To Mrs. William Kelly, for traveling expenses. .................- $20 50 
fomVirse Walliany Kelly, stationery, stanapsy (Cj... 4 <.<.2 2 ances ane 75 
shoe N\irsea lec VValling» Treasurer ayn cia ernais’ setae = crcceais aes 3 00 
iio Miss KK. -Siuber,, Corresponding Secretary. 3. ..5.20 6:5 een ele ne I 50 
wero is Caz Nteratiree Ryn ep. us asia ty steucesea s sistenc rte heaven tee Pe cal 2 85 
Mom\itsa steko. Nivers pi listonian: ok <a: cscew ve cytes one GAS Nabari 2 00 
Mioshirsaicelby a printine: programmes, — co 27.5 22.2-aeiocern ie a le 5 00 


Mrs. Kelly most kindly donated $2.00 on programmes, also 
75 cents for stationery, stamps, etc. 

Received by a rising vote of thanks by Society. 

Motion made that Mrs. Burnett represent our Society at 
Biennial Convention. Motion carried. 

Question box. Answered by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 


Election of Officers. 


President—Mrs, William Kelly. 
First Vice-President—Mrs. John Everding. 
Second Vice-President—Mrs. C. F. Oehler. 
Recording Secretary—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson. 
Corresponding Secretary —Miss Kate Stuber. 
Treasurer—Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 
Literature Committee—Miss R. E. Hickethier, Mrs, Emma 
= Hoeh. 
An invitation to meet in Alameda next year was accepted. 
A rising vote of thanks was given to President and other 
officers for faithful services. 
Offering, $3.60. 
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Hymn, ‘‘ God be with you till we meet again.”’ 
Prayer by President. Mizpah benediction. 


~ 


Adjournment. 


SUNDAY EVENING. 


Mrs. William Kelly presiding. 

Hymn, ‘‘ Hark! the song of jubilee.’’ 

Scripture reading, 2 Tim. iv. 1-8, Rev. H. J. Weaver. 
Prayer, Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 

Hymn, ‘‘ Watchman, tell us of the night.’’ 

Paper, ‘‘ Needs of Home Missions in California,’’ Mrs. S. E.. 


Bittle-Myers. 


Anthem by choir. 

Sermon by Rev. William Kelly. Text, John xx. 29: ‘‘ Jesus 
saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed ; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 


believed.’’ 


Offering for Riverside, $20.00. 
Hymn, ‘‘ From Greenland’s icy mountains.’’ 
Benediction by Rev. Kelly. 
ROSE E. HICKETHIER, 
Secretary pro tem. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1902-1903. ; 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE, 741 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, o95 Locust Street, Riverside, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
P.S. LEISENRING, M. D., Rooms 10, 11, and 12 Bon-Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1902-1903. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE. Rev. WILLIAM KELLY. 
Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE. Rev. J. E. HOICK. 
G. G. BURNETT. 


BENEFICIARY EDUCATION. 
Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. C. F. OEHLER. 
J. C. WALLING. 


EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D.. 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Rev. ARTHUR BREDENBEK. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 
FREDERICK GERDES. 


PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


J. W. FRICKE. A. E. FOX. 
H. GOETJEN. 
MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
Rey. H. J. WEAVER. Rey. A. JATHO. 
HeeAn GED. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place.—Sacramento, Cal. 
Date.—April 29, 1903. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


Wednesday Evening. 


SYNODICAL SERMON (BY THE PRESIDENT ). 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


Thursday Evening. 


CALIFORNIA MISSION WORK. 


Principal. Alternate. 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN. 


THE LORD’S DAY. 


Rev. (EB. NELANDER, PH. D. Rev. J. S.. MOSER. 


Friday Afternoon. 


DOCTRINAL—ARTICLE V. AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 


Rey. C. F. OFHLER. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 


PRACTICAL—THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


REVS io pba slOLCK: Rev. A. JATHO: 


Friday Evening. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 


Rev. WILLIAM KELLY. Rev.. H. J. WEAVER. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Rev. ARTHUR BREDENBEK. Rev. FP. C. VIERKE. 


* Sunday Afternoon. 


SCANDINAVIAN SERVICE, 


Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


TWELFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Pr NOD-Ok.GALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


ALAMEDA, CAL., APRIL 9-11, 1902. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1902, 7.45 P. M. 

The Twelfth Annual Convention of California Synod assem- 
bled in the Christ German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ala- 
meda, Cal., Rev. William Brandes, pastor, with all the pastors 
of Synod present at the opening session. 

The liturgical service was in charge of the President and Sec- 
retary of Synod. The Synodical sermon was delivered by the 
President, Rev. William Kelly, from Acts v. 20, upon the theme, 
“<The Word of Life.’’ 

Synodical communion followed. 


~oe~ 
FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL I0, 1902, 9 A. M. 


Synod was regularly opened by the President with the forms 
prescribed in the Ministerial Acts of the General Synod. 
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After the reception of lay delegates, the following composed 


the a 
Synodical Roll. 


ii 

£2 

5 
ale CLERICAL. RESIDENCE. Lay. 
) H 
ae 
= 
Z 
ic 
1836|S.Sprecher, D.D.,LL. D.a.e.|San Diego. 
£S7 © hyWalkiam skellyn © seer Oakland ........./H. W. DuMars. 
TS 7i7)| eae MLOSet. = Bee er Los Gatos. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., 

DED: Sacramento......./Samuel S. Focht. 

LSSAN) pe OCMMICKCL waeCas ever Monrovia. 
TSOS eC. Routzahn ra ora Arroyo Grande. 
DSS TWAvalatho.ymrts poms eeciae aoe Oakland. 
1888)Charles F. Oehler......... Sacramentor.. ... Fred. Lothhammer, a. e. 
1889] William Brandes.......... Akane dialer fo ere. William Betten. 
1889|E. Nelander, Ph. D....... |San Francisco....|G. G. Burnett. 
1890/William’E. Fry... .-....-- Berkeley. | 
1891|V.G.A. Tressler, Ph. D., a.e.|Berlin, Ger. 
1892|Hermann Gehrcke........ San Francisco.....|John Bruns, a. 
TSOGIEL | alVVCavel:. aera ame bert bos tA celesmiaens H. A. Getz, a. e. 
ESOA| || elOlcke ae Weerey. acre Sane DicgOon et W. H. Dehm, a. e. 
TSOOMUGE Vierke nee. ate oe /Redlands. 
1896|G. H. Hillerman..........| INGvensiG @kncan sere J.) Pa Retmeny cares 
1896|Arthur Bredenbek *....... SanmOseee. ae Fred. Gerdes, a. e. 


a. e. Absent and excused. 
* Received from East Pennsylvania Synod. 


a. Absent. 


President’s Report. 


Dear Brethren: The Synodical year just ended was probably one of the 
most successful, spiritually, financially, and numerically, in the history of the 
California Synod. During its continuance debts were reduced, mortgages 
canceled, one new church erected, a new mission with two preaching places 
organized, the membership of a number of churches increased, some of the 
congregations spiritually quickened, and the work, as a whole, took on new 
life. As we look back over the past and notice the evidences of advance, we 
have reason to exclaim, with the Psalmist: ‘*The Lord hath done great 
things for us whereof we are glad’’ (Ps. cxxvi. 3). 

The following is the record of my official correspondence and acts: On the 
Ist of May I received a letter from the Rev. George H. Hillerman, asking me 
to notify the Board of Church Extension of the Synod’s action requesting the 
Board to donate $500:00 toward the erection of a church at Riverside. I 
complied with the request. On the 3d of May, Mrs. Kate B. Shaffer, Secre- 
tary of the Woman’s Executive Committee, informed me that the Rev. W. E. 
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Fry had been appointed by the committee to supply the Grace Lutheran 
Church of San José until July 1st. I notified Brother Fry of the committee’ s 
action. May the 9th I received a letter from Mr. W. W. Witmer, of Des 
Moines, Iowa, calling attention to the approaching twentieth anniversary of 
the Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., as Western Secretary of the Board of Home 
Missions, and requesting that a letter be sent to the churches of the Synod 
asking them to celebrate the event by taking special collections for Home 
Missions. Letters were sent to the various congregations, and in some 
instances collections were taken. The 21st of June I received a letter from 
the Rev. F. C. Vierke, pastor at Redlands, informing me that $650.00 had 
been pledged for the purchase of a church lot, that a constitution was about to 
be adopted, pledging, among other provisions, loyalty to the General Synod, 
that twenty-five persons had joined the church, a Sunday school was organized, 
and the outlook was encouraging. June 27th I received a letter from the 
Rev. W. E. Fry, informing me that the Rev. Arthur Bredenbek, of Philadel- 
phia, would probably be appointed to take charge of the church at San José, 
that a congregational meeting would be called to act on his election, and that 
he would probably be in San José by the 1st of August. I wrote to Brother 
Fry urging him to remain as supply until the arrival of his successor ; Mr. Fry 
consented to do so. The Executive Committee ratified this action. The Ist 
of July I received a communication from the Rev. George H. Hillerman, 
informing me that the corner-stone of Trinity Church, Riverside, would be 
laid on the 14th of the month, and the Rev. H. J. Weaver would preach the 
sermon. At the time named the stone of the new church was laid with 
impressive ceremonies. Early in August the Rev. R. F. Weidner, LL. D., 
President of the Lutheran Theological Seminary of Chicago, consulted with 
me regarding the advisability of establishing a Lutheran Summer School of 
Theology on the west coast. I referred Dr. Weidner to the Rev. S. B. 
Barnitz, D. D., for an expression of opinion. The matter was presented to 
Dr. Barnitz. It met his approval, and on the 9th of June the first Lutheran 
Summer School of Theology ever held on the west coast will be opened in 
Berkeley. Early in August the Rev. G. H. Hillerman informed me that Mr. 
Ralph Reiner had refused the offer of the California Synod to assist him finan- 
cially in his studies, provided he attended one of our Lutheran Colleges and 
would continue his course at Berkeley. On the roth of September the Rev. 
E. Unangst was dismissed by letter to the Alleghany Synod. The 29th of 
September I dedicated the first Finnish American Lutheran Church at 
Berkeley. The ist of October Rev. W. E. Fry informed me that he had 
ceased to supply the church at San José, as his successor, the Rev. A. Bre- 
denbek, had arrived in San José and taken charge of the work. The 15th of 
October, learning of the sudden death of David Park Barnitz, the son of the 
Western Secretary of Home Missions, I assumed the liberty of tendering to 
Dr. Barnitz, with my personal condolences, the sympathy of the California 
Synod. October 29th I received a letter from the Rev. S. W. Young, of 
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Fresno, asking that steps be taken to organize a Lutheran congregation in that 
city. This letter will be referred to a committee for consideration. _Novem— 
ber 14th the Rev. A. Bredenbek sent me his letter of dismissal from the 
East Pennsylvania Synod. December 8th, Trinity Lutheran Church, River- 
side, was solemnly dedicated to the worship of God. The pastor, Rev. George: 
H. Hillerman, was assisted in the service by the Revs. J. E. Hoick and H. J. 
Weaver. On the same day, Brother Hillerman was installed as pastor by the 
brethren named. On the 19th of January, with the assistance of the Rev. E. 
Nelander, Ph. D., I installed Rev. A. Bredenbek as pastor of the church at 
San José. On the roth of March, the congregation at San Diego, having 
redeemed their mortgage, consigned it to the flames. It was my privilege to 
be present, and to congratulate the pastor and congregation in the name of the 
Synod. On the 16th of March a special effort was made by the First Luth- 
eran Church at Los Angeles to cancel their indebtedness. The sum of 
$2000.00 required was not only subscribed, but about $400.00 was contributed 
in excess of the amount needed. The splendid result was due to the liberality 
of the people, the work of the pastor, and the co-operation of the Secretaries 
of the Boards of Home Missions and Church Extension. At the close of the 
year 1901 I was compelled to discontinue the publication of the Western 
Lutheran for want of adequate support. I desire to call the attention of the 
Synod to the following action of the General Synod, recorded in the Minutes 
of 1901, page 93: ‘‘In giving letters of dismission to parents or heads of 
families removing to other congregational connections, pastors shall include by 
name the unconfirmed baptized children that go with them, who should thus 
pass over under the care of the church and pastor to which the dismissal is 
made.’’ I would also direct your attention to the financial embarrassment of 
the Board of Foreign Missions, and suggest an increase of liberality in sup- 
porting the work of that Board as well as the remaining Boards of the Church. 
It might be well for the Synod to express an opinion on the advisability of 
establishing a Lutheran Summer School of Theology in conjunction with the 
various Lutheran bodies of the coast. 

And now, brethren, I return to you the office entrusted to my care, thank- 
ing you for your confidence, forbearance, and courtesy; I give way to my 
successor, praying that with each returning year the California Synod may see 
rising higher and higher the tide of material and spiritual prosperity. 


Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
President. 


Revs. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of Home 
Missions, and H. L. Yarger, D. D., Field Secretary of Church 
Extension, were elected as aden members of Synod. 


The Treasurer being unavoidably detained from the Conven- 
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tion of Synod, his report was read by his pastor, Rev. J. E. 
Hoick, totals alone being given. (See Appendix B.) 


After correction, the report was referred to the Auditing 
Committee. 


On motion, the President’s Report was referred to the proper 
committee. 


No Standing Committees being ready to report, the Parochial 
Reports were presented by the pastors. 


On motion of Rev. Charles F. Oehler, the following was 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of our Synod be instructed to write to the 
President of the General Synod, to find out the exact meaning of the foot-note 
7 on Parochial Reports, whether by ‘‘ families of the congregation’ are meant 
only the »zembers of the congregation, or any families that may be in loose 
connection with the church, and that the Secretary inform the members of 
Synod during the coming year concerning the question. 


Report of Committee on Beneficiary Education. 


Your Committee on Beneficiary Education beg to report that the amount 
voted for the support ef Mr. Ralph O. Reiner, on the condition that he attend 
some educational institution in the General Synod, has not been so applied, as 
Mr. Reiner preferred to continue his studies for the present at the University 
of California. There are at present two young men, Mr. Ralph O. Reiner, 
of Riverside, and Mr. B. Arfsten, Jr., of San Francisco, pursuing studies 
with the Lutheran ministry in view. There are at present no applicants for 
beneficiary aid. 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
GaG. BURNETT. 


Report adopted. 

On motion of Rev. Hoick, a recess of fifteen minutes was 
taken to allow the President opportunity to appoint his com- 
mittees. 

Upon reconvening the President announced the following 


committees : 
List of Committees. 


1. President's Report—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D. and Mr. 
H. W. DuMars. 
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2. Letters and Papers—Rev. C. F. Oehler and Mr. Frederick 
Lothhammer. e 

3. Apportionment—Rev. J. E. Hoick, Messrs. S. S. Focht 
and H. W. DuMars. 

4. Absentees and Excuses—Revs, William Brandes and A. 
Jatho. 

5. Auditing—Revs. A. Bredenbek and H. J. Weaver. 

6. Resolutions and Temperance—Revs. William E. Fry and 
EG CuVierke 

7. Religious Services—Revs. William Brandes and E. Ne- 
lander, Ph. D. 

8. Lxcess and Deficitt—Revs. H. J. Weaver and H. Gehrcke. 

9. Sunday Schools and Young People’s Socteties—Messrs. H. 
W. DuMars and William Betten. 

to. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. C. F, Ochler and Mr. John 
Bruns. 

11. Constitution and Application of Redlands Church—Rev. 
E. Nelander, Ph. D., and Mr. G. G. Burnett. 

12. Letter from Rev. S. W. Young, of Fresno—Home Mis- 
‘sion Committee. 


13. Wedekind Library—Revs. J. E. Hoick, H. J. Weaver, 
and G. H. Hillerman. 


14. Date of Synod—Revs. William Kelly, H. Gehrcke, and 
‘G. H. Hillerman. 


Reporters for Church Papers. 
Zion's Bote-—Rev. H. Gehrcke. 
Observer—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D. 
World—Rev. J. E. Hoick. 
Evangelist—Rev. W. E. Fry. 
Local Papers—Revs. William Brandes and A. Bredenbek. 


On motion, the hours of the business sessions of Synod were 
fixed as follows : 

g A. M. to 12 M. and from 2 Pp. M. to 5 P. M.; and the 
evening sessions to begin at 7.45. 
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On motion, it was resolved that this afternoon be devoted to 
committee work. 2 

On motion of Rev. George H. Hillerman, it was resolved that 
the item for Orphans’ Home on the apportionment be stricken 
from the Apportionment Table of California Synod. 

It was resolved, on motion, that Dr. H. L. Yarger be heard 
to-night on Church Extension, and Rev. Oehler on Home Mis- 
sions. 

On motion, Synod adjourned, with closing prayer by Rev. A. 
Jatho. 


EVENING SESSION. 


THURSDAy, APRIL 10, 7.45 O'CLOCK. 
The services were conducted by the Secretary of Synod. 
Addresses were delivered as follows: On Home Missions, by 
Rev. Charles F. Oehler; on Sunday Schools, by Rev. W. S. 
Hoskinson, D. D.; on Church Extension, by Rev. H. L. Yar- 
eer, 1D. 1). 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL II, 9 A. M. 


Synod opened with devotional exercises, conducted by the 
President. 

After calling of the roll, the minutes of the previous sessions 
were read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. G. G. Burnett, it was resolved that the 
special order of business for 11 A, M. to-day be greetings, and 
report from Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., Western Secretary of 
the Board of Home Missions. 


Report of Committee on the State of the Church. 
Your Committee on the State of the Church, from the reports received as 
well as from personal interview, take pleasure in announcing the work of our 
‘Church in this State to be in a flourishing condition. 
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As the Gospel stream in its onward flow widened and deepened, so the 
Church of Christ, as represented by our beloved Zion, has increased in power 
and influence. It is a pleasure to chronicle a marked advance along almost 
every line of activity, even in the midst of formidable difficulties. In the num- 
ber of church organizations, buildings, and membership, progress is to be noted. 
In the enrollment of Sunday school officers and teachers and students for the 
ministry, an increase has been made. ‘There has been more prayer and more 
giving. There is less of debt, and less of difficulty. 

All this has been accomplished under the blessing of God by a ministry 
faithful and devoted, also by the active co-operation of people loyal and true. 
The great Bishop and Shepherd of our souls has given, during the past year, 
signal evidence of presence and power. 

To Him who is able to build you up and keep you from falling, to the only 
wise God, be all honor and glory. Amen. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOICK, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on the President’s Report. 


It is with gratitude to God that we note the advance made by all our 
churches, and mentioned in our President’s Report. We regret that it has 
been found necessary to discontinue the publication of the Western Lutheran, 
as we feel the importance of the paper to our work, and wish that it might be 
maintained permanently. We would recommend that the editor receive the 
thanks of Synod for his able and faithful work done on this paper. 

We would recommend the suggestion of the report, that action be taken in 
the matter of starting a mission at Fresno ; and that Synod give its approval to 
the starting of the Summer School of Theology. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
H. W. DUMARS. 
Report adopted. 


Report of the Church Extension Committee. 


The Church Extension Committee beg leave to report that the Board of 
Church Extension donated $500.00 to the church at San Diego, to enable that 
congregation to pay its mortgage indebtedness ; also $200.00 to the church at 
Riverside. 

The thanks of this Synod are due the Board of Church Extension for the 
generous assistance afforded to its struggling churches. : 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
F.C. VIERKE, 


Report adopted by a rising vote of Synod. 
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Report of Committee on Resolutions and Temperance. 


1, Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be extended to the pastor and 

his family and the congregation of the German Evangelical Lutheran Christ 
Church for their bounteous and hospitable entertainment, and to the choir for 
their excellent music. 

2. Resolved, That we thank Mr. J. W. Fricke, Chairman of the Parochial 
Report Committee, for his neat, exact, and conscientious work for the Synod. 

3. Resolved, That we appreciate the increased interest and solid advance in 
the work of our churches this past year. 

4. Kesolved, That the opening of promising fields within our State be made 
a special item in the prosecution of the work of our Synod. 

5. Resolved, ‘That we express our appreciation of the visit to our Synod of 
the Western Secretaries, representing the Boards of Home Missions and Church 
Extension, Revs. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., and H. L. Yarger, D. D. 

6. Resolved, That. the traffic in strong drink is one of the greatest curses 
afflicting our country ; and that we strenuously exert our influence on the side 
of temperance in every wise and judicious way. 

7. Resolved, That a committee of three, including the President and Secre- 
tary, be appointed to consider the advisability of changing the time of meeting 
of Synod, and that the committee be authorized to take action in accordance 
with their best judgment. 

8. Resolved, That the pastors of this Synod encourage their young men, who 
possess the requisite gifts, to prepare for the ministry of the Gospel. 

9g. Resolved, That we respectfully recommend that all the congregations of 
our Synod earnestly encourage all their members to commune regularly, and 
that all members who refuse to commune for one year, and who refuse to con- 
tribute anything to the support of the Church, unless having a justifiable excuse, 
shall be denied the right to vote in all congregational meetings, and their names 
shall be taken off the church roll as members in good standing, and they shall 
not be reported to Synod as communicants members. 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM E. FRY, 
Ee Covi RE: 


The Report of the Committee on Parochial Reports was read 
by the Secretary, in the absence of the chairman, and adopted 
by Synod. (See Appendix D.) 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 

Your committee find that, for the present Synodical year, there has been an 
increase in this branch of our work, amounting to $432.21. This increase, 
however, is only apparent, as it includes a special gift, by one of our members, 
of $500.00 to the Western Theological Seminary ; the reality remains that, 
whilst the communicant membership of our Synod has increased sixty-four, 
our beneficence has decreased $67.79. 
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Your committee believe that greater and: more unselfish efforts on the part 
of our pastors are necessary to raise the full apportionment for all branches of 
our Synodical institutions. * 

1. We recommend that each pastor preach at least two strong sermons to 
their congregations, on systematic beneficence and Christian stewardship, dur- 
ing the Synodical year. 

2. We further recommend that the apportionment for Synodical expenses 
for the coming year be eight cents per member. 

3. We believe the time has come that our California Synod make some 
efforts to inaugurate missions in promising mission fields of its own territory, 
and we recommend that for this purpose an apportionment of ten cents per 
member be raised during the coming Synodical year. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, Chairman. 


Considered servzatim. 
Item 1. Adopted. 
Item 2. Adopted. 
Item 3. Adopted. 
Adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on Constitution and Application of the Church at 
Redlands. 

Your Committee on the Constitution and Application of the First Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church of Redlands, Cal., have carefully examined the docu- 
ments submitted, and beg to report that this congregation did, on the 21st day 
of April, adopt, without alteration, the constitution prescribed by the General 
Synod ; and we further find that said congregation, pursuant to a resolution ~ 
duly made, empowered its officers to apply for admittance to California Synod, 
which application is submitted in due form. 

The committee recommend the admission of this church to the California 
Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 


G. G. BURNETT. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Delegates to General Synod. 
To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California : 

DEAR BRETHREN: Your delegates elected to represent this body at the 
late General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the United States, 
which convened at Des Moines, Iowa, May 29th to June 6th, 1901, beg leave 
to report as follows : 

Your delegates, who were all in attendance, were, from the first, impressed. 
with the hearty, consecrated fellowship of this great Lutheran body. Earnest 
purpose for the practical interests of the kingdom was in the very air. While 
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the aggressive operations of the Church were chiefest among the affairs con- 
sidered, and many a weighty and difficult question was passed upon, every 
session was characterized by a truly Christian spirit. 

The settled doctrinal position of the General Synod was ably set forth in the: 
Synodical sermon of the retiring President, Rev. S. F. Breckenridge, D. D., 
and has a sturdy representative in the new President, Rev. William S. Freas, 
D. D., of Baltimore, Md. : 

The reports of the various Boards of the Church were encouraging. Home 
Missions was given special recognition. It was admitted on all hands that a 
great opportunity was here and the Synod acted accordingly, not only by 
adopting wise measures, but also by the raising of $4445.00 on the floor of 
the Synod for this great work. 

An evening was given to the commemoration of the Twentieth Anniversary 
of the appointment of Rev. Samuel B. Barnitz, D. D., as Western Secretary. 
The occasion was very impressive. May God spare to us for many years the 
beloved Western Secretary, whose labors have, under God, already brought 
such splendid results. To California Synod was accorded the honor of having 
two of its delegates selected as speakers, one at the biennial services of the 
Board of Home Missions, and one at the Twentieth Anniversary of Western 
Supervision. 

One of the most significant events of the Synod in connection with the 
Foreign Mission business was the case of the Africa enterprise. A California 
Synod delegate was appointed on a committee to consider that question— 
probably the most profound business entrusted to a committee during the con- 
vention. The report as finally adopted authorizes the Board to take steps 
looking to the concluding of the Africa mission, if Providence so indicates. 
The Board has since found sufficient encouragement to justify a continuance of 
the Muhlenberg Mission. 

As the Field Secretary of the Board of Church Extension, Rev. H. L. 
Yarger, D. D., is in attendance, no reference need here be made to that im- 
portant work, nor is it possible within the compass of a brief report to even 
refer to the various departments of Christian activity brought to the attention 
of the convention. Suffice it to say that all gave ample evidence of the ad- 
vancement along all lines of our beloved Church. 

Your delegation took much active part in all the deliberations. Its pre- 
sentation of the work in California was given profound attention and con- 
sideration. 

Your delegation finally thanks you for the honor of representing you in that 
great body, and beg respectfully to submit this report. 

E. NELANDER, 

CHARLES. F. OFKHLER, 

G. G. BURNETT, 

P. S: LEISENRING, 
Report adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


As your Committee on Letters and Papers have no letters or papers worthy 
of mention, we have no report to submit. 
Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OKHLER, Chairman. 


Report adopted. 


The Report of the Auditing Committee was then presented, 
but the hour of. special business arriving the report was laid over 
to give way to the Report of the Home Mission Committee. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


Home Mission work is one of the most important agencies of the Church. 
This cause appeals not only to the Christian, but to the citizen, the business 
man, and to all who are interested in God, and home, and native land. This 
Synod, built up largely through Home Mission influence, appreciates at its full 
value this agency for good. 

The work of the California missions presents on the whole, with some draw- 
backs, many encouraging features. Riverside, Rev. G. H. Hillerman, pastor, 
rejoices in its new and beautiful church building, costing, with lot, $5200.00, 
practically paid for. The benevolence of the mission is increasing; Sunday 
school and church attendance is growing ; apportionment paid in full; and 
general conditions better than ever before in the history of the Church. The 
work at Redlands began encouragingly on the 12th of April, 1901. From _ 
sundry causes of an unavoidable nature a season of depression set in. - Since 
the opening of the present year, the conditions have improved. The congre- 
gation now numbers thirty members ; the Sunday school has an enrollment of 
twenty-nine. The pastor at Redlands, Rev. F. C. Vierke, is also working 
with good prospects at San Bernardino, preaching in English and German at 
both these important points; the entire Synod will pray that success may 
attend his labors. 

Oakland paid $600.00 on its interest-bearing debt, added twenty-six to its 
membership, and is steadily gaining ground. 

After an up-hill financial struggle of more than three years, San Diego has 
canceled its indebtedness of $4300.00, burned its mortgage, and, under more 
hopeful conditions than it ever before faced, looks for spiritual triumphs to at 
least equal its material advance. 

Alameda more than holds its own, with increasing attendance in church and 
school, finances in fair condition, and a slight gain in membership. 

St. Matthew’s, German, San Francisco, Rev. Herman Gehrcke, pastor, is 
no longer a mission, having assumed the burden of self-support. Brother 
Gehrcke and his church are to be congratulated on the step taken. Brother 
Bredenbek writes: ‘San José is on the forward move. The people are 
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meeting their responsibilities in the spirit of peace and harmony, with in- 
creased zeal.’” So the work goes on; God is with us, and in a few years the 
present missions of the California Synod will become strong, self-supporting, 
and self-reliant churches. 


Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
WILLIAM E. FRY. 


Report adopted. | 

Rey. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., then addressed the Synod on the 
work of Home Missions. 

The address was full of encouragement in view of the marked 
progress seen by the Doctor in the churches of California Synod 
since his first visit to the coast, and in the Lutheran Church 
during the past twenty years. 

At the conclusion of the address, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., 
led the Synod in prayer for the work of Home Missions and for 
God’s special blessing on the Western Secretary. 

By common consent of Synod, Rev. H. L. Yarger, D. D., 
Field Secretary of Church Extension, then presented the work 
of the Board with which he is connected, showing that the 
growth of work had been phenomenal since its organization. 

On motion, the hour of adjournment was extended ten 

‘minutes, to allow time for the asking and answering of questions 


on the work of Church Extension. 


On motion, it was resolved that the Synod adjourn, to meet 
again at I.30 P. M. 
Synod then adjourned, with prayer by Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 


So 


THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL II, 1.30 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. J. S. Moser, followed by 
roll call. 
On motion of Mr. G. G. Burnett, the reading of the minutes 
was postponed until the close of the session. 
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Report of Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies. 


The committee report as follows : 

The Sunday schools show a healthy growth all along the line. One school 
has been added, and the total increase of scholars is 147, a number almost 
equal to our best school. The financial record has been well maintained. 
Among young people, but few in numbers have been added, yet three new 
societies have been organized. The amount of money contributed falls below 
last year. 

The outlook is encouraging, but we must work along definite lines. In the 
Sunday school, we recommend a higher standard by using the present-day 
methods, such as the Home Department, the Normal Class, the Cradle Roll, 
thus enlisting and interesting every member of the Church. To our school 
proper let us bring a Spirit-equipped corps of teachers, encouraging officers 
and pastors, in bringing the children to Christ. 

With the young people, training in practical work is important. This can 
be done by organizing each church, and joining with the union of adjacent 
societies of that kind, for in numbers there is inspiration for young Christians. 
Around this central thought of training in the Master’s service, we might sug- 
gest social and intellectual advantages, but let these be subservient. Interest 
in young people will be repaid many fold. 

Respectfully submitted, H. W. DuMARS, 
WILLIAM BETTEN. 


Report adopted. 


On motion, the election of officers and of delegates to General 
Synod was postponed until 2.15 o’clock, making it the special 
order of business for that hour. 


Purchase of Luther’s Works. 
On motion of Rev. J. E. Hoick, it was 


Resolved, That $100.00 in the Beneficiary Education Fund be devoted to 
the purchase of the twenty-four volumes of Luther’s Works, owned by the 
Misses Wedekind ; also that these volumes be loaned to the Western Theo- 
logical Seminary at Atchison, Kan., until such time as a Theological Seminary 
of the General Synod of the Lutheran Church shall be established in Cali- 
fornia, when such volumes will be returned to said seminary ; also that a 
committee of three be appointed to have in charge the purchase and transfer 
of these books. 


The consideration of the Report of the Auditing Committee 
was then resumed, and, after amendment, adopted as follows: 


OF THE CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 19 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


Your Committee on Treasurer’s Book report that the same is in the main 
well kept. We recommend that the excess and deficit columns in the Treas- 
urer’s Keport be omitted. 


Respectfully submitted, A. BREDENBEK, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 


Report of Committee on Religious Services. 
Your committee report the following appointments for Sunday : 


CHRIST GERMAN CHURCH, ALAMEDA. 

Morning—Revs. William E. Fry and F. C. Vierke. 

Evening—Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Service, conducted by 
the Officers of the Convention. Addresses by Rev. Dr. S. B. Barnitz, Rev. 
Dr. H. L. Yarger, and Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN, SAN FRANCISCO. 

Morning— Rev. Dr. W. S. foskinson. 

Evening—Rey. H. J. Weaver. 

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN, OAKLAND. 


Morning—Rev. Dr. H. L. Yarger. 
Evening—Rev. J. E. Hoick. 


ST. MATTHEW’S GERMAN CHURCH, SAN FRANCISCO. 
Morning—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 
GRACE CHURCH, JAN JOSE. 


Morning and Evening—Rev. George H. Hillerman. 
E. NELANDER, 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. BRANDES. 


Report adopted. 


The Committee on the Minutes of Synod submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 
Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Year. 


1. On page 10 we find a recommendation that each pastor should at some 
appropriate time during the year speak to the young people of his congregation 
on the call to the ministry. 


Has this been done ? 
2. On page 14, to advise our delegates to the General Synod to urge that 


proper measures be taken to improve the sanitary condition of Muhlenberg 


Mission. 
Has this been done? 
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3. On page 22, Treasurer’s Report, we found an error. Rev. Brandes (per 
Rev. Oehler), $2.00 for Foreign Missions ought to be credited to Rev. 
Branke. This error ought to be corrected. cs 


Respectfully submitted, H.,GEHRCKE, 
E. NELANDER. 


Considered seviatim. 

Item 1. Majority answered, ‘‘ /Vo.”’ 

Ttenr-es + Yes. 

Item 3. Secretary to make a note of the same. 


Adopted as a whole. 


Election of Officers of Synod. 


The special order of the day, the election of officers, was then 
taken up. 


The following were appointed tellers: Revs. W. E. Fry and 
F. C. Vierke, and Messrs. G. G. Burnett and H. W. DuMars. 


The election resulted as follows : 
President—Rev. Hermann Gehrcke. 
Secretary—Rev. George H. Hillerman. 


On motion, it was resolved that nominations be in order for 
Treasurer of Synod. Carried. 


P. S. Leisenring, M. D., being the only nominee, the Secre- 
tary was instructed to cast the ballot of Synod for Dr. Leisenring 
for Treasurer, which was done, and he was declared elected. 


Delegates to the Forty-first General Synod. 


CLERICAL. 
Principals. Alternates. 
Rev. William Kelly, Rev. George H. Hillerman, 
Rev. J. E. Hoiek. Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D. 
LAY. 
Principals. Alternates. 
J. C. Walling, P. S. Leisenring, M. D., 


G. G. Burnett. William Betten. 
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Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Satisfactory excuses having been received from the following brethren, 
your committee recommend that they be excused: Revs. S. Sprecher, 
D. D., LL. D.; J. Schmierer, and V. G. A. Tressler, Ph. D.; Messrs. H. 
A. Getz, J. F. Reimer, W. H. Dehm, Frederick Lothhammer, and Frederick 
Gerdes. 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM BRANDES, 
A. JATHO. 
Report adopted. 


Apportionments. 


The Report of the Apportionment Committee was then re- 
ceived and adopted. (See Appendix A.) 


A bill of $2.00 for postage and stationery of the Secretary 
was allowed and ordered paid. 


The Treasurer was instructed to pay the janitor of the church 
$5.00 for services during Synod. 


On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay the Secretary 
$10.00 for services during the past year. 


An invitation was received from Sacramento English Lutheran 
Church to the Synod to meet in their church in 1903. The in- 
vitation was unanimously accepted. 


The special order of business for the afternoon, the discussiom 
of Article IV. of the Augsburg Confession, was then taken up, and 
an excellent paper thereon read by Rev. Hermann Gehrcke and 
discussed by various members of Synod. 


The Report of the Committee on Excess and Deficit was. 
read and adopted. (See Appendix C.) 


Transfer of Funds for Beneficiary Education. 
On motion by Rev. C. F. Oehler, it was 


Resolved, That the balance of the money in our treasury, formerly appro- 
priated to Beneficiary Education, be put at the disposal of the Home Mission 
Committee, to be used for the purpose of canvassing some of the promising mis- 
sion fields in our State during the coming Synodical year, 


The minutes of Synod were then read and approved. 
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Synod then adjourned, according to the forms prescribed by 
the Ministerial Acts of the General Synod, to meet April 29th, 
1903,* in the First English Lutheran Church, Sacramento, Cal., 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., pastor. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL II, 7.45 O'CLOCK. 


The services were conducted by Revs. William Kelly and 
Arthur Bredenbek. 


Addresses were delivered on Orphans’ Home, by Rev. J. E. 
Hoick, and on Foreign Missions, by Rev. H. J. Weaver. } 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 


Secretary. 


* Date set by special committee after adjournment. 
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OFFICERS, 1902-1903. 


PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. WILLIAM KELLY, 568 Twelfth Street, Oakland, Cal- 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD, 1727 J Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Mrs. C. F. OEHLER, 1207 K Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 


Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


Miss KATE STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


TREASURER. 


Mrs. J. E. HOICK, San Diego, Cal. 


HISTORIAN. 


Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, San Francisco, Cal. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Miss ROSE HICKETHIER, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Mrs. EMMA HOEH, Los Angeles, Cal. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD. 


FIRST SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1902, 2 P. M. 


According to announcement, the delegates and visitors to the 
Eleventh Convention of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the California Synod assembled at 2 Pp. M., 
April 9th, 1902, in the home of Rev. William Brandes, pastor of 
Christ’s Church, Alameda, Cal. 


The half-hour devotional service was conducted by Mrs. j. 
Everding. 

After a short recess, the President, Mrs. Kelly, took the chair. 
After the singing of the doxology, the eighty-fifth Psalm was 
read by Miss Folcke, and a prayer for consecration was offered 
by Miss Kate Stuber. 
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Credentials were received, and the following Synodical officers. 
and Auxiliary delegates were enrolled : 


San Francisco, English—Mrs. J. Everding, Mrs. S. E. Bittle- 
Meyers (a. ¢.), Mrs. G. G. Burnett, and Mrs. King. 

San Francisco, German—Miss M. A. Folcke. 

Oakland—Mrs. William Kelly, Mrs. W. E. Fry, and Mrs. G. 
W. Flick. 

Alameda—Mrs. Van Tagen, Mrs. E. Jungbluth, and Mrs. H. 
Hacke. 

Sacramento, German—Mrs. C. F. Oehler (a. e.), Miss Kate 
Stuber, Mrs. G. Grunewald, Mrs. W. Walther, and Mrs. J. 
Ochsner. 

Sacramento, English—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, Mrs. J. D. Ben- 
nett (a. e.), and Mrs. George Rentschler (a. e.). 

San Jose—Mrs. H. T. Rawlings and Mrs. Walter Gregg. 

Los Angeles—Mrs. S. B. Barnitz, Miss Ruth Yerger (a. e.), 
Miss Emma Hoeh (a. ¢.), and Mrs. W. H. Stewart (a. e.). 

Riverside—Mrs. A. Crawford (a. e.). 

San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick (a. e.). 


The President declared the Convention duly organized and 
ready for work. 


The Rules of Order were read by the Secretary. 


The address of welcome was given by Mrs. E. L. Jungbluth,. 
and, in the absence of Mrs. Mauch, the response was by Mrs. 
Kelly. 


The President then read her annual report. 


President’s Report. 


To the Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society of the California 

Synod, greeting - 

DEAR FRIENDS: This is the eleventh Convention of our Society, and the 
tenth annual report presented. What changes have taken place since the first 
meeting of this Society was held, eleven years ago; the first feeble slip from 
the great tree of the Lutheran Church was being transplanted from the East 
to the Golden State; the shoot was planted with anxious care, watered with 
tears and prayers ; it was faithfully nurtured ; the slip took root, it began to. 
develop, and, in a few years, bids fair to become itself a stately tree. Them 
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we were a handful, now the membership of our churches runs into the thou- 
sand. Then we were glad to meet in private dwellings or rented halls; now 
we have beautiful and stately churches in nearly all the larger cities of this 
splendid Commonwealth. Then there were few hands to labor, now the num- 
ber of toilers is being augmented. The little one is becoming a thousand, the 
small one is developing into a strong spiritual nation, and to-day, with gratitude 
to God for the success of the work of the Lutheran Church of our local 
branches and Synodical Society, we may repeat the words addressed to the 
Psalmist of Israel, ‘‘ I the Lord have done it.’’ 

The following is a record of my official acts : 

OnsAugust 23d, I received a letter from Mrs. Kate B. Shaffer, urging me to 
send copies of Mrs. Krechting’s letter to the various Societies, to send out the 
««Win-One”’ cards, and to urge a larger distribution of mission literature. All 
this was done. 

On September 18th, I received a letter from Mrs. James, of Baltimore, along 
the line of thought previously covered in the letter of Mrs. Shaffer. Copies of 
this letter were sent to each Society. 

In November, I sent letters of thanksgiving to each Synodical Society, as 
well as reports of the India Mission work. I also attended three of the four 
Union Missionary Meetings of the Bay Cities, and wrote letters to various indi- 
viduals and Societies, concerning certain phases of our work. 

It affords me great pleasure to call your attention to the fact that a liberal- 
hearted gentleman in Philadelphia has pledged one thousand dollars per annum 
toward the support of Dr. A. Pohlmann, our missionary in Africa; but, on the 
other hand, I regret to call your attention to the depleted condition of the For- 
eign Mission treasury; you have doubtless heard that at one time the condi- 
tions were so serious that it was feared the Hospital at Guntur would have to 
be closed. This misfortune has happily been averted; but, if we would not 
have it again occur, the Societies of the various churches must contribute more 
liberally toward the prosecution of the work. 

And now my official term has again expired ; for two years I have served 
you as President; in that time I have doubtless made mistakes, and in some 
instances perhaps failed to perform my duty ; but I have endeavored to do the 
best I could for the success of the cause in which we are interested. And you, 
the members of the various Societies, have stood loyally by me in the prosecu- 
tion of the work. Praying that God may bless and prosper the cause of Home 
and Foreign Missions, I am respectfully yours, 

Mrs. WILLIAM KELLY, President. 


The Corresponding Secretary, Miss Kate Stuber, read her 
report, and it was accepted. 

The Report of the Treasurer, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, was given as 
follows : 
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The Literature Committee sent a written statement, showing 
that their work had been faithfully performed. 


Historian’s Report. 


Mrs. J. Everding read the Report of the Historian, ae 5. 
E. Bittle-Myers. 


Reports from Societies. 


OAKLAND AUXILIARY. 


The meetings of this Auxiliary have been regularly held, with growing in- 
terest. Two Missionary Conferences have been held during the year, with 
interesting addresses given by returned missionaries. These meetings were 
very helpful to the Society. Number of members, 21; also 5 in the Cradle 
Roll. Journals taken, 6 ; Adisston Studies, 2. A number of Church papers 
are taken. Amount of funds raised for all purposes, $44.62. 


Mrs. WALLING, President. 


LOS ANGELES, 


The general condition of our Society is excellent. The meetings are in- 
teresting and growing spiritually. Membership, 34. _/owsmals, 12. Quite 
a number of papers are taken, as this matter has been in the hands of a young 
man, who has given it full attention. Amount of funds collected: Dues, etc., 
$58.23; Africa Mission, $6.00; thank-offering, $25.26 ; support of a boy in 
India, $25.00. Total, $114.49. 

Miss R. HICKETHIER, Secretary. 


SAN FRANCISCO, 


The state of this Society the past year has been encouraging. The Presi- 
dent and officers have been faithful and active in their work, striving to in- 
terest the members in all literature of the Church-at-large. Number of mem- 
bers, 23. Journals taken, 15 ; Mission Studies, 1. Several Church papers 
taken. Amount of funds raised during the year, $30.14; Synodical fee, 


$5.00. Total, $35.14. 
Mrs. SCHLEUTER, Secretary. 


SAN JOSE. 

This Society reports better progress the past year than for some time pre- 
viously. Number of members, 23. /ouvna/s taken, 14. Amount of funds 
raised during the year, $30.25, including Synodical fee of $5.75; Riverside 
Mission, $5.00 ; thank-offering, $2.25 ; and other donations of $4.25; also, 


a bed for the India Hospital, $5.00. 
Mrs. RAWLINS, Preszdent. 
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RIVERSIDE. 


State of the Society, fairly good. Number of members, 26. Amount of funds. 
raised for missionary purposes, $33.60. Number of papers taken, 35; Chz/- 
dren’s Missionary Journals, 13. The new church has been finished and 
dedicated. The members of it worked most faithfully, with their pastor, in 
furnishing their building. 

Mrs. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 


SACRAMENTO, GERMAN LUTHERAN. 7 


Rev. C. F. Oehler, Pastor. 


This Society is prosperous. It has lost, by death, three of its most active 
members during the past year, who have gone to their reward above. The 
remaining members are faithful to their church and pastor. Number of mem- 
bers, 63. Meetings held, 12, with a good average attendance. Journals 
taken, 27. Several Church papers taken. An India orphan has been adopted 
by this Auxiliary. Amount of funds raised by it during the year, $185.31. 


Miss KATE STUBER, Secretary. 


ALAMEDA, GERMAN. 


Rev. W. Brandes, Pastor. 
This Auxiliary is prosperous, and much interest is taken by its members. 
Number of members, 34. Money sent to the General Fund, $19.20 ; Synod- 
ical fee, $2.00; Literature, 25 cents. Total, $21.45. 


Mrs. LypiA BRANDES, President. 


ST. MATTHEW’S, GERMAN LUTHERAN, 


Rev. H. Gehrcke, Pastor. 


Our Society is in a good state. Officers and members take an active part in 
the work. Members, 53, active ; 12 honorary. Total, 67 members. Meet- 
ings held, 12, with a good average attendance. _/owrnads taken, 3. Amount 
of funds raised, $78.40. 

Miss B. KunEs, Secretary. 


SAN DIEGO. 


As our church is a mission, we have accomplished wonderfully satisfactory re- 
sults, greatly through the tireless efforts of our beloved pastor and his good wife, 
Rey. Mr. and Mrs. Hoick. We expect renewed activity in all lines of church 
work, as our interest-bearing debt is now removed. Number of members, 17. 
Journals taken, 14; Misston Studies, 2. Amount of funds raised by the 
Society, $22.50. The mortgage upon the church was paid this year. 


Mrs. F. P. DAavipson, President. 
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SACRAMENTO, ENGLISH LUTHERAN, 


Our Society has taken the extra burden of self-support this year, and that 
makes it harder to collect much money for missionary purposes. Our Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society contributed. $8.00 to the Cleveland Mission this year. 
We find it in our hearts to do much more if it were possible. Number of 
members, 18, active ; 2 honorary. Total, 20. Journals taken, 8; Mission 
Studies, 2, Amount of funds raised for all purposes, beside the contribution 


to the Cleveland Mission, $22.95. 
Mrs. W. C. HoskINson. 


Total number of Societies, Io. 
Total amount of funds, $588.71. 


Mrs. SUSAN E. BITTLE-MYERS, Historian. 


Auxiliary delegates spoke encouragingly of the past work of 
their Societies, and all were hopeful for the future. 


The President made the following appointments : 
Treasurer, pro tem.—Mrs. H. Hacke. 


Committees. 

Auditing—Mrs. Grunewald, Mrs. Brandes. 

President’ s Address—Mrs. Hoskinson, Mrs. Gregg. 

Excuses—Mrs. J. Ochsner, Mrs. Van Tagen. 

Letters, Greetings, Papers—Miss Stuber, Mrs. Grunewald. 

Literature Committee's Report—Mrs. Jungbluth, Mrs. Fry. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Fry, Miss Stuber, Miss Folcke, Mrs. Hos- 
kinson. 

Historian's Report—Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Mauch. 


Reporters for Press. 
City Papers and Lutheran Observer—Miss Stuber. 
Lutheran World—Mrs. Burnett. 
Missionary Journal—Mrs. Hoskinson. 
Lutheran Evangelist—Miss Folcke. 
Kirchenfreund—Mrs. William Brandes. 
Committee to Take Charge of India Needle Work—Mtrs. 
George W. Flick. 
Pages—Miss J. Burnett, Mrs, Walther. 
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On motion of Mrs. Grunewald, a nominating committee was 
dispensed with and a general ballot decided upon. 

The Convention was visited by a number of the clerical dele- 
gates to Synod, and interesting addresses were made by Rev. C. 
F. Oehler, Rev. Viercke, Rev. W. E. Fry, and Rev. William: 
Kelly. 

The President appointed Mrs. Everding to carry the greetings. 
of the Convention to Dr. and Mrs. Barnitz, and asked the Sec- 
retary to notify the latter of the Convention’s acceptance of her 
appointment as delegate from the Los Angeles Auxiliary. 

After a hymn and a number of short prayers, the Society ad- 
journed. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL I0, 9.30 A. M. 


The session opened with a twenty-minute devotional service 
conducted by Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson. After a short recess a 
hymn was sung, the Scripture (Rom. x. 13-17) was read by 
Mrs. Ansel, and a prayer for missions was offered by Mrs. Grune- 
wald. 

The roll was called and the minutes of the preceding session 
were read and approved. 

The reports of the various convention committees were as 


follows : 
Report of Auditing Committee. 

We have examined the accounts and vouchers of the Treasurer and find the 
vouchers correct, but the General Treasurer’s receipts show an excess of $5.00 
each for India and Riverside Mission. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. WILLIAM BRANDES, 
Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 

We recommend this paper for its hopeful and encouraging words, and the 
President for the faithful and conscientious discharge of all the duties of her 
office. We concur with her views on foreign missions, and rejoice in the gift 
that enables the Board to continue its work in our Africa field. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Mrs. W. GREGG. 
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Report of Committee on Excuses. 
We recommend that all absent delegates be excused. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. OCHSNER, 
Mrs. VAN TAGEN. 


&, 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greetings, and Papers. 

A letter of greeting from the Historian was read and duly appreciated. - 

Mrs. Hoskinson’s paper on ‘* What Owest Thou My Lord ?’’ was very 
instructive and much appreciated. 

Mrs. G. G. Burnett’s paper on ‘“‘ What Ought to Be the Principal Work of 
a Mission Society ?’’ was full of helpful suggestions. 

A paper by Mrs. W. E. Fry contained much information for the instruction 
of the children in mission work. 

Respectfully submitted, Miss KATE STUBER, 
Mrs. G. GRUNEWALD. 


Report on Literature Committee’s Report. 


We find that this-committee has circulated 158 monthly tracts and 260 
thank-offering envelopes. 
The following Societies have contributed toward monthly tracts: San José, 
Oakland, St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 
We recommend a deeper interest in missionary literature. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. E. JUNGBLUTH, 
Mrs. W. Bb. FRY. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That we are grateful to our heavenly Father for the many 
blessings received during the past year, and that we thank Him for His good- 
ness and mercy. 

2. Resolved, That we express our gratification over the work done in our 
new fields of Redlands and San Bernardino, and urge the formation of mis- 
sionary societies as soon as possible. 

3. Resolved, That we urge deeper interest in our Auxiliaries in raising funds 
for special objects. 

4. Resolved, Vhat it is with regret we learn of the ill-health of our esteemed 
Western Secretary, Dr. S. B. Barnitz; that we pray for him God’s favor and 
a complete restoration to health. 

5. Resolved, That the necessity for the absence of our Historian, Mrs. S. 
E. Bittle-Myers, and other Synodical officers, be noted with regret. 

6. Resolved, That a letter be sent to Mrs. A. V. Hamma expressing the 
sympathy of this convention in her serious illness. 

7. Resolved, That a letter of sympathy be sent to Mr. Fred. Meckfessel 
and family expressing our sorrow over the loss of the dear wife and mother, 
who was also our beloved co-worker and sister in Christ. 
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8. Resolved, That we extend our thanks to the local papers for their reports 
of these meetings. 

9. Resolved, That we thank the members and friends of the Alameda 
Church for their kindness and hospitality, and especially the pastor and his 
wife for the use of their home for the meeting of our convention; that we ask 
God’s blessing upon their home and people. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W. E. FRY, 
Miss KATE STUBER, 
Miss H. FOLCKE, 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON. 


2 


Report of Committee on Historian’s Report. 


We find the Historian’s Report complete in every way, and duly appreciate 
the labors of one who has toiled forty-four years in the work of the Lutheran 
Church. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. EVERDING, 
Miss K. STUBER. 


Mrs. Grunewald gave an account of the work of the Christian 
Endeavor Society of the German Church of Sacramento. 

Mrs. Kelly, of the Oakland Church, told of the organization 
of their Cradle Roll, and reported five members. 

The work of the Junior Society of the Sacramento German 
Church was reported by Miss Stuber. 

Mrs. O. O. Roe, State President of Iowa, brought greetings 
from that State and spoke of the work there. 

On motion, the greetings of the Eleventh Convention of Cal- 
ifornia were extended to the Iowa Society throught their Presi- 
dent. 

After the singing of a hymn, Mrs. Hoskinson read a paper on 
<* What Owest Thou My Lord ?’’ 

This was followed by a discussion upon ‘‘ Our Future Work,”’ 
led by Miss Stuber. Under this head many members discussed 
our Africa work, deaconess work, the importance of organizing 
mission bands, the holding of conference meetings in the differ- 
ent districts, the Synodical fund, educating the young men of 
California for the ministry, etc. 


The President stated that the Executive Committee asked a 
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special offering of $10,000.00 for this biennium, and suggested 
a plan for raising our share of this sum. She also expressed 
regret that the Society is $57.00 short of last year’s total for 
missions. 

Mrs. Barnitz, of Iowa, gave a few words of cordial greeting. 


An offering was taken, a hymn sung, and Mrs. Nelander 
closed the session with prayer. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 10, 1go2. 

The devotional service was led by Miss Folcke. Scripture 
and prayer by Mrs. King. 

After roll call and reading of minutes, Dr. Yarger addressed 
the Convention on Church Extension. 

Dr. Barnitz followed with an address upon our California mis- 
sions and box-work. 

Under new business the following bills were presented and 
paid : 
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As an expression of good-will and appreciation, a table-cover, 
embroidered at the Industrial School of our Guntur Mission, was 
presented by members of the Society to Mrs. William Brandes. 

‘‘What Ought to Be the Principal Work of a Mission 
Society ?’’ was the subject of a most excellent paper by Mrs. G. 
G. Burnett. 

Mrs. W. E. Fry read a paper on ‘‘ Our Responsibility to the 
Children.’’ 


40 ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION, 


Election of officers being in order, the President appointed as 
tellers Miss J. P. Burnett and Mrs. Walther ; as clerks, Mrs. G. 
G. Burnett and Mrs. King. iF 

Mrs. William Kelly was elected delegate to the General Con- 
vention to be held in Pittsburg, Pa., in 1903, with Mrs. G. G. 
Burnett as alternate. 

The invitation of Mrs. Hoskinson to meet in Sacramento next 
year was accepted. 

An offering was taken, and Dr. Nelander adjourned the con- 
vention with prayer. 


SunDaY, APRIL 13, 1903. 


The following programme was carried out : 
Hymn. 

Scripture, Rev. William Brandes. 
Prayer. 

Hymn. 

Address, Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D. 
Solo, Mrs. Lercher. 

Address, Revo H.-L. Yarger, 1. DP. 
Address, Rev. C. F. Oehler. 
Offertory. 

Hymn. 

Prayer, Rev. Hermann Gehrcke. 
Benediction, President of Synod. 


Mrs. W. 8. HOSKINSON, 


Recording Secretary. 


INDEX. 


PAGE 
Absentees and Excuses, Report of Committee on................... 21 
BE POGUONINGItS erence renee ear avere Meteora cds okone:  Eeer aad ea cl tvans ot 21 
EMP OOL MON Ment tor LOO2-TOOR Nas as Wee oe eiseiete ae sissies 23 
Paci una COmmittee ec port Olura:-1t pie Solemn + tei cen tn nee ere 19 
Beneficiary Education, Report of Committee on ................... 
Beneficiary Education, Wransfer of Fumdstor 2... 22. 2... cee se oe ne 21 
Sihurch sh xtension Commitee, \eport Ole: si. miae ae ances c see 12 
Church at Redlands, Report of Committee on Constitution and Appli- 

CA ONT OL easter ric a Fae ap WN oa eee ElpereeeRe cg siasvareieoees - 14 
SBOUIIITLCES plots tan te amie, Pe ree Niven erat cht grein Soe By cae Sanit 9 
PHechon Ofte OiiceLs Ole OVNOG eee arelercielrasreveieieretesie dsterne es ea siege 20 
Pyangelical Wutheran’ Synod) of (California... .....20:-2..<.0ssses8 wae 2 
ROSS ail (DSTO TE Se Sone Beaib Snes Sein Rie Gee hee eA A ale ae 25 
Kcenetal synod keport-of- Delegates tO 2.2 us. siyeee eee nee tle > 14 
General’ Synod, Delegates to the Forty-first 5... ¢.c-2s¢.cs2s0+0-00--- 20 
iElemie Missions, Report of Committee on... 05... .2.6cce ses cece se 16 
ettersiand Papers, Report of Committee Ome. 2.0. jose ene ee oe = = 16 
ET TERASINN ON KS pull CHASE, Olt we eeyctaeterciersieceniis ela wie eicieicds ores sie Seon a 18 
Minutes of Last Year, Report-of Committee on ..........0..5-55.. 19 
Paraetrell INGOs oan os gud h hte ocacacle Aepine eran once cca pcrse 26 
PEsIC ONG ING KORE ES 4 bn agp oop 605-6 0ls on Oboe neo ser aee a aig caine 6 
ipresidents INeport, Reportiof Committee on... 6. ie. esate. s--- > 12 
procramimne tOtsINEXt OVMOG Qj... a) eee ec - = ae ease ens 4 
Religious Services, Report of Committee on ...............-...... 19 
Reporters for Church Papers. ...... 2... 2220+ esse eee terete eee 10 


Resolutions and Temperance, Report of Committee on.............. 13 


42 INDEX. 


PAGE 
State of-the’ Church, Report of \Committee on'tiy... 2-5 jini he cess II 
Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies, Report of Committee on, 18 
Sy nodicaliCalendar a. cuetxievaa cee cisphocothe cere eee aE ern 3 
Synod cal Roll My years ce, cate Re actak ee isan en oh niente 6 
Systematic Beneficence, Report of (Committee on... 222... en le 13 
Mreasurers deport 52a caters sie ote teensy eter oes keio«) olde dieveiched tiem 24 


Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society.................+- 28 


\ ae a 


f “hve Te _—. ate By 
i) 1 2 ue aA ee ae 
Nel es eee 


1 


MINUTES OF THE 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION: 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE GENERALYSYNOD 


OF THE e 


Lutheran Church in the United States, 


CONVENED IN 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., APRIL 29 ro MAY 1, 1903. 


ALSO A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., APRIL 30 anp MAY 1, 1903. 


PRINTED FOR THE SYNOD 
BY THE 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
1903. 


TIN -oalMucsiong aS apie. UBULIOTIIT “HD “AAW axyoryon) uuvWJepy ‘AOY] Cobr |°°°******** oyUeuIEIONS| = E1 
iGes No oulluostony sey |e Foe ae PURUTIO TNE LAO Yea eee ATOM WRIT “AOY] ZOO foo Posatety zi 
ah Ane tule Clg pater fll aa ee ULULOTET “ETD “AS et SHOOT Haale 4Ony | LOO Teo ames sojasuy soy] II 
RCH We SUIMUSSIOnpe ete |: yc ate ULUAST [IE EE) AO Mes ats ss eee POOL ch ACM ROOOT Na sem ome OosIOUvI UBS) OI 
‘dW ‘Suuuestey “Sg “gis UUM “HQ cay ea ‘Mf sey] 66g1 foo oSaiq ues! 6 
‘Surpxoag, uyof 5 neg ‘Mf caeyhc dug ‘epuepayt “q aay] g6gr foo ojuauresoes) |g 
‘Surproaq uyof apy yoaniy “PQ ‘aay fc rayaQ ‘q ‘Q ‘aoy| LOgr [ooo purpeq, 
‘Surproag, uyof ay) Panty "HO “49M|" Cd “Ud “WPISSEAL “VD A APY] 96gT gsof ues 9 
‘Surproag uyof «ayylco THEO “YD coy yeSSeyy “Ay “D caoy] S6gr [oe sajasuy soy] S$ 
‘Surproasy wyof apy) gtuomig ‘g “[caoy |e auns “ET Wao] POgr [ot oSaiq ues) + 
“SuIpioaq uyof ay) 2° MECC TANS ARON ee nuMe Cees | Trem dyiggesey) cogn | 72s a oyuomreoes) = £ 
“Surpraaq uyof aq|’ °C ‘Ud “SseLL, ‘VD ‘A “AON ' ‘q “uosuTysoFT “S (MA *A0q| ZOQT | oostourty ues) Zz 
“‘suiproaq uyof “zl °q ‘ql ‘WosuTysoFT “S (MM ‘AOyl C JOLIN Oise AO MT TOSE ae sojasuy soy] I 
5 Z 
“ATUASVAU, “AUVLAMOAS “LNUCISANg o oe 
‘ONILAG, AO DOVIG g 
‘SUHOMAO 


“VINAOMITVO HO GONAS NVAHHLINT TVOITAONVA 


SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1903-1904. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE, 785 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 995 Locust Street, Riverside, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
P.S, LEISENRING, M. D., Rooms ro-12, Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1903-1904. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE., Rey. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. 


Rey. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE. Rev. J. E. HOICK. 
G. G. BURNETT. 


MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 


Rev. H. J. WEAVER. Rey. WILLIAM KELLY. 
H. A. GETZ. 
EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
Rey. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rey. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. 


Rev. A. JATHO. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Rey. WILLIAM KELLY. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 
CHARLES COLEMORE. 


PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
J. W. FRICKE, 526 Market Street, San Francisco, Cal. J.C. WALLING. 
HANS SCHULZ. 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
Rev. W. E. CROUSER. Rev. A. C. DELBO. 
FREDERICK MECKFESSEL. 


DEACONESS WORK. 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. Rey. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rey. H. J. WEAVER. 
Mrs. GEORGE KING (from W. H. and F. M.S.). 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


NORTH BEACH MISSION, SAN FRANCISCO. 


Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE, 

Rev. WILLIAM KELLY. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 
PACIFIC COAST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Rev. WILLIAM KELLY. Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. 

Rey. C. F. O0EHLER. Rev. H. J. WEAVER. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—Riverside, Cal. 
Time—April 20, 1904. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


Wednesday Evening. 


SYNODICAL SERMON (BY THE PRESIDENT ). 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


Thursday Evening. 


MARTIN LUTHER, THE HERO OF PROTESTANTISM. 


Principal, Alternate. 
Rev. W. E. CROUSER. Rey. WILLIAM KELLY. 


Friday Afternoon. 


DOCTRINAL—ARTICLE VI., AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 
Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. Rey. F. C. VIERKE. 


PRACTICAL—CHURCH BENEVOLENCE. 


Rev. H. J. WEAVER. Rev. C.. F. OEHLER. 


Friday Evening. 


GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, THE SAVIOR OF PROTESTANTISM. 


Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


BNO} OF CALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., APRIL 29 To MAY 1, 1903. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 1903, 8 P. M. 

The Thirteenth Annual Convention of California Synod 
assembled in the First English Lutheran Church of Sacramento, 
Cal., Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., pastor. 

The liturgical service was in charge of the pastor /ocz, assisted 
by the President and Secretary of Synod. The Synodical 
sermon was delivered by the President, Rev. Hermann Gehrcke, 
from John xxi. 15-17, upon the theme, ‘‘The Examination 
Question, ‘ Lovest Thou Me?’ ”’ 

Synodical Communion followed. 


a 
FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1903, 9 A. M. 
_ Synod was regularly opened with devotional service by the 
President. 
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After the reception of lay delegates, the following composed 
the 


~ 
Synodical Roll. 

as 

4 

z 
RB a CLERICAL. RESIDENCE. Lay. 
a Ai 
a 
a 
Z, 
oa 
1836|S.Sprecher, D. D., LL. D.a.e.|San Diego........ |No charge. 
1876|William Kelly............ (@alkland st). acess Charles Colemore, a. e. 
LOT gos LOSGL, (arcs ies Washington, D. C..|No charge. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D.,| 

DD) retin este eactapietais Sacramento....... Frank Meckfessel. 
(881\J. Schmierer, geey..... 0.) |Monrovia ........ No charge. 
1885'L. C. Routzahn, a. e...... Arroyo Grande. ...|No charge. 
DSS TVA AthOsngecmiet ae meee ye ieee \Oakdan dior ct. costes No delegate. 
1888|Charles F. Oehler......... |Sacramento....... Frederick Meckfessel. 
1889] William Brandes..........|Alameda......... William Bettin, a. e. 
1889|E. Nelander, Ph. D....... \San Francisco..... J. W. Fricke. 
1891|Prof. V. G. A. Tressler, Ph. | 
DN) Zi scnns ec sis» Hoere| EhUtchinson,, Minn.|No charge: 

1892|Hermann Gehrcke........ ‘San Francisco. .... ‘Hans Schulz. 
TSOAIER. fk Weavers cs. 02 «sere ‘Los Amigelesmme a William Bosbyshell. 
TOOAI emis Ol Ces ser eee einer joan Diego:: ..... .| H. C. Hensley, a. e. 
1896|G. H. Hillerman......... | Riversidessc, we... \J. B. Conrad, a. e. 
1896|F. C. Vierke, a. ¢......... Redlandsys,.0- 255 \A. Cornelius, a. e. 
1898/W. E. Crouser*.......... |SantJosés., Shite = No delegate. 
T3OS/Aru Cosel bon eee rete sree ‘Santa Barbara..... ‘No delegate. 


a. e. Absent and excused. 
* Received from New York and New Jersey Synod. 
+ Received from Moravian Church. 


President’s Report. 


Beloved Brethren; The record of another Synodical year comes to a close, 
and, under the kind providence of God, we are permitted to come together 
once again in our Synodical Convention. 

By the guiding hand of our heavenly Father we have been led safely 
through all the experiences of the past year, and are now come to the thir- 
teenth milestone of our Synodical pilgrimage. 

After another year of service for our loving Master, we have come to tell 
‘Him what—as the ministers of Christ and the stewards of the mysteries of 
‘God—we have done. 

As we are now permitted to greet each other face to face in this Annual 
Convention of our Synod, may the report of our stewardship be such as will 
meet the approval of Him in whose presence we now are. 
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Brethren, the past year has not been without its toils and trials and discour- 
agements, nor has it been without its joys and victories, and our hearts go out 
in thanksgiving to the Father, who daily loadeth us with benefits. 

In the year 1893 we were assembled in this church, which has since been 
handsomely completed, and now, after a period of ten years, we return to re- 
view our work ; and since that time seven new missions have been founded, 
three of them in the past Synodical year. New, handsome, and well-ap- 
pointed churches are built and solemnly dedicated to the worship of God; 
others have been re-modeled and improved, many missions having assumed the 
burden of self-support, many congregations having redeemed their mortgages. 
Indeed, the work has never been stronger, nor the outlook for our beloved 
California Synod more encouraging. 

In view of all the work which has been accomplished, we have reason to say : 

“«Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name. 

‘¢ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.’’ 

It is my pleasure, as well as my duty, now to submit to you, according to 
the annual custom, a summary of all my official acts during the Synodical year. 


DISMISSALS. 


September Ist, 1902, Rev. W. E. Fry informed me that he had accepted a 
call to the Presbyterian Church of Las Cruces, N. M. He requested a letter 
of dismission to the Rio Grande Presbytery of the Synod of Arizona and New 
Mexico, which was granted him. 

In a letter, dated February 24th, 1903, Rev. Arthur Bredenbek requested 
that a letter of dismission be granted him to the East Pennsylvania Synod. 
The request has been granted. 

ADMISSIONS, 

May 25th, 1902, Rev. A. C. Delbo, of the Moravian Church of Banning, 
Cal., sent me an application, desiring to take up the work of the ministry in 
the California Synod. His application and papers were referred to the Ex- 
amining Committee. 

September 16th, 1902, I received a letter from Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., 
Chairman of the Examining Committee, saying that Rev. A. C. Delbo has 
given satisfaction, and that he has been recommended to the Woman’s Board 
for the mission in Santa Barbara. His name was enrolled as a member of our 
Synod. 

On December 11th, 1902, Rev. Charles F. Oehler sent me a letter of dis- 
missal of Rev. W. E. Crouser from the Synod of New York and New Jersey, 
and his name was enrolled as a member of this Synod. 


NEW MISSIONS. 


May 23d, 1902, by the authority of the Local Home Mission Committee, 
Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D.,was elected to canvass Santa Barbara. The outlook 


8 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


was favorable, and I immediately recommended the field to the General Home 
Mission Board and to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Board. 
Under the date of November 1oth, 1902, Mrs. Kate B. Shaffer, Secretary of 
the Woman’s Executive Committee, informed me that the Board has decided 
to assume Santa Barbara as a Woman’s Mission, with an appropriation of 
$600.00 per year, and Rev. A. C. Delbo was chosen as pastor. 

In September, 1902, I was in communication with Rev. G. R. Pund, of 
Reno, Nev., concerning a mission in that territory, but the outlook was not 
favorable. 

January 5th, 1903, Rev. G. H. Hillerman informed me that Dr. Yarger 
wished a canvass to be made at Chino, a sugar factory town, where there are 
twenty-five or thirty German families. Brother F. C. Vierke was authorized 
to canvass the field, but found no opening for a church. 

About the end of November, 1902, a German Mission was started by me in 
the northern part of San Francisco. I preached there three’months every 
Sunday afternoon. I found the field very promising, and, therefore, I recom- 
mended it to the Board of Home Missions and to the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society for assistance of $30.00 per month. Rev. Adolph 
Jatho has been chosen as pastor by that congregation. 

March 17th, 1903, I received a letter from Rev. H. J. Weaver calling my 
attention to the fact: that Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, of Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary, had, on his own account, made a canvass of Pasadena, Cal., with 
good result. I communicated with him, and he informed me that he is willing 
to transfer his membership to our California Synod and to inaugurate an 
English Lutheran Church of California Synod, if the Home Mission Board 
will commission him as missionary, with an appropriation of $35.00 per 
month. I submitted this request to the General Board. 

April 13th, 1903, Mrs. K. B. Shaffer informed me that my requests con- 
cerning the missions at San Francisco and at Pasadena were presented to the 
Executive Committee, and that they will undertake the support of the work at 
both missions. Mrs. K. B. Shaffer likewise wrote me that an appeal will also 
be made for $2,000.00 for church buildings at Redlands. 

April 16th, 1903, Dr. Hartman, General Secretary, informed me that the 
Board had granted its approval for the two missions, North San Francisco and 
Pasadena. 

I regret very much to say that, in spite of all my efforts, the canvass of 
Fresno was not taken up. Rev. William Kelly, who in December was au- 
thorized to canvass the field, was prevented by sickness. 


INSTALLATION. 


On the 19th of February Rev. William Kelly installed Rev. Crouser as 
pastor of the Grace Lutheran Church at San José, delivering the charge to 
the congregation and to the pastor. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Rev. Samuel Bacon Barnitz, D. D., for twenty-one years the Western Sec- 
retary of the Board of Home Missions, entered into rest on June 12th, 1902, 
at eight o’clock in the morning, four weeks from the time of his return from 
our convention. I sent a communication to each pastor of our Synod to observe 
a memorial service. I also deemed it fit to send a letter of condolence to Mrs. 
Barnitz, with the signature of each pastor of our Synod. 

January 19th, 1903, an application for a loan, made by Rev. A. C. Delbo, 
from the Synodical Mission Fund, for the sum of $25.00, was granted. 

In December, 1902, Brother Hillerman and myself wrote letters to the pas- 
tors of our Synod for material assistance for the church at San José. 

Dear brethren, in bringing my report to a close, permit me to thank you 
for the confidence placed in me by you during the administration of the office. 
May the Holy Spirit guide the deliberations of this convention to the glory of 
God and the advancement of His kingdom on earth. 


Respectfully submitted, ‘HERMANN GEHRCKE. 


On motion, the President’s Report was referred to the proper 
committee. 


Owing to the unavoidable absence of the Treasurer, his 
report was read by his pastor, Rev. J. E. Hoick. (See Appen- 
dix B.) 

On motion, the report was received and referred to the 
Auditing Committee. 

Application for membership to California Synod was made in 
behalf of the new congregation at Santa Barbara by Rev. A. C. 
Delbo, pastor, and, on motion of Rev. William Kelly, was 
referred to a special committee. 


The Rev. Samuel Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., extended his 
greetings to the Synod through his pastor, Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

On motion of Rev. William Kelly, it was 

Resolved, That we have received with pleasure the greetings of Rev. S. 


Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., and extend to him our best wishes for the continu- 
ance of his health and strength, with the divine blessing. 


On motion, a recess of fifteen minutes was taken to allow the 
President time to appoint his committees. 
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Upon reconvening the President announced the following 


committees : a 
List of Committees. 


1. President's Report—Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., and C. F. 
Oehler. 


-2. Letters and Papers—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and 
Mr. Frederick Meckfessel. 


3. Apportionment—Rev. A. C. Delbo and Mr. Hans Schulz. 
4. Absentees and Excuses—Revs. A. Jatho and J. E. Hoick. 
5. Auditing—Messrs. J. W. Fricke and William Bosbyshell. 


6. Resolutions and Temperance—Revs. William Kelly and 
William Brandes. 


7. Religious Services—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and 
Cate eOechlor 


8. Excess and Deficit—Rev. W. E. Crouser and Mr. Frank 
Meckfessel. 


9. Sunday Schools and Voung People’s Societies—Rev. J. E. 
Hoick and E. Nelander, Ph. D. 


10. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. H. J. Weaver and Mr. J. 
W. Fricke. 


11. Constitution and Application of Santa Barbara Church— 
Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and H. J. Weaver. 


Reporters for Church Papers. 
Zion s Bote—Rev. A. Jatho. 


Observer—Rev. William Kelly. 
World—Rev. H. J. Weaver. 
Lvangelist—Rev. W. E. Crouser. 
Local Papers—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 


Report of Committee on the State of the Church. 


Your Committee on the State of the Church, from the reports received, notes 
that the interest and activity of the different congregations are very devoted and 
encouraging, and that too much praise cannot be given for their Christian 
endeavor to promote the cause of Christ in their respective churches. It is 


s 
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with pleasure we note the marked advance along every branch of church 
work. The number of church organizations has increased. The membership 
of the churches has likewise increased. A larger attendance of teachers and 
scholars in the Sunday schools is noted. : 
Praise and glory to Him who says ‘¢ I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.’? Amen. 
Respectfully submitted, W. BRANDES, 
WILLIAM E. CROUSER. 
Report adopted. 


The Parochial Reports of the various churches were then read 
by the pastors. 

On motion of Rey. William Kelly, the following committee 
was appointed to confer with the pastor and newly organized 
congregation of North Beach, San Francisco, and, upon the 
adoption of the Model Constitution of the General Synod by 
said congregation, to receive it as a part of the California 
synod: Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., H. Gehrcke, William 
Kelly, and William Brandes. 

The hours of business sessions of Synod were fixed as folllows : 
9 A. M. to 12 M. and from 2 P. M. to 5 p. M.; and the evening 
sessions to begin at 7.45 o’clock. 


Report of Committee on Examination for the Ministry. 

Your committee would report that Rev. A. C. Delbo appeared before them 
and requested admission to our Synod. He was ordained to the ministry by 
the Moravian Church, after being duly educated, and an examination showed 
him to be in heart and mind ripe for admission to the Lutheran ministry. 

We recommend that his name be placed on our Synodical roll after his 
appointment to a work within the bounds of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
E. NELANDER, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Synod. 
Your committee reports that there is nothing in the printed Minutes requir- 
ing attention of Synod, and that in the protocol of Synod the minutes are 


neatly and accurately recorded. 
Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
ADOLPH JATHO. 


Report adopted. 
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On motion, Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., was given permission 
to change the subject for his address at the evening session. 

On motion of Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., an adjournment 
was taken until 3 P. M., to allow the committees time to prepare 
their reports. 

Adjourned, with prayer by Dr. Hoskinson. 


SECOND SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1903, 3 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. H. J. Weaver. 


After the calling of the roll, the minutes of the preceding 
sessions were read and adopted. 


On motion of Dr. Hoskinson, the Rev. Ingert, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, was received as an advisory 
member. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Education. 

While three young men of our Synod, Mr. Ralph O. Reiner, Mr. B. Arfs- 
ten, Jr., and Henry F. Wilke, are pursuing studies with the Lutheran ministry 
in view, there are at present no beneficiaries, and the funds for ministerial 
education were at the last Synodical meeting transferred to Home Mission 
Fund. Your committee, realizing the importance of encouraging young men 
to prepare for the ministry, beg leave to submit for your consideration the fol- 
lowing recommendations : 

1. That each pastor preach, as heretofore, during the Synodical year at least 
one sermon on the call to the ministry. 

2. That every encouragement be given to all efforts looking toward the 
establishment of a Lutheran theological seminary on this coast, and that an 
Agitating Committee be appointed to awaken interest on this coast and to take 
such steps as they may deem advisable to advance this project. 

3. That $7.50 be set aside for the purchase of 100 copies of Dr. David H. 
Bauslin’s book, ‘‘Is the Ministry an Attractive Vocation? ’’ said books to be 
distributed by the pastors among the young men of the several congregations. 


Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
C. F. OEHLER, 


JOHN C. WALLING. 
Considered seréatim. 


ieee 


——— 
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Item 1. Adopted. 

Item 2. Amended and adopted. 
Item 3. Adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


Your committee finds the President’s Report a carefully written document, 
which testifies to that official’s careful oversight of the work entrusted to his 
care. 

An encouraging feature of the report is that during the Synodical year three 
new missions have been started within our bounds, which the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society is willing to support. 

We recommend that the canvass of Fresno, which could not be effected in 
the past year, be not lost sight of. 

We find no other items for special consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Wedekind Library. 
Your Committee on the Purchase of the Luther Works would recommend 
that, as the offer of Synod has not been accepted, the matter be dropped. 


Respectfully submitted, J.-E HLOLCK, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 
Two letters have been handed to your committee, one from Brother Tress- 
ler and the other from Rev. Routzahn, and we request that these be read 


to Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
; FREDERICK MECKFESSEL. 


Report adopted. 

The letters of greeting from Revs. Dr. Tressler and Routzahn 
were then read by Dr. Hoskinson. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to reply to these 
letters, extending the greeting of Synod to these brethren. 

The Report of the Apportionment Committee was read and 


adopted. (See Appendix A.) 
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Report of Committee on Santa Barbara Church. 

Your Committee on the Application of Grace Lutheran Church of Santa 
Barbara, Cal., having ascertained that the Constitution of said church, organ- 
ized on Easter Sunday, April 12th, 1903, is in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion of the General Synod, do hereby recommend the admission of the said 
church into the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 
Report adopted. 


Pending the adoption of the above report, the pastor of the 
Santa Barbara Church, Rev. A. C. Delbo, gave a full verbal re- 
port of the encouragements and discouragements of his work. 

Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., was called to the chair. 

On motion of Rev. Gehrcke, the sum of $25.00 loaned to 
Rev. Delbo was granted to him as a gift. 

The following resolutions, presented by Rev. Oehler, were 
adopted seriatim and as a whole: 


Resolutions Offered by Rev. C. F. Oehler. 


In order to aid our Santa Barbara mission, be it 

1. Resolved, That, if possible, a young devoted lady, Miss Sorensen, be 
employed for a month or two at a reasonable salary to do missionary work in 
Santa Barbara in connection with Brother Delbo. 

2. Resolved, That from time to time a pastor of one of our other Synodical 
churches go to Santa Barbara to preach and to encourage the people, and that 
their expenses be paid from the Synodical Home Mission Fund. 

3. Resolved, That the Home Mission Committee be instructed to see that 
these resolutions be carried out. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. William Kelly, 


SECOND EVENING SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 8 0’CLOCK. 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., addressed Synod on Cali- 
fornia Home Missions, and Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., on 
the Modern Crusade of Young People. 


The speakers of the evening were assisted in the liturgical 
service by Rev. W. E. Crouser. 
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THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, May I, 1903, 9 A. M. 


Synod opened with prayer by Rey. J. E. Hoick. 

After calling of roll, the minutes of the preceding sessions 
were read, and after correction were approved. 

On motion of Dr. Hoskinson, the amount of $10.00 received 
from Rev. Routzahn was credited to Synodical Home Missions. 

Moved by Rev. William Kelly that the deficit to the Gen- 
eral Synod Treasury be remitted from the Synodical Fund. 

Amended by Rev. Oehler that this amount be paid, with the 
understanding that the churches in arrears shall remit the 
amount to the Synodical Treasurer. 

Motion and amendment adopted. 


Report of Committee on Parochial Reports. 
Your Committee on Parochial Reports, having finished their work, submit 
their report as follows. (See Appendix D.) 
Respectfully submitted, — J. W. FRICKE, 
H. GOETJEN, 
A, E. FOX. 
Report adopted, with thanks of Synod to the committee for 
their laborious, painstaking, and exact work. 


Southern California Conference. 


Rev. J. E. Hoick, Secretary of Southern California Confer- 
ence, reported that an organization was effected Friday morn- 
ing, May 1st, embracing all the pastorates in Southern Cali- 
fornia, with the following officers: President, Rev. George H. 
Hillerman ; Secretary, Rev. J. E. Hoick ; Zvreasurer, Rev. A. C. 
Delbo. The second convention will be held in Redlands in 
September, 1903. 

On motion of Rev. Oehler, record of this organization was 
ordered spread on the minutes of Synod. 
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Report of Committee on Religious Services. 
Your committee would report the following assignments for Sunday services : 
> 


ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


Morning—Rev. J. E. Hoick and Dr. E. Nelander. 
Evening—Rey. H. J. Weaver and Rev. W. E. Crouser. 


GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


Morning—Rev. William Brandes. 
Evening—Rev. J. E. Hoick. 


SIXTH STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
Evening—Rev. George H. Hillerman. 


The Scandinavian service at the English Lutheran Church at 3 o’clock, con- 
ducted by Dr. E. Nelander, of San Francisco. 


VeiMuC.o A, 
Rey. George H. Hillerman. 
HOSKINSON, * 


Respectfully submitted, Wet: 
C.F: OEHLER: 


Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


The California Synod is to be congratulated on the recent development of 
Home Mission work on its territory. In the past Synodical year three new 
missions have been organized on the coast, one each at Santa Barbara, Pasa- 
dena, and North Beach, San Francisco. At each of these points work has 
begun, congregations have been gathered, financial aid has been promised, 
pastors have been called and are on the field, and the signs are encouraging. 
The older Synodical Missions show commendable progress. Alameda is doing 
as well as can be expected in that difficult field. The pastor has recently 
organized a Society of Christian Endeavor, and introduced occasional English 
preaching. These are steps in the right direction, and should strengthen the 
Alameda church. Oakland is more than holding its own, its membership has 
increased, repairs aggregating $250.00 have been made to property, a new 
organ has been purchased, and the congregation has assumed $200.00 more 
of the pastor’s support than in the preceding year. Riverside shows a steady 
and healthy growth. This mission is on a firmer financial basis than ever before ; 
the congregation is increasing in benevolence, having contributed $70.00 more 
in this direction than in the preceding year; a Home Department has been 
added to the Sunday school of this church, and the congregation has assumed 
$200.00 more of their pastor’s support. Redlands is growing in strength, a 
number of new members has been added to this mission, a Luther League 
and Ladies’ Aid Society have been organized, a lot purchased, and steps are 
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being taken to erect a church in the near future. The San Diego Mission has 
organized a Men’s Benevolent Association, and the work of this church is in a 
satisfactory condition. San José, a few months ago, passed through a crisis 
that threatened its existence; the period of danger has already passed, the 
people are united, harmonious, and enthusiastic, and under the wise and effi- 
cient leadership of the present energetic pastor the mission is steadly gaining 
ground. On the whole, the mission work of the California Synod was never 
in a more hopeful condition than at present, the work is growing, new terri- 
tory is being occupied, new doors are opening, new missions are being estab- 
lished. The divine blessing has followed the labors of His servants, and the 
time may not {be ,distant when in this State the Church of the Reformation, 
the mother-church of Protestanism, will take the position its history and 
achievements entitle it to occupy. 
Respectfully submitted, H. GEHRCKE, 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
W. KELLY. 
Report adopted. 


Rev. W. E. Crouser supplemented this report with a verbal 
statement of the work at San José, and made manifest to the 
Synod that the work to-day is in a most hopeful state. 


Verbal reports were given of the other missions of the Synod 
by the pastors of the same. 


Resolutions on Deaconess Work Submitted by Rev. C. F. Oehler. 
1. Resolved, That we deem it both necessary and wise to employ one or 
more deaconesses to aid our California churches in their mission work. 


2. Resolved, That a Standing Committee on Deaconesses be nominated to 
take definite steps to educate, or otherwise secure, devoted young women 
to serve our churches as deaconesses. 


3. Resolved, That the expenses connected with such work be paid from the 
treasury for Synodical Home Missions, and that our Synodical Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Societies be asked to aid in this most important cause. 


“Adopted in afternoon session. 
Pending a vote on the above resolutions, Synod adjourned in a 
body at 11.45 A. M., to extend greetings, through the President, 


to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society Con- 
vention of California. 


Closing prayer by Rev. H. J. Weaver. 
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FOURTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, May Fy 1.903,02) Pad, 

Synod opened with prayer by Dr. Nelander. 

After calling of roll, the election of officers was entered into. 

On motion of Rev. J. E. Hoick, the Secretary was instructed 
to cast the ballot for Rev. H. Gehrcke for President for the 
ensuing year. 

This was done, and Rev. H. Gehrcke was declared duly 
elected. 

On motion of Rev. William Kelly, the ballot was cast by Rev. 
J. E. Hoick for Rev. George H. Hillerman for Secretary of 
Synod for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Rev. C. F. Oehler, the Secretary was instructed 
to cast the ballot of Synod for P. S. Leisenring, M. D., for 
Treasurer of Synod, which was done. 

On motion of Rev. William Brandes, it was resolved to grant 
the Secretary $25.00 a year for his services. 

The resolution of Rev. C. F. Oehler concerning the employ- 
ment of a deaconess on the Pacific Coast was taken up, and 
after discussion was considered and adopted sevzatim and as a 
whole. 

Invitations for the next Convention of California Synod were 
received from Riverside and San José. 


On motion of Rev. William Kelly, the following action was 
taken : 


WHEREAS, This Synod has met at one time in the San José Church, and 
never yet in the Riverside Church ; be it 
Resolved, That Synod meet next year in Riverside ; and 


Resolved, That the thanks of Synod be tendered San José for their kind 
invitation. 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 
Your Committee on Systematic Beneficence notes with pleasure an increase, 


during the past year, of nearly $300.00 in the amount given by our churches 
for the regular objects of benevolence, and hereby recommend : 
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1. That the special days suggested by the various Boards be observed by all 
of our churches as far as possible. 
2. That each pastor preach at least one sermon during the year on system- 
atic and proportionate giving. 
Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 


J. W. FRICKE. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions and Temperance. 


1. Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be extended to the pastors and 
congregations of the English and German churches of Sacramento for their 
generous and bountiful hospitality, and to the choirs for their excellent music. 

2. Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod are hereby tendered to the 
Executive Committee of the Woman’s Missionary Society for their continued 
interest in the work in this State, especially for their recent action in engaging 
to support three new missions. 

3. Resolved, That we endorse the action of the Board of Home Missions in 
re-districting its territory and dividing the work among three Secretaries, 
believing that through this action more interest will be taken in the California 
work. 

4. Resolved, That. we appreciate the long and faithful labors of the Rev. S. 
B. Barnitz, D. D., late Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions ; 
that we miss his presence and wise counsel, and commend the widow and 
family circle of our departed brother to the loving care of God. 

5. Resolved, That we extend to the Rev. Luther P. Ludden the congratu- 
lations of this body on his appointment to the responsible position of Western 
Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, and assure him of a most cordial 
welcome from the Synod and churches of California. 

6. Resolved, That this Synod re-affirm its well-known position on the neces- 
sity of temperance legislation and temperance reform. 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM KELLY, 
WILLIAM BRANDES. 


Considered serzatim. 
Item 1. Adopted. 
Item 2. Adopted. 
Item 3. Adopted. 
Item 4. Adopted. 
Item 5. Adopted. 
Item 6. Adopted. 
Adopted as a whole. 
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On motion of Rev. C. F. Oehler, the janitor of the English 
Lutheran Church was granted $5.00 for his services during 
Synod. 2 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses recommend that the following 
brethren be excused: Revs. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., L. C. Routzahn, 
V. G. A. Tressler, Ph. D., F. C. Vierke, J. S. Moser, J. Schmierer, and 
Brothers J. B. Conrad, W. Betten, H. C. Hensley, A. Cornelius, and Charles 
Colmore. 

It is with the deepest regret that we have. to report so many brethren of 
this Synod absent at this meeting, and, while we fully appreciate the difficulty 
which some of us some time will have to attend the Synodical meeting, on the 
other hand, we cannot too strongly urge the pastors of our Synod to do their 
duty in always attending its annual meeting, and sending, if possible, a lay 
delegate. 

Respectfully submitted, AD AHO: 
Js EB cHOLCKS 

Report adopted. 


On motion of Dr. Nelander it was 


Resolved, That our delegation to the General Synod Convention be in- 
structed to urge upon our Boards the needs of our mission fields in California, 
requesting California supervision if possible ; and in any case that immediate 
steps be taken that our Lutheran Church may “‘ go up and possess the land”’ 
to which we are entitled by virtue of the rapidly increasing Lutheran immi- 
gration. 


Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit was read and 
adopted. (See Appendix C.) 


Report of Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies. 


The Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies would re- 
port that the work along these lines has progressed very satisfactorily during 
the past year. The total enrollment of our Sunday schools is 1,490, an in- 
crease of 61. The contributions have amounted to $1,970.91. 

The Young People’s Societies report a membership of 326, with total con- 
tributions of $363.62. 

A number of the Sunday schools have adopted Home Departments and 
others modern methods of work. 
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Realizing the wondrous opportunities which are open to the work of our 
Church in this State, and recognizing the resources of the Sunday schools and 
Young People’s Societies in our State, be it 


Resolved, That the Young People’s Societies of our Synod assume the half 
support of a new mission in the State; and we recommend that each of the 
members of the Young People’s Societies and Sunday schools be sppotboned 
twenty cents each for the support of the new mission. 


Respectfully submitted, Jeph HOCK, 
E. NELANDER. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


We, your Committee on Auditing the Treasurer’s Book of Accounts, find 
the same to be correct. 


Respectfully submitted, J. W. FRICKE, 
WILLIAM BOSBYSHELL. 
Report adopted. 


The special order for the afternoon was then taken up, Rev. 
C. F. Oehler reading a carefully prepared paper on the Fifth 
Article of the Augsburg Confession, and Rev. J. E. Hoick a 
practical and devotional paper on the Conduct of Public Worship. 


On motion of Dr. Hoskinson, the Secretary was instructed to 
have 500 copies of the Minutes printed. 


On motion of Rev. Oehler the Treasurer was instructed to 
pay the salary of the Secretary for the past year. 


The minutes were then read and approved. 


On motion of Rev. Oehler, the thanks of Synod were ex- 
tended to the Sacramento papers for their reports of the pro- 
ceedings of the convention. 


On motion of Rev. H. J. Weaver, Synod adjourned, to meet 
on the third Wednesday after Easter, 1904, in Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Riverside, Cal. 


The business sessions were then closed with the form pre- 
scribed by the General Synod. 


22 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


THIRD EVENING SESSION. 


The liturgical service was in charge of Rev. H. J. Weaver, 
the choir of the German Lutheran Church of Sacramento lead- 
ing the singing and providing the special music. 

Addresses were made by Rev. William Kelly on Christian 
Education, basing his remarks on 1 Kings x. 8, and by Rev. 
W. E. Crouser on Foreign Missions, from the text John x. fo. 

I certify the above to be a correct report of the Thirteenth 
Convention of California Synod. 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 


2g 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


AVEO Ser ‘OW TA." ¥ ‘penruqns Aqnpoedsay 
Tord 61gig¢iog 1S1¢]0g SL¢\z1 go1g¢\z1 g01¢ 26 IgI¢|oz fof¢ oz Co€gigh tzrdlez izigigh SpglorS1|* "ote **STe]OT, 
Of ole Wor 1 Ss LL LL CEM \Ocae Oz Zz Ro S) sige €€ II |" ‘oq ‘sey ‘ereqieg vues 
0g 9f1 jov 11 jo£ S |96 Z goL |gg Er jog ez jog zz |e61€ [zr 6 |eb € [hia |°-**-sasnory ‘aay ‘9sof ues 
OONOD OSC ama S cer aT cle Ten OOR Cum \OORS 1001-5, mmICON LZ» Uaioe, aaIG/, Sz |°oyyef ‘sayy ‘oostourag ues 
00 zor 0S g fe VY. |S005 G0 Sv lozior \oolst joom%i leg fz log 9 S$ z |Sg jaysryay “acy ‘oostouery ues 
og £€€ jog Lz jo6 £1 ov 61 jgh 61 |of CE jog SS Jog SS |bg LL lhe zz |b g glz jrepurpaN ‘acy ‘oostouery ueg 
oz Gor or 6 [55 4 {LE g [LE 9 |e6 01 Joz gt joz gr igh Sz jgze £ |€Lz |16 |----yDtOPT ‘aay ‘o8aig ues 
oF 062 oz bz o1 z1 \h6 or |h6 gt [to 6% ob gv job gb |gL Lo o£ 61 |oz ZL izbz “**raTYIOQ “Ady foyUSuIIOeS 
00 g9r joo tr joo 4 0g 6 jog 6 - jog 91 [00 gz joo ge joz 6€ oz 11 |oz F ‘obr |uosurysoxy ‘Ady ‘oy US TRIDVG 
oz lg jo9 S jogze |z6€ |z6€ |zLq oz ir joz ir |gg Sx lghb gg 1 gS |" ‘ueurre][tpy ‘ae ‘eprsr9any 
OgtOV Ov SOL ge z Wigt Zz. \igork jlog'o jogo 4iz6 6 lf 2 Izor |b “os QxJOIA *AdX ‘Spuelpay 
ov gvI. joz z1 jor g |¥S g |rS g vo v1 job ve job vz jor VE lol 6 OOS Neu haewas a: ATPM “AW ‘puepreo 
00 z1€ |00 gz joo £1 joz gr joz gt .joz 1€ Joo z§ Joo z$ og cL jog oz jog £4 ogz |*raavayy ‘aay ‘sojaSuy soy 
09 69¢ 0g S¢ 06 z¥ \90 b¥ (90 b¥ [96 OF [09 II¢ log II¢ |bz gig jbo vg |vL If \gS |°°*-sapueig ‘ay “epamery 
Oz'I OI’ So: Lo’ Lo ZI‘ oz’ Oz" Qe" go° fo: Re Ce ee ee wee ew nee ayey 
a ae a ee eee eee 
a ee i aoe br 8 R 5 cer ling Sal Arne ee 
n Q Ou o fo) 5 a o 0 o Qu 8 o 
: £6 ae 5 aR ° B 2 re) 2 @ 
5 = g n hy a igo) r= EN 2 mn we 
a a e Ss & cs = wn q 
q o oe) 5 o a B = ae 3 
° oe g = ie) S oe 5 io oh 
B > 5 8 2. 8 ip b 
o 0Q ou oo 3 a E 
B. 5 3 


"vo61-€06r oy yusuUOT}J0ddy uo 99z}1uIM0N Jo y1odey—"Y XIGNAddV 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


+ 
aN 


Sf ae SPINE OI DA oe ee ES ee ee LL ae ee 
cr vExrg aaa Ns Seetsiremtar winealetiseoce ASANS EON yeorpouds IO} Paatsoay Sr verg 


gf ov Se sicicies ciclo eieielsicle sis)e/e sieisisieisisieitsinie A INSBoTy, [YoIpOUAG Ul. purg UO 
60 33h RE OED AO ale age hte to EO rae EO a hel 


gr ft ee) “0490 ‘agueyoxo “sosuodxa s emseary, 
g& eg *‘*a8ejsod pue saynuryy sunutd I0y *A2190 uoneoyqnd wersyINy oy, 


Gor CC eeeeee jomsvar] 10j 193pe'T 
oo ¢ sea Si Zsa) 10s BkeIe SSeS See iS) Se Uaiean se Ase: hal esheets Nei sieie’e BD OUEEL YT “u07xKeS 
00 Zz Brel clgheraiesai¥ieiaisie dis ateseleleisinieisssscrercleseieia shale sleivleanfes a Sp COd. “UPULAOT LET ko yy: 
oo orf ee +++ KreqaI0EG ‘ueULel TFT “AQ 
ss tozg $S gog Ce ee ed ete DENTE IQE ort Cen ee PICOSTIOC I CCU tener Ting & 
gS gh joo zS = |SE_-¥S |60 og $S of of ggz [Sh ELE |60 gg log rh [-vteo steerer eee et sees paqqruad qunouly 
rr ExL1¢)¢S ozrg |SE PS¢|60 ogg +S lg o£ ggzg |Sb ELEY [Sh PEIF log THPl- sc cc crore ett tte paAToDeT JUNOT 
oo L aS Se oS oo € oO I oS Ge SAS ise leihale e CSI ep es oeSe ce seks * AOTOTOI OR "AI 
rl LE ee er wet 00 9 00 6 00 + oo £ . - ‘t+** 950f ues 
oS oF joS S Dee Sa Ne 00 6 oF Sx jor F Sg I **(aeuliey) oosloueIy ues 
SZ Lo€ jor Sz SS cx |LS Lr LS Lr oz oS ge of go oz Soe ** (qsysuq) oostouerg ues 
Sg rrr jor 6 ss vb |26 9 LE g oz gx «|gh Sz lez L €Lz aay e er te OA ORUES 
LE gt€ j6r Le So 2x |Lg ox Lg oz oz EL «|gt lo jgz 6x =jEe Z |- ‘+++ (ueulIed) oJUeuTeIDeS 
go 06 oo ¢ a ere ea ste S9 gr iz 6€ oo § oz + . “7 (qsy sug) oyeUIeINVS 
L60L  |Sh S Glze |Sg€ og € Ge €x SLLr |z6% Soo ‘ **** “QpISIOATY 
00 9€ joo £ oS r jor z or z 00 9 ob g ov z 06 ; : “****spue[pey 
gg ZEx job rr joL S |Q6 4 g6 2 og zz «joo EE jer 6 SY Ei ale s “""" pUepyeO 
Sz 61€ |o€ Sz joo Ex joo gr OO gr 00 09 )«=6jo$ OL )=joS oz )~— fog SiR) O18 (ea anes Pelee mane n/a ieee” ae oe eS OTS SLU SOL]: 
oL Lt os e¢ [ove) og 00 eg oS og oo of S6 Sig cs + oL 1g ee ary see sot -epaurely 
Lo zgig¢ wee eel we ee wee wae tetas eee r ec eleceeccs sink aeg i i a ee eer ary wee eens soureg Of, 
n n 
Bl ed, TRE ee ae ec a Be 
8 ° B 5 a Ee 5 3 2 5 ® 
- Ta | Po | BS g Be Ba Sones Sq’ So a. a 
gs aa | 8B a oo no pee a3 a ao Ss 
a= | BA | ag ‘a Bar q 8 = % S Gp “SNOILVDAYDNOD) 
> ‘ 5. 2. a B 3 B 
Pele Bite Sek dee: (ee al eee, e 
2 ? : s 
2. 
B 


"E061 ‘Se pusdp 03 ‘20br ‘LZ padp worl ‘wiusofyny fo poulks uvsaynT] ooyasuvag yj yunorw ut ‘Aarnsvar “ONYANASIV] “S “q 
*yrodey s,JoInseolT—’g XIGNYddV 


WwW 
NQ 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


“TASSHUAMOAW ANVUA ‘MASNOUO “A WVITTIM ‘paiurgns Ayjnjjoedsay 


Lr Egr¢ ee a) £9 £oS1¢ \|9& gig ed Ss ozig¢ ce srg te eelor sg \r9 Lig SOOO 6L¢ ay er TeIO a 
oz 96 Bam 0g OT i of S$ Ce ee ed ay l er eee ewes Te rsisS50( MES 
oS 61 . oS gh ee eae . oS ¢ cL S ee etl ee ee ae re Sg € ** (aeuris9) ooslouRi yy ues 
eee . **lozg roe eee ee "lor cz ee eer ary cs ZI oe ele ween LS ex “(qsisuq ) OosIoueI yy ues 
fora 601 tee ‘lor 6 eee eeele os + wees LE g | tee sts" s-OSa1q ues 
LE gié aan 61 Lz EN ADH *|G0 ex isis Le OF “+ (aeuriead)) oyUSWTeIIeS 
go 06 oOo 6 “100 ¢ se eee eet eae er ee ed eae (ystpsuq ) oyUSTIeIIeS 
L6 of Bisgets Sh Ss *|Go SL za Lo Sg € Seis catia tse \S = SOPISTOATSE 
. 00 gf . oe oo € . COT Fol 5 ca PReeieela ee son Zz . ce eiaarues eS DUG] DOM. 
8g L€xr . “. ob Il eee ee Dio AC key Aas) ee eee eleae "196 Z Say dee one Se Ue EC) 
Sz Pr€ e209 of Sz sssss*l0$ ofjoo Ex ||-+*+* |oS og|oo gr Teter se coss* Sopsuy SOT 
oL Lrg lor z$ oS eg Sg of pelosi lOO: og 66 of +99 9- 100 e¢ Soares oi ce alse epaure 
z Ce oe ee eee gt 
*[eIOJ, puery *SUOISSIJ, SWOFT [VoIpoukG *pesy ay) 1oy awo}Fy|| *prvog ssouoovaqy 
Lo berg oS 3t¢ we ee of beg eee eee oS s¢ of Egzg LY org ee aes or olE$) 6S 6g ee eee €¢s torg¢ SeaetE a. EE cance ION 
9 (ora cx 9 6 gh + oe -|00 4 PII BO OREO AI 0) fh ues 
4 00 @ 6 Cx |[rrrree]ee elope “*(ueurtex)) oostouvrg ues 
os oL |" 22180 0% “(qsysuq) oostouery ues 
gr cz sae gz v4 Be eee ere Osa iy ues 
gh Lo wee oe OL *(ueuries)) oyueuTEIDeS 
gr 6€ Sete S TOONS: “** (qsysuq ) oyuaureiseg 
It Ls . fore) z6 Pv a ee ad ** *QpISTOATQy 
fore) € 9 8 sees SO Foy “4 Zz tt ee wwe . “spuvlpoy 
saieienole) etnias Gg) £0 ZS ee teeeesleceeeley 6 eieya mary tess puRpEG 
eee eeee oS of|oS of oS ol eee “loS of oS Of sees "7" **sajasuy soy 
VE HG |+-**"10S ag 00 of job S$ |------|00 of Sig |\10 of [+++ "|SS bg Pog isc cee apa nrey ey 
e|el 2 SAO Ee oe ae 
P| eg] & eB) ele | BP ele | 
Be: se = wn “ie 
‘uolyeonpgy jo preog || ‘uorsuexy yomnyo “SUOISSIT, USI910,7 “SUOISSI] PWOFY ||*Arnsvary TeoipouAs|| *pouss jerouas 


‘WOpeq pur SSOOXG WO 99}}1MMI0D Jo yIodey¥—D XIGNYddV 


— 


‘00 o0geg 


ft 180. oaEeses 


00 OFL8Z 
00 0088z$, 


00 00808T 
00 00g06T$ 


oT 


rennet oOo oOoMnr~ CO DD 


00 0¢0s 


sesssss2lg Ogg 


00 0048 
00 00&2 
00 00T 
00 0002 


100 000T 
00 OS0L 


00 000¢¢ 
00 000ST 
00 00002 
00 0008T 
eReAdon --l00 onze 
00 00ST 


~ 0) © 


(00 000zz 
00 0098 (00 00008 
00 000T% |00 009z% 


1D 
ben! 


A AS ANN 


= 
mo 


mn 
m 


aoe eden UvioyjynyT soVs1y) 


“WOISSIT, YORI ALON” 


UBIOYINT [VOl[osuvA 


UvULIOD §,MoqNVI 4S 


POG UBIOgIWT [BOT 


~[esavag YSI[Suq ISI 


pipers UVIOYINT] ISL] 
Oc UvLOyINT WeULIe+) 
URLayNT YStsug ysat yy 
uB1oyyM’y ‘Uva AYTUTL | ° 
“URIOUINT] "UBAT ISI] 


mone cee uBeyyN'y [vor 


-[OSURATT YST[SUN ISITT 


UBIOYIVT YSIPSUy ISA |” 


“UBLeqyWyT [Boras 


“UA UWeRULIEX) 4ySTIyO 


Pe SS CORA CA OCi6l9 ‘oqred 
‘oO anyjty “aoy ‘erequeg vey 
satetupsrolalsiseets “79g MO YITON 
gag ‘TOSNOIN “HM “ACY ‘esor ues 
wee eee puepyZO “ag aullapy 
Zeel ‘oujer “y “AGYy ‘oostoueLy ueg 
\ “OAV O}Bd) UEploH gsy ‘exorgey 
uuvuney “Ady ‘ooslouRIg ueg 
7 ae IS AtvoH lel “d “Ud 
LopUBIAN “WY “Ady ‘oostouvaq weg 
hanic capa Scmaeencon Dacpte “49 DATUL 
90FL IO “a “f “AY ‘oserq ues 
Saciaeta cies srsieie siete “48 LOZ 
‘19[YOO “A SOTLVYO “AY ‘oy meureI0RS 
Saeco 4S W}U00INSIN SIFT “Ca 
“dosuryso H "SM ‘ACY ‘oy UO THB.IOBS 
Sac ieaerchce 4g ysnd07T G6g ‘WETE 
“OH “H 98100 “AIT 


j ky i a a api 
89g ‘ATOM WHITE “489 puepyeo 
“4S UIUSIT ISOM LOOT ‘10AvO AA 
‘ff JaoqieH “AOY ‘sofesmuy sc’T 
i. ee ey aAV peorpey Ee) 
‘sopurig UeI[[IA\ “Aoy ‘epemely 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


‘ON XOpUl 


“drysroq me Jay 
Phe) arqunerass cog) 
“WOT}V.LOWSOY 
“OPCOY TILL) 


pemiguooug yng peziydeg 
“drys10q una JW 


“drysieq Woy [v10], 


Bo] : 
@2 Q Qa 
5 ic) aS 
eT lon [=] 5 
8 ts 3 a8 
a a So 
sara 5 re 
3 g Wy 

5 a as 
be of 
& i, FS 
a 
n go 
> ° 
< s* 

~ 

2 

=n 

“SHONVNI 


} 


“sasso'T Ieq1O 
“a BOYTYALEL) 
“yyVed 
“SMOUENYIE}BO 
‘STOTIEIS 
*soqornyO 


“‘ssuljooy I9hvig 


“AIISTUT OY} LOF syuepNnyg 


O9T |§@ |I8T |6eT 
OST FL |L0Z 
ot lt freee fee 
Ir € 
‘ lz 
GBS ly 
ce OF 19 
I I 9 
03 gg 
g § OT 
- “101 
“10T 
6 T or 
St 16 ai 
Wh 
e/e] el 
i] 2 
= lier=se| (b= 
g c + 
Bl oly 
Soils as 
Bll tea est 
Se mcgieal ete 
‘NOISSSHOOV 


“MOTOG oSvd U0 “ON Surpuods 


-21100 Y}IA Our] 99g 


“IVIHOOUVd 


‘dO SANVN 


‘SNOILVOAYDNOD 


SUSSHUGaY AGNV SHNVN ,SXOLSVg 


1 


26 


‘VINAOMITVD JO GONAS FHL 40 LAOATaA TVIHQOAVd—d XICNAddV 


a ‘XO “GV ‘NO PLALOD “H ‘AMOI “ML ‘poyrmmqns ATMF0edsoyy 


70 ¥oe$ |] 89 GB 86 GIB SL 118 [00 08 eg ADT aOuaN Te Seaae SCORE MESSeiTa Gos T") 8g OTB ea 
#9 OSLz$ | iii shen (SORLAGIOS “POS cae talline aa pte ae “"""""199 $$ |" """""|9 L2$ |8T sgthicg gatiz¢ 0% |.08 ez$ 49 Soc eae eee LE 982$)T9 
; 5 | | [rasa 
8 TISES 26 L88S |FL FZB |G8 9E |6E SE [GE ZTE |L0 96 |S 6FO 100 ZH TO 9ZL\09 9LZ/F6 GG |OP S66 |86 SL |F0 IF |\SF Sz 02 €6G |SZE |)9Z 99E ‘9¢ E88 6GFT. 
GO G609Z F6 6916 |0L OLE OT FE |6E GL |OL GF \60 92 \EL LE9 |--**° L9 FET\OS $9Z/0E 8% |09 LAF |S TOT|T9 IF |/e4 GOTz8 6cz |9zE |186 OGE 66 6L9T O6FT) 
0¢ ee satanic | epezinteal| See ole | este liate doo ol apo aea| eee an |peeaael Goaeee lacocet Sateeea enamel rie 2 cinvai| Biclags || Sommeioel ate EAN ml lo eT Re Geena ee 
‘ST OOTT (00 €9 Pitas teretoat Gite et | OO m/e eae OOK SGamip men ana OORE TOO: GimtOO%9 006 j00F j00 gs 7 100°% 0G =||0S €@ |48 TOT 68 
00 98T tetcte we ees wee ew eee esses lo eeene Oe Oe oe es oe a i ia es ad Ce Oe ee ee ie se ewe EROSTES| NG) 
OL 469% |0¢ SST |00 ez Sete HESS. irae SS $8 88 E 100% 100 6 06:06 |0F F 89 T |\0¢ § joe st zr |/00 OF {Es Ost 68 
< GL IT9F |OL ES |06 GST SG ZT |LE LT |°""*""|L9 LE 09 TL |°***""|ZE 0g los OG |0% OG |seg6 |80 Oz eg Zz |l\00 VG |\SF ZI 6S = ||L9 ZF |98 006 01% 6 
z LT 800G |$6 SFI |Z OT CGY ILE 9 104 6. 1Z8:9 108. 1G \/2"*>* G6 OF |0G ST |0G SE |84 FE (84 |€4% ||00 9T \g¢ 9 0G |\08 Ze |L0 6 FOr 8 
© 89 GILE |9L 9EL |4 L0% [G0 ZT |48 OT |"°""*"|Z48 OT I€L OTS |°-"""* 100 0G |0% 8h 0% 4 |89 #6 |8z GI \ez 4 |\00 98 |FF 69 |Lo ||FL 8h Sh BFE leTz L 
Loe! 
a 9 S89T |99 68T |00 08 We ene HOSIOG mal arch 100' Gen (00! Ou (G9 Sk mitevese 100-6. 10S po ez 8 02 OL |0€ ||09 06 j0F 08 ‘ost 9 
b! €S 9CEL (8h F8I 1a LT GLG |98€ |00 98 [G8 § |1@ 98 |°°°"": 0f 9 |S0 Te |S6 SI 02 8E |26F |S9T [100% j06z% TS ||8E G8 |$9 89 |c6 S 
& | 
° 88 OZOL |00 96 es (OSIPCOR 2 mare OL iGtn peut linan 109) CanlOOno nc |00C9 OP TEV a OPaGaes OG men \\|'haes 8 8¢ Ze ~—s |0S: TS_ 108 7 
a T8 9ZFE 9 TIS |00 Sa OLS |864 |'"""""/86 4 |S9 8h |°°**""|89 SE |08 Zs |08 ZZ JOP FF IZLE 6 lhe |l00 OF 00 04 |e ||60 0G |00 0OT est £ 
s 61 98TG |9% 8EF |e op 00 €T |00 8E |00 S$ J00 8 |94 16 |"*"**"Jog og |g8 09 |00 09 J0¢ o£ Jos 02 |09 2 00 #$ |00 6 [0g |69 SF |88 6zF (OLT 4 
n | | 
gq 0Z F90TS |0Z 848 [00 6 00 2 joo ef J----** 09 2 |0 Les |*"--"\0g ZH 100 9% |00 98 [GF GI |GG FH IOL TH |\ooocc |e fee \00 STS |00 ces eL TIL 
q 
Fa i 
Q ye ty is} ie) lac} z ise] le} ry D 2 y tx tx rx oe) my 
Be eR Se) Bo) ae) meas) Beebe) at By Py Cge eee ei ere eee 
oO: 5 ®, & 5 2 5 Somes = 8 5 o. B } ® oe Be o | 2 |Ble 
2 4 ® iS} © 8 2.5 D au 3} oo ® a q om Ql eben w Pa | alba 
ee] 5 Ib B 5 QR. os a a = = g S oO © | 8) 2/8 
3 g B Sle Bot el)” pei co] NN Rede te Ice, Bo} Bl mele wy Bee Be. eee le oe elle 
= 8 ° “lal Bagi eat ag (in Bi sete Le 2 Pa | Ge ee bd eae cee B lols 
EB < oa ma lee) = = row a as i= Z. 8 B } (S) ae 3} Pay a |B 
: re) &. ® 3 iC} 5 rae res] S @ D S q } o & |e > Rl o 
o g b> =] 5 es a Q 8 EF o e g a B g BS 5 22. iE Mic} 
8 Bre Nee a a RG Fy Saag te Z & |) ¢ (SB 8 | se e iel 
8 a ie ae iad se : eine BS B |e. 
5 q Ps B — ® no @ |R 
I o 3 ia nates 8 
B 2 2. a 
= 
' 
. *suoingjiquo9 *suolqnqlquog 
Cer rere An oe awe a \ j bia Sam 


OFFICERS, 1903-1904. 


PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 1406 Third Street, San Diego, Cal. 
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HISTORIAN. 
Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 2116 Mason Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


TWELFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


‘Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1903, 2 P. M. 


According to appointment, the first session of the Twelfth 
Convention of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the California Synod opened at 2 p. m., April zoth, 
1903, in the parlors of the First English Lutheran Church, 
Sacramento, Cal., the President, Mrs. William Kelly, presiding. 


The devotional service was conducted by Mrs. Grunewald, of 
Sacramento. The hymns ‘‘ My faith looks up to Thee’’ and 
“Rock of Ages’’ were sung. Scripture was read and prayer 
offered by the leader. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


2.36 P.M 


Opened with the doxology. Mrs. Kelly read John xii. 1-8, 
and Mrs. Everding led in prayer. 

Credentials were received, and the following delegates and 
officers were enrolled : 

Oakiand—Mrs. William Kelly, Mrs. J. C. Walling, and Mrs. 
F. Mitchell (a. e.). 

San Francisco, English—Mrs. J. Everding, Mrs. E. Nelander, 
and Mrs. M. D. King. 

Christian Endeavor Society—Miss Gertrude Wilburn (a. @.). 

San Francisco, German—Mrs. George Folcke and Mrs. E. 
Olsen. 

Sacramento, English—Mrs. George Gifford, Mrs. G. Rent- 
schler, and Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson. 

Christian Endeavor Society—Mrs. A. Tellstrom. 

Sacramento, German—Mrs. C. F. Oehler, Miss Kate Stuber, 
and Mrs. A. Lothhammer. 

Christian Endeavor Society—Mrs. A. Schad. 

Alameda, German—Mrs. Sumner (a. e.) and Mrs. Kuch- 
meister (a. ¢.). 

Los Angeles—Miss Rose Hickethier. 

San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick. 

The President declared the organization of the Convention, 
and the Rules of Order were read by the Secretary. 

The address of welcome was read by Mrs. Hoskinson, and the 
response by Mrs. Everding. 

After the singing of ‘‘ All hail the power of Jesus’ Name,”’ 
the President read her annnal report. 


President’s Report. 
To the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society of the California 
Synod, greeting : 
DEAR SISTERS AND FRIENDS: In the providence of God we have been per- 
mitted to meet in the Twelfth Annual Convention of this body, to consider the 
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interests of the cause in which we are so deeply interested, and to devise ways 
and means for carrying on our work with greater efficiency and increasing suc- 
cess. As we look back on the incidents of the Synodical year, events dark 
and bright, encouraging and discouraging, confront us. We have passed 
through the Valley of Despond and scaled the Mountain of Hope. We have 
stood in thought at the grave, and caught distant glimpses of the Land of the 
Many Mansions ; but whether we planned or prayed, worried or worked in the 
Master’s cause, God has been with us. His Spirit has led us, His power has 
sustained us, His hand has upheld us. He has made the crooked places 
straight and the rough places plain before us. The sunlight of His love, 
shining on our pathway, has illumined life’s journey, turning the shadow of 
death into the morning ; and, as we have moved forward, we have chanted the 
song, ‘‘ Let us be glad in the Lord; let us heartily rejoice in the strength of 
our Salvation. 

The year just closed has been one of the most eventful in the mission enter- 
prises of the General Synod, and one of the most encouraging in the history of 
the California work. One year ago at the Alameda Convention, Dr. Samuel 
Bacon Barnitz was with us. We remember well the last message of love and 
loyalty to Christ and the Church he left with us before he returned to his home 
to die. His tasks are done ; his warfare is accomplished ; he has entered into 
rest. He has joined ‘‘the deathless choir of the immortal dead who live 
again.’’ But the work he accomplished, the forces he helped to set in motion, 
the missions he assisted in establishing, will continue to grow, prosper, and 
perpetuate his influence ; and through these agencies, he, being dead, will con- 
tinue to live in the life, thought, and work of the Church. As we think of the 
consecrated life and abundant labors of this man of God, we recall the well- 


known lines : 
“« Servant of God, well done! 
Thy glorious warfares past ; 
The battles fought, the victories won, 
And thou art crowned at last !’’ 


A memorial address will be delivered on the life of our friend by Mrs. 
George H. Hillerman, Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock. It will also be appro- 
priate to adopt a suitable resolution to spread on the minutes and to send to 
the family of our deceased brother. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


You have doubtless noted the action taken by the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sion in appointing a new Secretary to fill the place made vacant by the 
resignation of the Rev. George H. Scholl, who so long and ably filled the 
place. The new appointee, Dr. Marion J. Kline, has taken hold of the work 
with great energy, and, aided by the advice and experience of the former 
Secretary, has infused new life into that important department of the work of 
the Church. 
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HOME MISSIONS. 


The new departure of the Board of Home Missions, in re-districting its 
territory and appointing three Secretaries to supervise the work formerly per- 
formed by two, was a wise and judicious move, which has met with the 
approval of the entire Church. This step, which should have been taken 
years ago, will add to the efficiency of the Board, strengthen the work, and 
lighten the labors of the Secretaries. I have assumed the privilege of writing 
to the Western Secretary, the Rev. Luther P. Ludden, assuring him of a 
cordial welcome from the women of California Synod whenever he visits the 
coast. 


CALIFORNIA. 


There has been a change since we last met in the church at San José. The 
Rev. Arthur Bredenbek, who retired from that field, has been succeeded by 
the Rev. W. E. Crouser, who is now attending the Synodical Convention, 
and whose wife will become an active worker in our ranks. The past year 
has been one of marked activity and enlargement in California work. 
Through the earnest labors of the Rev. Dr. Hoskinson, who canvassed Santa 
Barbara, a promising mission has been organized in that thriving city, which 
is being efficiently served by the Rev. A. C. Delbo. The Rev. P. W. H. Fred- 
erick, formerly of Chicago, is endeavoring to establish a mission at Pasadena. 
The Rev. Hermann Gehrcke has organized what bids fair to be a strong Ger- 
man Church at North Beach, San Francisco. I have been informed that both 
of these missions have been taken on the funds of the Board, making three 
new missions established in California in a single year. This State owes a 
debt of gratitude to the Woman Societies of the General Synod it will never 
be able to pay. This enterprise is being served by the Rev. Adolph Jatho, 
and Fresno, in the not distant future, may also have a mission well located on 
one of its busy streets. 

So, steadily and surely, the Lutheran Church of the General Synod is 
lengthening its cords and strengthening its stakes in this imperial common- 
wealth. About fifty years ago a St. Louis gambler and politician cried out in 
the presence of his boon companions, ‘* Boys, we’ll see that Jesus Christ 
never comes west of the Mississippi !’’? The Church of Christ took up the 
gauntlet thrown down by the atheistic blasphemer, and to-day more than 
25,000 Christian churches stand west of the Father of Waters, and the number 
is constantly idcreasing. 


OFFICIAL. 


The following is the record of my official acts: Soon after the Alameda 
Convention, I wrote to each of the societies urging them to dispose of the 
India work sent out by the Board. All the articles have been disposed of, 
with one exception. After the death of the Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D. D., I 
wrote a letter of sympathy, in your name, to the widow of our deceased 
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brother. In January of the present year, Mrs. Krechting, President of the 
Woman’s Societies of the General Synod, requested me to write to the Cali- 
fornia Societies, urging them to contribute for the erection of Emmanuel’s 
Mission, Chicago. I received a similar request from Mrs. Krechting in July. 
In each instance the request was complied with. Early in November I sent 
letters to each society, calling attention to the blessings bestowed on our Cali- 
fornia work as causes of thanksgiving. Late in the year a number of Reports 
of the India Mission was sent me for free distribution. I distributed them as 
far as they would go. 

In January, Mrs. Myers notified me of her inability to attend the Sacramento 
Convention, and requested that Mrs. John Everding be appointed in her 
place. Her request was complied with. In the same month, Mrs. Kate B. 
Shaffer sent me a number of questions on the saliant points of mission work. 
Most of the questions were answered. The questions and answers are here, 
and, if desired, can be referred to a committee or brought before the conven- 
tion for discussion. 

One hundred and sixteen letters were written and sent out by me during the 
year, 

And now I again return to you the office with which for three consecutive 
years I have been entrusted. I have, doubtless, made mistakes in administer- 
ing the duties of the position to which your suffrages called me, but endeavored 
to discharge the duties of my office faithfully, conscientiously, and to the best 
of my ability. My relations with the various societies and the officers of the 
State Society have been harmonious and delightful. We have labored together 
without jar or friction, for the glory of God and the extension of His kingdom. 
I return to-day my sincere thanks to the officers of the society for their 
unvarying kindness and cordial support, and bespeak for my successor in office 
the same confidence, cordiality, and co-operation I have enjoyed at your 
hands. The Lord of Hosts has been with us in the past ; He will lead us on 
- in future days. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. WILLIAM KELLY, 
President. 


The Secretary read extracts from letters written to the Presi- 
dent by Mrs. Grunewald, of Sacramento, and Mrs, K. B. 
Shaffer, Delaware, Ohio. Other letters are noticed in the 
report of the committee on the same. 

The Corresponding Secretary’s Report, read by Miss Stuber, 
was accepted. 

Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Treasurer, reported the largest sum of money 
ever raised by the societies of the California Synod. The report 
was accepted with enthusiasm and thanks. (See page 34. ) 
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Miss Rose Hickethier gave an account of faithful work done 
by the Literature Committee. 


The Historian being absent, because of ill health, her report 
was read by Mrs. Everding. 

Miss Hickethier, delegate from Los Angeles, told of their 
newly organized Young Ladies’ Band and of the support of a 
boy in India by their Woman’s Society. 

Mrs. Gifford said that the Sacramento English Lutheran 
Society was making a special study of ‘‘ Lux Christi.’’ 

Mrs. Lothhammer’s society (German, Sacramento) is the 
Banner Society of Synod in amount of money raised. She re- 
ported the support of a girl in India and a legacy of $25.00. 

Mrs. Hoick, of San Diego, and Mrs. Nelander, of San Fran- 
cisco, each gave encouraging reports of their respective societies. 

Miss Folcke (German, San Francisco) said they had sent a 
missionary box. 

Mrs. Schad of the German Church, Sacramento, reported a 
membership of forty-five in the Young People’s Society. 


Mrs. King, Mrs. Kelly, and Mrs. Hoskinson told of the good 
work for missions done by the young people of the churches to 
which they belong. 


? 


<< What a Friend we have in Jesus’ 
was closed with a chain of prayers. 


was sung, and the session 


THIRD SESSION. 


Fripay, May 1, 9.45 A. M. 
Devotional service, led by Mrs. King. 
Hymn, ‘‘ Behold a Stranger at the door.’’ 
Scripture, Romans xii. 
Prayer by Mrs. King. 
Hymn, ‘‘In the cross of Christ I glory.’’ 
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FOURTH SESSION. 


Fripay, May 1, Io A. M. 


Hymn, ‘‘I need Thee,’’ was sung, Isaiah vi. 1-6 was read, 
and prayer offered by Mrs. Oehler. 

The roll was called and minutes of Thursday afternoon session 
read by the Secretary. 

The President read the following appointment as made by the 
. Executive Committee on Thursday P. M.: 


Committees. 


Auditing—Mrs. Oehler, Mrs. Olsen. 

President s Address—Mrs. Hoick, Mrs. Hickethier. 
Excuses—Mrs. Lothhammer, Mrs. Gifford. 

Letters, Greetings, Papers—Mrs. Walling, Mrs. Hoskinson. 
Literature Committee’ s Report—Miss Folcke, Mrs. Rentschler. 
Resolutions—Mrs. Everding, Miss Stuber. 

Historian's Report—Mrs. King, Miss Stuber. 

Page—Mrs. Schad. 


Reporters for Press. 


City Papers—Miss Hickethier. 

Lutheran World—Miss Stuber. 

Missionary Journal—Mtrs. Hoskinson. 

Lutheran Observer—Mrs. Grunewald. 

Lutheran Evangelist—Mrs. King. 

Zion's Bote—Mrs. Oehler. 

Miss Stuber gave a report of the only Junior Society in the 
Synod doing missionary work, that of the German Church of 
Sacramento. They have twenty-five active members, and have 
given $24.88 to missions in the past year. 

The Convention Committees reported as follows : 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


We examined the Treasurer’s Report and found it correct. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. OEHLER, 
Mrs. OLSEN. 
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Report of Committee on President’s Address. 

We commend this report of the President for the interesting review of the 
work of the past year, and heartily endorse all of her official acts. 

As a Missionary Society of the Synod of California, we would express our 
hearty appreciation for the establishment of new missions within our territory, 
and earnestly hope that the women of these congregations will in the near 
future join us in organized effort in the extension of mission work. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 
ROSE E. HICKETHIER. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That we acknowledge with gratitude to our God His loving’ 
care in the preservation of our lives, and rejoice in the general condition of our 
missions. 

2. Resolved, That we express our gratification over the addition of three 
new missions, and the prospect of new Missionary Societies. 

3. Resolved, That we advise our different Auxiliaries to make special efforts 
toward raising the full amount of funds designated for special objects. 

4. Resolved, That we deeply deplore the death of our noble Western Sec- 
retary, Dr. S. B. Barnitz, and that a letter of sympathy be sent to Mrs. Barnitz 
from this convention. 

5. Resolved, That we regret the absence of our faithful Historian, and that 
we extend to her our sympathy in her illness. 

6. Resolved, That we return thanks to the pastor and congregation of the 
First Lutheran Church of Sacramento for their cordial reception and enter- 
tainment, and to the ladies of both churches for their delightful luncheons. 

7. Resolved, That the Secretary of each Auxiliary be instructed to write a 
letter of greeting to the new missionaries who may come to California. 

8. Resolved, That we extend our thanks to the local press for the reports 
given by them of this convention. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. EVERDING, 
Miss STUBER. 


Report of Committee on Historian’s Report. 
The Historian’s Report is complete in every way, showing an increase in 


both membership and finances. 


Respectfully submitted, Miss STUBER, 
Mrs. KING. 


A solo, ‘‘ Just for To-day,’’ was sung by Mrs. Walling. 

A paper on ‘‘What Woman Has Done and Can Do 
read by Mrs. Hoick. 

Solo by Miss Lulu Lothhammer, ‘‘ The Angels’ Promise.’’ 


pe} 


was 
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A paper on “ Giving,’ as one of the ‘‘ Essentials of Mission 
Work,’’ was read by Miss Folcke. “ 

The hymn ‘‘Hasten Lord, the glorious time,’’ was sung, 
after which a discussion upon ‘‘ Our Weak Points and How to 
Strengthen Them’’ was opened with a good paper by Mrs. 
Walling. Nearly all present participated in the discussion. 

In response to an invitation presented by Mrs. Everding, the 
members of the California Synod paid the society a visit, and 
were given the privilege of the floor. Rev. Gehrcke, Presi- 
dent of Synod, spoke of our new missions at San Francisco, 
Santa Barbara, and Pasadena. Rev. Kelly also spoke words 
of cheer. 


? 


An offering of $2.90 was taken, a hymn was sung, and 
Rev. Gehrcke dismissed the session with prayer. 


FIFTH SESSION. 
FRIDAY, May 1, 2 P. M. 


A memorial service to Dr. S. B. Barnitz was held, Mrs. J. E. 
Hoick presiding. Hymn, ‘Lead, kindly Light,’’ was sung, 
and the following paper prepared by Mrs. Hillerman was read 
by Mrs. Hoick: 


Dr. Samuel B. Barnitz. 


It is with feelings of deepest sadness that we meet to engage in a Memorial 
Service for Dr. Barnitz this afternoon, and to meditate on the heroic soul that 
has ceased fighting the battles of Home Missions in our beloved land. But 
with the sorrow and sadness there is mingled a note of triumph as we remem- 
ber the reward into which he has entered, and the final victory which shall 
come to the cause of truth that he so strongly championed in his life-work. 

Samuel Bacon Barnitz was born in York, Pa., May 12th, 1838, and after a 
life of unselfish service for mankind, extending over a period of sixty-four years 
and one month, he fell asleep in Jesus, June 12th, 1902. And with the pass- 
ing away of Dr. Barnitz there went from us one of the grandly heroic men of 
history. He may not be as widely known as a Paul, a Luther, a Knox, a 
Washington, or a Lincoln, because the will of God did not bring him into a 
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service such as theirs, yet where he labored he served as faithfully and accom- 
plished his work as well as did any of these men. He was a man of ability, 
peculiarly fitted for the work to which he was called; of deepest earnestness, 
who looked upon life as too serious a matter for trifling ; of greatest unselfish- 
ness, thinking less of self and more of others than most men do, ever watchful 
to assist and minister to those in need. But the curtain of death has fallen 
about him and veiled him from our sight. His sympathetic handshake, cheer- 
ing words, and kindly smile are for us no more on this earth. His loss is more 
than the loss of the ordinary man, and he will be missed not only in the great 
work of Home Missions as carried on in the United States by our Lutheran 
Church, but in educational work as well, especially in our smaller colleges, in 
Sunday school conventions, in affairs of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society and Luther League. His presence and advice will be longed 
for in vain on the floors of District Synods. His pleas for missions and the 
great West will no longer stir the hearts of members of General Synod in bien- 
nial conventions. The blessed memory alone remains of a life which was such 
a blessing and benediction that ‘‘ none knew him but to love him, none named 
him but to praise him.’’ 

Dr. Barnitz’s entire life of ministerial activity was spent in the work of 
Home Missions. From 1862 to 1881 he served his first charge, a Home Mis- 
sion church, in Wheeling, W. Va., and from 1881 to 1902 he filled the office 
of Western Secretary of the Board of Home Missions—the capacity in which 
most of us came to know him. As we came in contact with him his life proved 
a real benediction to us, and, as we meditate on his character to-day, may it 
inspire us to greater diligence and fidelity to the work of our Master. 

For practical purposes, the life of Dr. Barnitz may be divided into three 
nearly equal periods, each about twenty years in extent. The first twenty 
years were those of preparation, and, like the first forty years of the life of 
Moses, but little is known of this period. 

This preparatory period was completed in Gettysburg College, he having 
left that institution on account of ill health in 1858. Later he returned to Get- 
tysburg Seminary, graduating from there in 1861. He was licensed in that 
year, and the following year entered upon his first charge at Wheeling, where 
he remained for nearly twenty years—the second period. This church was a 
weak, struggling mission, so located that Dr. Barnitz’s labors were chiefly 
devoted to ministering to the lowly and unfortunate, to whom he absolutely 
gave himself. No one in grief or distress or need appealed to him in vain, and 
while he was actively identified with every benevolent and charitable Christian 
work of the city, he was also the founder of the Children’s Home, which has 
aided and befriended hundreds of children. These years of service at Wheeling 
were developing in him that thoughtful, unselfish character which so marked 
him in after-life. Here he learned to carry the joys, the sorrows, the cares, the 
pleasures, all the experiences of his people in his great heart of love, and this 
habit grew with him until it became a second nature. A long, patient, and in 
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many respects wearisome pastorate was spent in this his first and only charge, 
but all the experiences were only furnishing equipment for the real service of 
his life—the work of Secretary of the Board of Home Missions. 

This last period of Dr. Barnitz’s life was one of great activity. He traveled 
hundreds of thousands of miles, preached thousands of sermons, visited count- 
less numbers of homes, and has been an unmeasured blessing wherever he 
went. During all these years of travel and hardship his great unselfishness 
was a marked characteristic which distinguished him in his dealings with 
others. Few there are who think less of self and more of the comfort and 
pleasure of others than did he. It has been said that one must travel a long 
journey, with all sorts of inconveniences, to know a man well, and yet those 
who have had this experience with Dr. Barnitz tell us that he was always the 
same—forgetting self and aiming to give greater comfort to those who traveled 
with him. The amount of sympathy and comfort which he dispensed to the 
sorrowing, the troubled, the desolate and lonely ones whom he met in his 
travels up and down this land in the interests of Home Missions will never be 
known until the great books are opened and the records of our lives laid bare, for 
God alone witnessed every act, and He only can declare them. When he came 
into the home of the missionary his very presence brought cheer, and with his 
departure he left such a blessing from his stay that the worker was the stronger 
and better for his coming. We feel sure that to all who ever had the pleasure 
of entertaining Dr. Barnitz in their homes he was a most welcome guest. He 
was ever watchful of the comforts of the missionary’s family, and many a hard- 
working and under-paid pastor has been made to rejoice after his visit, by the 
reception of a splendid box from the Box-work Committee, or other substantial 
aid, all inspired by this man of God, who had seen the need and been sent as 
an angel to supply it. He was always ready to go out of his way to carry a 
loving message from parents to the son or daughter in the far West, and to take 
greetings of love back to a father and mother in the old home. 

His great faculty for remembering names, faces, and every act of kindness 
done for him won him many friends even outside of the Lutheran Church. For 
their love of him, many who were not Lutherans were accustomed to contrib- 
ute liberally and regularly to the work of Home Missions in our Church and 
to render assistance to needy churches and pastors. Scores of railroad off- 
cials were his most devoted friends, and the wonderful influence which he 
exerted over these men saved thousands of dollars to the Home Mission Board, 
for no one in the employ of the Board could travel with as little expense as 
Dr. Barnitz could. All this influence and power were used only to benefit 
some one else. What he secured as personal favors was not a drop compared 
with the ocean of good that he was constantly doing for others with this help. 

This one characteristic of love to his fellow-men was second to his deep 
devotion to the Church of his love. No matter where he went, what he was 
doing, or in whose company, he was proud to be known as a Lutheran, and 
his great concern was for the interests and success of the Church of the Ref- 
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ormation. He was fond of her inspiring order of worship, proud of her his- 
tory, loyal to her doctrines, and consecrated to her Lord. 

His consecration to the service of his Lord and Master was the crowning 
mark of this noble man—the one thing which caused him to so fully love his 
fellow-man and that inspired in him such deep devotion to his Church. 

He loved the Lord as his dearest friend, and his highest aim was to serve 
Him. He tried to live as he believed Christ would have lived in his place, 
and his prayers revealed to those who heard them his intimate fellowship with 
God. He talked to Him as friend to friend. 

And now that he has left us, what is his legacy to us who loved him and the 
cause for which he labored so faithfully? In departing he left us something 
more precious than silver or gold, even the privilege of carrying forward the 
work to which he gave his life. ; 

We cannot put our time, our talents, our gifts to better use, or where they 
will do more good, than in Home Mission work. The Lutheran Church has 
done much and could do more were the means forthcoming. 

The field is ripe—vast territories full of Lutheran material are unoccupied. 

What more fitting words can come to us to-day than the last words which 
Dr. Barnitz sent to the Church papers—‘‘ Occupy, occupy, OCCUPY ?”’ 

“‘ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and their works do follow 
them.”’ 

Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN. 


Prayers were offered by Mrs. Nelander and Mrs. Everding. 


A solo, ‘‘The Heavenly Song,’’ by Miss Lulu Lothhammer, 
closed this service. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


Fripay, May 1, 2.30 P. M. 
Opened with a hymn, Scripture, and a season of prayer, in 
which all joined, for the General Convention. 
Rev. Oehler presented the Synodical Resolutions on Deacon- 
esses. (See page 17, Minutes of Synod. ) 
The morning’s minutes were read and approved. 
Roll call. 
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Report of Committee on Excuses. 
We recommend that the excuses sent by absent delegates be accepted. 


Respectfully submitted, ‘Mrs. LOTHHAMMER, 
Mrs. GIFFORD. 


Report of Committee on Literature Committee’s Report. 
We find that this committee has circulated one hundred and ninety-four 


tracts. We would recommend a deeper interest in missionary literature. 


Respectfully submitted, Miss M. A. FOLCKE, 
Mrs. GEORGE RENTSCHLER. 


There was a discussion on ‘‘ What Are the Dues of Young 
People’s Societies?’’ It was decided that the amount could not 
be fixed, and that Article X. of the Constitution of the General 
Society relating to this subject should be printed in the Minutes 
of this Convention. It is as follows: 


ARTICLE X.—OrGANIzING NEw SOCIETIES. 

SECTION 1. Woman’s Societies, Young People’s Societies, and Children’s 
Bands, auxiliary to this Society, may be formed by their members adopting the 
Constitutions prepared respectively for these Auxiliaries, and contributing to 
the objects under the control of the General Society and the incidental 
expenses of this Society. 

SECTION 2. Any Society of Young People connected with the Lutheran 
Church may become auxiliary to this Society by electing a Missionary Secretary, 
who shall send quarterly or annual reports to the Synodical Secretary, by 
devoting one meeting a month to the subject of missions, and by paying per 
member a regular sum monthly, or annually, which shall be remitted quarterly 
to the Synodical Treasurer, to be paid into the General Fund, for the support 
of our missionaries. Special objects recommended by the Executive Com- 
mitte shall be provided for otherwise. 


A motion was passed refusing to accept the resignation of 
Mrs. Myers as Historian, and the Corresponding Secretary was 
instructed to notify her of the same. 

Mrs. K. B. Shaffer’s request for the suggestion of names of 
persons for medical doctors for India was considered, but no 
names suggested. 

On motion, the Secretaries of Auxiliaries are asked to send all 
items of interest concerning their society to Mrs. Shaffer for 
publication in the Journal. 
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A motion to appoint a Synodical Home Secretary was lost, the 
feeling being that the time was not yet come for extending the 
work along this line. 


An invitation to meet at Riverside in 1904 was accepted. 


On motion, the society endorsed the Deaconess Resolutions of 
Synod, and resolved to aid in any way and appoint a member 
to act on Standing Committee, if so desired. 


The President appointed Mrs. King on this committee. 
The following bills were presented and ordered paid: 
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Mrs. Jackson read a paper on ‘‘ Missions of 1903.’’ 

Rev. Crouser, of San José, gave an interesting account of his 
work in that place. 

A paper on ‘‘ Getting New Members and Keeping Them”’ 
was read by Mrs. Oehler. 


A motion to pay the balance in the treasury, after the payment 
of bills, to our delegate to the General Convention, for travel- 
ing expenses, was carried. The balance, as paid, was $70.89. 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greetings, and Papers. 

Greetings were received from Mrs. Conrad and Mrs. Hillerman, of River- 
side, and an invitation was extended from this society to meet there next year. 

A letter from Miss Sallie Protzman, Secretary of the Home Department of 
the General Society, asks for the appointment of a Synodical Secretary of 
that department. 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers sent a letter of greeting, and, on account of ill- 
health, presented her resignation as the Historian of the Society. 

An interesting account of the work at Redlands and San Bernardino was 
given in a letter from Rev. Vierke. 

A paper on ‘‘ Giving ’’ was presented by Miss Folcke, in which the ques- 
tions, ‘‘ Who Shall Give ? and How and When to Give?’’ were answered. 

Mrs. Hoick read a paper on ‘‘ What Woman Has Done and Can Do,” in 
which she gave an encouraging report of the progress of our woman’s work 


for missions. 
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Mrs. Walling’s paper was on ‘‘Our Weak Points and How to Strengthen 
Them.’’ Lack of interest was thought to be our weakest point. 

A paper, ‘‘Memorial to Dr. Barnitz,’? by Mrs. Hillerman, contained an 
account of the unselfish life of that noble man of God, whom we all knew to 
honor, love, and admire, and we recommend that, if possible, it be printed in 
the Minutes of this Convention. 

Mrs. Jackson’s paper, on “‘ Missions of 1903,’’ urged greater interest in the 
future work. 

A paper by Mrs. C. F. Oehler, on ‘‘ Getting New Members and Keeping 
Them,’’ suggested the dissemination of literature, frequent announcements 
by pastot, enthusiasm on part of members, and promptness of the President. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J: C. WALLING, 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON. 


Election of officers followed... (See page 28.) 

Mrs. Kelly introduced the new President, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 
who made remarks appropriate to the occasion. ‘‘ Blest be the 
tie’’ was sung, and the convention closed with prayer by Mrs. 
Hoick. 


EVENING SERVICE. 


SunDay, May 3, 7.30 0’CLOCK. 
Organ prelude. 
Anthem by choir. 
Scripture. 
Prayer. 
Solo, Mrs. J. C. Walling. 
Hymn 335, ‘‘ Christ for the world we sing.”’ 
Address, ‘‘ Lutheran Expansion,’’ Rev. William E. Crouser. 
Solo, Mrs. N. Wilson. 
Address, ‘‘ Church Loyalty,’’ Rev. Herbert J. Weaver. 
Offertory. 
Hymn 286, ‘‘My Church, My Church,”’’ 
Benediction. 
Organ postlude. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Recording Secretary. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


L give and bequeath to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
| States, its successors and assigns, the sum of ‘dollars, and re- 
quest my executor or administrator to pay to said corporation said amount at 

LT hereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ctety of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate : 

, to have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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MINUTES OF THE 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE GENEPRALSSYNOD 


OF THE 


Lutheran Church in the United States, 


CONVENED IN 


RIVERSIDE, CAL., APRIL 20-24, 1904. 


ALSO MINUTES 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


HELD IN 


RIVERSIDE, CAL., APRIL 21 AND 22, Ig04. 


OR THE SYNOD 


BY THE 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1904-1905. | 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT. 
Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER, 1oor W, Eighth Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


SECRETARY. 
Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 995 Locust Street, Riverside, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
P.S. LEISENRING, M. D., Rooms ro-r2, Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1904-1905. 


HOME MISSIONS, 
Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER. Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE. 
Rav. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER. Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. 
J. F. REIMER. 


MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 
Rey. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. W. E. CROUSER. 
WILLIAM BOSBYSHELL. 


EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Rev. W. L. REMSBERG. Rev. F. C. VIERKE. 
A. P. CRIM. 


PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
J. W. FRICKE, 526 Market Street, San Francisco, Cal. H. F. BEIER. 
SAMUEL FOCHT. 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
Rey. OSCAR H. GRUVER. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 
HANS SCHULTZ. 


_ DEACONESS WORK. 
Rey. J. E, HOICK. Rzy. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rey. ADOLF JATHO. 
Mrs. GEORGE KING (from W. H. and F. M.S.). 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


PACIFIC COAST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
Rey. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. 
Rey. C. F. OEHLER. J. A. BOHN. 


Dr. G. G. BURNETT. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—San José, Cal. 
Timee—May 11, 1905. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


Thursday. 


7.45 P. M.—SYNODICAL SERMON (BY THE PRESIDENT ). 


HOLY COMMUNION, 


Friday. 
g A. M.—DEVOTIONAL—EXPOSITION OF COL. I. 
Principal. Alternate. 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. J. E. HOICK. 


2 P. M.—DEVOTIONAL—-EXPOSITION OF COL. II. 
Rev. E, NELANDER, Pu. D. Rev. F. C. VIERKE. 


3 P. M.—DOCTRINAL—ARTICLES VII. AND VIII., AUGSBURG 
CONFESSION. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK. Rev. A. JATHO. 


7.45 P. M.—HOME MISSIONS. 
‘© Our Past Successes.’’ 


Rey. W. L. REMSBERG. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 


“*Our Present Opportunities.”’ 
Rev. O. H. GRUVER. Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN. 


Saturday. 
9 A. M.—DEVOTIONAL—EXPOSITION OF COL. II. 


REv. HERMANN GEHRCKE. REv. S. W. YOUNG. 


2 P. M.—DEVOTIONAL—EXPOSITION OF COL. IV. 
Rev. GEORGE R. BIRD. Rey. W. L. REMSBERG. - 


7-45 P. M.—FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


RIVERSIDE, CAL., APRIL 20-24, 1904. 


RIVERSIDE, CaL., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 1904, 8 P. M. 


The Fourteenth Annual Convention of California Synod 
assembled in Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Riverside, 
Cal., Rev. George H. Hillerman, pastor. 

The liturgical service was in charge of the pastor /ocz, and 
Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and C. F. Oehler. The Syn- 
_ odical sermon was delivered by the President, Rev. Hermann 
Gehrcke, from Eph., vi. 10-17, upon the theme, ‘‘ Forward, 
Christians, to the fight.’’ 

Synodical Communion followed. 


—_—__—_—_—_—_-@-+__—_. 


FIRST SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1904, 9 A. M. 
Synod was regularly opened, with devotional services conducted 
by the President. 
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After the reception of lay delegates, the following composed 
the 
Synodical Roll. ~ 


> 
4 
ab 
ez, CLERICAL. RESIDENCE. Lay. 
Fe 
ic) ; 
1836/Samuel Sprecher, D. D., 

IG) OD ae che ae A wee Sam Dieso#: 27, - |No charge. 
TS7O|SafW ..NOUNG LAS Chase wea SAN OSs urate mae No charge. 
1874|George R. Bird,} a. @...... /Bakersville....... No charge. 
1877\Jacob S. Moser, a. @....... Washington, D. C.|No charge. 
1877|Wilson L. Remsberg f..... Santa Barbara... .|Harman F. Beier, a. e. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., : 

DD ree gees onan Sacramento.,.... Samuel Focht. 

1881/|J. Schmierer, a. ¢......... Monrovia........ No charge. 
1885,L. C. Routzahn, @........ Arroyo Grande . ..|No charge. 
LOOT AGO [athOn mee ene sien Oakland wicases..- No delegate. 
1888|Charles F. Oehler......... Sacramento...... Gustav Kroeger, a. 
1889|Edward Nelander, Ph. D../San Francisco....)Dr. G. G. Burnett. 
1889| William Brandes, a. ¢..... Alameda... : 5... .%. William Betten, a. ¢. 
1892|Hermann Gehrcke........ San Francisco... .|Hans Schultz, a. e. 
1892|Oscar H. Gruver3........ Oakland: Aowe. as J. A. Bohn. 
1894|Herbert J. Weaver........ Los Angeles ..... William Bosbyshell. 
1894|John Edward Hoick ...... San Wiegor sear P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
1896|George H. Hillerman..... Riverside 72. 2... J. F. Reimer. 
NS OG ICs Vierkewwue oe yee, WedlanGsier eee A. P. Crim. 
189SiW... Ct Crouser? . . 7. ee San José: /Seet ae: G. L. Hampton, a. e. 
1898|Arthur C. Delbo, a....... Banning ter. caecte: No charge. 
1go0|P. W. H. Frederick,||..... Pasadena... a, A. T. Lien, a. 

a.e, Absent and excused. a. Absent and unexcused. 

* Received from East Ohio Synod. + Received from Presbyterian Church, 

t Received from Allegheny Synod. 2 Received from West Pennsylvania Synod, 


|| Received from Chicago Synod, General Council. 


On motion of Rev. G. H. Hillerman, seconded by Rev. W. 
E. Crouser, it was 


Resolved, That the order of business be waived, and that the Committee on 
Examination for the Ministry be permitted to make a report. 


Report of Committee on Examination for the Ministry. 


Your committee report that they have an application from Rev. George R. 


Bird, of the Presbyterian Church, to become a member of the Synod of Cali- 
fornia. 
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We request that the matter be taken up in Ministerium, without his pres- 
ence, as the Constitution requires. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
E. NELANDER, 
A. JATHO, 


On motion of Dr. P. S. Leisenring, it was 


Leesolued, That the Examining Committee pursue the regular course in re- 
gard to the application of Rev. Bird, and that he be summoned to appear 
before this convention of Synod. 


President’s Report. 

““Grace be unto you, and peace from (sod our Father and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ.’? Amen. 

Beloved Brethren of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: We 
have abundant reason for heartfelt gratitude to Almighty God for His good- 
ness to us, as individuals and as a Synod. By His love and mercy we have 
been spared during the last Synodical year, and we are here to report upon 
the work of the past; to bear testimony to the loving kindness of God; to 
deliberate and plan for the work of the coming year. It is the first time that 
our California Synod meets in this church, which stands to the untiring zeal 
and energy of this faithful pastor and his devoted people. ; 

Brethren, let us fervently pray that the work of the past may ripen into 
rich fruitage for the Master’s kingdom, and that He may grant us the divine 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in all the deliberations of this Fourteenth Con- 
vention and in all the work of the ensuing year. 

Knowing that we have at heart a common cause, that we are bound to- 
gether by common trials, and that we are looking forward to a common re- 
ward, let us stand shoulder to shoulder in pushing forward the heavenly 
cause that has been entrusted to our care. 

‘‘ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the love of the Lord !”’ 

Brethren, the time in which we are living is noted for great activity. A 
tremendous work is to be done ; the field is ripe unto the harvest. Vast terri- 
tories, full of Lutheran material, are unoccupied ; much is done, much more 
ought to be done, and if we work, harmoniously and energetically, our Luth- 
eran Church will become a mighty force in California for the salvation of men 
and for the betterment of social and political conditions. 

As we look back over the past year and notice the evidences of greater ad- 
vances, we have abundant reason to exclaim with the Psalmist : ‘‘ Give thanks 
unto the Lord; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the 
people’’ (Ps. cv. 1). 

With pleasure, I therefore submit to you, according to custom, a summary 
of all my official acts during the Synodical year : 
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I. DISMISSALS. 
At their own request, the following brethren were dismissed to other 
Synods : ~ 
September 14th, 1903, Rev. Victor G, A. Tressler, Ph. D., Professor in 
Wittenberg College, to Wittenberg Synod. 
January 21st, 1904, Rev. William Kelly, of Oakland, to the Synod of 
Kansas. 
Il, ADMISSIONS. 


The following brethren presented dismissals from sister Synods, and were 
placed on our clerical roll : 

July 31st, 1903, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, from the Chicago Synod of the 
General Council, as pastor of the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Pasadena. 

August 25th, 1903, Rev. S. W. Young, from the East Ohio Synod. 

December 19th, 1903, Rev. W. L. Remsberg, from the Allegheny Synod, 
as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church of Santa Barbara. 

February Ist, 1904, Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, from the West Pennsylvania 
Synod, as pastor of First English Lutheran Church at Oakland. 


III. WITHDRAWAL. 
October 8th, 1903, Rev. A. C. Delbo left the Santa Barbara Mission with- 
out notifying me. 
IV. INSTALLATIONS. 


January 3Ist, 1904, according to appointment, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick: 
was installed as pastor of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Pasadena, 
Rev. H. J. Weaver delivering the charge to the pastor, and Rev. George H. 
Hillerman the charge to the people and also conducted the liturgical service 
of installation. 

February 14th, 1904, Rev. Oscar H. Gruver was installed pastor at Oakland. . 
Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., delivered the charge to the pastor, and Rev. 
Hermann Gehrcke the charge to the people, and the latter conducted the litur- 
gical service of installation. 


V. CORNER-STONES LAID. 


November 8th, 1903, the corner-stone for a new church at North Beach, 
San Francisco, was laid with impressive ceremonies. The pastor, Rev. Adolf 
Jatho, was assisted in his work by Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., and Hermann 
Gehrcke. 

Sunday, March 2oth, 1904, the corner-stone of the First Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church of Redlands was laid with appropriate ceremonies. Rey. F. C. 
Vierke, the pastor, had charge of the services, and Rev. G. H. Hillerman 
preached the sermon. The church will cost about $5,000.00 when completed. 
The Woman’s Executive Committee makes them a donation of $2,000.00. 
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VI. DEDICATION. 


On Sunday, March 13th, 1904, the new St. Andrew’s German Lutheran 
Church at North Beach, San Francisco, was dedicated to the worship of the- 
Triune God. Rev. A. Jatho preached the dedicatory sermon in the fore- 
noon, and Rev. Hermann Gehrcke participated in the services of the day. 
Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., and Rev. Oscar H. Gruver preached in the evening. 

The structure is frame and is Old English in style, 27 by 75 feet, with a 
seating capacity of about 250 people. Its entire cost is $6,500.00. To assist 
the congregation in raising this amount, the Woman’s Executive Committee: 
made a Christmas offering of $1,500.00; the rest was collected by the mem- 
bers of the congregation. The lot cost $5,200.00, covered by a mortgage. 
The pastor, Rev. A. Jatho, and his people deserve much credit for their faith-. 
ful and untiring labors. 

VII. DEACONESS WORK. 


The first call from our Synod for a deaconess from the Baltimore Mother- 
house was crowned with great success. Sister Lydia Perry has done excel- 
lent work as deaconess in San Diego, Los Angeles, and Pasadena. 


VIII. NEW MISSIONS. 


August 27th, 1903, by the authority of Home Mission Committee, Rev. G. 
H. Hillerman, assisted by Rev. H. J. Weaver, began a canvass of Los 
Angeles for a second church. They found a promising field. The report of 
the canvass, with recommendation, was sent to the Board of Home Missions 
and to the Woman’s Executive Committee. 

September 28th, 1903, Rev. A. S. Hartman, D. D., in a letter, said that 
the Board thinks it wise to inaugurate a second church in Los Angeles. There 
is no doubt the Executive Committee would make an effort to provide the 
help that may be needed. 

After a vacancy of about three monthsin Santa Barbara, Rev. W. L. Rems- 
berg took up the work there with an appropriation increased to $700.00 per 
annum. 

February 12th, 1904, I received a letter from Rev. Charles F. Oehler, en- 
closing a letter from aman in Fresno, saying that there were forty-one families 
who wished to join our Synod. By the authority of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee, I canvassed the field and found it an exceptionally promising one. I 
recommended it to the Woman’s Executive Committee for an assistance of 
$35.00 per month, and for an aid of $1,800.00 for the building of a church. 

April 4th, 1904, I received a letter from Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, informing me- 
that it will not be possible for the Executive Committee to take up any new 
work which will necessitate Church Extension aid in the near future. 

April 7th, 1904, Mrs. K. B. Shaffer informed me that the Executive Com- 
mittee seemed favorably inclined to take up the work. A definite answer has. 


not yet arrived. 
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April 9th, 1904, I again presented the important matter to the Executive 
Committee, and am awaiting a final answer. 

Knowing the absolute necessity of starting asecond»English Lutheran Church 
in San Francisco, I submitted a petition to the Woman’s Executive Committee, 
March 25th, 1904, asking them to take up the field either in the southeast 
or west section of the city, with an appropriation of $1,000.00 per annum. 

I regret to say that, in spite of all my communications, neither the Board 
of Home Missions nor the Woman’s Executive Committee is inclined to make 
a separate field of San Bernardino at the present time, and only if the prospect 
of growth in San Bernardino is sufficiently encouraging. Long Beach, San 
Pedro, Marysville, and Eureka seem to be promising fields which ought to be 
taken up. The Board is not averse to entering Marysville if it is favorably 
recommended. 

Brethren, we owe a debt of gratitude to the Woman’s Executive Committee 
for their deep interest and help in our California work. 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS. 


According to the resolution (page 14 of printed Minutes; page 351 of 
Protocol) to aid the Santa Barbara Mission, the Home Mission Committee 
deemed it advisable, after much correspondence, to engage Miss T. Sorensen, 
for two months, at a salary of $40.00 per month. ‘The brethren of the vicin- 
ity of Santa Barbara went there to preach and to encourage the people, and 
during the vacancy the Home Mission Committee appointed Rev. P. W. H. 
Frederick to fill the pulpit. 

Greetings were sent to the Southern California Conference, held in Red- 
lands, in September, 1903, and in. Santa Barbara, in January, 1904. 

The first convention of the Northern California Conference took place at 
St. Matthew’s German Lutheran Church, in San Francisco, October 20th to 
22d, 1903. The following officers were elected: President, Rev. Adolf 
Jatho ; Secretary, Rev. W. E. Crouser; Treasurer, Dr. G. G. Burnett. 
The second convention will be held in St. Andrew’s Church, in San Francisco, 
September, 1904. 

October 26th, 1903, I submitted a request of Rev. P. W. H. Frederick to 
the Executive Committee in reference to an increase of his appropriation. 

November 13th, 1903, Mrs. K. B. Shaffer informed me that the Executive 
Committee had increased the appropriation for Pasadena, $100.00, for the 
balance of the year. 

With deep regret I learned of the death of Mrs. A. V. Hamma, one of the 
founders of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society. We ex- 
tended our tenderest sympathy to Rev. M. W. Hamma D. D., in his great 
bereavement. May the dear Lord comfort him and give him strength to 
bear the cross which He has laid upon him. 

Convinced of the fact that a good church paper would be a great blessing 
to church people, with the help of God I undertook the difficult work of issu- 
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ing a paper, called Der Lutherische Friedensbote. This periodical of eight 
pages, neat in appearance, newsy, and well managed, is issued monthly. 

During the year I had some correspondence with Rev. R. F. Weidner, 
D. D., LL. D., President of the Lutheran Theological Seminary of Chicago, 
in regard to a Lutheran Summer School on the West Coast. I presented 
the matter to the Chairman of the Committee on the Pacific Coast Theological 
Seminary. : 

While we regret the absence of a representative of the Home Mission 
Board at this convention, we rejoice that the Foreign Mission Board will be 
represented by the General Secretary, Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D. 

And now, my dear brethren, in bringing my report to a close, permit me to 
thank you most sincerely for the honor conferred in bestowing this office upon 
me during the Synodical year. By the help of the Lord I tried to perform it 
with regard to equity, and justice, and to the glory of God. 


Respectfully submitted, HERMANN GEHRCKE. 


On motion, the report was received and referred to the proper 
committee. 
President’s Supplemental Report. 


(The following supplemental report was received from Rev. H. Gehrcke after 
lose of Synod.—Secretary) : 

. April 19th, 1904, Mrs. K. B. Shaffer informed me that the Woman’s Execu- 
tive Committee decided to take up"the work at Fresno with an appropriation 
of $400.00 per annum. 

In regard to the new work in San Francisco, the Executive Committee 
-decided to take up a new English Lutheran mission in that city at an appro- 
priation of not more than $600.00 per annum. 

Respectfully submitted, HERMAN GEHRCKE. 


The Treasurer then read his report, and, on motion, it was 
received and referred to the Auditing Committee. (See Ap- 
pendix B.) 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That a recess of fifteen minutes be taken to allow the President 


time to appoint his committees. 


Upon reconvening the following committees were announced : 


List of Committees. 
1. President's Report—Revs. P. W. H. Frederick and A. 
Jatho. 
2. Letters and Papers—Rev. J. E. Hoick and Mr. J. A. 
Bohn. 
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3. Apportionment—Rev. W. L. Remsberg and Mr. A. T. 
Lien. 

4. Absentees and Excuses—Rev. C. F, Oehler and Mr. William 
Bosbyshell. 

5. Auditing—Dr. G. G. Burnett and Mr. J. F. Reimer. 

6. Resolutions—Rev. O. H. Gruver and Mr. Samuel Focht. 

7. Devotional—Revs. G. H. Hillerman and H. J. Weaver. 

8. Excess and Deficit—Rev. F. C. Vierke and Mr, A. P. 
Crim. 

9. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. W. E. Crouser and Dr, P. S. 
Leisenring. 

10. Minutes of Conferences—Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D.,— 
and P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 


Reporters. 

Zionsbote—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

Friedensbote—Rev. H. Gehrcke. 

Observer—Rev. W. L. Remsberg. 

World—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

Lvangelist—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 

Riverside Press—Revy. J. E. Hoick. 

Riverside E-nterprise—Rev. H. J. Weaver. 

On motion, the hours of the sessions were set as follows: 9 
A. M. tO 11.45 A. M., and 2 Pp. M. to 5 P. M.; the evening ses- 
sions to open at 8 Pp. M. 

On motion, it was 

fesolved to adjourn until 3 P. M., to allow committees time to prepare their 


reports. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D. 


a ee 


SECOND SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1904, 3 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. O. H. Gruver. 
After calling of the roll, the minutes were read and — 
Greetings were received from Rev. S. Sprecher, D. D. 
LL. D., extended by his pastor, Rev. J. E. Hoick. 
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On motion of Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., a committee com- 
posed of Revs. C. F. Oehler and P. W. H. Frederick was 
appointed to prepare greetings to Dr. Sprecher. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 


Your Committee on the State of the Church beg leave to present the follow- 
ing report : 

There came into your committee’s hands fifteen statements from the various 
pastors representing the condition of their churches. These for the most part 
were carefully prepared, so as to express the life and growth of their respective 
congregations. In trying to read their lessons the following facts appear : 

1. There has been a substantial increase in the membership of our churches 
during the year, notwithstanding that three congregations reported a decrease. 

2. The work among the young people has shown itself in Sunday schools 
in each church well organized and having an attendance ranging from 50 per 
cent. to 90 per cent. There are Young People’s Societies in all the churches 
but four—two of these soon to be organized. These societies are reported as 


»» and one is characterized as 


*“active,’’ *‘ successful,’’ ‘‘ encouraging,’’ “fair, 
‘‘poor.’’? Catechetical classes for instruction in Christian doctrine were con- 
ducted in each church. Besides these there are organized in some churches 
special Bible Study Classes, Young Men’s Clubs, Young Women’s Guilds, and 
Mission Bands. All these facts indicate that our churches are wide awake to 
the importance of holding the young to and for the Church during the time of 
their most restless period and in the midst of all sorts of secular attractions. 

3. The work in our churches which has been especially delegated to the . 
women is, with one or two exceptions, in excellent condition. Such words as 
‘“best in history of church,’’ ‘‘ very good,’’ ‘‘ working well,’’ are found in 
these reports. Every pastor who has been in the work of the Church in this 
State for any time knows full well how much he has to depend upon the work 
of the noble women for support. 

4. The regular services of our churches are pretty well attended by the 
members. In nearly all the churches there are midweek prayer meetings, 
attended by from 10 per cent. to 162% per cent. of the members. 

5. The reports show that too few families of our churches take any church 
papers to make them active, intelligent members, and to keep them wide awake 
to all the best interests of our Church. 

6. The property of our churches is in good condition, and in some cases 
the indebtedness has been reduced. The weekly or monthly envelope system is 
generally used in raising money for the expenses of the church. Salaries have 
been generally paid promptly, and the debts on current expenses, when there 
are any, are reducing. 

7. The apportionment for benevolence has been raised by seven of the 
thirteen congregations. No statement is made how this money is secured or 
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whether the days recommended by the Boards are observed. It might be 
profitable for all to know how each congregation sets about to get this money, 
and how the benevolent spirit is fostered in our churches. 

8. Three young men in our congregations are preparing to enter the Luth- 
eran ministry. 

Finally, your committee report that a very encouraging condition of spiritu- 
ality and activity exists among our churches so far as they are able to judge 
from these statements received. 

Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
WILLIAM BRANDES. 


Report adopted. 


On motion, the following were at different sessions of the 
Synod granted the privilege of the floor: Revs. David Magnu- 
son, J. A. Edlund, M. J. Kline, D. D., and Alexander Eakin, 
and Mr. Henry Trautwein. 


The Report of the Committee on Parochial Reports was read 
by the Secretary in the absence of the Chairman, and adopted, 
subject to the following resolution (See Appendix D) : 


On motion of Dr. Nelander, it was 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Synod that San Bernardino be at 
present considered as a ‘‘station,’’ and that the Committee on Parochial 
Reports be instructed to revise the report to conform therewith. 


On motion, it was ordered that the President, Rev. H. Gehrcke, 
and Rev. A. Jatho be instructed to investigate the outlook for 
the work in San Bernardino and report immediately to the 
Home Mission Committee for action. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Conferences. 


Your committee would report that they examined the Minutes of Southern 
Conference and attended the meetings of Northern Conference. We find 
that two meetings of Southern Conference were held, one at Redlands in Sep- 
tember, 1903, and the other at Santa Barbara, January, 1904; while one 
meeting of Northern Conference was held in St. Matthew’s Church, San 
Francisco, Rev. H. Gehrcke, pastor, in October, 1903. These conferences 
were well attended, and must have proven a great blessing to the congrega- 
tions where held, 

The new organization at Santa Barbara was kept together during the vacancy 
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in the pastorate by supplies from members of Southern Conference, holding 
them up to their duties until the arrival of the present pastor. 

Recommendations were made by each conference to the Church Boards 
with reference to the interests of churches and their territory ; and interests 
pertaining to the general good of our church were looked after. The confer- 
ences are educational and generally helpful, and it is hoped every member of 
Synod may obey the call to these meetings and faithfully attend. They. meet 
a need in our California work, and if faithfully attended will awaken increased 
interest in Lutheranism. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
P. S. LEISENRING. 
Report adopted. 


On motion, the apportionment for Synodical Treasury for the 
ensuing year was fixed at g cents, and for Synodical Home Mis- 
sions at Io cents. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That it be made the order for Friday at 11 A. M. for the Synod’s 
visitation of the Missionary Convention. Also that the President and Dr. G. 
G. Burnett be the speakers. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the hour of 9.30 A. M., Friday, be set apart to hear the 
Report of the Committee on the Pacific Coast Theological Seminary. 


Report of Committee on North Beach Mission, San Francisco. 


Your committee appointed ‘‘to confer with the pastor and newly organized 
congregation of North Beach, San Francisco, and, upon the adoption of the 
Model Constitution of the General Synod, by said congregation, to receive it 
as a part of the California Synod’’ (see printed Minutes, page 11 ; Protocol, 
346), beg to report that said congregation did on June 8th, 1903, pass 
the following resolutions : 

SAN FRANCISCO, JUNE 8, 1903. 

Resolved, That we, the German Evangelical Lutheran St. Andrew’s congre- 
gation in San Francisco, join the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
(General Synod of the Lutheran Church in the United States), by accepting 
its Constitution and pledging ourselves to send our pastor, and, if possible, 
a lay delegate to its annual meetings. 

Resolved, That Rev. A. Jatho be authorized to inform the Synod of these 
proceedings, to submit to it our Constitution, and to apply in our name for mem- 
bership in the Synod at its next meeting. 

Louis G. THOENE, 


JacosB MAAs. 
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Agreeably to these resolutions, we heartily recommend the application 
-of this congregation to membership in the Synod of California. 
Respectfully submitted, = E. NELANDER, 
H. GEHRCKE. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


Your committee has reviewed the President’s Report and finds evidence in 
it that the work entrusted to the President of Synod, which during the year 
just passed has entailed a great amount of correspondence, has been promptly 
attended to and faithfully discharged. 

It is a matter for congratulation that new fields are opening up, and 
that thus the work of Synod is growing both in character and extent. 

The report shows that we are in danger of having to retrench our mission- 
ary activity unless continued assistance in church extension is forthcoming. 
We would, therefore, respectfully call the attention of Synod to the problem 
of establishing a more advantageous relation with the Board of Church 
Extension. 

Respectfully submitted, P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
A. JATHO. 
Report adopted. 


On motion, the time of adjournment was extended one-half an 
hour. 

Dr. Hoskinson was called to the chair, and the Committee on 
Church Extension made its report, consisting of extracts from 
communications between the President of Synod, on the one 
hand, and Rev. H. H. Weber, D. D., and Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, 
on the other, with comments thereon by the President. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. C. F. Oehler 
and unanimously adopted : 

In consideration of an agreement between the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society and the Board of Church Extension, that the latter shall 
not lend aid to any California Mission started by the former ; be it 

1. Resolved, That we, the members of the California Synod, consider such 
agreement detrimental to the progress of our missions at the present time ; and 

2. Resolved, That we implore the Board of Church Extension to reconsider 
such agreement and to come to the assistance of our needy missions wherever 


necessity commands, and where the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the General Synod cannot give such aid. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. H. Gehrcke. 
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SECOND EVENING SESSION. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1904, 8 O0’CLOCK. 
Revs. H. J. Weaver and A. Jatho assisted the pastor in con- 
ducting the services. The address of the evening was delivered 
by Rev. W. E. Crouser on ‘‘ Martin Luther, the Hero of Prot- 
estanism.’’ Special music was rendered by the German Con- 
cordia Society. 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 1904, 9 A. M. 


Synod opened with prayer by Rev. H. J. Weaver. 
After roll-call, the minutes were read and approved. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the pastor of Grace Church, San oe: be allowed to desig- 
nate a delegate from his church. 


He named Professor G. L. Hampton. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 

Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses report absent from Synod the 
following clerical members: Revs. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., S. W. 
Young, J. S. Moser, J. Schmierer, and William Brandes, and the following lay 
jelegates : Messrs. Harman F. Beier, William Betten, H. Schultz, and Professor 
G.L. Hampton, These brethren have been heard from, and we recommend 
hat they be excused. Revs. L. C. Routzahn and A. C. Delbo and Messrs. 
Gustav Kroeger and A. T. Lien are absent, but not excused. The following 
eg to leave Synod before its close, and we recommend that they be excused : 
Revs. A. Jatho and Charles F. Oehler and Messrs. J. A. Bohn and P. S. 
Leisenring, M. D. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 

WILLIAM BOSBYSHELL. 

Report adopted. 

Report of Auditing Committee. 

The committee appointed for auditing the Treasurer’s books and accounts 
espectfully report that they have examined the same, checked up the various 
tems, and find everything correct. 

Respectfully submitted, G. G. BURNETT, 
J. F. REIMER. 


Report adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 


As every religious problem is more or less a matter of education, and as no 
growth is permanent that is not an intelligent one, the crying need of syste- 
matic instruction in the activity and operations of our various Boards becomes 
apparent. 

If instead of getting ‘‘giving’’ into our brains we put brains into our giv- 
ing the problem of the apportionment is solved. 

We note with pleasure that there has been a gain in the total amount con- 
tributed, but some of the individual causes have suffered. 

We recommend that our pastors continue their systematic instruction in the 
benevolent operations of our Church, and that the special days set apart by our 
various Boards be observed as far as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 
P. S. LEISENRING. 

Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Convention. 

Your committee would report that they have examined the Minutes of last 
convention and find a few items there requiring the attention of this body. 

I. On page I2 an item calls for the expenditure of $7.50 for the purchase 
of 100 copies of Dr. David H. Bauslin’s book, ‘‘ Is the Ministry an Attractive 
Vocation ?’’ to be distributed by the pastors among the young men. Has 
this been done ? 

2. On page 15 an item calls for the remittance of the amount of deficit to 
the General Synod Treasury from the Synodical Fund, and that the churches 
in arrears be asked to make up the amount. Has this been done ? 

3. On page 21 a resolution places a special apportionment of twenty cents 
per member upon our Young People’s Societies and Sunday schools for the 
support of anew mission in this State. Has this been done ? 

Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 


} Chairman. 
Report considered sertatim. a 


Answered as follows : 

re Yes: 

2. The remittance was made to the General Synod Treasury, 
but nothing has been received from the churches to replace this 
amount. 

3. Alameda. No. 

Los Angeles. In part. 

Oakland. No; pastor on field only two months. 
Pasadena. No. 

Redlands. No. 
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Riverside. Yes. 

Sacramento (English). No. 

Sacramento (German). Yes. 

San Diego. No. 

San Francisco (English). No. 

San Francisco (St. Matthew’s). No. 

San Francisco (St. Andrew’s). No. 

San José. No. 

Santa Barbara. No; pastor on field only part of year. 


Report and answers adopted. 


Report of Committee on Pacific Coast Theological Seminary. 

Your Committee on Pacific Coast Theological Seminary beg to report as 
follows : 

Some correspondence has been had with Rev. J. A. Leas, President of the 
Pacific Synod (G. C.), relative in part to a proposed summer school in Port- 
land and in part to the larger question of a Lutheran seminary. 

In view of the present status of the question, we would propose that a com- 
mittee be appointed to meet with a like committee from the Pacific Synod, 
empowered to incorporate a theological seminary on such a basis as may 
hereafter be agreed upon. 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
C. F. OEHLER, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 


The above report pending, the Synod adjourned, with prayer 
by Rev. A. Jatho, to visit the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society’s Convention. 

Upon reconvening the time for adjournment had arrived, and 
Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 


+o 


FOURTH SESSION. 
Fripay, APRIL 22, 1904, 2 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer by Rev. F. C. Vierke. 
After the calling of the roll, the minutes were read and 


approved. 
Rey. Marion J. Kline, D. D., General Secretary of the Board of 


Foreign Missions, was then introduced to Synod and a recess of 


20 FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


five minutes taken in which to extend to him personal greetings. 

The Report of the Committee on the Pacific Coast Theological 
Seminary was then taken up, and, after éxtended discussion, 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. P. S. Leisenring the following were named 
as the Committee on the Pacific Coast Theological Seminary : 
Revs. E. Nelander, Ph. D., W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and C. F. 
Oehler, and Messrs. J. A. Bohn and G. G. Burnett. 

On motion, the order of business was changed so as to allow 
Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D., an immediate opportunity to 
address the Synod and the Missionary Convention on the work 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Convention 
then assembled with Synod, and Dr. Kline presented clearly and 
earnestly the encouragements and discouragements facing the 
Board and the missionaries in the prosecution of the work in 
India and Africa. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Education. 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ralph O. Reiner, a Senior in the University of California ; 
Mr. Henry F. Wilke, in attendance at the Anderson Academy at Irvington ; 
and Mr. B. Arfsten, Jr., now in Germany, are pursuing studies preparatory to 
a theological course, and other young men in our churches are feeling called 
to the work of the Gospel ministry, be it 

Resolved, That these young men be the object of our prayers, and that in 
every way possible we encourage all whom the Lord of the harvest calls. 


Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
H. A. GETZ. 
Report adopted. 


Greetings to Rev. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D. 

Resolved, That with profound pleasure we have received the greetings of 
our beloved father in Israel, the Rev. S. Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., in San 
Diego, presented to us through the Rev. J. E. Hoick, and that we, the mem- 
bers of the California Synod, in return send to our reverend brother our most 
sincere greetings and kindest wishes, with the prayer that our heavenly Father 
would bless him and sweeten the evening of his life with the peace that passeth 
all understanding. 


Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 


P. W. H. FREDERICK. 
Adopted. 
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On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of Synod be extended to the Board of Foreign 
Missions for sending to us Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D., to represent the 
Board before this convention and in our churches. 


On motion, the invitation extended by Rev. W. E. Crouser 
to Synod, to meet next year in Grace Lutheran Church, San 
José, was unanimously accepted. 

Two carefully prepared papers were then presented to the 
consideration of Synod, viz. : Article VI., Augsburg Confession, 
by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, and Church Benevolence, by Rev. 
H. J. Weaver. ’ 

On motion, the time for adjournment was extended one-half 
hour. 

On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the fifteen minutes following adjournment be devoted to a 
session of the Ministerium. 


Report of Delegates to General Synod. 


Your delegates to the Forty-first Convention of the General Synod, which 
met in Baltimore, Md., June 3d to 1oth, 1903, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report : 

All your delegates, viz.: Rev. William Kelly, of Oakland; Rev. J. E. 
Hoick, of San Diego; Dr. G. G. Burnett, of San Francisco; and Mr. J. C. 
Walling, of Oakland, were present during the entire convention. 

The list of delegates numbered 122 clerical and 109 lay members. The 
communicant membership reported was 209,942, an increase over the preced- 
ing biennium of 11,514, almost double the amount of increase reported for the 
former biennium. 

The reports of the various Boards showed gratifying progress along all 
lines of work, the offerings in some instances being the largest in the history 
of the work. And yet, despite this fact, it remains to say that every Board 
reported a deficiency in the apportionment, also that the present success is due 
in a considerable measure to private benefactions. Notwithstanding the 
deficiency in the apportionment, some of the Boards presented urgent appeals 
for an increase in the apportionment. After a lively discussion, the request 
for an increase of apportionment did not commend itself to the judgment of 
Synod. 

While the reports of all the Boards were surveyed with pleasure, those that 
received especial consideration were from the Board of Home Missions, 
Pastors’ Fund, and Education. The Home Mission interests showed a most 
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gratifying and encouraging advance. The consideration of the promising fields 
was most enthusiastic, the West vied with the East, and the Central States 
with both. Your delegates are glad to report that the interests of the field in 
California were earnestly presented and kindly received. Under the direction 
of a layman, the sum of $2,000.00 was raised for the Pastors’ Fund, and the 
worthy work was heartily espoused. A long step was taken in advance in the 
case of the Board of Education. It was decided to put a General Secretary in 
the field, to present in a manner similar to the other Boards the interests of 
our educational institutions. It was also resolved to make a supreme effort to 
raise a fund of $1,000,000.00 for education, that our colleges and seminaries 
might be properly equipped. 

Lutheran Unity. A marked movement is to be noted looking toward the 
spirit and practice of harmony between the three Lutheran bodies co-operating 
to that end. It was recommended that a common annual meeting be held 
between the Boards of Missions, Church Extension, and Publication to discuss 
and plan together regarding matters of interest. This tendency toward unity 
was manifest in recommendations for the issue of a weekly Sunday school 
paper, a Sunday school hymnal and service book. 

Owing to the decline in the number of students for the ministry, an earnest 
consideration of the subject was engaged in, and the pastors were urged to use 
greater efforts to induce young men to enter this holy office. 

The unity, progress, and spirit of good-fellowship that everywhere prevailed ; 
the large audiences, inspiring music, and eloquent addresses, with the bounti- 
ful hospitality of the Baltimore churches, made the Forty-first Convention of 
the General Synod one to be long remembered. 

Respectfully submitted, jp: HOCK 


G. G. BURNETT. 
Report adopted. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. W. L. Remsberg. 


an ane 


THIRD EVENING SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 1904, 8 O'CLOCK. 


The address of the evening was on ‘‘ Gustavus Adolphus, the 
Saviour of Protestantism,’’ by Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. The 
pastor was assisted in the services by Revs. J. A. Edlund and 
David Magnuson, pastors respectively of the Swedish Lutheran 
Churches in Los Angeles and Riverside. 

Rev. David Magnuson read an original translation of the 
Swedish poem, ‘‘The Meeting of Luther and Gustavus.’’ 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 23 


FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY APRIL 23, 1904, 9 A. M. 

Synod opened with prayer by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 

After roll-call, the minutes were read and approved. 

The order of business being the election of officers for the en- 
suing year, and of delegates to the Forty-second Convention of 
the General Synod, the President appointed the following 
tellers: Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and O. H. Gruver, and 
Dr 1G..G. Bumett, and Mr. A. P:.Crim. 

The election resulted in the choice of the following officers: 


President—Rev. Herbert J. Weaver. 
Secretary—Rev. George H. Hillerman. 


Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 


The election of delegates to the Forty-second Convention of 
the General Synod resulted as follows, with the number of 
ballots cast for each person affixed : 


PRINCIPALS. 

Clerical. Lay. 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman (15), Dr. G. G. Burnett (rr), 
Rey. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D. (11). Dr. P. S. Leisenring (9). 


ALTERNATES. 


Rev. Herbert J. Weaver (11), J. A. Bohn (15), 
Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. (9). William Bosbyshell (10). 


On motion, the Treasurer of Synod was ordered to pay 
the janitor of Trinity Church $5.00, for services during the 
convention. 

On motion, it was ordered that the expenses of the Treasurer, 
amounting to $6.35, be paid from the Synodical Treasury. 

On motion, the Treasurer of Synod was authorized to pay the 
Secretary $25.00, for salary for the past year. 

The Report of the Committee on Apportionment was received 
and adopted. (See Appendix A.) 
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Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


The Committee on Letters and Papers would report that there have bee 
placed in their hands : 

1. A communication from the President of the General Synod suggestir 
that our Synod “take some action forbidding ministers of our Synod fro; 
officiating at a marriage where either party has a husband or a wife living 
unless the divorce was granted on account of adultery.’’ 

2. A letter from Rev. Charles E. Hay, D. D., pastor of the Deaconess Mothe 
house at Baltimore, requesting Synod’s sympathy, counsel, prayers, co-oper 
tion, and support in the deaconess work. 

3. A letter from the Recording Secretary of the Board of Education, r 
questing Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D., to present to Synod the interests | 
that Board. 

After duly considering the same, your committee would respectfully recon 
mend the adoption of the following resolutions on : 


I. RE-MARRIAGE OF DIVORCED PERSONS. 


WHEREAS, The dissolution of the marriage relation upon insufficient ar 
unscriptural grounds is greatly increasing, thereby menacing the sanctity. 
the home and the sacredness of the marriage relation ; 

WHEREAS, Action has been taken by the ‘‘ Inter-Church Conference ¢ 
Marriage and Divorce,’’ urging ‘‘all churches to prohibit their clergy fro 
solemnizing the marriage of any party who has been divorced contrary to tl 
teachings of our Lord ;’’ therefore, be it 

Resolved, That all ministers of the California Synod are hereby forbidde 
to officiate at a marriage where either party has a husband or a wife livin, 
unless the divorce was granted on account of adultery, and then only of tl 
innocent party. 


2. DEACONESS WORK. 


WHEREAS, We are assured of the practical benefits of the work of deaco 
esses in our church activities ; 

WHEREAS, Sister Lydia Perry, a deaconess from the Motherhouse, has be 
laboring effectively among our churches for the past six months, and is prese 
at the Woman’s Missionary Convention ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That Sister Lydia Perry be presented to Synod at this time al 
invited to briefly address the brethren upon the deaconess work. 

Resolved, That we pledge our continued sympathy, prayers, and support 
this most noble church activity. 

Resolved, That, as pastors, we so present the deaconess cause to our peop! 
in public discourse and private conversation, as to enlist worthy young wom 
to dedicate their lives to the service. 
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3. BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Resolved, That the Synod listen to Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., who has 
been delegated to present the cause of the Board of Education to Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, J. B HOICK, 
Jean BO LEN: 
Considered seriatim. 


Resolution 1. Adopted. 
Resolution 2. Adopted. 
Resolution 3. Adopted. 
Adopted as a whole. 


In accordance with Resolutions z and 3, Sister Lydia Perry 
addressed the Synod on the work of the Deaconess Board ; and 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., presented the claims of the 
Board of Education. 


The Report of the Committee on Excess and Deficit was 
adopted. (See Appendix C.) 


On motion of the Secretary, it was 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Synod that Resolution 3, on Deacon- 
esses, on page 17 of the printed Minutes of the Thirteenth Annual Conven- 
tion of California Synod, means all the expenses of such a deaconess, includ- 
ing the annual remittance to the Motherhouse, and railroad fare between the 
different congregations, as well as across the continent, leaving only the main- 
tenance and incidentals to be borne by the congregation where the deaconess. 
is at labor. 


On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to transfer the 
moneys now in the Ministerial Education Fund to Synodical 
Home Missions. 


Report of Devotional Committee. 


In view of the fact that California Synod, of Jate years, seems to have de- 
parted somewhat from the pietistic conceptions of our Church, in that the 
devotional services at the opening of the sessions have taken second place in 
our regard, your committee would make the following recommendation : 

That, at least, one-half an hour at the opening of each session be set aside 
for a purely devotional service, and that this service be considered as important 
in the eyes of Synod as the business sessions themselves. 
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The following assignments have been made for the Sunday services : 

Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D. 9.30 A. M. Sunday School. 10.45 A. M. 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 3.30 P. M. Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. 7.45 P. M. Public service, Woman’s Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 11 A. M. Swedish Lutheran Church, Los An- 
geles. 7.30 P.M. First English Lutheran Church, San Diego. Mon- 
day Evening, Swedish Lutheran Church, Riverside. 

Rev. W. E. Crouser. II A. M. and 7.30 P. M. First English Lutheran 
Church, Los Angeles. 

Rev. H. Gehrcke. 11 A. M. First Lutheran Church, Redlands. 

Rev. A. Jatho. 3.2. M. First Lutheran Church, San Bernardino. 

Rev. George R. Bird. 10.45 A. M. First Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 8 Pp. M. Swedish Lutheran Church. 

Rev. J. E. Hoick. 10.45 A. M. United Brethren Church. 

Rey. O. H. Gruver. 10.45 A. M. Calvary Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. W. L. Remsberg. 10.45 A. M. Baptist Church. 7 pP. M. Luther 
League. 

Rev. H. J. Weaver. 10.45 A. M. Congregational Church. 7 P. M. Luther 
League. 

Dr. G. G. Burnett. 9.30 A. M. Sunday school. 2.30 P. M. Junior Young 
Men’s Christian Association, 


Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 

Report adopted. 

Rev. W. E. Crouser in the chair, the Home Mission Com- 
mittee presented its report. 

Time of adjournment extended ten minutes. 

The Home Mission Report pending, on motion, Synod ad- 
journed, with prayer by Rev. George R. Bird, to meet at 1.15 
P. M. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1904, 1.15 P. M. 
Synod opened with prayer. 
After calling of roll, Rev. O. H. Gruver was called to the 


chair, and Rev. H. Gehrcke submitted the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Home Missions. 
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Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


The Committee on Home Missions beg to submit the following report : 

1. San /ose.—This mission has gone through a great many difficulties, but 
is now again in a much better condition. Although the facts and figures 
given do not seem to justify this assertion, the mission in reality has gained. 
For local expenses, the mission raised $1,062.00 during the last year; $200.00 
have been paid on the church note. Sunday school work is in good shape, 
attendance increasing, and the outlook for the coming year better than 
before. 

2. Redlands and San Bernardino.—Redlands has grown in numbers and 
also spiritually, forty-three members being reported. The 20th of March the 
corner-stone of the new church building was laid, and the congregation ex- 
pects to move into the new building by the 15th of June. 

San Bernardino is not doing so well and requires more work than at the 
present time can be given to this mission. 

3. Santa Barbara.—Unfavorable circumstances made it impossible for this 
mission to make such an advance as we might have expected. The first pas- 
torleft the field very suddenly, and, although the committee had provided for 
services in this mission during the vacancy, the work was hampered consider- 
ably by this occurrence. Brother Remsberg took charge of the field the 18th 
of December, 1903, and since that time eighteen members have been added, 
Sunday school doubled, and audiences are encouraging. We hope and pray 
that, under the efficient supervision of the present pastor, the church may 
grow prosperously. 

4. San Francisco, St. Andrew’s.—This mission is more than holding its 
own. The last year has been a blessed one for the congregation. A house 
of worship has been erected and dedicated to the worship of the Triune God ; 
the value of the building is $14,000.00. Through the aid of the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society, which donated $1,500.00, and the 
strenuous efforts of the members, it was possible to pay off a good amount of 
this, and a debt of only $5,300.00 is left. Membership and attendance are 
growing, attendance much better now than ever before ; Sunday school im- 
proving splendidly ; a Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society organ- 
ized, with seventeen members; a Young People’s Society, with twenty-four 
members ; apportionment raised. 

5. Riverside.—Improvements are reported by this mission along all lines. 
Membership growing ; the new church building in good condition ; finances 
in better shape than ever before ; and the activity the best in the history of the 
church. Apportionment has been raised with excess on every item. 

6. Oakland.—The Oakland Mission is in pretty good condition, spiritually 
and financially. The membership is go in the church, 140 scholars enrolled 
in the Sunday school, and 27 in the Endeavor Society; all these, with the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, are in good condition. The 
affairs of the church are hopeful, and confidence is established. There are 
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some debts, which are being arranged for, and will be paid we hope bef 
long. The catechetical class will be confirmed on Whitsunday. 

7. Pasadena ,—The pastor reports that this mission was organized Aug 
2d, 1903, with 23 members ; since then, 11 have been received. The peo 
have been raising $11.00 a month toward salary, and have pledged to do | 
same this year, and will likely pay somewhat more; $430.00 has by 
subscribed toward a lot, and the prospect for the future is good and promisi1 

8. San Diego.—The past year has been marked by encouraging succe 
Improvements to the cost of $300.00 were made by the installation of an i 
proved heating plant. The church membership shows an increase of 9, bei 
at present 100 members. The work of the Sunday school has shown mark 
improvement in interest and attendance. All other organizations are in gc 
condition. 

While we rejoice that the outlook of these missions is good and new fie 
are opening with a bright future in view, and the Woman’s Home and Forei 
Missionary Society’s Executive Committee as well as the Board of Ho 
Missions are willing and feel inclined to take up new missions in Los A 
geles and San Francisco, it is with the greatest regret that these Boards cz 
not see their way clear to take up a field as promising as Fresno, because t 
mission may necessitate Church Extension aid in the near future, and t 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society feels itself unable to prom 
such aid, on account of too much such work on hand at the present. It 
our earnest conviction that this field should be taken up without fail. T 
mission is willing to raise $25.00 per month toward the pastor’s salary, a 
we cannot see how our Church and our Boards can refuse it. Is it not bet 
to take up fields which are ripe unto the harvest, ready to support the chu 
immediately, to organize with a membership of 70 to 100 members, and me 
efforts right away toward erecting a church of their own, than to prefer 
take up fields which necessitate hard work for many years, assistance and | 
for those years, before they are in the position to ask aid in Church Exte 
sion work ? 

Respectfully submitted, H. GEHRCKE, 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 


E. NELANDER. 
Report adopted. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Your Committee on Resolutions beg leave to present the following : 

1. Resolved, That this Synod heartily appreciates the generous recepti 
and entertainment of Trinity Lutheran Church of Riverside, and that 
express our thanks for the same to both pastor and congregation, who did 
much to make our sojourn with them pleasant and profitable. We also tha 
the choir and Concordia Society for their excellent music, and the daily pap 
of Riverside for their good reports of our proceedings. 
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2. Resolved, That this Synod, realizing the necessity of opening up new 
helds of mission work in California, and recognizing that the time has come for 
us to take up such work as a Synod and to support at least one missionary on 
our own territory, do apportion twenty cents per member on our Sunday school 
enrollment, to be raised by our Young People’s Societies and Sunday schools 
for this purpose during the present year, and that the Synodical Home Mission 
Committee be authorized to take steps to establish such a mission in the near 
future, preferably Fresno. 

3. Resolved, That this Synod endorse the efforts of the Anti-Saloon League 
n its fight against the traffic in intoxicating liquors, and that, as pastors and 
congregations, we co-operate with this organization to the purpose of estab- 
lishing true temperance. 

Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
SAMUEL FOCHT. 
Considered seriatim. 


Item 1. Adopted, and ordered read before Trinity Lutheran 
congregation on Sunday evening. 

Item 2. Adopted. 

Item 3. Adopted. 

Adopted as a whole. 

Dr. Nelander gave an oral report of the Deaconess Commit- 
fee, and this report was accepted with the understanding that the 
written report be sent to the Secretary for publication in the 


minutes. 
Report of Deaconess Committee. 

In accordance with the resolutions of last Synod to procure a Synodical 
leaconess, your committee opened correspondence with the Motherhouse in 
Baltimore with the result that the Deaconess Board kindly granted our 
equest, and, in November last, commissioned Sister Lydia Perry, a conse- 
‘rated deaconess, to aid our California churches in missionary work. Sister 
Lydia arrived in San Diego, November 29th, and here served the interests of 
yur First English Lutheran Church to best advantage. Afterward she labored 
with great fidelity in our churches at Pasadena and Los Angeles, and again n 
San Diego. 

As Sister Lydia is now ready to aid our Northern California churches, we 
‘ecommend that these churches now avail themselves of this opportunity and 
ngage the valuable services of Sister Lydia; that we extend the thanks of the 
Salifornia Synod to the Deaconess Committee of the General Synod, and to 
he Officers of the Motherhouse, for their interest shown in our particular work. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
E. NELANDER, 
H. J. WEAVER. 
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On motion of Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, it was 


Resolved, That it be a standing rule of this Synod that all pastors remain 
over Sunday, and that no arrangements be made for supplying adjacent pulpits 
without consulting the pastor /ocz. 


On motion, it was . 


Resolved, That when we adjourn we adjourn to meet in Grace Lutheran 
Church, San José, on the third Thursday after Easter, 1905, being May 11th. 


. 


The Secretary was instructed to have 500 copies of the 
minutes printed and distributed. 

The minutes were then read and approved. 

On motion, Synod adjourned with the forms prescribed by the 
General Synod. 

I hereby certify the above to be a correct report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Convention of California 
Synod. 

GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 
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MINISTERIUM. 


FIRST SESSION. 


RIVERSIDE, CaL., FriDay, APRIL 22, 1904, 5.30 P. M. 

Ministerium called to order by the President. 

Prayer by Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., Chairman of the Examining 
Committee, reported that in obedience to the order of Synod he 
- had sent for Rev. George R. Bird, and that he is present and 
ready for examination. 

On motion of Dr. Nelander, it was ordered that the applicant 
be brought before the Ministerium, and that Rev. W. S. Hoskin- 
son, D. D., be examiner on behalf of the Ministerium. 

The applicant, Rev. George R. Bird, was brought before the 
Ministerium and closely examined as to his reasons for desiring 
to enter the Lutheran ministry and as to his doctrinal fitness to 
be received. 

Moved by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., that the creden- 
tials of Rev. George R. Bird be accepted by the Ministerium, 
and that his name be entered on the roll of California Synod. 

This motion under discussion, the Ministerium adjourned, with 
prayer by Rev. O. H. Gruver, to meet after the evening 
services. 


SECOND SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 1904, 9.30 P. M. 


Ministerium called to order with twelve. pastors present. 
Prayer by Rev. W. L. Remsberg. 
After further discussion, the motion of Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
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D. D., to admit Rev. George R. Bird to the Lutheran ministry 
was carried. 

On motion, it was 

~ 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to write to the unexcused 
-clerical brethren, notifying them of our Synodical requirement concerning 
-attendance on conferences of Synod, and urging attendance or excuse. 

Minutes were read and approved. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D. 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICERS, 1904-1905. 


PRESIDENT. 
Mrs, J. E. HOICK, 1406 Third Street, San Diego, Cal. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W. E. CROUSER, 558 North Fourth Street, San José, Cal. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. GEORGE SAXTON, 5135 Maple Street, Oakland, Cal. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Miss KATE STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


THANK-OFFERING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 995 Locust Street, Riverside, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. W. S. FRY, 447 Walnut Street, Riverside, Cal. 


HISTORIAN. 
Mrs. S. E. BITTLE-MYERS, 2116 Mason Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Mrs. EMMA HAY, 315 North Vignes Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 995 Locust Street, Riverside, Cal. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


FIRST SESSION. 


RIVERSIDE, CaL., THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1904, 9.30 A. M. 
According to appointment, the first session of the Thirteenth 
Convention of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 


Society of the California Synod opened at 9.30 A. M., April 21st, 
1904, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Riverside, Cal., with the 


President, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, presiding. 

The consecration service was conducted by Mrs. Hoick. 
Theme: Carest Thou not that we perish ? 

The Secretary being absent, Mrs. W. S. Fry of Riverside, 
Cal., was elected Secretary pro tem. 
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Credentials were received, and the following delegates and 
officers were enrolled : 


Alameda—Mrs. E. Jungbluth (a. ¢.) and Mrs, Hamilton 
(@@.). 

Los Angeles—Mrs. H. Trautwein. 

Mission Band—Miss Floy M. Row. 

Riverside—Mrs, J. F. Reimer and Mrs. W. S. Fry. 


San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Mrs. F. P. Davidson (a. ¢.), 
and Miss Lou Leisenring (a. @.). 


San Francisco, English—Mrs. G. G. Burnett and Miss Jennie 
Burnett. 


Sacramento, English—Mrs. Cora Zwicker and Mrs. W. S. 
Hoskinson (@. ¢é.). 


Christian Endeavor Society 


Miss Emma Gluesing. 
Sacramento, German—Mrs. Gustav Kroeger (a. ¢.). 


Ministers wives present: Mrs. Hillerman, Mrs. Jatho, Mrs. 
Frederick, Mrs. Vierke, and Mrs. Kline, also Sister Lydia Perry. 


Other visitors: Mrs. Riener, Pasadena; Mrs. Gustav Palmer, 
Santa Barbara ; Mrs. Bosbyshell and Mrs. Winter, Los Angeles. 


After reading of Rules of Order by Secretary, the President 
declared the Convention organized. 


A very cordial greeting was then given by Mrs. Hillerman, 
and response by Miss Jennie Burnett. 


After the singing of ‘‘ From all who dwell below,’’ the Presi- 
dent then read her annual report. 


President’s Report. 

DEAR SISTERS AND Co-worKERs : With thanksgiving to God for granting 
the privilege of this meeting, your co-laborer in the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society of our beloved Lutheran Church greets you in this 
Thirteenth Annual Convention. We have not assembled for social entertain- 
ment, not merely for the purpose of renewing old acquaintances or of making 
new ones ; but to note the progress of the different phases of the work and to 
thoughtfully and prayerfully plan for increased usefulness in the future. May 
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our mingling together be both pleasant and profitable ; may it be a mount of 
inspiration, a time when we shall all be stimulated to attempt greater things 
for the Master than ever before. The fact that from year to year we meet in 
beautiful churches, which stand as monuments to woman’s effort and devotion, 
should be a cause on our behalf for great rejoicing, as well as an incentive for 
renewed zeal. 

OUR SYNODICAL WORK. 

Our field is wide, fertile, and productive ; one that is envied by many not so- 
pleasantly located. California is a much-lauded land of fruit and flower and 
sunny clime, of forest and mountain, of shore and sea-girt isle. Truly we have 
a goodly heritage ; for this Golden State possesses everything that has been 
credited to it. These many attractions present to us great spiritual opportun- 
ities, inasmuch as large numbers of people are continually coming to this 
favored clime. 

New Society.—We are happy to announce a new star in our Synodical con- 
stellation. North Beach, San Francisco, the infant church of our State, organ- 
ized a vigorous society of seventeen members on April 8th. We extend 
a cordial welcome to this new band of workers, and pray they may be richly 
rewarded as they labor with us in the vineyard of the Lord. 

During the past year it has been the earnest desire of your President to see 
societies organized in the mission congregations which are at Pasadena, Santa 
Barbara, and Redlands, as well as at North Beach. Correspondence with 
this end in view has been exchanged, and we trust the women of these con- 
gregations will follow the example of this sister church and fall in line with us. 

LEncouragements.—Several letters have been received from the various 
societies, which contain a ring of hope and cheer. Many have reorganized 
and revived their interest; others state they have received new life with the 
coming spring; while still another is glad to tell of more new members 
received this last year than during any previous year. These messages are 
encouraging and cause us to rejoice in the advancement of the work. 

Conferences.—It is an evidence of progress that two conferences are being 
held, one in the northern and one in the southern part of the State. I was 
glad to learn of the gathering in the San Francisco church in February. 

The women of the southern part of the State have been invited by the 
Southern Conference of our Synod to join with them in their fall meeting. 
Each society is requested to send a delegate and a part of the program is to 
be reserved for the women. This undoubtedly will be the means of strength- 
ening all of our workers. 

Our Funds.—We have had a very good year financially. Many of the 
societies are aiding their local churches, consequently cannot contribute for all 
the various objects as they otherwise would. Our Thank-offering was larger 
than that of the previous year, but some of the other funds have not received 
the support they deserved. 

Silver Jubilee Offering.—Apparently there has been little interest mani- 
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fested in this fund, as only a few societies contributed toward it. It is a most 
worthy object. The work in India and Africa, as well as in the home field, 
will be extended and enlarged by this SILVER JUBILEE OFFERING OF 
$25,000.00 which is being raised as an appropriate manner of celebrating the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the General Society. It is hoped that during this 
-coming year more enthusiasm will be displayed and larger contributions offered 
for this cause. 

The Bulletin.—This little paper, issued quarterly by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the General Society, will be very helpful to officers and leaders of the 
Auxiliaries. It is intended to give information regarding the work, present the 
needs, and bring the workers all over the field in communication with one 
another. 

OUR BELOVED DEAD. 

On March 2d, 1904, our whole church was caused to mourn the death of 
-one who has been interested to an exceptional degree in the work of the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society. Mrs. A. V. Hamma was a 
woman of generous spirit, broad sympathy, and enthusiastic devotion in the 
extension of the kingdom of our Lord and Master. We will bear her in last- 
ing memory, not only because of her labors as Treasurer of the General 
Society, but as the one who espoused from the beginning the work in our 
‘State. In your behalf, your President extended to Dr. Hamma the sincere 
sympathy of this Synodical Society. A place on our program has been 
reserved for a memorial service for this departed sister. 

Since our last convention a number of the officers and members of our 
-societies, who were active and earnest workers, have entered within the pearly 
gate for eternal rest. 

May the closed labors of these sisters inspire us to higher and holier aims 
-and more diligent service for the blessed Saviour. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


. Owing to the marked difference in membership in the societies, also the 
-addition of a new one, it would seem wise that a readjustment be made in 
raising the INDIA BED FuND. I would therefore recommend that each society’s 
contribution toward this fund be on the fer capita basis. 

2. Many new departments have been added to the work of the General 
Society, and I would that all might be installed in our Synodical Society. I 
believe the time is ripe for us to adopt the THANK-OFFERING DEPARTMENT, 
the object of which is to cultivate among us Gospel giving. I would recom- 
mend that a Zhank-offering Secretary be appointed who shall keep before the 
societies the work of this department and encourage proportionate giving. 


CONCLUSION, 


One of our great obstacles, and one which we lament, is the fact that there 
-are in our churches such a large number of women who do not realize a per- 
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sonal duty in reference to missionary activity. How can we reveal to them the 
great work they might do in forwarding the kingdom? It has been well said, 
“To win the heart of woman to the cause of missions is to win the family, to 
win the family is to win the nation.’’ 

Nearly sixty-seven years ago, one morning in June, two messengers, persons 
no less distinguished than the Lord Chamberlain of England and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, made their way from Windsor Palace, where William 
IV. had just breathed his last, to Kensington Palace where the Princess 
Victoria lived. They rang; they knocked for a considerable time before they 
could rouse the porter at the gate. After being admitted they desired the 
attendant to inform Princess Victoria that they wished an audience with her 
on matters of importance. After another delay the attendant returned saying, 
“<The Princess is in such a sweet sleep that she cannot be disturbed.’’ Said 
the messengers, ‘‘ We are come on business of State to the Queen and even 
her sleep must give way to that.’’ 

Dear friends, a message from one higher in authority than any messenger of 
church or State has gone forth. It has not been to a favored one, but 
to every woman whatever be her position. The message is, ‘‘ Go, disciple 
all nations.’? This message must be heard. This message must be executed. 
Some women are /fazthfully and herorcally striving to obey the command; 
others are asleep. But sleep must give place to work, indifference to interest, 
selfish ease to self-sacrifice. We sincerely hope many will come with us and 
join our ranks, whose prayer shall be: 

“Use me, God, in Thy great harvest-field, 
Which stretcheth far and wide, like a great sea ; 
The gatherers are so few, I fear the precious yield 
Will suffer loss. Oh, find a place for me.” 

In conclusion, I desire to thank you for the good-will and uniform kindness 
shown me during the past year. And now, dear friends, let us enter upon 
the work of the convention prayerfully, with heart and soul alert, then shall 
we be blessed and our meeting together will bear golden fruit in the days to 


come. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK. 


The Reports of Officers then followed. (See pages 44 and 45.) 

The Secretary then read a letter of greeting from Mrs. S. E. 
Bittle-Myers. 

Offering amounted to $2.10. 

A motion was passed that Sister Lydia Perry be elected 
an advisory member of our convention. 

Then followed sentence prayers, and ‘‘ Christ for the World ”’ 
was sung, and meeting adjourned. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


< 
THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2.45 P. M. 


Devotional services were to have been conducted by Mrs. 
Saxton, but in her absence were led by Mrs. Zwicker. 

The minutes of the preceding session were read and approved. 

The President then announced the following 


Committees : 

Auditing—Mrs. Reimer and Mrs. Zwicker. 

President's Address—Mrs. Hay and Miss jennie Burnett. 

Historian’s Report and Literature Commtttee’ s ee agate 
Fry and Miss Row. 

Letters, Greetings, Papers—Mrs. Trautwein and Miss Glue- 
sing. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Burnett and Mrs. Trautwein. 

Nominating—Mrs. Hay, Mrs. Reimer, and Mrs. Burnett. 


Reporters for Press. 

Misstonary Journal and City Papers—Mrs. Hillerman. 

Lutheran World, Evangelist, and Observer—Mts. Fry. 

Zionsbote—Mrs. Quast. 

Then followed Reports of Auxiliary Delegates. 

Encouraging reports were received from the following 
churches : 

Los Angeles, Riverside, Sacramento (English), San Fran- 
cisco (English), and San Diego. 

A written statement from the Literature Committee was then 
read by Secretary. 

Report of Delegate, Mrs. William Kelly, from Pittsburg Con- 
vention, was read by Mrs: Hillerman, and accepted. 

A very interesting paper was then given by Sister Lydia Perry 
on ‘‘ How to Interest the Individual in Missions.’’ 

Next was a paper written by Mrs. George Renschler, ‘‘ At the 
Feet of Barnabas,’’ and read by Mrs. Zwicker. 

Offering amounted to $2.11. 

Miss Jennie Burnett was then elected Treasurer fro ¢em., in 
absence of Treasurer. 
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Hymn, ‘O man of God, arise.’’ 

Sister Lydia Perry then gave an interesting and instructive: 
talk on Deaconess Work. 

After a number of short prayers, the society adjourned. 


- Qos 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 9.30 A. M. 


Devotional exercises were to have been led by Mrs. Hamilton,,. 
but, in her absence, were conducted by Mrs. Hoick. 

The minutes of preceding session were read and approved. 

A short but impressive paper was read by Miss Floy Row, 
*¢ Mission Band Work.’’ An excellent paper was then read by 
Miss Flora Knoll, ‘‘ The Thank-offering.’’ At this time a letter 
from Mrs. Alice G. Bond, Thank-offering Secretary, was read by 
Secretary. 

Hymn, ‘“‘ Saviour, sprinkle many nations.’’ 

Symposium ; 

‘‘ Our Past Success,’’ an interesting paper, written by Miss 
Kate Stuber, was read by Secretary. 

‘< Our Present Opportunity,’’ an excellent paper by Mrs. Hay, 
was beautifully read. 

Offering amounted to $1.95. 

A motion was passed that absent delegates be excused. 

A motion was passed that the papers read in this convention 
be type-written and sent to the various societies to be read. 

The members of California Synod then paid the society a visit. 

Our President, Mrs. Hoick, extended them a cordial greeting, 
and was responded to by President of Synod, Rev. H. Gehrcke, 
in which he set forth the urgent needs of a Mission at Fresno, 
and another English church at San Francisco. 

Dr. Burnett also gave a very pleasing address. 

A free-will offering was presented by members of Synod, which 
amounted to $5.00. 

After prayer by Dr. Nelander, the society adjourned. 
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FOURTH SESSION. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 3 P. M. 


A memorial service to Mrs. A. V. Hamma was held, Mrs. J. 
E. Hoick presiding. 

Hymn, ‘‘ Lead, kindly Light,’’ was sung. 

A paper, prepared by Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, was read by 


Mrs. Burnett. 
ETT 


Mrs. Almira V. Hamma. 


Mrs. Almira V. Hamma died at her home in Baltimore March 2d, 1904. 

It was with profound sorrow that the Lutheran Church in California received 
the tidings of the death of one of its best friends, Mrs. Almira V. Hamma, 
who was born in Springfield, Ohio, some sixty-three years ago. While yet in 
the bloom of her youth she gave her heart to the Lord and consecrated her 
life and talents to His service. She became the wife of Rev. M. W. 
Hamma, D. D., a consecrated young minister of the Lutheran Church, gladly 
sharing the self-denial and privations of the ministerial work. Her genial 
and sympathetic nature was keenly alive to the interests of her husband’s con- 
gregation, and to the welfare of the students of Wittenberg College. She 
made the Lutheran Church the object of her life’s work, and to advance the 
glorious truths of the Reformation was her highest ambition. After many 
years of active life, her failing health obliged her to retire from the pastoral 
work. She then devoted herself to the cause of Home Missions, and her pen 
was frequently employed in writing for our journals and papers. She advo- 
cated the mission work in California from its first inception; her interest in it 
never faltered ; her voice always pleaded for more funds and missionaries for 
California. Her efforts in Los Angeles, and her wise counsels there, were of 
great assistance to Rev. Heisler, then pastor of that church. Upon a visit to 
San Francisco she insisted upon forming a missionary society, and solicited 
Mrs. Everding and myself to assist in organizing one. She assisted us to 
form our Synodical Society, and her experience and advice were very helpful 
to me during the two presidential years that I served the society. She never 
admitted any discouraging circumstances, always looking forward with san- 
guine hope to the future. 

When Dr. Hamma became the pastor of the San Francisco church for a short 
time, she was in very feeble health, but she ignored her own illness and 
entered as enthusiastically into the pastoral work as she had formerly done, 
trying in every way to help him build up the congregation and advance its 
‘Spiritual interest. Every biennial meeting has heard her voice on behalf of our 
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missions. Never will her work be forgotten byus. ‘‘ Though dead, she yet 
speaketh.’’ Her life is left as an inspiration for us to be faithful to our work. 
Her prayers have gone up like sweet incense to the Lord. ‘For her to live 
was Christ, to die was gain.’’ 

The last few weeks of her life were devoted to writing a bulletin to the 
various Auxiliaries, giving us the latest missionary news, and planning work 
for the year ; and this was done, so I am informed, when her hand was so 
feeble that her pen was often laid down from sheer exhaustion. Her last 
messages to us were contained in that bulletin. She was found at her life’s: 
close ‘* about her Master’s business,’’ diligently engaged in it, fervent in: 
spirit, serving Him whom she adored. What an example her life should be 
for us who remain to take up her work and press forward to a glorious success 
without faltering, trusting, as she did, in the Lord for strength, and then at 
the close of ozy lives it may be said of us as we say of her, ‘‘ Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord, for they rest from their labors, and their works do. 
follow them.”’ 

Her remains were taken to her native city, and there they rest to await the 
glorious resurrection morning. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. SUSAN EUSTIS BITTLE-MYERS. 


Prayer was offered by Mrs. Hillerman, and hymn, ‘‘ Nearer, 
my God, to Thee,’’ was sung. 

A paper was then read by Mrs. Burnett, giving her personal 
knowledge of the deceased. 

The minutes of preceding session were then read and approved. 

The following committees then submitted reports, which were 
adopted : 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


Your committee to whom was referred the President’s Report beg leave 
to submit the following : 

We find the report full of cheering intelligence, referring as it does to the 
advance and progress of local societies, the establishment of new ones, the 
two conferences of the extremes of the State, the increase of benevolence,. 
the literature of the societies, and the losses sustained by death during the 
past year. 

The suggestions made are especially fruitful of thought, and we congratu- 
late our President on the full and complete report she has presented, and trust 
that her active interest may long continue in the promotion of earnest, faithful. 
work among our local societies. 

Respectfully submitted, Miss JENNIE P. BURNETT, 
Mrs. EMMA HAY. 
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Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

The committee appointed for that purpose submit the following : 

1. Resolved, That we acknowledge our gratitude to our heavenly Father 
for His kindness to us during the past year. 

2. Resolved, That we rejoice over the increase of missions and Missionary 
Societies in our State. 

3. Resolved, That we regret the absence of so many of the officers of our 
society, and hope at future conventions we may have a better representation. 

4. Resolved, That we are glad to have our deaconess, Sister Lydia, with us 
at this time, and trust she may be able to greatly increase our membership 
through the ministrations of her office. 

5. Resolved, That we regret the unavoidable absence of our Historian, Mrs. 
S. E. Bittle-Myers, for from her long experience in church work she is of great 
assistance to the meetings of our conventions. 

6. Resolved, That we realize in the death of our well-known and beloved 
friend, Mrs. A. V. Hamma, that our church has lost one who always had a 
deep interest in the work of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society, and we suggest that a letter of sympathy be sent to Rev. M. W. 
Hamma, D. D., from this convention. 

7. Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be conveyed to the pastor 
and his wife and congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church in Riverside for 
this opportunity they have given us of enjoyment, entertainment, and pleasant 
memories of our visit. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. G. BURNETT, 
Mrs. H. TRAUTWEIN. 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greetings, and Papers. 
Greetings received from Mrs. Kelly, who represented the General Synod at 
Pittsburg. She regrets very much that she was not able to be with us, but sent 
a written report, which was read by Mrs. Hillerman. 
Mrs. Bittle-Myers sent a letter of greetings, and on account of ill health 
presented her resignation as the Historian of the society. 
A letter from Mrs. Alice G. Bond was read, telling about the mite boxes 
and thank-offerings. 
A paper on ‘‘ How to Interest the Individual in Missions’’ was read by Miss 
Lydia Perry. Instances were given of how interest is created. 
Mrs. E. O. Hay, read a paper on ‘‘ Present Opportunity,’’ in which lack of 
interest seemed to be our weakest point. 
A paper was read by Miss Floy M. Row, in which she spoke of the progress of 
the As EF. C.:0rAd] for Christ, Mission Band, of Los Angeles. 
A paper was then read by Miss Flora Knoll on ‘‘ Thank-offerings,’’? which 
was appreciated by all. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. H. TRAUTWEIN, 
Miss EMMA GLUESING. 
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Report of Auditing Committee. 
Having carefully examined the Treasurer’s Report and vouchers, we find 
that, with a few changes, the report will be ready for publication. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 
Mrs. C. E. ZWICKER. 


Report of Committee on Literature Committee’s Report and Historian’s 
Report. 

We find the Literature Committee has circulated ninety-five tracts, written 
nineteen letters, and sent out Thank-offering boxes. 

The following societies have contributed toward the work: Oakland, 
Riverside, First Church, San Francisco; St. Matthew’s, German, San 
Francisco ; German, Sacramento. 

We find this committee $2.05 in arrears, and would recommend each 
society to take a deeper interest in this work and forward the small amount of 
twenty-five cents that is asked of each society. 

Wealso find Historian’s Report complete in every way, and duly appreciate 
the labors of one who has toiled so faithfully in the work of the Lutheran 
Church. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W. S. FRY, 
Miss FLOY M. ROW. 


Mrs. Hoick then gave a short talk on the India Bed Fund, 
suggesting a new method of raising this fund. 

On motion, the apportionment of this fund was changed and 
each member in our Synodical Society is assessed twenty cents. 

A motion was passed that we have a Thank-offering Secretary 
appointed from Literature Committee. 

The President appointed Mrs. Hillerman. 

An invitation from Synod was then accepted to hear the 
address of Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D. 

An invitation to meet at San José in 1905 was accepted. 

The following bills were presented and ordered paid : 


President’s railroad traveling and postage... ............20 se eeeee B10 65 
Beitr IL) Sp LOOTAMIMES peed colt aala\aiel 9 alayel ate ale) els) lelela eel = i's 2 ale sieleleisie's'e 2 50 
Corresponding Secretary’s expenses... ..........-ee eee eee ee renee 4 00 
RlastonriinySKeXPENSEsie, Wy. cies «le oles crdla wie Halace cleus Wietcidatene! aaales «ele 2 00 
leiterature Comimittee?s) CX DENSES). .us)e.+ |<) sineay-la ake ciel leaner acveys ss. os 2 05 

THINS lbGec OG BOBO Of emia Coe cotanO DOU Ona nao Dormer raee $21 20 


A vote of thanks was tendered Treasurer for the donation of 
her services. 
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Hymn, ‘‘ Lord, send Thy word, and let it fly.’”’ 

Election of officers followed. (See title page. ) 

Election of delegate to the General Synod resulted in Mrs. 
Hillerman as delegate and Mrs. Burnett as alternate. 

A motion was passed to select the Literature Committee from 
Los Angeles and Riverside. 

The minutes of the meeting were then read and approved. 

Mrs. Hoick then made a few closing remarks. 

The convention then closed with the doxology. 


—————_—_——_-@——___—_— 


EVENING SERVICE. 


SunDAY, APRIL 24, 8 O'CLOCK. 
Organ prelude. 


Anthem by choir. 
Scripture, Mrs. Hoick. 
Prayer, Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 
Hymn No. 336, ‘‘ Hasten, Lord, the glorious time.”’ 
‘‘ Home Missions,’’ address by Mrs. G. G. Burnett. 
Solo, ‘‘ Nothing but Leaves,’’ Rev. W. L. Remsberg. 
‘¢ Foreign Missions,’’ address by Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D. 
Offering. . 
Hymn No. 344, ‘‘ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.’’ 
Benediction. 
Mrs. W. S. FRY, 
Secretary pro tem. 


+e 


FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


L give and bequeath to the Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, 
and request my executor or administrator to pay to said corporation said 
amount at the settlement of my estate. 

L hereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
United States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate : 

, to have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—San Francisco, Cal. 
Time—May 2, 1906. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


Wednesday... » 


7.45 P. M,.—SYNODICAL SERMON (BY THE PRESIDENT). 
HOLY COMMUNION. 


Thursday. 
Q A. M.—DEVOTIONAL SERVICES. 
Principal, Alternate. 
Rev. CHARLES F. OEHLER. Rev. J. E. HOICK. 
2 P, M.—DEVOTIONAL SERVICES. 
Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER. Rev. GEORGE R. BIRD. 
7.45 P. M.—‘‘OUR POSSIBILITIES,’’ 
‘© AT HOME.”’ 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, D. D. Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. 
‘ABROAD,’ 
Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER. Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER. 
Friday. 


g A. M.—DEVOTIONAL SERVICES. 
Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. Rev. WILLIAM BRANDES. 


2 P. M.—DEVOTIONAL SERVICES. 
Rev, A. E, DEITZ. Rev: LUTZ HORN. 


3 P. M.—DOCTRINAL—ARTICLE IX. OF AUGSBURG CONFESSION. 


Rev. WILSON L. REMSBERG. Rev. H. S. FEIX. 
7.45 P. M.—‘‘THE NEEDS OF OUR STATE,’’ 
Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. Rev. A. JATHO. 


**‘OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.”’ 
Rey. EDWIN H. HADLOCK, Pu. D. Rev. CHARLES F, OEHLER. 


Saturday. 


g A. M.—DEVOTIONAL SERVICES. 
Rev. E. NELANDER, Pu. D. Rey. W. H. NAFFZIGER. 


A COMPLETE, THOUGH ABRIDGED, REPORT 


OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


HELD IN 


SAN JOSE, MAY 11-13, 1905. 


All resolutions and reports appearing herein were adopted by Synod, and constitute all 
the business intended for publication. Unabridged minutes in Protocol. SECRETARY. 


San José, Cat., THurspay, May 11, 1905, 8 P. M. 
The Fifteenth Annual Convention of California Synod assem- 
bled in Grace Lutheran Church, San José, Cal., Rev. W. E. 


Crouser, pastor. 
The Synodical Sermon by the President, Rev. H. J. Weaver, 


was on ‘‘ The Fellowship of Jesus’’ (1 Cor. i. 9). 
Synodical Communion followed. 


Fripay, MAy 12, 1905, 9 A. M. 
One half-hour devotional service led by Rev. W. S. Hoskin- 


son, D. D. 
Synod opened with prescribed forms by the President. 
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Synodical Roll. 


is a 
£4 

a 2 CLERICAL. ADDRESS, LAY. 
Re 
ae 
<3) 
1836|Samuel Sprecher, D. D., 
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1874|George R. Bird, D. D.,a. e.|Los Angeles...... No delegate. 
1877| Wilson L. Remsberg, ¢ .|Santa Barbara. .../Charles Beier, a. ¢. 
1877|Jacob S. Moser, a. ¢....... Washington, D. C.|No charge. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., | 

Dy Diy Gra re be 38 ag Sacramento...... Samuel Focht. 
1880|Henry S; Feix,*.. ....,.2. Los Angeles... ...|No charge. 
1881/John Schmierer, a. ¢,..... Monrovia........ No charge. 
1885/L. C. Routzahn, Or aean tees Arroyo Grande... .|No charge. 
1887|Adolf Jatho, ¢............ Oaklandi- ene. .- Ernst Jatho. 
1888|Charles F, Oehler......... Sacramento...... Gustav Kroeger, a. e. 
1889|Edward Nelander, Ph. D..|San Francisco. ...|No delegate. 
1889| William Brandes, ¢........ Alameda. oo. hiled | William Betten, a. e. 
1890] William H. Naffziger,t....|Santa Cruz....... No charge. 
1891|Archibald E. Deitz,t...... Riverside.. ...... Alfred D. Roeder, a. ¢ 
1892/Hermann Gehrcke, ¢...... San Francisco ..../John Bruns. 
5802\OscartH. (Gruvers anes oe Oakland 327. oc: J. A. Bohn, e. 
1893|Edwin H. Hadlock, Ph. D.fjSan Francisco..../Dr. G. G. Burnett. 
1894'Herbert J. Weaver........ Los mee eae She: Bosbyshell, a. e. 
1894|John Edward Hoick....... San Diego.. .|P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
1896|George H. Hillerman...... Redlandsi coe ci: S. A. Phillippy, a. e. 
1898| William E. Crouser....... Sansjoses. ean Theodor Koenig. 
1898|Lutz Horn, a. ¢., ||........ Fresno 2. No delegate. 
1898|Arthur C. Delbo, a........ BANNING. pat eae No charge. 
1900'P. W. H. Frederick....... Pasadena........ A. T. Lien, a. e. 


a.é, Absent and excused. é. Excused before close of Synod. 
a, Absent and unexcused for two years, and name dropped from roll. 

* Received from German Evangelical Synod of North America. 

+ Received from East Ohio Synod. 


{| Received from Congregational Church. 


t Received from Franckean Synod. 
|| Received from Wartburg Synod. 


President’s Report. 


**Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ.’”’ Amen. 

Beloved Brethren of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California: An- 
other year of service and sacrifice, of opportunities and responsibilities, of 
duties done and of victories won, has passed into history. We are gathered 
in this our Fifteenth Annual Convention to transact the business devolving 
upon us and for mutual encouragement and inspiration. 

In accordance with the requirements of our Constitution, I herewith submit 


. 
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a report of my official acts, together with such other items of interest and im- 
portance as should claim the attention of Synod. 


I. ADMISSIONS. 


Rev. Lutz Horn presented a letter of dismission from the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Wartburg Synod, dated September 22d, 1904, and his name was placed 
on our clerical roll as pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Wartburg Church of 
Fresno. : 

Rey. A. E. Deitz, a member of the Franckean Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, presented a letter of honorable dismissal, dated December 
igth, 1904, and his name was ordered placed on our clerical roll as pastor of 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Riverside. 

J. Philip Anshutz, a young man of Lutheran parentage, educated at Prince- 
ton in the classics and also in theology, made application for a license to 


preach the Gospel. He was referred to Rev. C. F. Oehler, Chairman of the 


Examining Committee. On Thursday, December 29th, 1904, he was examined 
by Revs. Oehler, Nelander, and Hoskinson, the last acting for Rev. Hoick, and 
was recommended for ad zuterinz licensure. 

Brother J. Philip Anshutz was therefore granted an ad interim license on 
January 3d, 1905, according to Article V., Sec. 1, page 4, of our Synodical 
Constitution. 

Il, DISMISSALS. 

Rev. J. Philip Anshutz was, at his own request, dismissed on January 3d, 
1905, to the Rocky Mountain Synod, and his name was placed on their clerical 
roll February 15th, 1905, as pastor at Pueblo, Col. 

Rev. F. C. Vierke was, at his own request, granted a letter of dismission, 
February 3d, 1905, to unite with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the 


Pacific. 
III, RESIGNATIONS. 


Rev. F. C. Vierke notified me, June 9th, 1904, that his relation as pastor of 
the First Lutheran Church of Redlands was that day severed. 

Rev. George H. Hillerman resigned the pastorate of Trinity Church, River- 
side, August 28th, 1904, to take effect September 30th, 1904, and on the same 
day accepted a call to the First Lutheran Church of Redlands, beginning his 
labors there as pastor October Ist, 1904. 

Rey. E. Nelander, Ph. D., wrote me December 6th, 1904, that he had re- 
signed the pastoral charge of the First English Lutheran Church of San Fran- 
cisco, to take effect on December 15th, 1904. 


IV. INSTALLATIONS. 


Fresno, - October 23d, 1904, Rev. Lutz Horn was installed as pastor of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Wartburg Church, Rev. Hermann Gehrcke delivering the 
charges to both pastor and people and conducting the liturgical service. 

Redlands. November 27th, 1904, Rey. George H. Hillerman was installed 
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as pastor of the First Lutheran Church by the President, who delivered 
charges to pastor and people at the vesper service. 

Riverside. January 8th, 1905, Rev. A. E. Deitz, who took charge of Trinity 
Lutheran Church December Ist, 1904, was installed as its pastor. Rev. George 
H. Hillerman delivered the charge to the pastor at the morning service and 
the President preached to the congregation in the evening, when the service of 
installation took place. ; 
V. SETTING-APART SERVICE. 

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Redlands, Rev. George H. Hil- 4 
lerman, pastor, was set apart for divine worship on Sunday, November 27th, 
1904. The President preached the sermon of consecration at the morning 
service. The formal dedication will be postponed until the debts are all pro- 
vided for. The building, erected under the pastorate of Rev. F. C. Vierke, is: 
a neat, substantial, churchly edifice, capable of seating four hundred people, 
and costing $5,500.00, exclusive of the lot. The Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society contributed $2,000.00. 


VI. NEW MISSIONS, 


Los Angeles. It was the President’s privilege to appear personally before 
the Woman’s Executive Committee at its August (1904) meeting in Spring- 
field, Ohio, to express the thanks of our Synod for their generous support of 
our missions, not only in the salaries of pastors, but also in the large amounts. 
given toward the erection of buildings. At this meeting the committee 
decided to make an appropriation of $300.00 per year to new work in Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, provided that the California Synod, through its 
Home Mission Committee, would appropriate a like amount annually to this. 
work, This the Home Mission Committee did, voting $300.00 to be paid out 
of the Sunday school and Young People’s Home Mission Fund. 

Rev. George R. Bird was commissioned as missionary and began his labors. 
in Los Angeles in September, 1904. | 

fresno. Rev. Hermann Gehrcke, the member of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee to whom this new field was especially committed, preached a number of 
times to the Lutherans of Fresno during the summer months, thus encouraging 
and holding them together until a pastor could be secured. In September, 
1904, Rev. Lutz Horn accepted a commission to this field, and entered upon 
his labors September 20th, 1904. 

San Francisco. Realizing the importance of the new English mission 
which the Woman’s Executive Committee had decided to support, we made 
haste slowly in securing a missionary to inaugurate the work. It was late in 
the year 1904 when we learned of the availability of Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 
Recommendations were immediately sent to the Board of Home Missions and 
the Woman’s Executive Committee, and Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., received 
a commission, which he accepted, and entered upon his duties as missionary 
December 15th, 1904. 
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VII. RECOMMENDATIONS, : 

Whereas, the General Synod at Baltimore has defined the territory of the 
Nachusa Lutheran Orphanage (and our State is in that territory), I recom- 
mend that our churches and Sunday schools, which contribute to the support 
of orphaas, send contributions to the Lutheran Orphanage at Nachusa, III. 

Whereas, Rev. J. G. M. Hursh, Secretary of the Nachusa Lutheran 
Orphanage, requests the election of two Directors, I recommend that the Senior 
Clerical and Senior Lay Delegates to the General Synod be considered Directors 
of said Orphanage for a period of two years, or until delegates are again elected 


to General Synod. 
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS. 


Visit of Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D. An inspiration, a blessing, and a 
benediction was the presence of Rev. Marion J. Kline, D. D., in each of our 
churches just after the last meeting of Synod. This was, we believe, the first 
visit of a Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions to our coast; may it not 
be the last. 

kev. Henry S. Feix. On June 29th, 1904, Rev. Henry S. Feix presented 
a letter of honorable dismissal from the German Evangelical Synod of North 
America and made application for membership in our Synod. This applica- 
tion is respectfully referred to the Ministerium. 

Lew Organ. In the First Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, on May 15th, 
1904, there was used for the first time a new pipe-organ, costing over 
$2,500.00, including the electric motor. 

Death of Dr. Wolf. On Tuesday, January 10th, 1905, at his home, in Get- 
tysburg, Pa., Rev. Edmund J. Wolf, D. D., President of the General Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, passed into the immediate presence of his 
Saviour, whom he loved and whom he served. Our Church has not only lost 
her presiding officer, but a teacher, a scholar, an author, and a ‘preacher of 
eminent ability. ‘‘ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them.’’ 

First Church, San Francisco. February t9th, 1905, I received from 
Brother J. W. Fricke a copy of resolutions passed by the congregation of the 
First English Lutheran Church of San Francisco on February 12th, 1905, to 
the effect that, ‘‘ Whereas they had enjoyed the privilege of the ministrations 
of Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D., for several weeks, and Dr. Hadlock had 
given full evidence of his fitness and ability to serve them, that they invite him 
to apply to the California Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church for ad- 
mission, and in the meantime, pending the result of his application, to act as 
temporary pastor ; and as soon as he is qualified as a member of our California 
Synod they will give him the call to this church.” 

In response to several inquiries as to the possibility of the Examining Com- 
mittee taking action on an application that Dr. Hadlock might make, I have 
replied that the Examining Committee has no jurisdiction in this case, and. 
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that any ordained minister-who desires membership in this Synod must appear 
in person before the Ministerium. (See Article VI., Section 3, of Constitution 
of California Synod. ) ‘ 

Protest of California Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana 
Synod. On the 8th day of May, 1905, I received from Rev. C. M. Esbjorn 
and Rev. A. J. Rodell, respectively President and Secretary of the California 
Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod, a copy ofa resolu- 
tion passed by said conference at its convention held in San José, February 
15th, 1905, in which a vigorous protest is made against a member of our Synod, 
who, it is alleged, has made an ‘‘ unwarranted intrusion into the legitimate 
field of the Augustana Synod.’’ I respectfully refer this resolution to the con- 
sideration of Synod. 

Conclusion. With gratitude to God for all His blessings to us and to all 
our churches, and looking forward with eyes of faith to the ever-widening 
prospects and possibilities, and believing with President Roosevelt that ‘‘ the 
Lutheran Church in this country is destined to be one of two or three greatest 
and most important national churches in the United States ; one of the two or 
three churches most distinctively American ; most distinctively among the forces 
that are to tell for making this great country greater in the future ;’’ let us press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 


Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
President. 
Report referred to proper committee. 


Advisory members elected: Chaplain O. C. Miller, Revs. 
Emil Meyer, A. J. Hartsock, and J. C. Pedersen. 


Treasurer’s Report read and referred to Auditing Committee. 
(See Appendix B.) 


Report of Deaconess Committee. 


The Synodical Deaconess has rendered faithful and efficient services during 
the past year as follows : 

San Francisco, English, April 24th to September Ist. Oakland, September 
Ist to October 14th. Sacramento, English, October 14th to December roth. 
Vacation, December 19th to January Ist. Oakland, January 1st to February 
2oth. San José, February 20th to April roth. As no ‘‘call’’ came for 
the services of the deaconess after the conclusion of her labors at San José, she 
returned to the Motherhouse. 

Your committee offers the followiug resolutions : 

Resolved, That we place on record our hearty endorsement of the work in- 
augurated by the Deaconess Board, especially our high appreciation of the 
faithful and loving services of Sister Lydia Perry amongst the churches of our 
Synod. 
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Resolved, That we pledge our continued sympathy, prayers, and support to 
this most noble church activity. 
Respectfully submitted, [eat Oleke 
Jee | Ve EKO), 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Convention. 

Your committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the last convention of 
‘California Synod beg leave to report the following items as requiring the 
attention of this body : 

I. On page 14 we learn that a committee was appointed ‘‘ to investigate the 
outlook for work in San Bernardino and report immediately to the Home Mis- 
sion Committee for action.’’ Has this been done ? 

2. On page 16 a resolution is recorded deploring the attitude of the Board 
-of Church Extension to the missions established by the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society, and imploring the Board’s re-consideration of their 
action in this matter. Has the Board of Church Extension acceded to our , 
prayer? 

3. On page 29 is a resolution providing for the appointment of a missionary 
on our territory to be supported by this Synod, and also authorizing the 
apportionment of twenty cents per member on our Sunday schools to be raised 
by them in conjunction with our Young People’s Societies. Has this been 
done ? 


Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
WILLIAM BRANDES. 

(Note in Protocol by the Secretary. ) 

Considered serzatim. 

oa) eS: 

2. Resolved, That the matters referred to in this question be 
put in the hands of a special committee of five, who shall pre- 
pare a communication to be sent to the Board of Church Exten- 
sion and to the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society. 

3. Yes, and Los Angeles is the new mission field. 


List of Committees. 
1. President's Report—Revs. W. S. Hoskinson,,D. D., and 
A. Jatho. 
2. Letters and Papers—Revs. C. F. Oehler and J. E. Hoick. 
3. Apportionment—Rev. O, H. Gruver and P. S. Leisen- 
ring, M. D. 
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4. Absentees and Excuses —Rev. Hermann Gehrcke and’ 
Mr. J. A. Bohn. 

5. Auditing—G. G. Burnett, M. D.,and Mr. Ernest Jatho. 

6. Resolutions—Rev. J. E. Hoick and Mr. Samuel Focht. 

7. Devotional—Revs. William Crouser and O. H. Gruver. 

8. Excess and Defictt—Revs. A. E. Deitz and P. W. H. 
Frederick. 

g. Systematic Beneficence—Rev. W. 1.. Remsberg and Mr.. 
William Bosbyshell. é 

10. Minutes of Conferences—Rev. W. Brandes and Mr.. 


Charles Beier. 
Reporters. 


Observer—Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 

World—Dr. G. G. Burnett. 

Evangelist—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D. 

Zionsbote—Rev. C. F. Oehler. 

Friedensbote—Rev. H. Gehrcke. 

City Papers—Revs. William Crouser and W. L. Remsberg. 

Hours for business sessions for Synod: From 9 A. M. to 12 M.,. 
and from 2 P. M. to 5 P. M. 

Reading Parochial Reports. 

Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. William Brandes. 


+o 


Fripay, May 12, 1905, 2 P. M. 

One half-hour devotional service led by Rev. E. Nelander,,. 
Ph. D. 

Roll call. 

Reading and approval of minutes. 

Committee to prepare communication to the Board of Church 
Extension and to the Executive Committee of the Woman’s. 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society : Revs. C. F. Oehler, J. 
E. Hoick, W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., and G. G. Burnett, Phar. 
D., and P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 

Reading of a paper on Articles VII. and VIII., Augsburg 
Confession, by Rev. J. E. Hoick, San Diego. 
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Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


The Committee on Home Missions herewith submits its annual report, giv- 
‘ing the most important facts as gleaned from the reports of the pastors. The 
-order is that in which the reports were received by the Chairman of the 
-committee : 

1. Redlands and San Bernardino.—In Redlands, during the past year, was 
witnessed the erection of a church edifice, begun under Pastor Vierke, and 
completed under Pastor Hillerman. The building and lot cost $7,000.00. 
On this there is an indebtedness of $3,000.00. There were 17 losses and 18 
-accessions in the year ending March 31st, 1905. Sunday school has grown 
from 30 to 80, with an average attendance of 50. A Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society has been organized with 17 members. Attend- 
-ance at prayer méeting and at the Sunday services is very encouraging. 

San Bernardino, considered at the last meeting of Synod as a station of the 
Redlands charge, was visited by Brothers Gehrcke and Jatho as a_ special 
-committee on April 24th, 1904. They report in substance that ‘‘ there are 
a good many German and English people who could be gathered with little 
-effort by the right man. The outlook for the establishing of a Lutheran 
Church is encouraging, but the field needs a good, energetic man for itself.” 

A communication, dated May 8th, 1904, signed by Rev. F. C. Vierke and 
four Lutherans of San Bernardino, asks that they be given a pastor who 
can preach in both German and English languages and who will devote all his 
time to them. 

The Board of Home Missions and the Woman’s Executive Committee have 
not deemed the outlook sufficiently promising to warrant the commission of a 
missionary whose time shall be wholly occupied with San Bernardino. It is 
hoped that it may beserved in connection with some adjacent church. In the 
meantime we recommend that the pastor at Redlands have oversight of this 
-station. 

2. St. Mark’s, Los Angeles.—Rev. George R. Bird began preaching in 
Lindley Hall in September, 1904, but, not meeting with encouragement, trans- 
ferred to 125 West Thirty-eighth Street, where, on December 4th, 1904, St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church was organized. The charter roll, which was closed 
-on Easter Sunday, contains eighteen names. There are g families in the 
new church and 19 families in the neighborhood which are interested. <A 
‘Sunday school and a Ladies’ Aid Society have been organized. The pastor 
hopes soon to buy a lot and build a chapel, of which the total cost is to be 
$2,500.00. 

Pastor Bird has found it impossible to organize the work in Long Beach, at 
the same time he is inaugurating the work in Los Angeles. It is hoped, how- 

-ever, that this field may be organized soon, possibly in connection with San 
Pedro, which is contiguous. 

3. San Francisco, New Mission.—Dr. Nelander reports that, after some 
preparatory work, the first service was held on New Year’s day. The audi- 
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ence numbered over 300. Since then regular services have been conducted, 
either at Mechanics’ Pavilion, or Excelsior Hall, on Mission Street. On the 
suggestion of Rev. A. Stewart Hartman, D. D., the organization was not 
effected until after Easter, as a larger showing of charter members will give 
prestige to the work. Services, Young People’s meetings, and Sunday school 
are all promising. 

4. Fresno.—Rev. Lutz Horn, since September, 1904, has been an indefatiga- 
ble worker in the organization and for the development of the Wartburg Church.. 
He has secured $300.00 in subscriptions, and two well-situated lots have been. 
bought for a church building. He has appealed to the Board of Church 
Extension for aid, and his appeals have been heartily endorsed by the mem- 
bers of the Home Mission Committee. A delay, however, in securing a 
promise of aid has greatly discouraged the members. ; 

5. San Jose.—Rev. W. E. Crouser reports that Grace Lutheran Church has 
paid $100.00 on interest-bearing debt, and that the total contributions for the 
year will reach $1,200.00. 

Fourteen persons have united with the church since last April. The Sun- 
day school, and Young People’s, Ladies’ Aid, and Missionary Societies are all 
flourishing. 

6. Riverside.—Rev. George H. Hillerman was pastor up to September, 
1904, andRev. A. E. Deitz since December Ist, 1904. Present membership 
is 54. Average attendance Sunday morning, 50; evening, 30. The Sunday 
school has an enrollment of 95, with average attendance of 70, and is one of 
the most satisfactory departments of the work. Luther League has 20 mem- 
bers, and Missionary Society 32. Full apportionment is raised. This church 
has lost considerable strength by removals, but hopes to regain by additions 
in the near future. 

7. Santa Barbara.—Pastor Remsberg writes that many of his members are 
* more faithful and regular in attendance than they were formerly, and that 
there is more real devotion to Christ and His service. There are now 36 
members—an increase of 12 over last year. A Christian Endeavor Society 
has recently been organized. God is with us. There seems to be many indi- 
cations of His presence and helpfulness. 

8. San Diego.—Rev. J. E. Hoick writes: ‘‘Our work is in better condi- 
tion than ever before. Among the encouraging features are increased attend- 
ance at both morning and evening worship ; good financial condition—salaries 
all paid and apportionment raised in full; also increased activity in the 
Sunday school and Ladies’ Aid Society. Fourteen new members were received. 
during the year. By reason of 2 deaths, 5 dismissals by letter, and 7 re- 
movals the membership same as reported last year.’’ 

9. Pasadena,—Rev. P. W. H. Frederick reports 50 members, 52 enrolled: 
in Sunday school, and 15 members in newly organized Luther League. 
Trinity Church has paid off all floating indebtedness, and is beginning to raise- 
money for erection of a Sunday school room, which will serve for church for- 
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the present. They hope to raise $2,000.00 in Pasadena, which, with $1,000.00 
from the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, will enable them 
to erect a $3,000.00 building on their well-chosen lot. The tirst confirmation 
class of eight young people was confirmed on Palm Sunday. : 

10. St. Andrew's, San Francisco.—Under the leadership of Rev. A. Jatho, 
_ this mission has paid off $1,300.00 on its indebtedness during the past year. 
The church has assumed more of the-support of their pastor. Membership has 
increased from 32 to 54. Ladies’ Aid Society numbers 94. Young People’s 
Society has over 30 members. The majority of the members have a deep 
interest in the work of the church, and the progress is very encouraging. 

11. Alameda.—Rev. W. Brandes reports: ‘‘ Alameda Mission is in a good 
condition, both financial and spiritual. Membership 72, increase of 7. Sun- 
day school, 57. Attendance during the last two months was better than ever 
before. Ladies’ Aid and Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
are very active. There is also a flourishing Young People’s Society con- 
nected with the church.”’ 

12. Oakland.—Twenty-six members have been added to the church. 
Apportionment has been paid in full. Easter offering was $150.00, which 
was larger than for a number of years. Local expenses are paid promptly. 
Rev. O. H. Gruver is greatly encouraged. 

Three men have received commissions during the past year as missionaries 
in new fields, and other fields are white unto the harvest. Lutherans in Santa 
Cruz, Watsonville, Eureka, Ferndale, Stockton, Chico, Long Beach, Berke- 
ley, San Pedro, and the unchurched Germans of Los Angeles all need con- 
sideration at our hands. 

Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
HERMAN GEHRCKE, 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 


Report of Committee on Parochial Reports. 


Adopted, with thanks to the Chairman. (See Appendix D. ) 

Work of the American Sunday School Union, presented by 
Mr. D. W. Anderson. 

Committee on Applications of Churches for Membership in 
California Synod—Revs. H. Gehrcke, W. L. Remsberg, and 
W. Hz. Naffziger. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


We have heard and read with much interest the President’s Report, and are 
glad to note the ring of cheer and hopefulness with reference to our California 
work. There has been considerable changing among our ministry during the 
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year, some going, others coming, showing a little unrest ; but we notice with 
gratitude to God a steady progress in the churches of our Synod. 

We note recommendations : 

1. With reference to the support of the Nachusa Orphanage, and also con- 
cerning appointment of Directors in the Board of this institution. 

2. With reference to the letter of Rev. H. S. Feix to become a member of 
this Synod. 

3. With reference to action taken by First Church of San Francisco, 
touching the supply of that church by Rev. E. H. Hadlock. 

4. A protest from the President and Secretary of the California Conference 
-of the Augustana Synod. 

We would recommend that these items be taken up by Synod and Minis- 
terium and considered. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
A. JATHO. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. H. S. Feix. 


Fripay, May 12, 1905, 7.45 P. M. 


Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., read the Scripture lesson, and 
‘Chaplain O. C. Miller led in prayer. 

The subject for the evening was Home Missions. 

Rev. W. L. Remsberg read a paper on ‘‘Our Past Suc- 
cesses,”’ 

Rev. O. H. Gruver delivered an address on ‘‘ Our Present 
‘Opportunities.’’ 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, 9 A. M. 


One half-hour devotional service led by Rev. H. Gehrcke. 
Roll call. 
Reading and adoption of minutes. 


Resolved, That the recommendations of the President’s Report, regarding 
Nachusa Orphanage, be adopted. 
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Apportionment for 1905-1906 fixed the same as for 1904- 
1905. 


Resolved, That hereafter the traveling expenses of the Treasurer to and 
from Synod be paid from the Synodical Treasury, provided they are not paid 
by the congregation to which he belongs. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


The Auditing Committee desires to report that they have examined the 
books, vouchers, and receipts of the Treasurer and find all correct. 


Respectfully submitted, G. G. BURNETT, 
ERNEST JATHO. 


Report of Committee on Pacific Coast Theological Seminary. 


Your Committee on Pacific Coast Theological Seminary regrets to report 
that, pending the action of the Pacific Synod, no definite steps have as yet 
been taken looking toward the establishing of an institution under the joint 
auspices of the Synod of California and the Pacific Synod. 

Two conferences have beenheld. The first, October 12th, in St. Matthew’s 
Church, San Francisco, at which it was reported that Rev. J, A. Leas, Presi- 
dent of the Pacific Synod, would shortly arrive in San Francisco to confer with 
the brethren. On November 15th, the committee met with Dr. Leas. The 
first session was held in the First English Lutheran Church. Later the com- 
mittee became the guests of Hon. C. A. Smith, of Minneapolis, at St. Francis 
Hotel, where the deliberations were continued. The following brethren were 
made advisory members of the committee: Hon. C A. Smith, Rev. J. 
H. Meyer, and Rev. O. H. Gruver. After much earnest deliberation the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That we as a committee, composed of members from the Pacific 
and California Synods, feel that a Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary 
should be established. 

Resolved, That a Theological Board, representing both Synods, and of an 
equal number from each, be constituted for the organization and establishing 
of such a Theological Seminary. 

Resolved, That the place for founding said seminary and raising the funds 
for same be in the hands of this committee. 

This was amended as follows : 

1. That this committee be instructed to consider the geographical centre. 

2. That this committee consider the centres of population. 


3. That the committee consider the centres of Lutheran population. 
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4. That the possible bonus for such an institution be also taken into con- 
sideration. 

These resolutions were to be submitted to the Pacific Synod Committee, 
which has not been able to convene until Tuesday of this week. Pending 
their action, which will be reported before the adjournment of this Synod, 
your committee would suggest that the matter be taken up for discussion on 
the arrival of said report of the Pacific Synod Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER; 
CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
W. S. HOSKINSON, 
J. A. BOHN. 


Supplemental Report. 


Telegram received by committee : ‘‘ Committee favorable to South. Synod 


uncertain. Particulars by mail. * J.-A. Leas 
Respectfully submitted, E. NELANDER, 
Chairman. 


On motion, the Special Committee on Pacific Coast Theo- 
logical Seminary was continued, and a vote of thanks was 
extended to them for their work the past year. 


Dr. G. G. Burnett’s resignation from the committee was 
refused by unanimous vote of Synod. 


Report of Devotional Committee. 


Your Committee on Devotional Services beg leave to report the following 

assignments for Sunday, May 14th: . 

Rev. H. J. Weaver. 9.45 A. M. Sunday School. Grace Church. II A. M. 
Second Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. J. E. Hoick. 11 A.M. Grace Lutheran Church. 

Rev. C. F, Oehler. 11 A.M. Emmanuel German Lutheran Church. 

Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 11 A.M. First Baptist Church. 7.45 P. M. 
Grace Lutheran Church. 

Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 9.45 A. M. Sunday School. Grace Church. 7.30 
P.M. First Baptist Church. 2.30 P.M. Young Men’s Christian 
Association. 

Rev. W. L. Remsburg. Oakland. A. M. and P. M. 

Rev. A. E. Deitz. 11 A.M. First Church, San Francisco. 7.45 P. M- 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
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Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D. 11 4. M. First Presbyterian Church: 2. 30 
P.M. Grace Church. Christian Endeavor Rally. 

Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 9.45 A. M. Sunday School. German Lutheran 
Church. 11 A.M. Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

Rev. O. H. Gruver. 7.30 P.M. First Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. H. Gehrcke. 9.45 A. M. Sunday School. Grace Lutheran Church. 


Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM E. CROUSER, 
OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


Report of Excess and Deficit Committee. (See Appendix C. ) 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Conferences. 


There is nothing in the Minutes of the North and South Conferences 
calling for the attention of Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM BRANDES. 


Report of Committee on Constitution and Application of the Church 
at San Francisco and Los Angeles. 


Your Committee on the Constitution and application of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer of San Francisco, Cal., and of St. Mark’s 
Church of Los Angeles, Cal., have carefully examined the documents sub- 
mitted, and beg to report that said congregations did (San Francisco on the 
toth of May, 1905, and Los Angeles the 16th of April, 1905) adopt the Con- 
stitution prescribed by the General Synod ; and we further find that said con- 
gregations empowered its officers to apply for admittance to California Synod, 
which applications were submitted in due form. 

We, therefore, heartily recommend that said congregations be received into 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 


Respectfully submitted, HERMANN GEHRCKE, 
W. L. REMSBERG, 
W. H. NAFFZIGER. 


Report of Committee on Examination for the Ministry. 


Your Committee on Examination for the Ministry respectfully beg to report 
that upon request by President of Synod we examined Brother J. Philip 
Anshutz, candidate for ministry in the General Synod Lutheran Church, on 
December 29th, 1904, and recommended that the President of Synod grant to 
him an adinterim license. Rev. W.S. Hoskinson, D. D., acted as member of 
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committee in absence of Rev. J. E. Hoick. Rev. Anshutz is now pastor of 
our General Synod Mission in Pueblo, Col. 
Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
E. NELANDER, 
J. E. HOICK. 
(Note in Protocol. ) 


Report of Church Extension Committee. 


The Church Extension Committee beg leave to report that the Board of 
Church Extension loaned $1,000.00 to the church at Pasadena to help in pur- 
chasing a lot, this sum being kindly released by the First Church of Los 
Angeles for this purpose. 

The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Societies have raised $700.00 
toward a church building in Santa Barbara, and the Board of Church Exten- 
sion have promised $300.00 on purchase of a lot. 

The women are now raising $1,000.00 for Trinity Church in Pasadena, and 
have given Redlands $2,000.00 in the past year. 

The thanks of this Synod are due the Woman’s Executive Committee and 
the Board of Church Extension for their kind and generous assistance afforded 
to our struggling churches. 

Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
P. W. H. FREDERICK. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


A communication was received from Mr. W. S. T. Derr, Secretary of Joint 
Committee of Lutherans of Washington and Oregon, containing an invitation to 
the members of the California Synod, pastors, and congregations to participate 
in the Grand Luther Day to be observed in Portland on July 3oth, this sum- 
mer, during the time of the Lewis & Clark World’s Fair. 

We recommend (1) that our Secretary extend the thanks of the Synod to 
Secretary Derr; and (2) that we draw the attention of our people visiting the 
‘Clark & Lewis Fair to the Grand Luther Day there to be celebrated. 

Your committee has a communication from Rev. C. M. Esbjorn, President 
of California Conference of Augustana Synod, containing resolutions of protest 
by said body against the alleged missionary operations of Rev. E. Nelander, 
Ph. D., among Swedish Lutherans in San Francisco. 

We recommend that this matter be referred to the Ministerium. 

A lengthy communication of 20 pages was received from Rev. Lutz Horn, 
of Fresno, Cal., setting forth the history of his labors in that city in establish- 
ing a Lutheran Church, ascribing the present discouragement of the people 
and the difficulties in the work to the failure of both Church Extension Board 
and Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society to lend assistance toward 
the erection of a church building—the congregation itself having provided the 
lot. We recommend that the matter be laid into the hands of the Home Mis- 
sionary Committee of the California Synod, and that this committee send a 
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clerical member of Synod to Fresno to encourage the people and to investigate 
any difficulties existing in the field. ; 


Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
J. E.-HOICK., 


Adjourned, with prayer by the President. 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, 2.30 P. M. 


Prayer by Rev. W. H. Naffziger. 
Roll call. | 
Reading and adoption of minutes. 
(Note in Protocol. ) 

Adjourned. 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, 4.45 P. M. 


Prayer by P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 

Report of Apportionment Committee. (See Appendix A.) 

Treasurer authorized to pay salary of Secretary. (See 
Protocol. ) 

Treasurer authorized to pay postage and stationery expenses of 
President and Standing Committees. 

$5.00 voted to the janitor of Grace Lutheran Church. 


Report of Agreement Between the Board of Church Extension and the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society. 


Your committee appointed to draft resolutions in regard to a certain agree- 
ment between the Board of Church Extension and the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society beg to submit the following : 

WHEREAS, By an agreement between the Church Extension Board and the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, the former will lend no aid 
where the latter has inaugurated a new work ; and, 

WHEREAS, One of our new missions inaugurated by the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society has thereby received a serious backset because 
the Church Extension Board refused aid for the erection of a church building, 
whilst the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society also refused to 


lend assistance ; be it 
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Resolved, That we, by our delegates to General Synod, lay this matter be- 
fore these two great agencies of our Church, and that they be instructed to use 
their best endeavors to bring about a better understanding. 


Respectfully sabmitted, ‘CHARLES F, OEHLER, 
' ‘J. E. HOICK, 
P. S. LEISENRING, 
G. G. BURNETT, 
W. S. HOSKINSON. 


WueEREAS, The faithful women of our churches are fairly well organized 
and are doing zealous work for Christ and the Church, and there is still a lack 
of organization among our Lutheran men; be it 


Resolved, That each pastor during the coming Synodical year use his best 
endeavors to organize within his congregation a ‘‘ Men’s League,”’ for the pur- 
pose of advancing the cause of the Lutheran Church and building up the in- 
dividual congregations. 


WHEREAS, There is a tendency in some of our Sunday schools to neglect 
the literature of the Lutheran Church for that of other churches or of irrespon- 
sible publication houses ; be it 


Resolved, That we as a Synod consider the Sunday school literature of our 
own Publication Society second to none, and that we consider it the duty of 
each pastor in our Synod to see to it that our own Lutheran literature be used 
in our Sunday schools. 


Resolved, That the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and For- 
eign Missionary Society be urgently asked to add $100.00 per annnum to the 
salary of Rev. George R. Bird. 


$100.00 of Synodical Home Mission money was set aside for 
use as the Home Mission Committee may decide. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. A. J. Hartsock. 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, 8 P. M. 


Addresses were made by Chaplain O. C. Miller on Mission 
Work in the Philippines ; and by Rev. C. F. Oehler on Foreign 
Missions. ‘The latter address was illustrated by stereopticon 
slides. 
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SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, Io P. M. 
Prayer by the President. 


Roll call. 
Election of Officers. 


Tellers: Dr. G. G. Burnett and Mr. Samuel Focht. 
Prestdent—Rev. William E. Crouser. 
Secretary—Rev. George H. Hillerman. 
Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 


Five hundred copies of Minutes ordered printed. 


kesolved, That we accept with thanks the offer of Mr. J. A. Bohn in behalf 
of the Sunday school and Young People’s Society of Oakland of $100.00, to 
be used in canvassing promising Home Mission fields. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolved, That we hereby express our hearty appreciation and thanks to the 
members of Grace Lutheran Church, San José, for their hospitable entertain- 
ment, tothe choir for their excellent music, to the ladies for the bountiful 
noon-day repast, to Rev. and Mrs. Crouser for their untiring zeal, and to the 
papers of San José for their kindness in reporting our meetings. 

WHEREAS, Numbers of Lutherans are annually lost to the Church by 
changing their places of residence, and by failing to unite with the congrega- 
tion on whose territory they have removed ; and 

WHEREAS, Numbers of such persons might be saved to the Church by unit- 
ing with a congregation in their new place of residence ; therefore 

Resolved, That Lutherans, changing their place of residence, be urgently 
requested to take letters of transfer to the Lutheran congregation nearest their 
new home. That, in case of the removal of parishioners, the pastor of the 
church to which the person removing belonged should notify the pastor of 
the church in the new location of such removal, and shall furnish the person 
or persons changing their residence with letters of introduction to the pastor 
nearest their new place of abode. 

The California Synod leaves San José with a vivid impression of its beauti- 
ful sights and hospitable homes, the loyal Lutheranism and its devoted peo- 
ple, and with a grateful remembrance which will ever delight to recall this as 
one of the most pleasing conventions in its history. 

Respectfully submitted, aE eELOLK, 
Seo ROCHA 
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Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 


The Committee on Systematic Beneficence notes with pleasure the success: 
that has attended the beneficent operations of our churches. The methods. 
employed seem to be the observance of the special days. There are four such 
days, to which a few have added Christmas, as an appropriate time for the 
presentation of our ‘‘California Missions.’? Where such regular methods pre- 
vail and are working successfully it would be superfluous :to suggest anything. 
Every pastor will do well to study the situation and adopt measures as seem 


wisest. 
Respectfully submitted, W. L. REMSBERG. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses report absent from Synod the- 
following clerical members: Revs. S. Sprecher, D. D., J. S. Moser, J. 
Schmierer, Lutz Horn, George R Bird, L. C.' Routzahn, and the following 
lay delegates: Messrs. A. T. Lien, William Bosbyshell, S. A. Philippy, W. 
Betten, and Gustav Kroeger. These brethren have been heard from and we 
recommend that they be excused. Rev. A. C. Delbo is absent, but not 
excused. 

The following beg to leave Synod before its close, and we recommend that 
they be excused: Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., W. Brandes, A. Jatho, 
W. L. Remsberg, and H. Gehrcke, and Mr. J. A. Bohn. 


Respectfully submitted, HERMANN GEHRCKE, 
J. A. .BOTLLN. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church: 


The Committee on State of the Church desires to submit the following 
report : . 

There came into our hands, with commendable promptitude, reports from 
all the pastorates composing the Synod, excepting one. ‘These disclose a. 
praiseworthy effort to exhibit the real condition of their respective congrega- 
tions. Ina few instances, however, there were omissions to questions in the 
printed form, which we wish had been supplied. In cases of uncertainty, 
where strict accuracy seemed to have been lacking, it might have been better 
to have given approximate estimates. This would have aided us to make a 
more satisfactory report. In nothing is our judgment so uncertain as in its 
estimate of the Church’s true state ; but from the data given we present the 
following : 

1. There are 16 pastorates in the Synod, with 1 in process of formation. 
All, with little exception, have been supplied with regular preaching through- 
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out the year. The morning services have been attended by about 75 per cent. 
of the membership ; the evening services by about 55 per cent. All of the 
reports show an increase in church membership, except 5, in which heavy 
losses by removals have equaled their gains, and 2 have suffered lasses a little 
in excess. The aggregate gain over all losses is 9. The Sunday school has 
increased its enrollment and has an average attendance of about 60 per cent. 
Mid-week prayer-meetings are reported from only 9 charges. It is hoped 
that this phase of church life—this vital expression of our Christian faith 
and dependence—may receive such attention as circumstances may permit. 
The average attendance at prayer meeting is computed at 26 per cent., a very 
fair proportion. General expressions and indications justify the conclusion 
that the spiritual condition of the Church is good. 

2. The various societies of the churches seem to be ina flourishing condi- 
tion. All of the pastorates, except a few of those newly organized, report 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Societies. Besides, there are Mis- 
sion Bands, Aid Societies, Men’s Clubs, Luther Bands, all giving evidences 
of marked prosperity and activity. The Missionary Societies are generally 
praised for their faithfulness, liberality and devotion, and that in manner that 
would greatly cheer them to know. It is a hopeful sign to note the increased 
interest in Young People’s Societies, four of which have been newly organ- 
ized. 

3. The financial status of the churches indicates a healthful condition. 
Five report material additions to their church property ;' a few have liquidated 
some of their debts, and a few have incurred new obligations, but not extrava- 
gantly nor beyond their means. Nearly all of the pastors have their salaries 
promptly paid, and one boastsof his in advance. Nine of the pastorates have 
met or overpaid their apportionment. Subscriptions, payable by the envelope 
system, in weekly or monthly installments, seem to be the prevailing method 
of collecting finances. 

4. The subject of Church Literature might, with great propriety, claim our ° 
serious attention. 179 church papers and 143 Msstonary Journals area 
small proportion in a Synodical membership of over sixteen hundred mem- 
bers. We, as pastors, cannot afford to neglect this great educator of our peo” 
ple. This is doubly true in mission churches. Its importance is forced upon 
our attention by the requirements of the Home Mission Board. It is hoped 
that pastors will undertake to encourage the circulation of our Church litera- 
ture in their respective congregations. 

5. We are grateful to report four young men studying for the ministry. 
These come from three of our charges. : 

And now, gathering courage from the past, let us take increased devotion to. 
the remaining work of our brief life, hoping to render a better account of our- 
selves in the years tocome. 

Respectfully submitted, W. L. REMSBERG, 


Chairman, 
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Resolved, That the next convention of California Synod assemble in St. Mat- 
thew’s Lutheran Church, San Francisco, Cal., on the third Wednesday after 
Easter, May 2d, 1906, at 7.45 P. M. 


= 


Minutes read and approved. 
Synod adjourned with prescribed forms. 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 
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MINISTERIUM. 


REDLANDS, SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, I P. M. 


Ministerium opened with prayer by the President. 

After roll call the President presented the applications of Rev. 
H. S. Feix, from the German Evangelical Synod of North 
America, and of Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D., from the Con- 
gregational Church, to unite with the California Synod of the 
Lutheran Church. 

After careful examination it was 


Resolved, That Rev. H. S. Feix be admitted into the membership of Cali- 
fornia Synod. 


(Note in Protocol. ) 
Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. H. Gehrcke. 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, 3 P. M. 


Ministerium opened with prayer by Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D., appeared before the Minis- 
terium, and after thorough examination on points of doctrine 
and polity of the Lutheran Church, and reasons for entering the 
Lutheran ministry, his name was entered on the roll of California 


Synod. 


WHEREAS, A protest has been received from the California Conference of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod regarding the missionary labors 
of Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., of the California Synod. 

WHEREAS, We neither desire a breach of the ‘‘ agreement or understanding 
believed to be existing between the General Council and the General Synod,’’ 
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nor a severance of the fraternal relations existing between the brethren of the 
California Synod and the Augustana Conference. 

WueErEAS, The protest causes a damaging reflection to be cast upon the in- 
tegrity of Dr. Nelander and the honor of the California Synod. 

WueErkEAs, A misapprehension seems to exist regarding the facts in the 
case; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we deem this statement desirable. 

1. Resolved, That the mission referred to is not a mission in the Swedish 
language. 

2. Resolved, That the English language is used exclusively in the conduct 
of divine worship ; also that during a period of over eight years the brother in 
question has, with a single exception, used the English language in public 
worship in the city of San Francisco. 

3. Resolved, That with the presence in city of San Francisco of thousands 
of unchurched Lutherans, we deem the establishment of another Lutheran 
church in San Francisco both desirable and needful. 

Resolved, That as a Synod, we place on record our highest appreciation of 
our brother, and strongly urge him to continue in the prosecution of this work 
so hopeful and promising. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the President of 
the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States. 
of America, to the President of the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of 
North America, and to the President of the General Council of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in North America, also to the President of the California 
Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America. 


For violation of requirements of the Constitution of Synod, Article VIII., 
Section 4, the name of Rev. A. C. Delbo was by motion stricken from the 
roll of Synod. 


Ministerium adjourned, with prayer by Rev. C. F. Oehler. 


+ @-— 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, 5.40 P. M. 


Minutes of preceding sessions read and approved. 
Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D. 
The above is correct statement of all business of Ministerium. 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 


AY 
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OFFICERS, 1905-1906. 


PRESIDENT. 
Mrs, J. E, HOICK, 1406 Third Street, San Diego, Cal. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W. E. CROUSER, 558 North Fourth Street, San José, Cal. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. GEORGE SAXTON, 5135 Maple Street, Oakland, Cal. 


THIRD VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. A. E. DEITZ, 925 Walnut Street, Riverside, Cal. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


-CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Miss KATE STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


THANK-OFFERING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, Redlands, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. E. JOHANSEN, 1329 Fell Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


HISTORIAN, 
Mrs. G. G. BURNETT, 1426 Market Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Mrs. M. R. STEWART, 757 Whittier Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, Redlands, Cal. 


REPORT OF THE 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


FIRST SESSION. 


Sawn Jose, Fripay, May 12, 1905, 9.30 A. M. 

The Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society of California Synod opened Fri- 
day morning, May 12th, 1905, in the parlor of Grace Lutheran 
Church, San José, Cal., the President, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, in the 
chair. 

The devotional service was led by Mrs. Hoick. 

Credentials were received and the following officers and dele- 
_ gates were enrolled: 

San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Miss Lou Leisenring (a. e.), 
Miss Lizzie Herbert (a. e.). 


a. e. Absent and excused. 
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San Francisco, English—Mrs. S. E. B. Myers (a. e.), Mrs. 
J. Everding, Mrs. G. G. Burnett, Mrs. E. Johansen, Mrs. M. 
Lund. “ 

St. Matthew’ s—Mtrs. Ida Hermes. 

St. Andrew’ s—Mrs. J. Brickwedel, Mrs. Schaefer. 

Oakland—Mrs. George Saxton (a. ¢.), Mrs. C..R. Mitchell, 
Miss Rosa Flathman. 

San Jose—Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Mrs. L. C. Smith, Mrs. Wal- 
ter Gregg. 

Sacramento, German—Miss Kate Stuber. 

Christian Endeavor Society—Miss Carrie Lothhammer. 

Sacramento, Eenglish—Mrs. W. L. Jones, Mrs. W. S. Hos- 
kinson. 

Redlands and Riverside—Mts. G. H. Hillerman. 

Alameda—Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Sommer (a. @.). 

Mrs. W. E. Crouser, in behalf of the San José Auxiliary, 
extended greetings to the visiting delegates. 

The ‘‘response’’ was given by Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, of 
Redlands. 


President’s Address. 


Dear Sisters and Friends: In the name of the Master I greetyou. As we 
have assembled in this our Fourteenth Annual Convention, it is with feelings 
of joy and gratitude to our heavenly Father for His guidance and tender lead- 
ing through another year of service. In the progress of time we are gathered 
again in this beautiful church, located in the ‘‘ Garden City’’ of our State, 
where nine years ago our convention was held. And as we meet to-day and 
recognize familiar friends, it speaks of faithful service in the past ; for many 
of you have taken an active part in our Synodical work ; while the new faces 
—-sisters who meet with us for the first time—bring to us a hope for the future. 


SILVER JUBILEE. 


The General Society this month celebrates its Silver Jubilee Anniversary 
and it is becoming that we should speak of the rise and progress of this organ- 
ization with which we are connected. How small and seemingly insignificant 
are the beginnings of great enterprises! Ideas that seem sporadic take pos- 
session of a few people simultaneously ; these individuals are drawn together, 
forming an organization, and a movement is started that affectsthe world. As 


a. e. Absent and excused. 
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the years have swept along, the number of missionary societies has rapidly in- 
creased ; and as stars come out at night, one by one, until the heavens are re- 
splendent with their brightness, so this galaxy of local and synodical lumina- 
ries came into being. God has wonderfully blessed the labors of the women 
of our beloved Lutheran Church, and may He continue to direct and bless 
them in every avenue of missionary work is our earnest prayer. 


A REVIEW OF THE YEAR. 


Encouraging Messages.—These have come from many societies which ‘< feel 
strengthened because of the interest shown in the work;’’ ‘the financial 
growth ; 
ness of members.”’ 

New Societies.—We have cause to rejoice when we consider the number of 
new societies that have been organized during the past year. 

(2) On August 6th, 1904, I received a letter from our Santa Barbara Mis- 
sion stating that they had organized a society with 10 members. 

(4) The women at Pasadena entered into this phase of Christian work in 
October, 1904, with a membership of 12. 

(¢) And on April 6th, 1905, the women of our Redlands Church effected 
their organization ; they report 17 members. 

(2) April 28th, 1905, I received a letter from St. Mark’s Church, Los 
Angeles, which was organized last December, stating that they now have a 
Ladies’ Auxiliary which includes the work of the Woman’s Home and For- 
eign Missionary Society, and that, when it is possible to do so, they hope to 
be a helping factor in this part of the work of our Church. 

(e) We can add tothe list of societies already named a Mission Band, organ- 
ized in the Sacramento German Church about six months ago, and we rejoice 
to know that the young are taking an interest in this great work. 

To all these members who have recently joined our ranks we give a hearty 
welcome and bespeak for them a bright and hopeful! future. 

Financial Results.—We are pleased to note that from year to year there is 
an advancement in the total amount of our contributions. It encourages us 
greatly to know that we are steadily moving forward in this line of our work, 
and that during the past year we have raised more money than in any pre- 
ceding year. 

The General Fund has been well supported, a special interest taken in 
many of the other funds, including the missions in our State ; and our Thank- 
offering was larger than ever before. 

Resignation.—On account of removal from our State, Mrs. W. S. Fry, our 
Synodical Treasurer, was compelled to resign. Her resignation was received 
August roth, and after corresponding with several members in various parts 
of the State in regard to taking the office, and finding them reluctant to do so, 
I conferred with Miss Leisenring, of San Diego. She consented to take the 


” «the promptness and increase in attendance,’’ and ‘the faithful- 
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Treasurership, was duly appointed September Ist, 1904, and has since served 
acceptably. 

Conferences. —Good reports have been received concerning the Bay Cities’ 
Conference which is held quarterly. The last meeting was in March at St. 
Matthew’s Church, San Francisco. I feel confident that these gatherings 
have been a help to many. 

The women of Southern California rendered a missionary programme during 
one of the sessions of the conference which met in Pasadena the first week in 
October, 1904. Several papers were read and addresses made on our 
woman’s work. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1. Let me urge you all to more faithful service. Can we say we are always 
living on the missionary watch-tower looking for opportunities? I know that 
there has been self-sacrificing work on the part of many to make results possi- 
ble during the year; but let us take for our motto for another year, ‘* More 
diligent labor, more earnest prayer.’’ 

2. I would suggest that a canvass be made by each society for new mem- 
bers and then for fe members. This is a phase of the work in which we 
need to take more interest. To become a life member, it is required that 
$10.00 be paid at one time into the General Fund. Every society should 
have at least one life member, and, though she may not pay the necessary 
amount herself, the society can do it for her. 

3. As the Synodical Vice-Presidents are usually chosen one from the central 
and one from the southern part of the State, I would recommend that they have 
for their special work the prepartion of the programmes for the conferences, 


CONCLUSION. 


Let us remember, if at times we become discouraged, that we do not stand 
alone ; but we belong to a great company—a great host of women who are 
publishing the Gospel which brings joy and peace and gladness to every heart 
that accepts its guiding influence. This work prevents one from becoming self- 
centred, or gathering into one’s life that which is wood, hay, and stubble ; 
instead we are extending the borders of the kingdom and endeavoring to lift 
up those who are without God. 

The history of a missionary society is like that of a little rill; a mere thread 
of silver; scarce parting the grass as it flows forth from the hidden spring ; so 
tiny that a thirsty creature of the forest might drink it dry at a draught ; but, 
however often drained, still flowing forth, spreading and widening, refreshing 
and beautifying the land as it rushes on to join the mystic sea—that em- 
blem of the eternal force of God. Such a nucleus of unsuspected power is 
every missionary society. Though it may be small, it has been abundantly 
proven in these modern times that, when well and intelligently conducted, it is 
something more than an aggregation of numbers. Every woman who has 
come into hearty co-operation with the work is better to-day for the touch she 
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thas received, more wholesome in her influence ; while her mutual missionary 
interest corresponds with that of all the women of our Lutheran Church and 
her sympathy goes out to women throughout the whole world. - Dr. Pierson 
says, ‘‘ Let woman appreciate her opportunity, for this is the golden age of her 
reign and she holds a sceptre that sweeps empires. Let her show herself to 
be a power ordered of God to fulfill a holy mission.’’ 


“Then in thy glorious beauty rise, 
O daughter of the King; 
And like an army bright with banners 
Lift the cross on high. 
And let the watch-word ring, 
* The world for Christ,’ to every land 
Beneath the sky.” 


In conclusion, I desire to thank you all for the confidence you have reposed 
in me as your presiding officer. We have labored together in peace and har- 
mony during these two years, and I trust that the blessings we have received 
in the work have outweighed the labor. The duties of the convention now lie 
before us. Let us discharge them thoughtfully and prayerfully, seeking 
wisdom from on high. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK. 


Miss Kate Stuber, Corresponding Secretary, read her annual 
report. 


The Treasurer’s Report was then presented. (See page 42). 


Owing to the absence of Mrs. Myers, the Historian’s Report 
was read by Mrs. G. G. Burnett. 


Mrs. G. H. Hillerman gave an account of the work done by 
the Thank-Offering Secretary and Literature Committee. 


The Secretary read letters of greeting from Mrs. L. kK. 
Krechting, General President; Mrs. E. D. Miller, General 
Treasurer; Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee ; Miss S. E. Stoever, Secretary of Mission Band Depart- 
ment; and Mrs. S. E. B. Myers, Synodical Historian. 


Mrs. W. E. Crouser was appointed temporary Treasurer. 
The offering was $1.90. 


Sentence prayers were offered, and convention adjourned. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


Fripay, May 12, 1905, 2.30 P. M. 


The devotional service was conducted by Mrs. C. R. Mitchell,. 
of Oakland. 

Roll call. 

Reading and adoption of the minutes. 

The President announced the following 


Committees. 

Auditing —Miss Kate Stuber, Mrs. W. L. Jones. 

Presidents Address—Mrs. G. G. Burnett, Mrs. E. Johansen. 

LFiistorian’s and Literature Committee's Report—Mrs. C. R. 
Mitchell, Mrs. Walter Gregg, Mrs. Ida Hermes. 

Corresponding Secretary's Report—Miss Lothhammer, Miss 
Flathman. 

Letters, Greetings, Papers—Mrs. Hoskinson, Mrs. Lund. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Hillerman, Mrs. Brickwedel. 

LVominating Committee—Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. 


Mitchell. 
Reporters. 


Lutheran Observer, World, Evangelist, Misstonary Journal— 
Mrs. O. H. Gruver. 

Zionsbote—Miss Kate Stuber. 

Reports upon ‘‘ What Our Society Has Done and Is Doing ’”’ 
_were given by Auxiliary Delegates, showing increased interest 
along missionary lines, and, in many instances, an increase in 
contributions. 

A poem, entitled ‘‘’The New Church,’’ was read by Miss 
Grace Stevenson, of San José. 

Mrs. Hillerman read a letter from Sister Lydia Perry. 

A Symposium upon ‘‘ Missionary Ideals’’ followed : 

(a) ‘* The Model Member,’’ written by Miss Belle Albright, 
of Los Angeles, was read by Mrs. O. H. Gruver. 

(4) ‘The Model Society,’’ written by Mrs. G. Grunewald, of 
Sacramento ; read by Miss Stuber. 
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(c) ‘*The Model Meeting,’’ Mrs. W. L. Jones, of Sacramento. 

Mrs. Fuller, mother of a Presbyterian missionary to Korea, 
spoke feelingly of the work in that field. 

A solo, ‘‘ Face to Face,’’ was rendered by Miss Olga Sigurd, 
of San José. 

Miss M. Folcke’s paper upon ‘‘ What Do We Gain by Engag- 
ing in Missionary Work ?’’ was read by Mrs. Hermes. 

The offering was $1.70. 

Many joined in the prayer chain, and the society adjourned. 


+ or — 


THIRD SESSION. 


SATURDAY, May 13, 1905, I.30 P. M. 


Miss Stuber conducted the devotional service. 
Roll call. 
Reading and adoption of the minutes. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 


Your committee, to whom was referred the Report of the President for the 
past year, state that they have read the report with much pleasure. It is en- 
‘couraging in enumerating the work done in our various missions, especially 
in the establishment of new societies, increase of membership, and financial 
returns, in its hopeful outlook for the future and its possibilities. | We desire 
to attest to the faithful performance of the duties of our President during the 
occupancy of her term of office. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. G. BURNETT, 
Mrs, E. JOHANSEN. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 
Your committee begs leave to submit the following : 
1. Resolved, That we acknowledge our gratitude to our heavenly Father 
- for the blessings of another year in our labors for the extension of His 
kingdom. 

2. Resolved, That we rejoice in the addition of three new societies, and the 
increased contributions for the past year. 

3. Resolved, That we urge the officers of all societies to be more prompz in 
attending to correspondence and more accurate in submitting reports to 
Synodical officers, in order to avoid confusion. ‘‘ Let all things be done 
decently and in order,’’ says St. Paul. 
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4. Resolved, That we suggest a more general use of literature in all our 
societies and wrge that every society send to the chairman of the Literature 
Committee 25 cents per year to pay for the tracts furnished by this depart- 
ment. 

5. Lesolved, That the thanks of this convention be tendered to the pastor 
and his wife and the members of Grace Church, San José, for the delightful 
manner in which they have entertained us. : 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Mrs. J. H. BRICK WEDEL. 


Report of Committee on Literature and Thank-offering. 

We find the Literature Committee has sent out 180 tracts and written fifteen 
circular letters. 

We would recommend that each society be assessed 25 cents for the 
expenses of the Literature Committee and the purchasing of missionary litera- 
ture to help promote the interest at the monthly meetings. 

We also recommend that eighteen tracts be ordered instead of fifteen, so 
that some member of every new church may have one as well as all of the 
societies and literature chairman. 

We find the Thank-offering Secretary has sent out 300 boxes. 

We recommend that a Thank-offering Secretary be appointed in each 
society to co-operate with the Synodical Thank-offering Secretary. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. C. R. MITCHELL, 
Mrs. WALTER GREGG, 
Mrs. IDA HERMES. 


Report of Committee on Historian’s Report. 

Your committee to whom was referred the Historian’s Report beg leave 
to submit the following : 

Through the kindness of Mrs. G. G. Burnett we find the report more en- 
couraging, and trust she may fill an office in the society for years. 

We regret the absence of Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers. Her long experience 
in church work has been an uplifting to the meetings of the Auxiliary 
Societies and conventions. May a letter of appreciation and thanks be con- 
veyed to her. May the dear Lord give her courage and strength to bear the 
ills of this life. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. JOHN EVERDING, 
Mrs, B. SCHAEFER. 


Report of Committee on Corresponding Secretary’s Report. 
The Report of the Corresponding Secretary was examined and found correct 


as given. 
Respectfully submitted, Miss R. FLATHMAN, 
Miss C. LOTHAMMER. 
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Report of Auditing Committee. 


Having carefully examined the Treasurer’s Report and vouchers, we fine 
it perfectly correct. 
Respectfully submitted, Miss KATE STUBER, 
Mrs. W. L. JONES. 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greetings, and Papers. 


Mrs. Louise K. Krechting, our General President, sent an inspiring greet 
ing in which she expressed strong commendation of the work done by ow 
California women. 

The General Treasurer, Mrs. E. D. Miller, wrote us earnest and encour 
aging words of greeting, expressing gratitude for the large Thank-offering o 
the past year, and confidence in the result of the Jubilee Offering. 

Mrs. K. B. Shafter, Secretary of the Executive Committee, greeted us ir 
words of gratitude over the work of the past year, and encouragement for tha 
remaining to be done for the Silver Jubilee Fund. 

The letter of Miss S. E. Stoever, Mission Band Department Secretary, wa: 
one of greeting and acknowledging the organization of a new band in Cali 
fornia. 

Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, Synodical Historian, sent greetings. On accoun' 
of failing health, she asked to be relieved from the office of Historian. 

Sister Lydia Perry, whom we all learned to love, during her years of labo: 
and sacrifice among us, sent sweet messages of hope and courage to us. 

The Symposium, ‘“‘ Missionary Ideals,’’ was led by Miss Belle Albright, o 
Los Angeles, upon the subject, ‘‘ The Model Member.’’ She said the mode 
member was found at the feet of Jesus in prayer, faithful in attendance, dili 
gent in preparation of the Bible and Lesson Study, full of the spirit of sacrifice 
loyal to officers, and conscious of her individual responsibility. The subjec 
of Mrs. M. Grunewald, of Sacramento, was ‘‘ The Model Society.’’ Such < 
society must have model members. keep in touch with the General Boards, b: 
systematic in its work and liberal in giving ; the officers must be cheerful anc 
conscientious, and each member constitute himself a committee to work uy 
missionary enthusiasm, 

Mrs. W. L. Jones, of Sacramento, told us of ‘‘The Model Meeting.’ 
The home and foreign work should be given equal prominence. History 
biography, customs, etc., should be introduced. Promptness in beginnin; 
and closing meetings, hard work in the preparation of lessons, abundance o 
material to draw upon, are all essential. 

‘* What Do We Gain in Engaging in Missionary Work ?’’ was answered by 
Miss M.A. Folcke. Our gain is souls for our Master and a crown in heaven 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Mrs. M. LUND. 
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Round Table—‘‘ What has the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society been to me and what am I doing for it ?’’ 
conducted by Mrs. J. Everding, of San Francisco. 

The following bills were presented and ordered paid: 


President’s expenses......... ean a Ba, da eae ace Ce II $21 20 
OOLconventionuprogrammes.s oh. 5 seer or ticisiee sa wrnina noble ones 3 25 
PRECASUTEL ST EXP CNSES eager any Aatee alors tet snake cho ee hate ee ee S 2 50 
Bian -Ofenin ga SEChe tary ama qmiccttacy: cis oise cio dialeikianes ates clase ats 2 00 
KGorresponding secretaryS EXPENnses. 5.2.58 5 1sos Fos ce ee ssaeeee 2 50 

URSIN lacie SHES, care REHES, Seats hehe ee ae iS a area as Ae eee £31 45 


Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers was made a Life Member, the money 
being contributed by loving friends present at convention. The 
‘Corresponding Secretary was instructed to inform Mrs. Myers of 
the action taken and also to send for the certificate. 

$50.00 was allowed Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, delegate to Gen- 
eral Convention at Springfield, Ohio, for traveling expenses. 

Election of officers followed. (See title page. ) 

The Vice-Presidents are to arrange the programmes for all con- 
ferences held in the district in which they reside. 

A vote of thanks was given to Mrs, Hay for the Re ae 
of the expenses of her office. 

Minutes of the session were read and approved. 

An invitation to meet in St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, in 
1906, was accepted. 

The President led in prayer, the doxology was sung, and the © 
convention closed with the Mizpah. 


pe 
SUNDAY EVENING. 
May 14, 7.45 O'CLOCK. 


Mrs. J. E. Hoick read the Scripture. 

Prayer by Mrs. G. H Hillerman. 

The Home Mission Address was by Dr. E. Nelander, of San 
Francisco, and the Foreign Mission Address was by Rey. A. E. 
Deitz, of Riverside, Cal. 

Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Secretary. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


I give and bequeath to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Soctety- 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, 
and request my executor or administrator to pay to satd corporation sarid 
amount at the settlement of my estate. 

[ hereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
United States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate : 

, 40 have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 


INDEX. 


Pacific Coast Theological Seminary, Supplemental Report........... 


PAGE 

Absentees and Excuses, Report of Committee on.................. 24 
BR GUTOTSSIONS BVA afenc a MR cin ar yore te I oi tiv We ds i oR 7 

Agreement Between the Board of Church Extension and the Woman’s 

Home and Foreign Missionary Society, Report of.............. 21 

_ Apportionment for 1905-1906, Report of Committee on............. 29 
Exncininigie ommiittee, sRepOrtOlin a wrote modo Sia eee en 17 
Wiurch te xtension’ Committee, Repoxt ofs. 1.2 25 vw Sea nd oss 20 
Bommnrittees, Oh ist.Of, 5 3 c.<.%:. See Ah ome tak ae EL &, II 

Constitution and Application of Church at San Francisco and Los 

Angeles ReporeOmG@ ommittee ONien ace hue ee ee seat a =e 19 
BPEACONess COMMItLEe  NEPOrt Olean yee hi ws sito) a Be Gad nme oor oe 10° 
Mevotlonali@ommittee,wNeport Olan sae ace ias Sal meen Oe ee 18 
CASTERS S07 satin, Ai eal Get eb Sen ret erie bere ret heeeel tree ata A oh 7 
Rolesiiarngo is OiiCersm ates ok ar GRP tio it. a ace one amen ee coats 23 
Evangelical Lutheran’Synod of California..................-5++++ 2 
Examination for the Ministry, Report of Committee on.............. 19 
Hxcessiand: Deficit, Report of Committee on. 7.7 .. 42 4... yates seks 31 
ome Missions, Report of Committeeion.............2.5., 002-005 ee 
Imstallations...........- ee he MO ner Nee Ts LETT CRE FT Soh OTe OS INA 7 
Wetters and Papers, Report-of Committee on... 2.0... 2. act oe we 20° 
Minutes of Last Convention, Report of Committee on .............. Il 
Minutes of Conferences, Report of Committee on................... 19: 
ReIEESCE LILI ene Seen tte ea TEN teen cotaiatng eeoaie  g-aisaue erates Biol otoe 27 
Oat? INMEGSTORSS c 5.ceobs hlare sodA cies BIS too ony Onn cna rare ai a Cicer ctc nD 8 
Parochial Report, Report of Committee on.................00500-- 15, -32< 
Pacific Coast Theological Seminary, Report of Committee on........ 17 
18. 


50 INDEX. 


PAGE 
Program for Next Synod sre .c cig actos eer eri ee renee er ened petene 4 
Presidents! Report ic. 5 setups ccarevciersr to eek oan e se ne ene eee 6 
President’s Report, Report of Committee on..%...............--. 15 
Resignationsys csc sce slo ards e+ sete sesvece dioptric meee eat 7 
Recommendations... 2.4. j1250s ef eee EM Bern micas wid speegaeere nes G 
Reporters’: assay cc ee ee ee he nee e ae as DOU REDS aos 12 
ReSOlWtonsh vc: 1c) kts cece ee eer eee 16,17; 22, 20sn2q 
Resolutions, Report-ot Committee ona. oa. - > ee caer ae 23 
Setting-Apart Service? <i ASS ag econ cess ciate ee rae ee eee eI eee 8 
State ofthe! Church heport:of Committee oniae) oe ett eee 24 
synodical"Calendar.. Sooo cc tae cre ersten ake ease ie eee 3 
Synodical Rollie. Selene deccrs cook oe ete crmcnce oe en (o reer 6 
Systematic Beneficence, Report of Committee on................... 24 
Treasurers Reporta cele ee eise at Ot ek aia ea ee 30 


‘Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society.................+- 36 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


IN CONNECTION WITH 


PUBSGENERAL SYNOD 


OF THE 


Lutheran Church in the United States, 


CONVENED IN 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., MAY 30 To JUNE 1, 1906. 


ALSO REPORT 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 
SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 
HELD IN 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., MAY 31 AND JUNE 1, 19006. 


PRINTED FOR THE SYNOD 
BY THE ' 
LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
1906. 


| 


PGs INUKOUMUOSIOg uC ey os UBUIS IE ED) “ASM “TOSHONs) “ANN CAO OOOI | oem ee © +o] UNUTBIOBS 
Gn Nu CU UOSIopGy apices ey 2s URUIAST [CEP aE 6) ASS a TOACO NK ery eNOS SOOT es ue nn os asof ues} SI 
“Qa Neculuastoy sSetlas UeWIeT [IFT ‘(HD “Aoy) ayoYyod uuvuePy *aAdy| VOOI jt episiaaTry] FI 
‘qd ‘W ‘Suliuasie’] Ss "a Avial aver m as) im 6 Ue [IFT Te] Dy Ady | eee ewes ayoryor) UULULO FY "ADY So61 eC oyusuTeIoRS cy 
SGI aIN GeoURL STD ay eeu ye oe os ae BCs }PIVRE ia, ts) Se en ATOM WeITTIM, “ASY] ZOOT foo epowely| ZI 
IGN SSUNXUOSIO | CCuiE mn oc as WANE a Han eo) VED IS Poe Me 2a SOLO RO af alec AONT || LOOM: | se menace ae sojesuy soy] II 
‘dW ‘Suttuasiey “SG gj WARCETIG Sesh eo) Ot wee oe WOE, “gel “AS QOO1 je ye oosiouRIy UBS] OT 
‘qd ‘W ‘SUlUasia] Ss Ti Cite a a Tae an Yar) UevULIdT [IFT ya 3) ‘AdY 3) wie /») (wis, wlie- mis) erie)cahls lead “Mm af “AY 6681 ois ee 6s ere © «68 oso ues 6 
“‘SUIPIOAT uyof IN| a ee ee eq "Mm “Af “ADY) see eee d ud ‘apuelaN “a “AD g6gI nite det fut yk i ojyuoureioes 8 
“Zurpraaq ugof TN) alae eite enie Teeter JaAnIx) Bal ‘0 “Ad aietehincnte culeice vas IYO ee > “Ady L6g1 at imihech ey CRs fei oy a) eras oh purpyeo L 
"SUIDIAAG CUO, =Ayhy 2° 7 JOANIS) “FTO AOM | CL CL ASlsSel Lae eA AON | OORT te oe is gsof ues] 9 
“Surpiaaq uyof eT Se ea 13420 “7 a) “AD Pe eR esse aN a) “Ady 6691 Bepretns sare eee sopasuy soy ¢ 
“‘Surpraaq ayof “LINC ea ee eee woOUTIS ‘Ss f chOMT es ae da ‘ud ‘guns HCW *A0%y b6g1 PRelsietevers) = tal (nva'fs ossIq ues + 
“SUlpIOAG WYO! Ape ° Vos Sass: ORG OR TNRONN ae) SAO ME oe te pe gee Tigenigycabitiugsp We pey e rsoyey | SPR OS ae ojusuteioes) £ 
‘Suipioaq uyof “zy\\* era Co[ssony oWEeS) TAS AOM IE OL CL OsUlysOry “Sey “ASM cOgT oe ee ‘oosiouely ues) Zz 
‘suIpioag uyof “xyq|°"* "Cd “Cd “wosuTysoFy “S “AA “APY JOTI Gene Dom LOST eo 7 ae ee sajasuy soy] I 
o Z 
“UTUNSVAAL, “AUVLAWOAS “LINACISAAT = : E 
: ‘HOVId a 
g 
‘SYAOLAAO | 


‘VINAOMITVO AO GONAS NVAGHLNT TVOITAONVAD 


SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1906-1907. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT—Rev. WILLIAM E. CROUSER, 450 N. Fourth Street, San José, Cal. 
SECRETARY—Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, Redlands, Cal. 
TREASURER—P. S, LEISENRING, M. D., Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


HOME MISSIONS. 


Rev. WILLIAM E. CROUSER, Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
Rev. HERMANN GEHRCKE. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
Rsv. WILLIAM E. CROUSER, Rsv. CHARLES F. OEHLER,,. 
Mr. J. A. BOHN. 
MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 


Rev. JOHN EDWARD HOICK, Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
Rev. WILSON L. REMSBERG. 


EXAMINATION FOR MINISTRY. 


Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc.D., D. D., Rev. CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
Rev. WILSON L. REMSBERG. 


STATE OF CHURCH. 


Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK, Rey. A. E, DEITZ, 
Rev. H. 8. FEIX. 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
Rev. GEORGE R. BIRD, D. D., Rev. ADOLF JATHO, 
Rev. EDWIN HADLOCK, Pu. D. 
PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


Rev. J. W. FRICKE, 523 Seventeenth Street, Oakland, Cal. 
Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, Rey. J. C. PEDERSEN. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


PACIFIC COAST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Rey. WILLIAM E. CROUSER, Rev. CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
Rey. HERBERT J. WEAVER, Mr. J. A. BOHN, 
Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, Mr. J. W. FRICKE, 

Mr. FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


TEMPERANCE. 
Rev. GEORGE R. BIRD, D. D., Rev. O. H. GRUVER, 
Mr. ROBERT H. YOUNG. 


BASIS OF APPORTIONMENT. 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., Ruy. H. J. WEAVER, 
Rev. J. E. HOICK. 
SYNODICAL MISSIONARY. 


Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rey. H. J. WEAVER, 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—Redlands, Cal. 
Time—April oth, 1907. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


Tuesday, 7.45 P. M. SERMON BY THE PRESIDENT. 
‘« The Need for a Spiritual Awakening.” 
Holy Communion. 


Wednesday, 7.45 P. M. Srermon sy Rev, A. E. Derrz. 
«« Personal Cleansing.”” 


Thursday, 3 P. M. Paper sy Rev. W. L. RemszBere. 
* Art. IX. Augsburg Confession.” 


Thursday, 7.45 P. M. Sermon sy Rev. O. H. Gruver. 
“Personal Responsibility.” 


Friday, 7.45 P. M. Sermon ny Rey. H. J. WEHAVER. 
“Times of Refreshing.” 


‘One half hour devotional service before each business session, with Bible Study on First 
Epistle of John, conducted by Rev. J. E. Horcx. 


LIST OF COMMITTEES FOR 1906. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


Rev. H. J. WEAVER, Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. 
APPORTIONMENT. 
Rev. H. O. GRUVER, Rev. H. S. FEIX. 
LETTERS AND PAPERS. 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., Mr. J. A. BOHN. 
ABSENTEES AND EXCUSES. 4 
Rev. H. GEHRCKE, Rey. H. S. FEIX, Mr. FRED. MECKFESSEL, 
AUDITING. 
Rey. A. JATHO, Mr. FRANK MECKFESSEL. 
RESOLUTIONS AND TEMPERANCE. 
Rey. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., Rev. A. E. DEITZ. 
DEVOTIONAL. 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER, Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D. 


EXCESS AND DEFICIT. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK. 
SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE. 
Rev. H. S. FEIX, Rev. J. C. PEDERSEN. 
MINUTES OF CONFERENCES. 
Rey. A. J. HARTSOCK, D.D. 


NECROLOGICAL. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK, Rev. H. J. WEAVER. 
APPLICATIONS OF CONGREGATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
Rey. H. J. WEAVER, Rev. J. E. HOICK, Rev. H. GEHRCKE: 
ENDING OF FISCAL YEAR. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK, Rey. An be DO EEDZ: Mr. A. J. BOHN. 
REPORTERS. 
Observer—Rev. H. J. WEAVER. World—Rerv. O. H. GRUVER. 


Evangelist—Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D. 


a Lutheran—Rey.G, H. HILLERMAN. 
Zionsbote—Rev. C. F. OEHLER. trtedensbote—Rrv. H. GEHRCKE. 
City Papers—Ruv. C. F. OKHLER, Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D. 


DELEGATES TO FORTY-THIRD GENERAL SYNOD. 


Clerical, PRINCIPALS Lay. 
Rev. H. GEHRCKE, Mr. A. J. BOHN, 
Rev. H. J. WEAVER, Mr. P. S$, LEISENRING, M. D. 
ALTERNATES, ‘ 
Rev. W. E. CROUSER, Mr. A. P. CRIM 


Rey. O. H. GRUVER, Mr. FRED, CHAPMAN, 


ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Lutheran Synod of California 


HELD IN 


THE GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
REV; C. He OEHICER, . Pastor, 
SACRAMENTO, CAL., MAY 30 to JUNE 1, 1906. 


Note.—Exact particulars and full reports of special matters can be had by addressing the 
Secretary. 


DEVOTIONAL. 


The President preached the opening sermon from Phil. i. 7 : 
*«' The Nature of the Gospel,’’ after which Synod partook of the 
Lord’s Supper. 

Other evening addresses were as follows: Rev. W. S. Hos- 
kinson,f.DsD2, «2 Our Possibilities’'at. Home’’;» Rev. H. J: 
' Weaver, ‘‘ Our Possibilities Abroad’’; Rev. G. H. Hillerman, 
“The Need of Our State’’; Rev. O. H. Gruver, ‘‘ Our Young 
People.’’ 

Half-hour devotional services at the opening of the business 
sessions were in charge of Revs. Oehler, Gruver, Hoick, and 
Deitz. 
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Synodical Roll. 


z . 

e z CLERICAL. ADDRESS. Lay. 
mH 
Z| | 
pea | | 
1870|Silas W. Young, a. ¢...... Berrien Springs, 

IMICh Tie pores No charge. 
1870|John Gutleben *........-.. |Fruitvale......... William Mohring, e.f 
174|George R. Bird, D. D., a. e.|Los Angeles ..... No delegate. 
1877 Wilson L. Remsberg...... Santa Barbara. ...|Edward Ferl, a. e. 
18777 Jacob is:, Moset,.@. é5 1 si Washington, D. C.|No charge. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, D. D....|Sacramento....... Frank Meckfessel. 
1880|Henry S. Feix.2...)....-.. Hresnor ee son nae Konrad Kuhn, a. e. 
LSSTM). \Copk edersenaee paisa: Salinas seaece seme |A. K. Nissen, a. e. 
1505) 12. .C.,. outzahny asec aoe Arroyo Grande... .|No charge. 
LSS7PAGolfjathose 242.2 J. a4. ne @akland }. if £22 ‘Konrad Bill, a. e. 
1888|/Charles F. Oehler......... Sacramento ...... |Fred Meckfessel. 
1889) William Brandes, a....... Allanvedass) ois. scive No charge.  ~ 
1891\Archibald E. Deitz........ Riversides 42... C. W. Castleman, a. e. 
1892|Herman Gehrcke......... San Francisco, ...|John Bruns, a. e. 
4892/Oscar H. Gruver.......... Oanklarid ays yecnk: J. A. Bohn. 
1893 Edwin H. Hadlock,Ph.D.,¢.|\San Francisco....|J. W. Fricke, a. e. 
1894|John Edward Hoick ...... Sandbreso:. of No delegate. 
1894|Herbert J. Weaver........|Los Angeles ..... H. A. Getz, a. e. 
1896\George H. Hillerman..... (Redlandsteeeets= AS Py Crim, a: 2: 
1898|William E. Crouser....... San |Ose. eae Willard W. Rex, a. e. 
1898|/Arthur C. Delbo, a........ Banningie- =oee No charge. 
1900/P. W. H. Frederick, a. ¢..|Pasadena......... A. J. Hartsock, D. D. 


Rey. J. T. Wills, D. D., of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Sacramento, 
Cal., advisory member. 


a. e. Absent and excused. e. Excused before close of Synod. 
a. Absent and unexcused. 
* Received from German Nebraska Synod. + Commissioner, 


t Received from Danish Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 


President’s Report. 


Brethren and Fellow-laborers in the Master's Vineyard: We assemble to- 
‘day in the wake of the most disastrous calamity that has ever visited any por- 
tion of this nation. The terrific earthquake of the morning of April 18th, 
that visited the central portion of this State, destroying lives and property and 
leaving San Francisco at the mercy of the flames, has cast a pall of sadness over 
this entire land. A few weeks ago we were looking forward to our sixteenth 
annual convention, in St. Matthew’s Church in San Francisco, but to-day that 
Church is in ashes, and the metropolis of the Pacific coast is wrecked and 
charred, while other cities have suffered severely from the shock. Through 
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the kindness of Brother Oehler and his good people, we convene here to-day 
to review the work of the year and to formulate plans for the extension of the 
work in this State. Notwithstanding the recent calamity, I am persuaded that 
the prayers and aspirations of the godly men in our pulpits, and of the conse- 
crated members in our churches, prefigure a brighter day in the history of 
Lutheranism, and a deeper and richer glory for the Church of Jesus Christ on 
this coast. : 

It is my sad lot to record the death of twoof our members during the year. 
Just as the new year was dawning, Rev. Samuel Sprecher, D. D., LL. D.; 
passed peacefully away, at his home in San Diego, aged ninety-five. Al- 
though not engaged in active work, his rich experience and ripe scholar- 
ship were felt in the affairs of the Church. His name lives, embalmed in the 
memory of men, not alone for his superior gifts and his exceptional scholar- 
ship, but on account of the distinctively religious features of his life. 

Rev. John Schmierer died at his home in Monrovia, on April 3d, after an 
illness of five months, due to paralysis. Rev. Herbert J. Weaver officiated at 
the funeral. 

A few days prior to the death of Dr. Sprecher, Brother William Bosbyshell, 
a prominent member of the First Church of Los Angeles, answered the final 
roll call. This brother was one of the organizers of this Synod and a frequent 
delegate to its conventions. He was chosen twice to represent this body at 
the convention of General Synod. 

An Obituary Committee has been appointed, to whom this matter has been 
referred, and a suitable token of our esteem for these fallen brethren will be 
presented at the proper time. 

Your attention is now invited to.a record of my official acts. 


I. ADMISSIONS, 


At the last convention of Synod Rev. William H. Naffziger presented a let- 
ter of dismissal from the East Ohio Synod. As this was done after the Presi- 
dent’s Report had been submitted, and no record was made of it, I deem it 
wise to mention it here. 

Rev. John Gutleben presented a letter of dismissal from the German Synod 
of Nebraska, under date of December 4th. His name was placed on the roll. 


II. DISMISSALS. 


Rev. Edward Nelander, Ph. D., at his own request, was given a letter of 
dismissal to the California Conference of the Augustana Synod, on June 3oth. 

On November 28th, Rev. William H. Naffziger notified me that he had 
returned within the bounds of the East Ohio Synod, and requested a letter of 
dismissal to that body, which was promptly sent. 

Several months after his resignation of the Wartburg charge in Fresno, Rev. 
Lutz Horn requested a certificate of membership in this Synod, that he might 
unite with the Lutheran ministry of Germany, The certificate was granted. 
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III. RESIGNATIONS. 


A few days after the last convention, Rev. Lutz Horn notified me that he 
had resigned the pastorate of the Wartburg congregation of Fresno, to take 
effect June Ist. 

The latter part of June, Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., wrote me that, after 
much serious meditation and prayer, he had accepted a call outside of our 
Synod, and that after June 30th the mission of which he was pastor would be 
vacant. 

Rev. William Brandes resigned the pastorate of Christ’s German Church in 
Alameda, some time in February, but no official notice came to your President 
until a few days before Easter, when the resignation was to take effect. This 
pastorate is still vacant. 

IV. CALL ACCEPTED. 


Rey. H. S. Feix was invited by the Home Mission Committee to spend a 
few days with the Wartburg congregation in Fresno, with the intention of ac- 
cepting a call should everything be favorable. The first of October he notified 
me that a call had been extended to him and that he had accepted it and 
would begin work soon. 


V. CORNER-STONE LAYING. 


On April 29th, the Wartburg congregation in Fresno laid the corner-stone 
of their new church, with appropriate exercises. After a long delay, that 
almost cost the mission its life, due entirely to a misunderstanding, the Board 
of Church Extension granted a loan of $1,250.00, and the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Woman’s Society supplemented this with a donation of $250.00, mak- 
ing in all $1,500.00. Plans have been adopted for a church that will cost, 
when completed, about $4,000.00. The building is now under construction, 
and soon our congregation in this city will have a comfortable and attractive 
church home. 

VI. DEDICATION. 


St. Mark’s congregation in Los Angeles made a decided gain in the erection 
of a modest but attractive chapel on their commodious lot in one of the resi- 
dential portions of that rapidly-growing city. On the last day of the old year 
this chapel was formally set apart for purposes sacred and divine. Your Presi- 
dent preached in the morning, and also in the afternoon, when the dedicatory 
service was held. Revs. Herbert J. Weaver and P. W. H. Frederick were 
present and assisted. This’ congregation has been granted a donation of 
$200.00 and a loan of $600.00 by the Executive Committee, and a loan of 
$400.00 by the Board of Church Extension. St. Mark’s now has a property 
worth $4,000.00, and the prospects for growth are quite favorable. 


VII. INSTALLATIONS. 


Rev. Edwin H. Hadlock, Ph. D:, was publicly installed pastor of the First 
Church in San Francisco, on the.evening of June 6th. The charge was given 
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to the people by Rev. Oscar Gruver, of Oakland, and to the pastor by your 

President. Other Lutheran pastors were present and assisted in the service. 
In connection with the dedication of the new chapel in Los Angeles, Rev. 

George R. Bird, D. D., was installed pastor of St. Mark’s, on December 31st. 


VIII. THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


The removal of Dr. Nelander from our Synod left a vacancy in the com- 
mittee to whom this matter had been entrusted. At the urgent request of the 
other members of the committee, your President consented to serve until 
this convention. The report of this committee will be presented at the proper 


time. 
IX. THE ‘¢ CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN.?’’ 


A new publication has made its appearance under the above name, edited 
by the members of the Southern Conference. This newsy little paper is de- 
voted to the interests of our churches in the south, and is a credit to the men 
and congregations there. It is hoped that it will enlarge its mission until it 
becomes the organ of Lutheranism on this coast. 


X. CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE, 


A letter of greeting, signed by your President and Secretary, was sent to 
the California Conference of the Augustana Synod, asking that fraternal dele- 
gates be exchanged. After some delay, an answer came from the retiring 
President, stating that the conference had decided that the request could not 
be entertained. 

In this age, when a closer fellowship in Christian activity is being agitated 
and cemented among different denominations, itis to be deplored that such a 
spirit is not possible among brethren of the same household of faith. 


XI, VISITS OF SECRETARIES. 

The Church in our State greatly enjoyed the visit of Rev. A. Stewart Hart- 
man, D. D., Secretary of the Board of Home Missions, during the latter part 
of November and the former part of December. It was a great pleasure for 
us to welcome our beloved Secretary to our various fields of labor and to listen 
to his sound advice. Dr. Hartman returned to the East with a thorough 
understanding of the needs and the possibilities for growth in this State, and 
his visit is already bearing fruit. 

With equal pleasure did we greet Rev. H. L. Yarger, D. D., Field Secre- 
tary of the Board of Church Extension, on his visit to our pastorates, and to- 
day regret that we cannot have his helpful presence on the floor of Synod, as 
was contemplated when he came to the coast. 


XII. CONGREGATIONS SEEKING ADMISSION, 


Two congregations seek admission to membership in our Synod. Through 
some oversight, the Wartburg congregation was not received at the last con- 
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vention, Its application for membership, together with a copy of its constitu- 
tion, is in the hands of the proper committee. 

A new congregation has been organized at Salinas, known as Our Saviour’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. They have called Rev. J. C. Pedersen, until 
recently pastor of the Danish church in that city, and he has accepted the call. 
The credentials of this congregation are also in the hands of the same com- 
mittee. 

XII. REV. J. C. PEDERSEN. 

A communication was received from Rev. J. C. Pedersen, of Salinas, stat- 
ing that he had severed his connection with the Danish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and applying for membership in this Synod. A certificate 
from the officers of the Danish body accompanied the communication, showing 
this brother to be in good standing. 

These papers were submitted to the Committee on Examination for the 
Ministry (Constitution, Article VI., Section 2), and they will report at an 
early hour. 

XIV. CHURCHES DAMAGED BY EARTHQUAKE. 


The following churches suffered more or less from the terrific earthquake of 
April 18th : 

Grace Church, of San José. Plaster off inside, chimney down to ground, 
cement off on gable, and other minor injuries sustained. A conservative esti- 
mate places the damages at $600.00. 

St. Andrew’s, San Francisco. Total loss by fire. This church two years 
ago cost $6,500.00. Congregation scattered. 

St. Matthew’s, San Francisco. This church was totally destroyed by fire, 
but as it was merely rented by the congregation, the loss is confined to fur- 
niture. 

The pastor, Rev. Hermann Gehrcke, lost his home and all his goods, and 
85 per cent. of his congregation lost all that they possessed. 

The First Church in San Francisco was not seriously damaged by the quake 
and fortunately escaped the ravages of the fire. Fifteen hundred dollars will 
cover the extent of damage. 

The church in Oakland suffered but little. 


XV. RECOMMENDATIONS, 


1. Inasmuch as the Board of Church Extension and the Home Mission Board 
have both appealed to the churches of the General Synod in behalf of the 
California churches which suffered during the recent calamity, and inasmuch 
as a special appeal has gone out from the Executive Committee of the Woman’s 
Society, I recommend that these appeals be endorsed by this body, and that 
we tender to our sympathetic friends our deep gratitude for their prompt and 
generous help in our time of distress. 

2. As the business of Synod has grown greatly since the present constitu- 
tion was adopted, and as the closing sessions are crowded with important busi- 
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ness, I recommend that action be taken looking forward to the appointment or 
election of a Statistical Secretary, to whom all matters of a mathematical 
character might be submitted several days prior to our convention, and who 
would be ready to report at our first session. 

3. There is no doubt in my mind but that the most gigantic evil of our age 
is the legalized liquor traffic. That which honors infamy, defames charity, 
perverts the press, intimidates the pulpit, debases legislation, and attempts to 
blacken religion should be strenuously opposed by every Christian organiza- 
tion. The religious consciousness of the masses is being awakened, and the 
time has come for us to lead in all possible means toward the final annihilation 
of this industry of hell. I recommend that a permanent committee of three 
—two clerical and one lay—be appointed to work in conjunction with similar 
committees from other denominations and temperance organizations for the 
enactment of healthful legislation along reform lines, and for the definite and 
total and eternal suppression of the American saloon, the licensed bar, and 
the sale of intoxicants under any name. 

4. After one year of service as President of Synod and Chairman of the 
Home Mission Committee, I am forced to the conclusion that no man can 
serve his own pastorate with any degree of satisfaction and yet give to mission- 
ary work the attention the demands of this hour require. The time has come 
when, if we are to occupy the place in the development of this State that 
really belongs to us, we must have some one in the field who is free from pas- 
toral care and who is able to give his entire time to missionary work. I there- 
fore recommend that this matter be referred to a committee, who shall report 
some definite plan of action for our deliberation. 


XVI. THE OUTLOOK. 


The most casual observer cannot but be impressed by the immense and ever- 
widening opportunities before us as a denomination in this State of limitless 
resources. To meet the demands we need: First, a wave of enthusiasm 
in the East that will lay at our feet fourfold more money. In some way 
the people of the East must be made to feel the tremendous pressure under 
which we labor and the overwhelming need of the Gospel in this land. 
Secondly, we need a company of godly men who are not afraid of hardship. 
Brethren, the most serious hindrance to our work is lack of suitable men. 
The men we really must have to insure a permanent growth cannot be had. 
There seems to be in our ministry a lack of that abiding faith that will trust 
God to care for His own. We seem to have lost the beautiful idea that faith- 
ful service will be rewarded even in this life. The majority of men must be 
-assured of large salaries before they are willing to begin the work. Either 
cour social life is too extravagant in its demands or we have Jost faith in Him 
who said to His disciples, ‘‘ Lo, I am with you alway.’’ As I see the situa- 
tion to-day, we want men who are pre-eminently men of faith and trust ; 
men who can remove mountains by constant prayer ; men whose faith in the 
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old Gospel cannot be shaken; men who can adapt themselves to peculiar 
conditions without surrendering principle; men who combine the qualities of 
the preacher with those of the faithful pastor’; undaunted, unsubduable,, 
consecrated men of God. Not invalids seeking health; not rolling stones 
that gather no moss; not adventurers bent on speculation ; not bigots blind 
to all goodness outside of themselves; not formalists drawing nigh to God 
with their mouths while their hearts are far from Him; but men of muscle 
and brain and prayer, who can find sunshine amid shadows, comfort in suffer- 
ing, and joy in fidelity to duty regardless of apparent results. 

Brethren, the harvest is white but the laborers are few. As the Master 
has emphasized prayer as a means in the multiplication of laborers, let us pray 
earnestly, faithfully, continually, that He will send suitable men into the har- 
vest fields, that golden sheaves may be gathered ere the sun goes down. 


Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER. 


All recommendations adopted. 


Reports of Standing and Special Committees. 
All adopted. 


Report of Examining Committee. 


Your Examining Committee have looked over the credentials of Rev. J. C. 
Pedersen and find them satisfactory, We recommend that his name be placed. 
on our ministerial roll. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
H. GEHRCKE. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Convention, with Answers. 


Having examined the minutes of last convention of the Synod of California, 
held at San José, Cal., we beg leave to report the following items requiring the 
attention of this convention : 

1. On page 22 there is a resolution instructing our delegates to the General 
Synod to ‘‘use their best endeavors to bring about a better understanding ”’ 
between the Board of Church Extension and the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society. Have our delegates met with any success in this matter ? 
eaVesn 

2. On the same page a resolution is recorded, urging each pastor that he use 
his best endeavor to organize within his congregation a ‘‘men’s league.” 
How many pastors have reported success? ‘‘ Some have.’’ 

3- On the same page a resolution will be found intended to make it the duty 
of each pastor of our Synod to see that our own Lutheran literature be used in 
our Sunday schools. Are there any Sunday schools in our California Synod 
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which do not use our literature? <‘‘ Pastors instructed to bring matter before 
their church councils.’’ 

4. On page 27 a typographical error will be found which might create the 
impression that the Ministerium met at Redlands. It should read ‘‘San 
José.’’? ‘‘ Mistake of the Secretary.’ f 

5. Have copies of the resolutions passed by the Ministerium on May 13th 
(page 28) been sent to all Presidents named in said resolutions? <‘ Yes.” 

6. Your committee would respectfully recommend that a// resolutions, with 
exception of those offered by chairmen of committees and incorporated in the 
reports of their respective committees, be referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. Adopted. 


Respectfully submitted, H, 8S. FEIX: 


Report of Church Extension Committee. 


Your committee to whom was referred this important branch of Synodical 
work, submits the following report : 

Three churches in our Synod have been aided during the year. 

1. The Wartburg congregation in Fresno, Rev. H. S. Feix, pastor, has 
been granted a loan of $1,250.00 by the Board of Church Extension, and the 
Executive Committee of the Woman’s Society has supplemented this amount 
with a donation of $250.00. Rev. Feix expects to raise at least $1,000.00 on 
the field. This congregation has a corner lot and is now erecting a church. 

2. St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, Rev. George R. Bird, D. D., pastor. This 
mission, after a desperate struggle, has been granted a donation of $200.00 
and a loan of $600.00 by the Woman’s Society, and a loan of $400.00 by the 
Board. A modest chapel now stands on the lot purchased by this congrega- 
tion, and the work is progressing nicely. 

3. Trinity, Pasadena, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, pastor. The Church Ex- 
tension Board has donated 250.00 to this congregation, to be used in the 
erection of a church. The pastor has already $1,600.00 in subscriptions, 
which, with the $1,000.00 promised by the Woman’s Society, will enable 
them to build a beautiful little church. They will probably erect their church 
this year. 

The calamity in San Francisco and neighboring cities has made it impera- 
tive for the Church Extension Board and the Executive Committee of Woman’s 
Society to come to our relief. This they are anxious and willing to do, 

Our hearty thanks are due both these organizations for their generous help 
' during the year. 


Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 


C. F. OEHLER, 
J. A. BOHN. 
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Report of Delegates to the Forty-second Convention of the General Synod. 


[Wote.—Over three-fourths of this report is recorded ip full in the protocol, but omitted 
here, as it deals with Organization of General Synod, Reports of Boards, Resolutions, 
Woman’s Work, and a few items elsewhere mentioned in this printed report of Synod. It 
concludes as follows :] 


Your delegates were authorized to appear before the Executive Committee 
of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society and the Board of 
Church Extension to protest against what we understood was an agreement 
between these agencies of the Church in regard to extending aid in the erec- 
tion of new churches. 

This was done when Dr. Leisenring and the chairman of the delegation met 
the Executive Committee, at their regular June meeting, in Springfield, Ohio, 
and for the entire afternoon discussed our California work. We found the 
heartiest interest and sympathy manifest toward all our churches, and can 
assure the members of this Synod that the women stand ready to advance our 
work in any way in their power. The members of the delegation met with 
the Church Extension Board at the meeting of General Synod, and, as a result 
of these two conferences, can report that a grave misunderstanding has existed 
in the minds of the brethren regarding that agreement. In years past some 
churches received large aid from the Executive Committee, and, appealing to 
the Church Extension Board, received another large donation or loan, thus 
securing double aid, while there were other just as needy congregations wait- 
ing for assistance. This was possible because there was no consultation be- 
tween the two loaning bodies before moneys were granted. The result was. 
that the Board decided it could not assist the women’s work when so pressed 
by needy calls, East and West, from churches that were not on the mission 
list of the women. So that, when the women could not aid, or could not give 
sufficient aid, a church was likely to suffer, though the Board of Church Ex- 
tension did not live up to this understanding. In order that every church 
might be justly and fairly treated, not receiving double aid, and yet receiving 
what would be necessary, the following agreement was entered into, and this 
agreement is the cause of all our unrest: 


[Note.—Here follows full text of the agreement, as taken from the minutes of the Four- 
teenth Convention of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, page 58.] 


We have gone into this agreement thus extensively that there might bea 
clearer understanding of the real conditions, and somewhat more fully than we 
would have done had it been possible for Dr. H. L. Yarger to be present 
at this convention, as he had expected, and who intended to explain this mat- 
ter in behalf of the Board of Church Extension. 

The fact is, that this agreement makes possible, surer, fuller, and quicker aid 
than would have been possible under the old arrangement, before this agree-. 
ment went into effect. 
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VI, RECOMMENDATION. 


In closing this report we would offer the following recommendation : 

That a committee be appointed to arrange a plan for changing the date of 
the closing of our Synodical Treasury books, so that it will be possible to have 
all funds intended for the General Boards transmitted to them before their 
books close. 


Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
W. S. HOSKINSON, 
G. G. BURNETT, 
P. S. LEISENRING. 


FRIDAY, JUNE I, 1906. 


Report of Necrological Committee. 


Dr. SAMUEL SPRECHER. 


Rev. Samuel Sprecher, D. D., LL. D., was born at Clear Spring, Washing- 
ton county, near Hagerstown, Md., December 28th, 1810, and was educated 
at the college and seminary at Gettysburg, Pa. In 1837 he was ordained to 
the Gospel ministry by the Synod of Pennsylvania. He accepted a call to Har- 
risburg, Pa., where he remained for three years. Frey Academy next claimed 
his services as principal, until he resigned to re-enter the active ministry at 
Martinsburg, Va. In 1843 he removed to Chambersburg, Pa., to which place 
he had been called. 

In 1849, Dr. Sprecher was selected as President of Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio. For twenty-five years, 1849-1874, he directed the affairs 
of this institution, when, upon his repeated requests, his resignation was ac- 
cepted. For ten years after retiring from the Presidency, he served as a pro- 
fessor in the Theological Seminary, from which, on account of increasing age, 
he also retired, but was continued as Professor Emeritus of Systematic 
Theology. o 

Being in frail health and unable to withstand the rigorous winters of the 
East, he removed to San Diego, Cal., where for seventeen years, in the enjoy- 
ment of good health, he spent his declining years in comparative comfort, 
until the 10th day of January, 1906, he entered into the rest of the saints of 
God. 

As a preacher, Dr. Sprecher was a man of marked ability. Though small 
of physique, and with a voice impaired by disease, nevertheless he possessed 
extraordinary pulpit power. As a speaker, he was clear, convincing, logical, 
moving men by the irrepressible power of truth. As President of Witten- 
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berg College, he not only taught in the class-room with rare ability during 
the week, but also by indefatigable effort preached in various churches on 
Sundays.. He visited neighboring cities, pleading the cause of Wittenberg Col- 
lege, ever stirring up the people to come to the aid of the institution. So 
effectually did he labor that the partially erected structure was completed, and 
sufficient endowment raised to place the institution upon a solid basis. 

Not only as pastor, professor, and college President will Dr. Sprecher be re- 
membered, but also as an author and theologian. Besides numerous articles 
which appeared in the Church periodicals, he wrote ‘‘The Groundwork of 
Lutheran Theology,’’ which has been pronounced thoroughly confessional and 
Lutheran. 

In 1836 Dr. Sprecher was united in marriage to Miss Catherine Schmucker, 
a sister to Dr. S. Schmucker, the eminent author and theologian. Surviving 
are the following children: Rev. S. P. Sprecher, Mrs. C. K. Shunk, O. S. 
Sprecher, L. M. Sprecher, Mrs. Laura C. Lewis, and Mrs. F. P. Davidson. 

Private funeral services were conducted in San Diego, Cal., after which the 
remains were forwarded to Springfield, Ohio, where interment took place in 
Ferncliff Cemetery. 

“« Blessed arethe dead who die in the Lord. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors and their works do follow them.”’ 


REV. JOHN SCHMIERER. 


Rev. John Schmierer, after an illness of five months, entered into rest on 
Tuesday morning, April 3d, 1906. He had attained the age of 62 years'and 
15 days. He was born in Germany in 1844, and was educated as a school 
teacher, which profession he followed until he came to America. 

He received his theological training in the Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, 
Ohio, and, after his ordination in 1881, served congregations in Allen county, 
Ind., and in Woodland, Mich. 

Since 1892 he has resided in Monrovia, Cal., living in retirement with his 
wife and three daughters, who survive him. 

Brother Schmierer was an honest, God-fearing man, and was honored and 
respected by all who knew him. 

The funeral services were conducted by Rev, Herbert J. Weaver, on Thurs- 
day, April 5th. Hye Wee 


WILLIAM BOsBYSHELL. 


Brother William Bosbyshell, of Los Angeles, who has been many times a 
member of this Synod, and who twice represented us at the meetings of the 
General Synod, departed this life January 4th, 1906. His body was buried 
on the seventy-ninth anniversary of his birth. 

His sturdy faith in God, his loyalty to the Lutheran Church, and his love 
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for Christ’s kingdom were exemplified not only in his life, but in his last will 
in which he remembered his local church and several of our general benevo- 
lent Boards. H. J. W. 


Respectfully submitted, Je Boe HOCK, 
H. J. WEAVER. 


Report of Seminary Committee. 


Your committee has held several meetings during the year, besides numer- 
ous communications with the brethren of the Pacific Synod and President of 
the Board of Education, and we now report a summary of action taken. At 
a meeting in Oakland, September 13, 1905, the following resolutions were 
adopted : That the Pacific Theological Seminary be inaugurated : 

I. On the basis of equal representation. 

2. On equal financial and moral support, no restitution being granted in 
case of dissolution. 

3. That the territorial lines be removed, namely: that the Synods involved 
may enter upon each other’s territory. 

These resolutions have been agreed to by the members of the Pacific Synod 
Committee over their personal signatures. Your committee feels that all pre- 
liminary work has now been done, and recommends that definite action be 
taken at this meeting of Synod looking to the establishing of the seminary, 
and that the support promised be now called for, that there may be as little 


_ delay as possible in getting a start made. X 
Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 
C., F; OEHLER, 
J. A. BOHN, 
W. J. HOSKINSON. 


Introductory resolution adopted by 16 yeas ; no nays, and one 
member not voting. 


Entire report adopted unanimously. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


Your Committee on the Report of the President of Synod would respect- 
fully report that we have heard with pleasure the able and comprehensive pre- 
sentation of the conditions existing in our Lutheran churches in California. 

We recommend that the four recommendations of the President be consid- 
ered seriatim. 

Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
Pp) W. H. FREDERICK. 
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Report of Committee on Minutes of Conferences. 


1, In the Minutes of the Southern California Conference, dated December 
12th, 1905, we find, on page 24, the following: ‘‘Resolved, That we send an 
overture to the California Synod requesting the Synod, if possible, to appoint 
a Missionary Superintendent to have general charge and oversight of the mis- 
sionary work of the Synod.’’ 

2. In Minutes of Northern California Conference of September 12th, 1905, 
we find the following item: ‘‘On motion, the President of Conference is in- 
structed to present to the next convention of Synod the matter of the publica- 
tion of a pamphlet on Lutheranism in California.”’ 


Respectfully submitted, A. J. HARTSOCK. 


1. Adopted in item 4 of President’s report. 


2. Referred to the Literature Committee of the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society. 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 


In the department of church work known as Beneficence there are three 
things that deserve the most careful consideration—the amount to be secured, 
the method to be employed, and the spirit to hecultivated. Under our present 
system of working the amount to be secured is approximately determined by 
the Synodical.apportionment. The method to be employed is largely left to 
be decided by each pastor and church according as their wisdom and experi- 
ence may indicate. The General Synod, however, has adopted a system of 
special days for the gathering of Sunday school offerings for the various Boards 
of the Church, which system has been approved by experience, and is, we 
believe, in general use among the churches of our Synod. In general, it may 
be said that such methods should be employed as will tend to cultivate the 
true spirit of Christian liberality among the people and to train up a genera- 
tion of willing givers. 

The spirit to be cultivated is the indirect, but after all, the most important 
end of all the benevolent operations of the Church. Giving is at once an ex- 
pression of Christian life and character and a most important means to the 
further development of such character. Our aim as pastors should be not only 
to secure the amount we desire to raise, but to secure it in such a way as shall 
develop the spiritual life of the Church and train it in the true spirit of Chris- 
tian beneficence. 


Respectfully submitted, H.S.> FETX, 
J: '€: PEDERSEN 
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Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 
The recommendations of this report are found in foot-notes to Synodical Roll.—Sxc. 


Your committee cannot too strongly urge the pastors of our Synod to do 
their duties in always attending its annual meeting and not to leave before its 
close without urgent necessity. 

Respectfully submitted, HERMAN GEHRCKE, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL, 
Ise, 1a a) D.C 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 
Your committee respectfully reports as follows : 
Of the seventeen churches on the roll, fifteen reports are at hand, and of 
these many are deficient through not filling the blanks. 


I, PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Attendance at services of worship is about the truest indication of interest 
in religion. It indicates the appetite for God—how much hunger and thirst 
there is after righteousness. Eleven churches report a total increase of 109 
in membership and four churches a total decrease of 22. As far as an 
average can be made 75 per cent. is the morning attendance and 50 per cent. 
the evening attendance at services. Prayer meetings are reported in twelve 
congregations—one church reporting two, and one a Young People’s prayer 
meeting as being very good. The average attendance is from 8 to 25 per cent. 
at these devotional services. 


2. SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


All the reports speak hopefully of this work. The total enrollment is 1,650, 
and the attendance ranges from full attendance, which one school reports, to 
50 per cent. in others. About 75 per cent. is the general average, and it may 
be considered as a healthy sign of the work among the young in this Synod. 


3. CHURCH SOCIETIES. 


All but one church reports some form of women’s work. There are four- 
teen Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Societies and eleven Ladies’ Aid 
or Auxiliaries, although the latter appear to be more active at present. The 
way the reports are given prevents a statement of the enrollment of these 
societies. Two churches report men’s leagues—the church entertaining Synod 
this year reporting a very active one and to this extent their commendation of 
last Synod as to men’s leagues is recognized. 

There are twelve Young People’s societies—two being Luther Leagues and 
the others the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor form of work. 
Two are especially active—one in San José and the other the First Church 
of Los Angeles. One church reports a boys’ and a girls’ club. 
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4. PROPERTIES AND FINANCES. 


Of the churches reporting, all but one are in possession of property, either 
lots or buildings, or both. The property is generally in good condition. One 
edifice is getting old from service ; one has been burned, and another, a rented 
property, has felt the flames. Five churches have made improvements more 
or less extensive. Four churches have reduced indebtedness to the amount of 
$4,525.00. All save five of those reporting have raised the apportionment 
at this writing ; save in one charge all salaries have been paid ; these finances 
being raised by subscription and collection. The earthquake and fire at San 
Francisco has not been so destructive to the property of churches of this Synod 
as to properties of other dénominations. Two churches are burned and two 
have been marred by earthquake. The principal loss has been on individual 
properties and in the scattering of congregations thereby. 


5. CHURCH LITERATURE. 


There are 335 church papers of different kinds and 170 missionary journals 
reported as taken by the people of this Synod. The California Young Luth- 
eran is circulating in the churches of the Southern Conference, and is serving 
very well as a parish paper and is welcomed by the people with interest. 


6. STUDENTS FOR THE MINISTRY 


Are quite scarce. The First Church of Los Angeles is the only charge re- 
porting a student this year. Two others, who are still connected with the 
Oakland Church, have removed from this State. The intensity of material 
progress in California makes it an unfavorable field for recruiting the minis- 
terial forces. 
Respectfully submitted, GEO. R. BIRD, 
A. E. DETDZ: 


Report of Committee on Applications of Congregations for Membership. 
The following congregations having adopted constitutions in accord with the 
doctrinal position of the General Synod and in accord with the requirements 
of our California Synod, and having made application for membership in our 
Synod, they are hereby recommended, viz.: The Evangelical Lutheran Wart- 
burg Church, of Fresno; the Evangelical Lutheran Zion’s Church, of 
Elmhurst, and San Leandro and Our Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
of Salinas City. 
Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
Jp pHOLCKs 
H. GEHRCKE. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 


Your Auditing Committee reports that it has examined’ the Treasurer’s 
books and vouchers, and finds them to be correct as per report. As the 
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Treasurer was unable, on account of the San Francisco disaster, to cash the 
check sent by the First English Lutheran Church of that city for apportion- 
ment, and therefore unable to give them credit for their contributions, we 
recommend that the Secretary of Synod be authorized to incorporate im 
Treasurer’s Report the apportionment of the First Church in case the Treas-_ 
urer should be able to cash the check in the course of two weeks from date. 


Respectfully submitted, ADOLF JATHO, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


Report of Committee on Close of Fiscal Year. 
Your Cornmittee on the Time for Closing the Treasurer’s Books would 
recommend the adoption of the following amendment to the By-laws : 
Resolved, That By-law No. 11 be changed to read : 
11. ‘* The Synodical year shall close March 2oth, and everything given or 
done after that date shall be credited as work of the new year.’’ 


Respectfully submitted, Jo. TIOLCKS 
ALE DEETZ, 
Jee Ae BOLING: 


Special Resolutions Concerning San Francisco Disaster. 


Resolved, That we have heard with profound feelings of sympathy the rela- 
tion of the sufferings borne by our beloved brother ministers and their people 
of San Francisco and San José from earthquake and fire. 

That it is with gratitude to God we note the substantial expressions of sym- 
pathy from Lutheran churches in California and throughout the East. In view 
of the great need that still continues, we trust that the appeals of our Boards, 
which we heartily indorse, will find ready response, giving our people of this. 
coast sufficient relief from all distress, restoring to them the churches lost and. 
_ continuing this help until they are in position to help themselves. We would 
have all our churches know that the amount as yet received by our pastors for 
their suffering people is altogether inadequate. Their need is great and imme- 
diate and should have help without delay. 

We trust that the Boards having money in hand for this object will forwardi 
the same to the Distributing Committee speedily. 

We would recommend that the local Home Mission and Church Extension 
Committees co-operate with the committee now acting in collecting and dis- 
tributing funds, if deemed advisable. 

That we extend to all our brethren our sincere sympathy and promise them 
our help in every way possible. 

That a copy of this report be furnished to the Boards and to our Church 
papers. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
ley Be LOTTE KK 
O. H. GRUVER. 
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Report of Committee on Excess and Deficit. 


Your Committee on Excess and Deficit submits the accompanying report in 
‘detail, also the following general statement : 

The total amount apportioned by the General Synod to be raised by the 
‘California Synod was $1,724.62. The amount raised is $1,427.51, or a deficit 
of $297.11. 

The following congregations have the honor of having contributed or 
exceeded the amount apportioned : Fresno, Los Angeles (First), Los Angeles 
(St. Mark’s), Oakland, Redlands, Riverside, San Diego, and Santa Barbara. 
(St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, had entire apportionment raised, but five- 
twelfths of the entire amount was consumed in the fire, April 19th.—SECRE- 
TARY. ) 

The following congregations have not raised their apportionment : Pasadena, 
‘Sacramento (German), Sacramento (English), San Francisco (First), San 
Francisco (St. Matthew’s), San Francisco (St. Andrew’s), and San José. 

The amount contributed by the congregations of Synod for benevolence this 
year is about $125.00 less than was contributed last year. 


Respectfully submitted, J. En HOLE 


Report of Home Mission Committee. 


Ten congregations have been receiving aid from the Home Mission Board 
during the year, viz.: San Diego, Redlands, Riverside, St. Mark’s, Los 
Angeles, Pasadena, Santa Barbara, Fresno, San José, St. Andrew’s, San Fran- 
cisco, and Oakland. 

Commendable progress has been made in all our missions. In the majority 
of cases the indebtedness has been reduced, and the congregations have 
assumed a greater proportion of the pastor’s support. Earnest and hopeful 
individuals are being added to the membership and the spiritual life is being 
quickened. 

Your attention is called to a few specific items : 

1. One of our missions, SZ, Andrew's, San Francisco, is entirely destroyed, 
Nothing is left to remind one of the beautiful church that once graced the spot. 
The congregation is scattered and many of them are- homeless and without any- 
thing. The pastor, Rev. Adolf Jatho, who lives in Oakland, suffered no in- 
dividual loss. 

2. Church of the Redeemer, San Francisco.—After the resignation of Rey. 
E. Nelander, Ph. D., your committee did all in its power to secure the services 
of a good man for this place. Failing in this, the mission became practically 
extinct. 

3. Wartburg, Fresno.—Rev. H.S. Feix has been on this field since the 
early part of October. Although he found the work in a most discouraging 
condition, he took hold of it with determination and tact. Out of the broken 
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fragments he has gathered a substantial congregation. The attendance at 
public worship is excellent, and the congregation is moving forward with bright 
prospects. 

4. St. Mark’s, Los Angeles.—Rev. G. R. Bird, D. D., the faithful and untir- 
ing pastor of this mission, has been occupying a most difficult position. In 
many respects this has been one of the hardest fields in this State to develcp. 
With the dedication of the chapel this work made a decided gain, and the 
prospects are now good. 

5. Elmhurst.—On Sunday, April 6th, a congregation was organized at 
Elmhurst, by Rev. John Gutleben, who has been at work there for several 
months. A vacant church has been rented and a Sunday school organized and 
regular preaching services held. Rev. Gutleben wishes this body to recom- 
mend his work to the Home Mission Board and to indorse his application for 
aid. 

6. Christ's (German), Alameda.—This congregation is at present vacant. 
No effort has been made to secure a pastor. On the appointment of the 
President of Synod, Rev. A. Jatho visited the field, and found the conditions 
rather discouraging. This point must not be given up. Alameda must have 
a good man soon, 

7. Some time in April a number of families withdrew from the Danish 
Lutheran Church in Salinas and formed a new organization, known as Our 
Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. They have called as pastor Rev. J. 
C. Pedersen, former pastor of the Danish Church, and he has accepted the 
call. This congregation is also seeking aid from our Board. 

8. San Francisco.—On the recommendation of Dr. Hartman, the Board 
was willing to take up two points in San Francisco, and suitable men were 
being sought for the field. The destruction which the city has suffered has 
altered our plans. 

g. Long Beach.—This point has been recommended to the Woman’s 
Executive Committee, and they have decided to occupy it. For several 
months both they and we have been endeavoring to find a man for the place. 
The prospects are promising, and the work should be started at once. We are 
losing good material on account of our delay. 

10. Santa Cruz was canvassed by Rev. Nafiziger, but not enough interest 
was manifested to warrant any definite action toward organization. 

11. Chico.—A number of families from Fresno have located here, and 
everything appears to be favorable for a prosperous mission. 

12. After a careful consultation with Rev. J. C. Pedersen, of Salinas, and 
Rey. John Gutleben, of Elmhurst, in regard to the conditions of their work, 
we find the prospects encouraging enough to warrant us in recommending these 
two fields to the support of the Home Mission Board. We, therefore, ask 
the indorsement of this body in requesting the Board to support the mission 
at Salinas to the extent of $400.00 the first year, and the one at Elmhurst to 


the extent of $300.00. 
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Other points should be occupied at once, but we have no men. The Board 
is willing and the women are ready to support the work, but suitable men can- 
not be found. : 

Your committee would recommend that this body gratefully acknowledge the 
generous aid extended by the Executive Committee and the Board of Home 
Missions, and that we pledge them our most loyal support in the important 
work they are controlling. 

Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
HERMAN GEHRCKE. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions and Temperance. 


Resolved, That we extend to Brother Oehler and his people our sincere 
thanks for the hospitality they have shown to Synod ; to the choir for the sweet 
music they have given us; to the Sacramento Union, Bee and Star, for the 
favors received from them, That we greatly appreciate the strength of 
Lutheranism in our capital city, and shall gratefully hold in remembrance the 
kindness of our people in Sacramento, and pray that they may ever enjoy 
God’s gracious favor. 

Resolved, That hereafter the Report of Excess and Deficit be confined to 
the excess or deficit of each church on the entire apportionment and to the 
excess or deficit of the entire Synod on each object.—(A. E. D.) 

Resolved, That the Pacific Theological Seminary Committee consist of four 
clerical and three lay members, to be elected by ballot.—(G. H. H.) 

Resolved, That the Secretary be authorized to condense the Minutes as much 
as possible for publication.—(J. E. H.) 

Resolved, Vhat 500 copies of Minutes be printed and distributed.— 
(OREG:,) 

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay to the janitor $5.00 for services, and to 
the Secretary $25.00 for salary.—(W. S. H. and H. J. W.) 

Resolved, That the Home Missions Committee investigate the prospects of 
new German work in Oakland.—( Anon. ) 

Resolved, That the Secretary be authorized to insert in Parochial Report 
benevolence moneys raised by St. Matthew’s Church, San Francisco, but lost 
in the fire—(G. H. H.) 

WHEREAS, The California Lutheran, a monthly paper, published under the 
auspices of the Southern Conference, has met with universal favor among the 
churches in the South. 

Resolved, That we, as a Synod, commend it to all the churches of the 
Northern Conference, and request the pastors of the Northern churches’ to 
contribute news items and secure subscriptions at 25 cents per year, thus mak- 
‘ing this paper in reality as well as in name The California Lutheran.— 
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Seeing that intemperance is productive of widespread evil, and that the 
saloon has no redeeming feature and is become the enemy of the Church and 
the home, we, of the California Synod, once more put ourselves on record as 
favoring all movements that have for their object the mitigation of the evils of 
intemperance. That all the churches within the bounds of Synod be urged to 
observe a Temperance Sunday during the year. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Ag ES DELEZ. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Education. 


Your Committee on Ministerial Education deeply deplores the fact that a 
decline of two students for the ministry is to be noted this year. With fields 
already white unto the harvest and with numerous promising places opening 
to us, the crying need is for more workmen. Your committee recommends 
that continued and earnest prayer be raised to the Lord of harvest, that He 
will raise up and send forth many more laborers. 


Respectfully submitted, pe LOlGKe 
O. H. GRUVER. 


Report of Devotional Committee. 


Devotional Committee submits the following appointments for next Sunday : 
Rev. H. J. Weaver, First English Lutheran Church, San Francisco, Cal. 
Rev. George R. Bird, D. D., Fremont Park Presbyterian Church, Sacramento, 

Cal. 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman, English Lutheran Church, Sacramento, Cal. 
Revs. J. E. Hoick and H. Gehrcke, German Lutheran Church, Sacramento, 


Cal. 
Rey. J. C. Pedersen, Scandinavian service, English Lutheran Church, at 
3 P.M. , 
Rev. H. S. Feix, St. John’s, near Chico, Cal. 
Respectfully submitted, C. F. OEHLER, 


W. S. HOSKINSON. 


Additional Action. 
Notice was given of amendments to the Constitution in exact 
words of changes proposed, whereby the election of a Statistical 
Secretary will be possible. (See Protocol, pages 477, 478. ) 
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At the Ministerium, the action of last year, relative to drop- 
ping Rev. A. C. Delbo from the Synodical Roll, was reconsid- 
ered, and the name of the brother re-entered on the Roll. 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
Secretary. 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


' 
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LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


F, REIMER, 500 Fourteenth Street, Riverside, Cal. 
Mrs. G. BORCHGREVINK, Riverside, Cal. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


FIRST SESSION. 


SACRAMENTO, CaL., May 31, 1906, 9.30 A. M. 


The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
California Synod assembled in its Fifteenth Annual Convention, 
in the German Lutheran Church, Sacramento, Cal., Rev. C. F. 
Oehler, pastor /oc?, with the President, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, in the 
chair. 

The devotional services were conducted by Mrs. Hoick. 

The following officers and delegates presented credentials and 
were enrolled : 

San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Mrs. F. P. Davidson (a. ¢.). 

San Francisco (English)—Mrs. E. Johansen, Mrs. S. E. B.. 
Myers (a. ¢.), Mrs. J. Everding (a. ¢.). 

San Jose—Mrs. W. E. Crouser. 

Oakland—Mrs. George Saxton. 

Redlands—Mrs. A, Stein (a. ¢.). 
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Los Angeles—Mrs. H. J. Weaver (a. e.). 

Riverside—Mrs. G. Borchgrevink. 

Sacramento (German)—Miss Kate Stuber, Mrs. C. Knabel, 
Mrs. G. Grunenwald. 

Christian Endeavor Society—Mtrs. I. Schad (a. e.). 

Sacramento (English)—Mrs. F. D. Jackson, Mrs. N. I. 
‘Throckmorton, Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson. 


a. e. Absent and excused. 


Mrs. C. F. Oehler, in graceful words of Christian courtesy, 
gave the greetings of welcome in behalf of the German Church, 
and Mrs. W. E. Crouser responded for the visiting delegates. 


President’s Report. 


Dear Sisters and Missionary Workers: After a lapse of three years we 
have come again to the Capital City of our State to hold our annual conven- 
tion. For several months we have planned and prepared for this meeting to 
take place in San Francisco, but owing to the great change which has occurred 
there, a kind invitation to meet in this church was extended by the people of 
this congregation. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO DISASTER. 


The overwhelming calamity which has befallen our beautiful city by the 
Golden Gate has brought sorrow and sadness into many hearts and lives. With- 
out warning, like a flash, humanity stood in frailty and weakness before two 
great destructive enemies, earthquake and fire, Unbounded sympathy has 
been extended to all who have suffered in any way, whilst the courage mani- 
fested by the people of the stricken city has truly been marvelous. May our 
kind heavenly Father give strength to all who are bearing burdens in this time 
of trouble. 


** When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply.” 


We have lost churches, and our missionary societies will also suffer. But 
plans for rebuilding are forthcoming, and already our Boards, as well as the 
Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, 
have sent out appeals for these churches and pastors, While all California 
has ably assisted in the relief work for the unfortunate victims of the disaster, 
yet we cannot let this appeal pass by. We want to help in every possible 
way, and this opportunity comes now to the missionary societies. 
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Purified by fire, may the metropolis of our coast rise from its present state of 
desolation to become in the near future a more beautiful and substantial San 
Francisco. 


FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY. 


With this convention we celebrate an anniversary of importance, and it is a 
milestone we cannot pass without worthy comment. The completion of fifteen 
years of effective service is truly a cause for thanksgiving. Let us take a 
backward glance. Several may be present to-day who helped to launch our 
Synodical ship, which has sailed so successfully on the sea of time, until we 
are brought to this significant point. All honor to those who shared in this 
blessed privilege. It is but natural to feel that she who was last at the cross 
and first at the tomb, and she who broke the alabaster box of costly ointment, 
should in loving devotion do many things for her Lord and Master. We are 
justly proud of the women of our Church in California, that they have had a 
share in extending the work in our own State and land, and in sending the 
Gospel to others. In many instances missionary societies have been organized 
by the women of our mission congregations before they even had a church 
building. True, there have been and still remain many difficulties, neverthe- 
less we have made steady progress from year to year, both in membership and 
in contributions, and at the last General Convention our women had the 
distinction of having the most societies in proportion to the number of 
churches in the Synod, exceeding in this respect all other Synodical societies 
in the General Synod. Separated from active centers, in the midst of a 
mission field, this speaks volumes for the faithfulness of our women here on 
the coast. 


HISTORIAN RESIGNED, 


At our convention last spring, Mrs. S. C. Garrett, of Los Angeles, was 
elected Historian. Upon receiving the notification she declined the honor, 
with thanks to the members of the convention. Mrs. G. G. Burnett was then 
appointed and kindly consented to take the office. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE, 


At a meeting held this past year the Bay Cities’ Conference disbanded, and 
the plan was adopted to have a missionary session in connection with the 
Northern Conference. . A most interesting and successful meeting, attended by 
a number of delegates, was held in Oakland. We are confident that if all 
the societies in this part of the State would enter enthusiastically into this 
project, they can receive a great deal of benefit, especially as it comes just 
previous to the Thank-offering meetings and can be a great incentive for the 
fall work. 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE. 


The meeting of the Southern Conference of our Synod was held in Los 
Angeles in December. The women couvened at the same time, delegates at- 
tending from the various societies. Interesting papers were read, and an ad- 
‘dress on ‘Our Woman’s Work’’ was made by Rev. A. Stewart Hartman, 
D. D., who was visiting our churches at that time and was present at the con- 
ference. At this meeting considerable interest was aroused in the Thank- 
offering and various other funds. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Four women in the southern part of the State became Life Members this 
past year, and there were already two in the northern part. Together they 
make a very good beginning for life membership, but we want the list to 
increase, and hope many of our women may be induced to add their names 
this year. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT. 


This a department of which Mrs. R. H. Hay, of Allegheny, Pa., is Gen- 
eral Secretary. Its object is to organize the young people in Mission Bands 
and societies, that they may become acquainted with missionary activities and 
in time be competent to carry forward the work now so successfully performed 
by their elders. We should come face to face with this important fact and see 
if there is anything we can do to interest our young people and children. We 
have but two Mission Bands in the State, and I would heartily recommend the 
appointment of a Young People’s Secretary, who would have for her special 
work the organizing of missionary societies for the young, pointing out to them 
paths of Christian usefulness. 


OUR FUNDS. 


We have made a gain of several dollars over our last year’s report. Thisis 
encouraging to all. One-half of the money sent to the General Treasurer by 
our Synodical Society is contributed to the General Fund. We are pleased to 
note the loyal support we have always given this important department of the 
work. 

Many societies have done exceptionally well this. past year with the Thank- 
offering, especially those in the southern part of the State. The use of the 
boxes has proved a blessing to many women ; the grace of scriptural giving is 
being developed and a spirit of thankfulness fostered toward Him who is ‘‘ the 
giver of every good and perfect gift.” 

We trust the Mission Bands will contribute this coming year to all the vari- 
ous objects presented to the woman’s societies. We want our young people to 
be taught not only the duty, but the joy of systematic giving. 

The next special object, and one that should interest us all, will be for our 
California churches, burned and damaged by the earthquake. This great 
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catastrophe has touched our hearts. We are on the field and realize the great 
need ; let all our women prayerfully and cheerfully respond. May God accept 
all our offerings, whether of money or of effort or of self, and help us all 
whenever we give, to be quite sure that we have given ourselves unto Him, 
‘“ these bodies a living sacrifice, which is our reasonable service.”’ 


CONCLUSION. 


While a shadow may rest upon us just now, we should all endeavor, never- 
theless, to look out upon the future with hope and courage. We will need to 
work very hard this coming year to maintain our accustomed record, but let us 
go forward with an earnest purpose and with faith in Him who has promised, 
‘J will go before thee and make the crooked places straight.’’ 

There is a beautiful illustration in the Bible ; it is in the story of Ruth, as 
told in the second chapter of that book. Ruth said to her mother-in-law, 
“« Let me now go to the field and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight 
I shall find grace.’’? And her mother said, ‘‘Go, my daughter,’’ and she 
went to the field and asked permission of Boaz to glean, and he said unto her, 
‘< Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them.’’ 
And so food was provided for her, and a chance for the gleaning, and later on 
this lord of the harvest said, ‘‘ Let her glean even among the sheaves, and re- 
proach her not, and let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and 
leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not.’’ So she gleaned 
in the field until even, and brought in that night a wonderful gleaning as the 
result of that single day’s effort. 

Dear friends, it is the story of woman’s work for missions. It was the men 
of the Church who first took up this great work. Thirty years ago the women 
began to say with Ruth, ‘‘ Let me now go to the field,’’ and they went, and 
they heard the Lord of the harvest say, ‘‘ Let thine eyes be upon the field, 
and go out after the reapers.”’ 

The time was when women were content to cast an occasional coin in the 
contribution box and utter a brief prayer for the heathen ; that was the extent 
of her missionary activities. But in these latter days she has interested herself 
to such a degree that she is not-only willing to give, but to work and to go, 
that her sisters in darkness and superstition may learn of Jesus Christ. May 
God grant that our hearts may glow with still warmer devotion for His cause, 
and may we all drink more and more deeply of the missionary spirit of the 
great Master Himself. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK. 


The Corresponding Secretary, Miss Stuber, read her annual 


report. 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented. (See page 40. ) 
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Mrs. G. G. Burnett, Historian, sent word that her report had 
been consumed in the fire at San Francisco. 

In lieu of this report, the President presented the following 
list of officers since organization : 


Table of Officers. 


PRESIDENTS, 
Ring wonbn bittle-Wiyvers,) Oakland sc, s.cr. «cles eae eee ae 1892-1894 
Mise © mW. Mapeart,San Wiegowcnrs.. 24 58hue ee oesa cme oe <. 1894-1895 
MiSs EWiens, ELoskinsony SacramentO.s.....0cos< sees senseeees 1895-1896 
Mesmspbverdinge sr Sanchranciscomis), © eyrsc care ocean ea con 1896-1898 
WES aN Vine hLOskinson,, Sactam GntOs,..c..,.d0.s/c).ere ovale elec 1898-1899 
Witse ehcp ld VounmSanyDiegOn Amir. -ekise eee eta. se nee cine trees 1899-1900 
Toe Mawel lye Oaklands fs cro aay acts. ovcbshesey lac Gates ores 1900-1903 
DiiSem peo et OIC, OA IC LO ye neve deca! Wises a ious says siorauauet erecta: 1903-1906 
SECRETARIES. 
MissoMunnie suove, Sam PranciScO\ ss as sctaysie 6) <vase,eue « 64:0) 4 00 0-9 5 ued 1892-1894 
Bites Minnie Gilcher, Sap Die gO... i5 « sisneiee + esses, <1aig oo SHA oF oy 1894-1895 
iissaosesbichkethier, los Ane cles restate tise) shel cies “hore «aaek: 1895-1896 
Miss Manniervayve,ssan' EM rancisCO.. ce a... sietes/s'e arse se cree esi eie 1896-1901 
NirstEWieS.tloskinson, Sacramento: . Ss... e; ited eae. 1901-1906 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES. 
WELSm Vs Ly eMtollers Oakland. tec Scieuc ste are saree. arskereus “lenses 1892-1894 
MASI stds SUING. gOS) ZATIO CLES een yeraeie ce eeiese ces,o ois seeneyel « vei ever ar oer 1894-1895 
NMirsweAu mv othammergSackanenton . sete acta. 2 tude ce cent 1895-1896 
MuscuktaterS tuber, cacramentOys ors « cia Se cin wus wearer Oa eG 1896- 
TREASURERS 
Byes mietibipyGxrath Oa lanes ine a keene sty ayaisncatey seks. eeychenek ote 1892-1894 
nsewlenm Ace DreSsleny SAMN| OSCntaet ace cis cuenta cusiev else edeveyelsre ay aueretsne 1894-1897 
Wirsmy oun: Walling, sOaklan de gayscista clic eitsiercts zo: 8elaie n% ayars srciars 1897-1901 
MRSS BSS aIGelk, MS ero DIE 6), “4 Sines od «lad aU Ulan oa Dicig 7 SO akc IQOI-1903 
IMissalose Idickethiers PointsRichmond 4:1) . fice. oii c  dees oo 1903-1904 
Mrs. W. S. Fry, Riverside, and Miss Leisenring, San Diego...... 1904-1905 
Wits es ODAnSen, Sal PTAMCiSCOm nas city. rigs cots + ciclaat> ciclelatamra= 1905- 
HISTORIANS. 


Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, 1894-1905 
Mrs. G. G. Burnett, 1905- 


The reports of the Thank-offering Secretary and Literature 
Committee were read by the Secretary. 
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On motion, Mrs. C. F. Oehler and Mrs. O. H. Gruver were 
made advisory members of the convention. 

A motion to contribute the convention offerings to the Cali- 
fornia churches damaged by fire and earthquake was carried. 

The offering was $1.80. 

Sentence prayers were offered and the convention adjourned. 


oe 
SECOND SESSION. 


THURSDAY, May 31, 2.30 P. M. 


Devotional service, led by Mrs. Saxton, of Oakland. 

Roll call. 

Minutes of the morning session read and approved. 

The President appointed the following. Convention Commit- 
tees: 

Auditing—Miss Stuber, Mrs. Grunenwald. 

President s Address—Mrs. Oehler, Mrs. Knabel. 

Corresponding Secretary's and Literature Committee's Report 
—Mrs. Saxton, Mrs. Johansen. 

Letters, Greetings, Papers—Mrs. Hoskinson, Mrs. Throck- 
morton. 

Resolutions—Mrs. Crouser, Mrs. Jackson. 

LVominating Committee—Mrs. Gruver, Mrs. Borchgrevink. 


Reporters. 

Lutheran:-World, Observer, Evangelist, Missionary Journal— 
Mrs. Hoskinson. 

Zionsbote—Miss Stuber. 

Reports from Auxiliary delegates were received, showing 
faithfulness everywhere. 

The report of Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, delegate to the Silver 
Jubilee Convention, at Springfield, Ohio, was read by Mrs. 
Crouser. 

A Symposium followed on ‘‘ The Threefold Missionary Coral “ 

(a) ‘* Praying,’’by Mrs. O. H. Gruver, Oakland. 

(0) ‘* Reading,” by Mrs. W. E. Crouser, San José. 
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(¢) ‘* Giving,’’ by Mrs. F. D. Jackson, Sacramento ; Mrs. 
E. Johansen, San Francisco. 

The offering was $3.78. 

Adjourned with Mizpah. 


oe 
THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, JUNE I, 2 P. M. 


Opened with song, Psalm xxiii., and Lord’s Prayer. 

Roll call. 

Reading of minutes. 

A paper on ‘‘ Our Motives for Missionary Activity,’’ written 
by Miss Amanda Maxwell, of Los Angeles, was read by Miss 
Stuber. 

Mrs. G. Grunenwald, of Sacramento, read’a paper on ‘‘ Our 
Young People—How to Interest Them.”’ 

A motion to appoint a Young People’s Department Secretary 
was made and carried. ‘ 


The following bills were presented and paid : 


Resid enisseexPenseswtrat eeee es cated Re eee teers hacen me ae ee ae #20 00 
Wonvyentlonyprosnramimesy tsa heeraici vera earned. | cerels Paves poles cue eel tenes heh 3 00 
BU eASRKEISEOXPCDSES, ceecaiieas carieja Sieh tsusyiiats SENS nee Rede He ein are ners 4 75 
Thank-offering Secretary............ So ann cross ah Oe aS Ee I 50 
Worres pounding Seckelaly,SuexPeNSeS.rare rit tne < visicis 2s Seles slays ois v.00 4 00 
Chairman of Witerature Committee y. 24.14 25.00. 2 a. oe reese ns 32 

Teythiles 25 BS a ee en A) Ne nee en CO Cee $35 07 


Mrs. J. E. Hoick was unanimously chosen as delegate to the 
General Convention, to be held at Philadelphia, with Mrs. C. 
F. Oehler as alternate. 

An invitation, from Mrs. Hillerman, to meet in Redlands, in 
1907, was accepted. 


Report of Committee on President’s Address. 
Your committee begs to submit the following report : 
We commend our President for the splendid style and spirit of her yearly 
address, breathing hope and encouragement and sounding again the battle-cry 
of ‘‘ Forward,”’ 
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We recommend that the address be carefully read by all the members of our 
missionary societies throughout the California Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. C. F. OEHLER, 
Mrs. KNABEL. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 
After examining the Treasurer’s report, we have found a few changes neces- 
sary, and will have it corrected before printing. 
Respectfully submitted, Miss KATE STUBER, 
Mrs. G. GRUNENWALD. 


Report of Committee on Corresponding Secretary’s and Literature 
Committee’s Reports. 
The Literature Committee has sent out 150 tracts. 
There is a deficit of $1.82. We urge the Auxiliaries to pay the 25 cents 
which they are assessed for the expenses of this committee. 
The Corresponding Secretary’s report is correct. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. GEO. SAXTON, 
Mrs. E. JOHANSEN. 


Report of Committee on Letters, Greetings, and Papers. 


Mrs. R. H. Hay, Young People’s Department Secretary of the General 
Society, sént greetings, and urged the appointment of a Synodical Secretary 
for the Young People of California Synod. 

A letter from our former Historian, Mrs. S. E. Bittle-Myers, contained a 
vivid account of her escape from death by fire in the awful disaster at San 
Francisco. 

A loving message was received from our ever-valued friend, Mrs. J. Ever-- 
ding, of San Francisco. 

Mrs. G. G. Burnett, Historian, expressed regret over the loss of her manu- 
script by fire and her unavoidable absence from the convention. 

Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, Thank-offering Secretary, reported $122.00 as the 
thank-offering of the past year, an increase of $44.00 over the previous year. 

The report of Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, delegate to Silver Jubilee Conven- 
tion, was most excellent, and should be read at the meetings of the Northern 
and Southern Conferences. 

The Symposium upon ‘‘ The Threefold Missionary Cord,’’ by Mrs. O. H. 
Gruver, Mrs. W. E. Crouser, Mrs. F. D. Jackson, and Mrs. E. Johansen, was. 
one of the best we have ever heard. Each paper seemed better than the 
others, and should be read as a whole to be appreciated. 

A paper on ‘‘ Our Motives for Missionary Activity,’’ written by Miss A. Max- 
well, of Los Angeles, gave /ove as the chief and best motive. 

Mrs. G. Grunenwald, of Sacramento, read a paper on ‘‘ Our Young People 
—How to Interest Them.’’ The first thought was on the home-training of 


W. H. & F. M. S. OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 45 


the child. Next, the Sunday school, Church, and Missionary Society must 
correct the neglect or lack of home-training. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 
Mrs. N. I. THROCKMORTON. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That we return thanks to our heavenly Father for His. con- 
tinued mercies unto us and for privilege we enjoy in meeting together once 
more as a Synodical body. 

2. Resolved, That we rejoice in the progress during the past year, and trust 
all the societies in the future will endeavor to maintain their accustomed 
activity. 

3. Resolved, That we express our sympathy to the societies that are suffer- 
ing from the San Francisco calamity, and trust they soon will be able to take 
up their missionary work again. 

4. Resolved, If possible, to secure a Young People’s Secretary, and one to 
be appointed at this convention. 

5. Lesolved, That we express our great appreciation of the royal manner in 
which we have been entertained, and we extend our thanks to Rev. and Mrs. 
Oehler and the members and friends of the German Lutheran Church for their 
kind hospitality. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. W. E. CROUSER, 
Mrs. F. D. JACKSON. 


The Report of the Nominating Committee was adopted. 
(See page 34.) 

The President urged the importance of increasing the Life 
Membership list. 

Adjourned, with prayer by delegates. 


SS 


EVENING SERVICE. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 7-45 O'CLOCK. 


The Liturgical Service was led by Pastor Oehler. 
Music by girls’ vested choir. 
Missionary address, by Rev. Geo. R. Bird, D. D., of Los 
Angeles. 
Offering, $27.12. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 


Secretary. 


46 FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


L give and bequeath to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, 
and request my executor or administrator to pay to said corporation said 
amount at the settlement of my estate, 

L hereby give and devise to the Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary 
Soctety of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
United States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate : 

, to have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1907-1908. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRES{DENT—Revy. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 44 La Verne St., Redlands, Cal. 
SECRETARY—Rey. OSCAR H. GRUVER, 642 Eighteenth St., Oakland, Cal. 
STATISTICAL SECRETARY—Mk. J. W. FRICKE, 1151 Polk St., San Francisco, Cal. 
TREASURER —P. S. LEISENRING, M. D., Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


HOME MISSIONS. 


Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
Mr, A. P. CRIM. 


Northern Conference Auxiliary. 


Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, Rev, WILLIAM E. CROUSER, 
Dr. G. G. BURNETT. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
Mr. J. F, REIMER. 


MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 


Rev. HENRY S. FEIX, Rev. EDWIN H. HADLOCK, Pu. D., 
Mr. J. A. BOHN. 


EXAMINATION FOR MINISTRY. 


Rev. J. A. M. ZIEGLER, Pu. D., D.D., Rey. W.S. HOSKINSON, sc. Q, D.D., 
Rev. C. F. OEHLER. 


STATE OF CHURCH. 
Rev. J. E. HOICK, Rev, A. E. DEITZ, 
Rev. W. L. REMSBERG. ‘ 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 


Rev. CHARLES F. OEHLER, Rev. WILLIAM J. ROEHMER, 
Mr. FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 
PACIFIC COAST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Rev. WILLIAM E. CROUSER, Chairman, Rev. CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
Rey. W.S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., Secretary, Mr. J. A. BOHN, 
Rev. J. A. M. ZIEGLER, Pu. D., D. D. Mr. J. W. FRICKE, 


Mr. FRED MECKFESSEL. 


TEMPERANCE. 
Rev. WILLIAM E. cROueEs Rev. SILAS W. YOUNG, 
Mr. ROBERT H. YOUNG. . 


DELEGATES TO FORTY-THIRD GENERAL SYNOD. 


Principals. 
Clerical. ar 
Rev. HERMAN GEHRCKE, Me, J. A. BOH 
Rey. HERBERT J. WEAVER, Sy LERISENRING, M. D., 
Rev. WILLIAM E. CROUSER, Me A. P. CRIM. 
; Alternates. 
Rev. OSCAR H. GRUVER, Mr. FRED CHAPMAN, 
Rsv. WILSON L. REMSBERG, Mr. DE WITT WISE, 
Rev. ARCHIBALD E. DEITZ, Mr. J. F. REIMER. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—Santa Barbara, Cal. 
Time—April, 28th to»May sth, r908. 


PROGRAM FOR NEXT SYNOD. 


(Alternates in parentheses.) 


Tuesday, 7.45 P. M. Sermon by the President (Secretary). 
Hory Communion. 


Wednesday, 7.45 P.M. Foreign Mission Service. 
In charge of Woman’s Homes anv ForgIGN MIssIONARY SOCIETY. 


Thursday, 3 P.M. Paper—‘‘ Art. X. Augsburg Confession.”’ 
Rev. W.S. Hosxrnson, Sc. D., D. D. (Rev. W. J. ROEHMER). 
Thursday, 7.45 P. M. Home Missions. 


In California. 
Rev. H. J. Weaver (Rev. E. H. Haptock, Px. D.). 


In United States. 
Rev. W. E. Crouser (Rev. H. GEHRCKE). 


Friday, 7.45 P. M. Educational. 
The Deaconess Board, 
Rev. J. A. M. Zrecier, Pu. D., D. D. (Rev. C. F. OfHLER). 


The Board of Education. 
Rev. J. E. Horcx (Rev. S. W. Youn.) 


Sunday Services. 
Morning—Rev. H. J. Weaver (Rev. J. A. M. Zrecier, Pu. D., D. D.). 
Evening—Rev. W.S. Hosxinson, D. D. (Rev. O. H. Gruver). 


Half hour devotional service preceding business sessions, Expositions on 2 Timothy. 
Rey. A. E, Derrz (Rev. Grorce R, Brrp). 


* LIST OF COMMITTEES FOR 1907. 


: PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 
Revs. O. H. GRUVER, H. GEHRCKE, and E. H. HADLOCK, Pu. D. 


APPORTIONMENT. 
Revs. A. JATHO anv H.S. FEIX, and Mr. DE WITT WISE. 


LETTERS AND PAPERS. 
Revs. W. L. REMSBERG, A. E. DEITZ, and O. H. GRUVER. 


ABSENTEES AND EXCUSES. 
Revs. W.S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., S. W. YOUNG, and J. E. HOICK. 


SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE. 
Revs. J. A. M. ZIEGLER, Pu. D., D. D., G. R. BIRD, and A. E. DEITZ. 


MINUTES OF CONFERENCES. 
Revs. P, W. H. FREDERICK and W. R. SWICKARD, and Mr. FRANK MECK- 
FESSEL. 


i AUDITING. 
Mzssrs. J. A. BOHN, O. J. VALENTINE, and J. F. REIMER. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
Revs. H. J. WEAVER, E. H. HADLOCK, Pu. D., and J. E. HOICK. 
EXCESS AND DEFICIT. 
Revs. W. J. ROEHMER and A. J. HARTSOCK, and Mr. C. F. BOARTS. _ 
SYNODICAL PAPER. 


Revs. J. A. M. ZIEGLER, Pu. D., D, D., H. S. FEIX and W. L. REMSBERG, 
and Mr. J. A. BOHN. 


REPORTERS. 
Observer—Ruv. W, L. REMSBERG. Lutheran—Rey. O. H. GRUVER. 
Evangelist—Rev. GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. City Press—Rxv. J. E. HOICK. 
World—Rev. A. E. DEITZ. Zionsbote—Rrv. C. F. OEHLER. 


California Lutheran—Ruyv. GEORGE R. BIRD. 
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ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Lutheran Synod of California 


HELD IN 


FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Rev. Georce H. Hitterman, Pastor, 


REDLANDS, CAL., APRIL 9-12, 1907. 


NNote.—This printed report contains a complete account of all work done, and every 
report appearing herein was adopted by Synod.—G. H. H. 


DEVOTIONAL. 


The President preached the opening sermon from John iv. 35: 
«« The Need for a Spiritual Awakening.’’ Synodical communion 
followed. 

Other evening sermons as follows: Thursday, by Rev. A. 
E. Deitz, from 2 Cor. vil. 1, ‘‘ Personal Cleansing ;’’ Friday, by 
Rev. O. H. Gruver, Gen. iv. g, ‘‘ Personal Responsibility.’’ 

Each day’s business session was opened with half-hour expo- 
sitions on 1 John by Rev. J. E. Hoick, followed by a season of 
prayer. 

A paper on ‘ Article IX, Augsburg Confession,’’ was read by 
Rev. W. L. Remsberg, on Thursday, at 3 p. M., and referred to 
the Lutheran Quarterly for publication. 


? 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1907. 
Synodical Roll. 


& 

4 
an 
MZ CLERICAL. ADDRESS. Lay. 
oa 
oa) 
1863/A. J. Hartsock, D. D., ¢. *.|Pasadena ........ No charge. 
1870|Silas W. Young, @. ¢.......;Salinas.......... Fred C. Carlsen, a. e. 
1870\John Gutleben, @. ¢........ Bruitvale..s aes No delegate. 
1874|George R. Bird, ¢......... Pasadenay 222% An TT. Lien, ane 
1877|Wilson L, Remsberg...... Santa Barbara. ...|Gustaf Falmer, a. e. 
1877 John a8 Se Ziegler, Ph. D., 

DS DES. as nee eae oo ’ Long ‘Beaches. Rev. W. R. Swickard, e. 
1877| Jacob rs nos OB Te ae Washington, D. C.|No charge. 
1879|W. S. Hoskinson, Se, UD., 
DDSI Ae stare Recetas ace ste Sacramento...... Frank Meckfessel. 

L880] entry Ss heim eee Ailaniedan eeneess No delegate. 
TSSt lnc rederseny as ecais e |Muhlenberg, Africa| Missionary. 
1885|L. C. Routzahn, @.-¢....:.- Arroyo Grande... .|No charge. 
1887|Adolph Jatho ............. \Oalzlandery.2 saves Konrad Bill, @. e. 
1888|Charles F. Oehler ........ |Sacramento...... James. Popert, a. e. 
1889| William Brandes, a. ¢...... Alameda 2oi6h: 26 No charge. 
1891|Archibald E. Deitz........ Riverside........ J. F. Reimer, ¢ 
1892|Herman Gehrcke......... ‘San Francisco. ...|John Bruns, a. e. 
1592) Oscar: Hs (Grover ir ve. .ten (Oakland: ome, sees J. A. Bohn. 
1893|/Edwin H. Hadlock, Ph. D..|San Francisco....|J. W. Fricke, a. e. 
1894|/John Edward Hoick....... |San Diego....... P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
1894|Herbert J. Weaver........ ‘Los Angeles ..... DeWitt Wise, e. 
1896|George H. Hillerman ..... Redlandsnn ois O. J. Valentine. 
1896] William J. Roehmery..... IRYESINO. meister + August Fries, a. e. 
1896|James J. Chambers, a. ¢e.*..|Alpaugh ........ No charge. 
1898|William E. Crouser....... San Tose) AG) «os. Lewis C, Smith, a. e. 
1898|Arthur C. Delbo, 2........ IBG OTIS alee ee ate No charge. 
1898)Lutz, Horn ass cares, wes sk Switzerland...... No charge. 
1g00|P. W. H. Frederick ...... Pasadena........ No charge. 
MOIS Mark"st"vacanty,. << set Los Angeles ..... C. F. Boarts, e 


Fraternal Delegate from Pacific Synod (G. C.).—Rev. Emil Meyer. 
Advisory Members.—Revs. Emil Meyer, J. C. Brodfuehrer, D. D., Cephas. 
Baird, and M. L. Butler, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
a. Absent and unexcused, * Received from Kansas Synod. 


a. e. Absent and excused. + Received from Pacific Synod (G. C.). 
e. Excused before close of Synod. 


President’s Report. 
Brethren of the California Synod: Another Synodical year, with its unlim- 
ited opportunities for service, has closed, and we meet to-day in our seven- 
teenth annual convention to review the work that has been accomplished, to 
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gather inspiration and instruction from its record, and to plan wisely for more 
aggressive work during the year before us. A merciful Father has kindly pro- 
tected our great State from calamity, and preserved the lives and health of our 
laborers. Each one in his appointed place has been pushing forward the inter- 
ests of the kingdom, and the borders of Zion have been materially extended. 

Your careful attention is invited to the record of the year’s work, which I 

now submit. 
ADMISSIONS. 

As noted in my report for last year, the Rev. Lutz Horn, at his own request,. 
was given a certificate of membership, that he might unite with the Lutheran 
ministry of Germany. This brother has requested us to reinstate his name: 
upon our roll, which was done a few months after the last convention. 

Rev. William J. Roehmer presented a letter of dismissal from the Pacific 
Synod of the General Council, and his name was placed upon the Synodical 
Roll November Ist. 

Rev. John A. M. Ziegler, Ph. D., D. D., about December Ist, sent me his. 
letter of dismissal from the Kansas Synod, and requested his name to be 
enrolled, which was accordingly done. 

Rev. James J. Chambers and Rev. A. J. Hartsock, D. D., presented their 
letters of dismissal from the Kansas Synod, under date of April Ist, and their 
names were entered on our roll. 


RESIGNATIONS, 


In October, Rev. Henry S. Feix resigned the pastorate of the Wartburg 
Church, in Fresno, after a brief but successful service. 

Early in December, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick notified me that he had 
resigned the pastorate of Trinity Church, Pasadena, to take effect the first of 
the year. 

Rev. George R. Bird, after serving the people of St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, 
for over two years, resigned in January. : 

Rev. J. C. Pedersen, in order to accept a call to our mission field in Africa, ~ 
resigned as pastor of Our Saviour’s Church, in Salinas, in February. 


CALLS ACCEPTED. 


On the recommendation of the Home Mission Committee, Rev. H. S. Feix 
was authorized to visit Christ Church, of Alameda, and secure a pastor, if pos- 
sible. This visit resulted in the congregation extending a call to Rev. H. S. 
Feix, which was accepted in November. 

Rev. William J. Roehmer, of Nehalem, Ore., was called to the pastorate of 
the Wartburg Church, Fresno, in November, and he entered upon the work 
immediately upon the retirement of Rev. H. S. Feix. 

For some time the Home Mission Committee had been trying to secure 
a suitable man for Long Beach. Rev. John A. M. Ziegler, Ph. D., D. D., 
of Kansas City, Mo., accepted the call to this important field in December. 
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Upon the retirement of Rev. Frederick from Pasadena, Rev. George R. 
Bird, was given a call by the people of Trinity, which was accepted. 

Rev. J. C. Pedersen, the organizer and first pastor of the Church of Our 
Saviour, in Salinas, accepted a call extended by the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions to labor in Africa. His membership is still retained in this Synod. 

Rev. S. W. Young, having occupied the pulpit on several occasions in 
Salinas, was duly elected to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of Rev. 
J. C. Pedersen. 

DEDICATIONS, 

On July roth, it was my privilege to assist in the setting apart, for holy pur- 
poses, of the new church edifice in Fresno. This building is gothic in struc- 
ture, churchly in arrangement, and an ornament to Lutheranism in the 
Raisin city. The sermon was preached by Rey. Herman Gehrcke, of San 
Francisco. We now have a property in Fresno worth $4,500.00. 

On January 6th the First Church, of Los Angeles, dedicated a $12,000.00 
addition to their edifice. This new building is sixty feet square, and is located 
in the rear of the church, so that when occasion demands it can be used to 
increase the seating capacity of the church. Rev. Herbert J. Weaver and his 
faithful people are to be congratulated on celebrating the twentieth anniversary 
of the organization of their church by the dedication of this handsome Sunday 
school building. 

INSTALLATIONS. 

Rev. H. S. Feix was installed pastor of the Wartburg congregation, of 
Fresno, July roth. 

On August 2d, Rev. J. C. Pedersen was duly installed pastor or Our 
Saviour’s Church in Salinas. 

On December 20th, Rev. H. S. Feix was installed pastor of Christ Church 
in Alameda. Your President was assisted by Rev. John Gutleben, of Elm- 
hurst, and Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, of Oakland. 

On January 20th, the Rev. W. J. Roehmer was duly installed pastor of the 
Wartburg congregation in Fresno. 


CONGREGATIONS SEEKING ADMISSION, 


Applications for membership in this Synod have been received from the 
newly-organized congregations at Long Beach and at Sanger. These papers 
are in the hands of the proper committee, who will report at the appropriate 
time. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

It is my duty to call your attention to the fact that the amendment to the 
By-laws which was adopted at our last convention, is illegal, inasmuch as it is 
in conflict with the fifth article of the Constitution. 

On the advice of the members of the Seminary Committee, I visited the 
Pacific Synod, in their convention at Oregon City, Ore., in June. I found the 
men of the North to be earnest, consecrated workmen, interested not alone in 
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the extension of our Zion in the Northwest, but also in the work that we are 
doing. I was received most cordially, and not only given an opportunity to 
present the greetings of this Synod, but was requested to preach the word on 
Friday evening, which I did to the best of my ability. 

A fraternal delegate to this convention was elected and is present. This 
betokens a better understanding between us. 

Since the last convention our Synodical roll has grown to such an extent that 
we are entitled to another clerical and another lay delegate to the convention 
of the General Synod. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. Inasmuch as our membership has grown greatly, I recommend that an 
extra hundred copies of the printed Minutes be authorized. 

2. I recommend that this body express its sincere conviction that the law of 
social purity is equally binding on men as well as women. 

3. That the national emblem may be cleansed from the pollution of govern- 
mental complicity in wrong, I recommend that Sunday, June 30th, which has 
been set apart in the interests of a ‘‘Stainless Flag,’’ be observed by our 
churches as far as possible. 

4. I recommend that the Treasurer of Synod be instructed to incorporate in 
his-report the total excess or deficit on the apportionment from each congrega- 
tion, thus saving a page in the printed Minutes. 

5. I also recommend that some arrangement be made to meet the expense 
incurred by the Theological Seminary Committee in its work. 

6. I also recommend that hereafter Synod convene on Tuesday evening, so 
that our pastors willnot have to be away from their pulpits on the Lord’s Day. 

And now, brethren, I return to you the office to which you elected me two 
years ago. Ifthe work has not gone forward as it should have done, it must 
be attributed to human infirmities. I have endeavored to serve the best inter- 
ests of our dear Church without fear or favor, and if my enthusiasm for the 
- triumph of the cross has led me unwisely, it has been mistaken for the guid- 
ance of the Spirit. Again praying that the gracious Spirit may control us in 
this convention and in the labor of the year before us, I submit to you this 


report, 5 
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM E. CROUSER. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


Your committee has examined the President’s Report, which is a carefully 
prepared record of the year’s work. We find in it several matters that should 
receive the attention of Synod, viz.: 

Miscellaneous.—The By-law adopted at the last convention is illegal. We 
recommend that the President be sustained in his interpretation of its illegality. . 

Fraternal delegate from Pacific Synod.—We recommend that the President, 
elected at this convention be fraternal delegate to Pacific Synod this year. 
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Delegates to the General Synod.—We recommend that two additional dele- 
gates to the General Synod, one clerical and one lay, be elected by this con- 
vention at the proper time. ~ 

On recommendations of the President we submit the following : 

1. Refer this to Committee on Resolutions. 

2. Refer this to Committee on Resolutions. 

3. Refer this to Committee on Temperance. 

4. Resolved, That the Treasurer add two columns, one of excess and one 
of deficit, to his annual report to Synod, and indicate on his report Synod’s 
excess or deficit on each item of benevolence. 

5. Refer this to the Home Mission Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
H. GEHRCKE, 
E. H. HADLOCK. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 


The Committee on State of the Church desires to submit the following 
report : p 

‘There came into our hands eighteen reports. It is a rather difficult matter 
to attempt to form an estimate of the state of the Church from reports alone. — 
However, the pastors are to be commended in the efforts made to have these 
reports exhibit the facts. From these we especially note the following : 


I, MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLIC WORSHIP, 


The membership of our churches has increased, over all losses, to the num- 
ber of 87. When we remember that the disaster of last year in the north 
nearly destroyed the work of several congregations we see that there has been 
growth. The smaller congregations show the greater proportionate increase. 
The average attendance at morning service is about seventy per cent., a little 
less than the previous year. For the evening about forty-five per cent. At 
the various prayer and devotional meetings the average attendance is about 
thirty per cent. 

2. SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

The total enrollment reported is 1,557, with an average attendance of 
nearly seventy-five per cent. This is a very hopeful part of the work of the 
churches. We have no means of knowing the kind or the effectiveness of 
the instruction imparted in these. 


3. SOCIETIES. 


The reports regarding societies show great variations in material and condi- 
tion of the churches. There are thirty-four societies. The majority of the 
churches have Ladies’ Auxiliaries. Many have branches of the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society. We regret that the reports do not 
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enable us to give exact figures in this respect. Among the Young People’s 
Societies there appears to be commendable activity. Four of these are Luther 
Leagues. Our Synod should be more largely Berar in this great national 
movement in our Church: 

PROPERTY. 

Two churches in San Francisco, which lost their buildings, have not yet 
rebuilt, but are making plans to do so. The mission in Santa Barbara has 
bought a most excellent building and soon hopes to be in full control of it. 
At Pasadena a pretty and commodious chapel has been built and is already in 
use. The First Church, of Los Angeles, has built a model Sunday school 
room and thereby has also enlarged the church. 


FINANCES. 


Only four churches report a debt of very large amount. The other debts 
run from $1,000.00 to $3,300.00, resting on the smaller churches. There 
should be a burden only where the membership is quite weak. 

One church, Sacramento, German, reports $7,200.00 in treasury for a new 
church. 

The salaries of pastors are raised by subscription, except in two instances, 
and they have been promptly paid, except in two charges, one of which has 
paid no salary. 

The apportionment has been raised in excess in three congregations, it has 
been met in six others, and in eight not raised entirely. 


LITERATURE. 
It is impossible to classify the Church papers taken, but all papers, includ- 
ing the Cakfornia Lutheran and the Missionary Journal make a total of 
five hundred. There should be some way to report the Sunday school litera- 


ture in future. 
STUDENTS FOR THE MINISTRY. 


There are eight students reported, being five more than were reported the 


previous year. 
Respectfully submitted, P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
A. E. DEITZ, 
HS. FEIX. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Last Synod. 


Your committee finds the following requiring the consideration of this 
Synod : 

On page 25 of the printed Minutes the observance of a Temperance Sun- 
day is urged. Answer.—See report of Temperance Committee. 

Pages 477-8 of the Protocol, notice is given of changes to be made in the 
Constitution of Synod this year with reference to a Statistical Secretary and its 
accompanying details. Aswer.—Brought up later. 
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Page 479 of the Protocol, a new ruling is made for the Committee on Excess , 
and Deficit. Is this in use this year? Answer.—Yes. 
Respectfully submitted, f GEORGE R, BIRD, 
; A. JATHO. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Conferences. 


Your committee has examined the Minutes of the conferences and finds ino 
them nothing of special interest to Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
W. R. SWICKARD, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


Report of Committee on Temperance. 


Your committee in making its initial report would say that inquiry has been 
made of all the churches, with but a partial response. The replies at hand at 
this time indicate that the observance of a Temperance Sunday, as advised by 
last convention of Synod, has taken place in only three churches—Riverside, 
Redlands, and San José. Temperance work seems to be largely left to the 
instruction given in the Sunday school lessons once a quarter, with an occa- 
sional sermon or address by the pastor. 

Modern temperance as a work takes a wide sweep, including in its outlook 
the religious, the social, and the political aspects of this subject. 

The activity of the Church in such a matter is, first of all, religious, and to 
continue and increase the interest of the Sunday school and the young people 
in temperance is the plain duty of the Synod. 

A wider and more immediate result can be produced if all pastors teach 
temperance by example and from the pulpit. It is not necessary to take a 
special day or topic only, but often temperance as a daily duty can be insisted 
upon, as well as righteousness and judgment to come, in the ministrations of 
the pulpit. 

As a civic corporation the Church should become an example of temperance 
to the community, keeping itself clear of all stain of the saloon, or the habit 
of drinking intoxicants in its social life. This Synod should of right expect 
this of every church in its bounds. While we do not attempt to legislate con- 
cerning the social customs of our people, we do advise the individual members 
of our churches to practice temperance and total abstinence in the use of all 
intoxicants. 

Politically considered, it is not wisdom for the Church, as a Church, to deal 
with this question. The Church should so. teach and mold the conscience of 
the citizens, or those who influence citizenship, that their vote’ in. civic life 
would always be to repress as much as possible the ‘drink evil, whether this. 
repression take the form of license, local option, or prohibition. 
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We recommend the observance of June 3oth, ‘Stainless Flag Day,’’ as the 
Temperance Sunday of the year, and that the same be accepted and used by 
the Synod in consonance with the recommendation of the President of Synod 
in his report. 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE R. BIRD, 
OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


2 


THuRSDAY, APRIL II, 1907. 


Report of Auditing Committee. 
Your committee would report that we have examined the accounts of the 
Treasurer and have found the same correct. 
Respectfully submitted, : J. A. BOHN, 
J. Fo REIMER, ~~ 
O. J. VALENTINE. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 


Your Committee on Letters and Papers reports as follows : 

1. The application of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Long Beach, 
to be received into this Synod. This congregation was organized February 
24th, 1907, with forty charter members, and on the same date adopted a Con- 
stitution prepared by the Board of Home Missions of the General Synod, with 
such variations as were necessary to their local interests, which we find to be 
in perfect accord with the requirements of this Synod. We recommend that 
this congregation be received. , 

2. An application from St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Sanger. 
By special resolution this congregation makes formal application to be received 
into this Synod. Your committee has examined the copy of the Constitution 
placed in its hands and finds it in accordance with the requirements of this 
Synod. We recommend that it be received. 

Respectfully submitted, W. L. REMSBERG, 
ALE. DEITZ, 
O. H. GRUVER. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Education. 

Your committee would report that growing interest is being manifested in 
recruiting supplies for the pastoral office. The discussions in the religious 
press, while undesirable in some phases, has been instrumental in pointing out 
the problem and furnishing a solution ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That we express our appreciation of the increasing number of 
young men in our Synod who have the ministry in view. 

Resolved, That as pastors, we magnify the ministerial office in public 
speech and private life, thus commending it to the younger brethren. P 
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Resolved, That we give our endorsement and co-operation to the Student 
League for the Ministerial Office, a movement recently inaugurated in our 
State which promises to supply the Church with ministers, as the Volunteer 
Movement has furnished missionaries. ; 

Respectfully submitted, rf J. E., HOICK, 
O. H. GRUVER, 
W. L. REMSBERG. 
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Report of Home Mission Committee. 

Five more churches have been receiving aid this year than last, making the 
number fifteen. They are as follows: Christ’s, Alameda ; Wartburg, Fresno ; 
St. Mark’s, Los Angeles; First English, Oakland; Trinity, Pasadena; First 
Evangelical Lutheran, Redlands; Trinity, Riverside ; Our Saviour’s, Salinas ; 
First Lutheran, San Diego; First English, St. Andrew’s, and St. Matthew’s, 
San Francisco; Grace, San José; Grace, Santa Barbara; and Trinity, Long 
Beach. 

The Home Mission work has been pushed with all the vigor that it was 
possible to command. The missionaries have been faithful, and while the 
growth has not been large, it has been of a substantial character. The reports 
from the missions not being uniform, it was impossible for your committee to 
arrive at any, systematic conclusions. We can only mention a few specific 
items, and refer you to the Parochial Table for a record of the individual 
churches. After the calamity in San Francisco, application for aid to the 
Home Mission Board was made by both St. Matthew’s and the First English. 
These churches are now under the care of the Board. Shortly after our last 
convention our mission at Santa Barbara purchased the property of the First 
Congregational Church. The original cost of this excellent property was 
about $15,000.00, and through good management and faithful efforts on the 
part of pastor and people, we now have an attractive edifice in this beautiful 
city by the sea, neatly furnished, with an interest-bearing indebtedness of only 
$2,400.00, In June, this congregation will have full possession of the property, 
when the church will be renovated and rededicated. 

The Wartburg congregation of Fresno dedicated a new church during the 
year that cost in the neighborhood of $3,000.00. Rev. H. S. Feix and his 
wife did faithful service in this field during their short stay. The church is 
now being furnished. Rev. W. J. Roehmer has won the hearts of his people, 
and the interests of Fresno are well cared for. 

After a vacancy of half a year Alameda again has a pastor. This field was 
very much disorganized, but the people are responding nobly to the efforts of 
Rev. H. S. Feix, and a new church seenis to be a necessity. 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 15 


Trinity Church, in Pasadena, has been erecting a chapel during the winter, 
which will be ready for dedication April 14th. Much to the regret of your com- 
mittee, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick thought it wise to sever his rélations with 
this mission, which he has faithfully served, and Rev. G. R. Bird, has taken 
his place. Trinity now has a property worth $10,000.00. 

On the retirement of Rev. G. R. Bird, from St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, a 
eall was extended to Rev. George H. Hillerman, but it was declined. This 
mission is still vacant, but it is hoped that a good man may soon be found. 

The mission at Redlands bears the unique distinction of having raised the 
apportionment, with an excess of $42.20, and for general benevolence the sum 
of $503.70. 

St. Matthew’s congregation, in San Francisco, broke ground for a new: 
building in February, and St. Andrew’s has adopted plans for their new 
church. The spire of the First Church has been repaired, and other damages 
caused by the earthquake. 

Grace Church, San José, has been replastered and tinted, the woodwork in- 
side revarnished, the broken windows reset, a gas furnace installed, and the 
outside painted. 

The church at Salinas has purchased a suitable lot, and plans for a new 
church are being arranged. 

Your committee is glad to be able to state that an organization has been 
effected at Long Beach after a long delay, and that Rev. John A. M. Ziegler, 
Ph. D., D. D., is the efficient pastor. This seems to be one of the most hope- 
ful missions on our territory. 

A German congregation has been organized at Sanger, a growing village 
south of Fresno, and is served by the pastor from Fresno. 

The work at Elmhurst has not been supported by the Board, because the 
outlook did not seem to justify the expense. , 

Your committee would offer the following recommendations. 

1. That Synod provide uniform blanks for the reports of missionaries to the 
committee. 

2. That Synod inquire into the conditions at Elmhurst, and offer some 
recommendation to the Board. (Referred to the new Home Mission Com- 


mittee. ) 

3. That we urge the Board to commission a man at once to the Richmond 
district in San Francisco. 

4. That the members of this committee be authorized to draw upon the 
funds contributed for ‘‘Synodical Missions’’ to pay their expenses when their 
counsel or help is needed in any mission, 

5. That all applications for aid to the General Board be submitted to this 
committee for examination and endorsement, according to Art. 12, Sec. 2, of 
the Constitution. 

Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
HERMAN GEHRCKE, 
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Report of Church Extension Committee. 


Your Committee on Church Extension has no report to make, as we were 
not called upon to give our opinion or recommendation as to any work to be 
undertaken, and as we were not consulted as to the distribution of the funds 
given by the Church to the Board of Church Extension for the purpose of 
aiding the churches that suffered by the great calamity of April 18th, 1906. 
As a committee, therefore, we cannot report to you the amounts appropriated 
to the stricken churches. 

We recommend that the brethren who had the distribution of these funds in 
hand, and the pastors of those churches that received help or donations be 
heard. 

Respectfully submitted, W. E. CROUSER, 
Cc. F. OEHLER, 
J. A. BOHN. 


Report of Funds Appropriated. 


St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, $5,569.15, on the way. 

St. Andrew’s, San Francisco, $4,500.00, appropriated, not yet received. 
First Church, San Francisco, $3,100.00, received and used. 

Grace Church, San José, $800.00, received and used. 


Report of Synodical Missionary. 


(This report has been verbally altered in Item 4 to give the decision of Synod in the fewest 
possible words. See Protocol.—G. H. H.) 

Your Committee on Synodical Missionary has corresponded with similar 
officers in the East, and, after carefully considering the contrasted conditions 
here and there, recommends : 

1. That such an office be created, and a man called to the position as soon 
as he can be secured. 

2. That the duties of this Synodical Missionary be fourfold, viz. : 

(2) To canvass new territory in order to ascertain the prospects for the 
establishment of new Lutheran churches. 

(4) To organize and conduct new missions until a regular pastor can be 
secured. 

(c) To supply vacancies that may occur in the missions in the bounds of 
Synod until said vacancy is regularly filled. 

(@) To render to the pastors of missions such aid as may be in his power, 
so long as it does not conflict or interfere with his duties above stated. 

3. That all his traveling and incidental expenses, incurred in the fulfillment 
of his duties as Synodical Missionary shall be borne from the Synodical Home 
Mission Fund of the Synod. 

4. That his salary shall be $1,200.00 annually, 
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5. That this Synodical Missionary shall be called to begin active service on 
October Ist, 1907, subject to the judgment of the Home Mission Committee 
of Synod ; provided this shall not be construed to hinder the employment of 
such an officer at an earlier date, if circumstances so warrant. 

6. That he shall be called by the Home Mission Committee of Synod. 

7. That he shall be responsible to this Home Mission Committee during the 
interim between the conventions of Synod; and he shall report to this com- 
mittee once a month concerning his official acts and activity ; and that he shall 
submit an annual report to California Synod. 

8. That the Home Mission Committee shall solicit private subscriptions to. 
his salary from members of our churches. 

9. That a special offering towards his salary shal] be received in each of our: 
churches during the year. 

to. That all moneys that are received by said Synodical Missionary, while 
acting in his official capacity, such as fees, collections, etc., be sent to the 
Treasurer of the Home Mission Committee toward the support of this special 
work. 

11. That his salary shall be paid monthly upon the receipt by the Treasurer 
of his receipt for salary, properly endorsed by the chairman of the Home Mis- 
sion Committee. 

12. That the Home Mission Committee be increased, for this year, to six 
members, three from each conference. 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
W. S. HOSKINSON, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 


Report of Pacific Theological Seminary Committee. 

Your Committee on the Proposed Pacific Theological Seminary begs leave 
to present the following report to Synod : 

Our committee had one meeting since the last convention of Synod. At 
that meeting all the members of the committee were present except one. 
Rev. E. Meyer, of Pacific Synod, met with us. 

Two propositions claimed our attention. The first was the consideration of 
the resolutions on the seminary passed by the Pacific Synod, June 21st, 1906. 
On these resolutions our committee re-affirmed Synod’s action of June Ist, 1906. 

The second was of the nature of a substitute for all former action. This. 
was passed unanimously by our committee, and is recommended to Synod. 
It is as follows : 

Revs. J. A. Leas anD W. E. Crouser, 
PRESIDENTS OF THE PACIFIC AND CALIFORNIA SYNODS. 
DEAR BRETHREN : Inasmuch as agreement has not been attained by the 


California and Pacific Synods, and as the offer of $6,000.00 has not been 
accepted, we therefore withdraw the same, and submit the following proposi- 


tions : 
1. That the proposed theological seminary be established and maintained 
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‘at Oakland or Berkeley, Cal., by the co-operation of the Pacific and California 
Synods. 

es That the seminary be established upon a basis of equal representation, 
and maintained by equal financial and moral responsibility and support. 

3. That no territorial lines shall be recognized. 

4. That the proposed seminary shall be managed by a Board of Directors 
to be chosen by the Pacific and California Synods, and that said Board of 
Directors shall, as soon as possible, establish and maintain a pro-seminary at 
some point north of the State line of California, to be selected by the aforesaid 
Board of Directors, for the purpose of educating and preparing young men for 
a proper beginning of a course of study, and a continuance of the same at the 
proposed theological seminary to be established at Berkeley or Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. 

5. That if the Pacific and California Synods will agree to establish and main- 
tain the proposed theological seminary and the pro-seminary upon the proposed 
conditions, and make a satisfactory beginning, we will agree to pay towards the 
establishment of the proposed theological seminary at Berkeley or Oakland, 
and the pro-seminary at some point to be selected north of California, the sum 
of $10,000.00, instead of $6,000.00 promised heretofore. 

J. A. BOHN, 
C. A. SMITH. 


To these five paragraphs was added another, with this preamble : 


Resolved, That we, as a committee, accept the following as the doctrinal 
basis of the proposed theological seminary, and recommend the same to Synod 
for adoption. 

6. That the doctrinal basis of this seminary shall be the Holy Scriptures of 
the Oldand New Testaments as the inspired word of God, and the only infalli- 
ble rule of faith and practice; the Cicumenical Creeds, viz.: Apostles’, 
Nicene, and Athanasian ; and the Augsburg Confession, ex animo, as the pure 
exposition of the divine word, and the true expression of the Church’s teach- 
ing. We also recognize the other symbolical writings, viz. : the Apology, the 
Smalcald Articles, the Catechisms of Luther, and the Formula of Concord, as 
a true interpretation of the Augsburg Confession. To this basis our seminary 
professors shall subscribe. 

Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
J. W. FRICKE, 
W. E. CROUSER, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
J. A. BOHN, 


Report of Committee on Basis of Apportionment. 


Your committee would report that we have been in communication with the 
committee of General Synod during the year, and have studied various sys- 
tems in use, and suggestions offered, but have no change from the present 
method of levying the apportionment to suggest. 

Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
J. E. HOICK. 
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Report of Committee on Synodical Paper. 

Your committee to whom was referred the matter of a Synodical paper, 
after consultation with the committee of the Southern Conference that has in 
charge the publishing of the California Lutheran, makes the following report : 

Desiring to enlist the co-operation of the entire Synod in the enterprise, the 
Publishing Committee, by the consent of the Southern Conference, hereby 
tenders to Synod all their right and title to the California Lutheran, includ- 
ing subscription list, advertising contracts, etc., on the sole condition that 
the Synod publish a paper that shall be representative of the entire Synod. 

We make the following recommendations : , 

1. That Synod hereby expresses her appreciation of the services rendered 
to the cause of Lutheranism in California by the Southern Conference in pub- 
lishing the California Lutheran, and of their generous proposition to transfer 
the same to the Synod. 

2. That we hereby accept the offer of the committee, in accordance with the 
above conditions, thereby adopting the California Lutheran as the official 
publication of the Synod. 

3. That Revs. J. E. Hoick, A. E. Deitz, G. H. Hillerman, H. S. Feix, and 
O. H. Gruver be hereby constituted a Publishing Committee for the ensuing 
year, which Publishing Committee shall be hereby empowered to edit and to 
publish the California Lutheran, monthly, according to one of the follow- 
ing plans, as in the judgment of the committee shall be found most feasible : 

(1) To continue the present arrangement with the Young Lutheran Com- 
pany, adding four or more pages for Synodical and editorial matter, so soon as 
the financial situation will allow, the Synod’s portion being printed by the 
Young Lutheran Company. 

(2) To purchase from the Young Lutheran Company the material they 
now furnish, or as much of it as the committee deems desirable, and to print 
the Synod’s portion on our own territory. 

(3) To publish a paper composed entirely of Synodical material, supple- 
mented by such items as the committee may deem desirable, and printed on 
our territory. 

We recommend : 

4. That the subscription price be left to the decision of the Publishing 
Committee. 

5. That financial support be solicited from individuals that the paper may 
be put on a substantial financial basis. 

Respectfully submitted, JOHN A. M, ZIEGLER, 
Jee ae BOLI, 
W. L. REMSBERG, 
Hos. FELX. 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 


Your Committee on Systematic Beneficence can make but a brief report. 
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We are systematic in our Synodical beneficence, and this is also true of our 
churches in meeting the system of apportionment under which we work. 

It is left to each pastor to bring pressure in this matter upon the congrega- 
tion, and if the days set by the Boards are faithfully kept we shall systemat- 
ically pour in our contributions. 

Respectfully submitted, JOHN A. M. ZIEGLER, 
A. E. DEITZ, 
GEORGE R. BIRD. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


WHEREAS, Our recent State Legislature voted down a bill to provide a legal 
day of rest in every seven, ; 

Resolved, That we deplore this action on the part of our representatives at 
Sacramento, and express the hope that at the next session of the Legislature 
there may be some definite action taken to provide a much-needed recogni- 
tion of God’s eternal law on this subject. 

Resolved, That we express our sincere convictions that the law of social 
purity is equally binding on men as on women. 

Resolved, That the Secretary order six hundred copies of the Minutes 
printed. 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of Synod be extended to Brother Hiller- 
man and the members of this church for their generous hospitality ; to the 
choir for their special music ; to the press of Redlands for extended notices ; 
and that this resolution be read at the Friday evening session. 

Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
K.-H HAD LOCK; 
J. E. HOICK: 


Additional Resolutions. 


Resolved, That the thanks of Synod be tendered Dr. G. G. Burnett for his 
generous thank-offering to benevolences of Synod. 

Resolved, That the business sessions be from 9 A. M. to noon, and from 2.30 
to 5 P. M. 

Resolved, That the following rates of apportionment be levied for the ensu- 
ing year: Synodical Home Missions, 10 cents ; Synodical Treasury, 9 cents ; 
Sunday school and Young People’s Home Missions, 20 cents on the Sunday 
school enrollment. 

Resolved, That the following orders be drawn on the Treasurer of Synod : 
From the Synodical Treasury : Secretary’s salary, $25.00 ; Treasurer’s travel- 
ing expenses, $6.00; janitor, $5.00; President’s stationery, $2.75. From 
Synodical Home Mission Fund: Balance due Deaconess’ Board, $71.00. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be authorized to purchase a record book, for 
the recording of minutes, and send the bill to the Treasurer. 
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Resolved, That the Pacific Theological Seminary Committee be constituted 
the representatives of California Synod on the Board of Directors of the pro- 
posed seminary for the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That the Home Mission Committee be instructed to enter into 
correspondence with the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society, with a view that said society assume the support 
of St. Mark’s (Los Angeles) pastor, customarily given by Synod ; and 

Resolved, That this fund be used in support of the Synodical Missionary. 


Special Items. 


Greetings from Pacific Synod (G. C.) were extended by Rev. 
Emil Meyer, of San José, on Thursday morning, April 11th. 

On Friday, at 3 Pp. M., George Herbert Hillerman, son of the 
pastor /ocz, was baptized in the presence of Synod. Rev. Her- 
bert J. Weaver officiated, assisted by Revs. W. E. Crouser and 
W. L. Remsberg. 

For proceedings of Ministerium, see Protocol. 

Notice was given of proposed amendments to the Constitution, 
as follows : 


Article IV., Sec. 2, change the word ‘‘ opening ’”’ to ‘‘close.’’ 
Article V., Sec. 3 (6), change the words ‘“ one week before the convention 
of Synod ”’ to ‘‘ at midnight on March 2oth of each year.”’ 


The following amendments were adopted : 


Constitution, Article IV., Sec. 1, add words, ‘‘ a Statistical Secretary ’’ after 
word ‘‘Secretary.’’? Add, ‘‘Sec. 4. The duties of the Statistical Secretary 
shall be to prepare the parochial reports, the excess and deficit table, and the 
apportionment table, and to have the same ready for presentation at the first 
business session of Synod.’’ : 

Article XII., Sec. 1, change ‘“‘seven”’ to ‘‘six;’’ strike out ‘‘(5) On 
Parochial Reports ;’’ change “‘(6)’’ to ‘“(5),’’ and “(7)”? to ** (6).”’ 

By-Laws: to. Change ‘“‘ Chairman of Parochial Committee, one week be- 
fore the day of ‘the assembling of Synod,’’ to ‘‘ Statistical Secretary, on or 
before April 1’’; and change ‘‘ committee shall meet the day before the 


opening of Synod”? to ‘‘ Secretary shall.’ 


GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 


Secretary. 
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OFFICERS, 1907-1908. 


PRESIDENT. ~ 
Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 1126 Ash Street, San Diego. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento, 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. GEORGE R. BIRD, Pasadena. 


RECORDING SECRETARY, 
Mrs, W. E. CROUSER, 450 North Fourth Street, San José. 


SECOND RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. A. E. DEITZ, 925 Walnut Street, Riverside. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Miss KATE STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. E. JOHANSEN, 1809 Oak Street, San Francisco. 


THANK-OFFERING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 44 La Verne Street, Redlands, 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECRETARY. 
Miss TURENA SORENSON, 855 South Flower Street, Los Angeles. 


HISTORIAN. 
Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 500 Fourteenth Street, Riverside. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Mrs. TRAUTWEIN, 483 Hartford Avenue, Los Angeles. 
Mrs. VILLA, 1419 Georgia Street, Los Angeles. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 
Mrs. GEORGE W. FLICK, Oakland 
Mrs. S. B. MYERS, San Francisco 
Mrst J... EdROICK, Sant Diego. ov... nisin seen. steele saints sPeRnerere RGN: acca ten ee 
Miss MARIE JACOBS, Redlands 
MrsUMINAVHILD, gRedlands, 2 sige, dite ceale os Meee a YAR ete ee oe ee 
Miss ANNA’ SOLEM, Redlands. ca seececiaoc cs cette ee ae nt ee nee eee 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, Redlands 
Mrs. CHARLES OEHLER, Sacramento 


aysreSiiaie's mcayals lerapeler ease ne mia = vie /<ra sie ee orate 1906 
Miss MARGUERITE CORNELIUS, Redlands. ..0.se-n ene cececee se nannies 1907 
Miss ELESNORE WILSON, Redlandsty. 22 cn: «sets ase ec sendee heen eee 1907 


Mrs, O. J. VALENTINE, Redlands 
Mrs. FLORA “EATON, Los Angeles y,, «...eetes acai soutetion ona ceaceae meee een 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sacramento 
Mrs. LEORA REIMER, Riverside 


REPORT OF THE 


SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 


REDLANDS, CaL., APRIL Io, 1907. 


The devotional services of the session were conducted by Mrs. 
Hoick and Miss Sorenson. 


Roll of Delegates. 

San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Mrs. W. E. Thomas. 

San Jose—Mrs. E. L. Patterson (a. e.), Mrs. Walter Gregg 
Cz. ). 

Redlands—Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, Mrs. Mina Hill, Mrs. O. 
J. Valentine. 

Los Angeles—Miss Albright, Miss Sorenson. 

Los Angeles A. F. C. Mission Band—Miss Emma Guckas. 

Riverside—Mrs. J. F. Reimer, Mrs. A. E. Deitz. 

Sacramento—Mrs. F. Meckfessel, Mrs. I. Catron. 


a. é., absent and excused. 


Miss Sorenson was elected Secretary pro tem. 
Mrs. Reimer was elected Treasurer pro tem. 
' Greetings of welcome were given by Mrs. O. J.. Valentine, 
and responded to. by Mrs. I. Catron; of Sacramento. 


30 SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


President’s Address. 


Dear Sisters and Friends of the Missionary Society : Itis indeed a pleasure 
to meet again in our annual convention, to render our accounts, and com- 
pare the last year’s work with that of former years. Our last meeting was 
held in Sacramento, one month after the earthquake, © An Eastern worker said 
she wondered that we had the heart tocome together. True, our hearts were 
heavy, but we parted at that convention with an earnest purpose to make the 
year’s record a good one in spite of difficulties, trusting in God’s direction and 
strength. We may not be able to compute all that has been accomplished 
during the past twelve months, but we shall surely find, dear friends, when 
the reports are rendered, that there have been loyal, faithful ones, who have 
stood at the helm and have caused the work to advance. ie 

May a rich blessing from on high be poured out upon us as we tarry here in 
this beautiful church and city, and may every delegate return to her home with 
an earnest desire to bring her society to a still higher plane of usefulness, for 
‘«wherever in the homes of Christendom there are hearts that are cold and 
indifferent, lives wasted in folly and trifling, God-given powers diverted to 
unworthy objects, there is missionary work; wherever there are souls to be 
saved, ignorance to be enlightened, wherever the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world is obscured by reason of sin and dark- 
ness, there is missionary work.’’ 


SYNODICAL WORK. 


faithfulness of Members.—The endeavors made by the societies of San 
Francisco have truly been noble. It has touched my heart to learn regarding 
the society of St. Matthew’s Church. After the church and pastor’s home 
had been destroyed in the disaster, they nevertheless sent their dues to the 
Synodical Treasurer in June, six weeks later, and have continued to send 
them every quarter during the year. May the Lord bless these women who 
have not been forgetful of His work even in times of trial and suffering. The 
society of the English Church has held its meetings and the officers have done 
all they could to maintain the accustomed interest. 

The women of the Alameda Church became discouraged whilst the pastorate 
was vacant, but now have're-organized with fourteen members and brighter 
prospects. 

Our Historian, Mrs. G. G. Burnett, has asked to be relieved of the office. 
I would recommend that the newly-elected officer gather material for our 
Synodical Society and preserve it. Unfortunately all our books and records 
were destroyed in San Francisco, but an effort has been made at starting anew. 
A number of photos have been secured, also a complete file of the printed 
Minutes of conventions, which have been bound. It is the duty of the His- 
torian to care for all such material and add to it each succeeding year. It will 
be invaluable in years to come. 

Secretary for Young People.—We have been unable to secure anyone as 
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yet. who will act as Secretary for the Young People’s Department. The one 
appointed last year declined the office, and it is still vacant. This phase of 
missionary work is too important to be neglected, and we need a consecrated 
person to take hold of it and carry it forward. 

Conferences.—The Southern Conference met in San Diego, October 2d and 
3d. A missionary program was rendered and several excellent papers 
read and reports given by the delegates. At this meeting a Constitution was 
adopted and the conference duly organized. A copy of this Constitution has 
been sent to every society in the conference. 

We were sorry to learn that no meeting was held in the North, but trust by 
this fall conditions will become settled, so that the customary conference will 
take place. 

Financial Record.—Our contributions have been large this year. The 
Thank-offering eclipsed all past records, The Redlands Society leads the 
list with an offering of $45.00, while a marked increase is to be noted ina 
number of others. The entire contributions for this year aggregate $125.00 
more than last year, thus reaching the high-water mark in our offerings for 
missions. Considering the fact that a number of the societies were crippled 
by the earthquake calamity last year, this record is very gratifying indeed. 

Let us remember that to raise sums for missions we have no need to depend 
on a few large givers, but to ‘‘ organize the littles.’’ Our possessions are not 
our own, they are the Lord’s, and there should be a readiness on our part to 
put them at His service. Giving for missions is always a safe and a lasting 
investment. We cannot estimate the good resulting from it, the fruits of 
it shall be reaped beyond the river. ‘‘ Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven.’’ Give for time, give for eternity. It has been well said a personal 
consecration should be spelled a ‘‘ purse-and-all’’ consecration. 

Life Members.—We rejoice to record the enthusiastic interest which has 
been manifested in the increase of life members. Two years ago we had only 
-one in our State, now there are fourteen. 

A Suggestion.—The General Society has requested that in remitting funds 
hereafter, the Auxiliaries send even dollars, reserving the decimals for subse- 
‘quent reports. By complying with this request the work of Treasurers will 
be greatly simplified. 


THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 


The Fifteenth Biennial Convention of the General Society, which will be 
held in Philadelphia in May, promises to be of unusual interest, not only be- 
-cause of the presence of enthusiastic workers and a number of returned mis- 
sionaries, but also because of the missionary exhibit. This will consist of 
charts furnished by the various Synodical Societies, giving a graphic repre- 
sentation of the entire field, with maps and convention program, also 
pictures of churches and Synodical Presidents. These charts, illustrating our 
California work, have been prepared with much care and labor, and we are 
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pleased that they are displayed at this convention before being forwarded to 
the committee incharge. California has always been the special Home Mis- 
sion field of the women, and this exhibit of our work will doubtless deepen 
the interest in their chosen field. This material will be returned to us and 
become a permanent possession of our society. 


A PRESENTATION. 


We have the pleasure of presenting to the Synodical Society at this meet- 
ing a gavel. We trust harmony will always prevail and that it will never be 
used in an arbitrary manner. The mallet is made from a piece of wood taken 
from the First Lutheran Church of San Francisco, where our society was. 
organized, fifteen years ago. On account of its historic association we trust it 
will be valued and preserved. 

Forward.—We have made progress and should feel greatly encouraged. 
Our work in California is growing, and demands more time, more effort, more 
laborers. Dear friends, let us use whatever talents God has given in advanc- 
ing the cause in the future. 


CONCLUSION. 


It used to be said that in India the birds never sing, the flowers have no- 
fragrance, and the women never smile. No wonder the women of heathen 
lands never smile. Their lot is sad beyond description, but a better day has. 
come for them. The Christian women of Christian lands are hastening to- 
give them the gospel. The value and influence of the work accomplished by 
the women’s societies in our own land cannot be estimated. It would not be: 
difficult to present a table of statistics, but large as the figures would be, they 
would give no adequate view of the results of the work which woman, with 
her loving heart and her gentle touch, is doing for her sister woman in dark- 
ened countries. One looked at an opal as it lay on the jeweler’s case, and it 
seemed cold and lusterless. Then the jeweler held the stone in his hand for 
afew moments, and now it shone with all the colors of the rainbow. It 
needed the touch of a human hand to bring out the iridescence. Like that 
stone in its case are the millions of women in heathendom. Their lives are- 
dull and sad and without beauty, but they require only the warmth of the 
hands of Christian women to draw out all the beauty that slumbers in their 
nature, ‘* Godly women have proved themselves the link, so long missing, to: 
bring their sisters in eastern lands to the feet of Jesus.’’ 


Toiling early in the morning, 
Catching moments thro’ the day, 
Nothing small or lowly scorning 
While we work and watch and pray. 
Gathering gladly, 
Free-will offering by the way. 
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Not for selfish praise or glory, 
Not for objects nothing worth, 
But to send the blessed story 
Of the gospel o’er the earth, 
Telling mortals 
Of our Lord and Saviour’s birth. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK. 


Reports were received from the Corresponding Secretary, 
Treasurer, Thank-offering Secretary, Literature Committee, and 
Auxiliary Delegates. 


List of Committees. 

Auditing—Mrs. Reimer, Mrs. Catron. 

Presidents Address—Mrs. Hillerman, Mrs. Renee. 

Corresponding Secretary and Literature Committee—Miss Dan- 
ielson, Miss Guckas. 

Letters, Greetings, Papers—Miss Albright, Mrs. Hill. 

LVominating Committee—All members. 

Reports for Papers—Mrs. Reimer. 

Mrs. O. J. Valentine read an interesting tract on ‘‘ Woman’s 
Work in the Church.”’ 

A round table on ‘‘ What I have Gained from the Missionary 
Society the Past Year,’’ brought forth testimonials from the 
delegates, showing that not only are the members helping others, 
but are themselves being benefited by belonging to the society. 

The following offerings were received : 

First business session, $2.70 ; second business session, $4.28 ; 
evening session, $8.02. Total, $15.00. 

Bills to the amount of $20.52 were presented and paid. 

Seventy dollars was voted toward the expenses of our dele- 
gate to the General Convention at Philadelphia. 


Resolution. 
Resolved, That we adopt the plan of sending even dollars to the Synodical 
Treasurer, 


One dollar and fifty cents was voted for the purchase of a 
new Secretary’s record book. 
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Reports of Committees. 


Presiden?’s Address.—Your Committee has carefully perused the Presi- 
dent’s address, and notes with pleasure the progress of our Woman’s work 
during the past year, and the encouragement for the future. We accept, with 
thanks, the gavel which our President so thoughtfully had prepared and pre- 
sented to the society at this time. 

Great credit is due Mrs. Hoick for her excellent work on the exhibit which 
she has arranged for the coming Biennial Convention at Philadelphia. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Mrs. O. J. VALENTINE. 


Auditing Committee.—The committee has examined the Treasurer’s book 
and finds it correct, with the exception of a few minor points. 
The necessary corrections have been made. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 
Mrs. I. CATRON. 


Letters, Greetings, and Papers. —Greetings.—Mrs. Kate Boggs Shaffer sent 
cordial greetings in behalf of the Executive Committee, urging us to be brave 
and strong and press forward with increased zeal. 

Mrs. G. H. Hillerman reported $202.54 as the Thank-offering, an increase 
of $80.54 over the previous year. 

Mrs. W. E. Thomas, of San Diego, gave us a most interesting and graphic 
address on missions in Japan, China, and Manila, appealing for more mis_ 
sionaries for the orient. 

Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D., of San Francisco, took for his theme, ‘‘ Jesus 
Christ alone can save the world, but Jesus Christ can’t save the world alone.”’ 
Live workers wanted, not dead ones. 

Mrs. Niell, of Los Angeles, gave us a most interesting paper upon ‘‘ The 
Islands of the Sea,’’ sending forth an enthusiasm which filled us with zeal for 
the island world. 

Miss Danielson, of Riverside, read a paper on ‘‘ How to Interest the Young 
in Missions,’”’ impressing upon us the fact that the Church must arise to the 


work, 
Respectfully submitted, Miss BELLE ALBRIGHT, 


Mrs. MINA HILL. 


Resolutions. — Resolved, That we express our gratitude to Almighty God 
for the success of our work in the past year, notwithstanding the temporary 
hindrance caused by the great calamity of a year ago. 

Resolved, That we hereby express our appreciation of the generous hospi- 
tality of the pastor and people of the Redlands Church in the entertainment 


of this convention. 
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Resolved, That we hereby return our thanks to the various speakers and 
essayists for their excellent addresses and papers. 
Resolved, That we return to our homes with the determination, by God’s 
help, to accomplish even greater things in the coming year than in the past. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. A. E, DEITZ, 
Mrs. W. E. THOMAS. 


EVENING SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1907. 


Addresses were made by Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D., San 
Francisco, and Mrs. W. E. Thomas, San Diego. 
Reading by Mrs. O. J. Valentine, Redlands. 


Miss TURENA SORENSON, 
Secretary pro tem. 


FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


I give and bequeath to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, tts successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, 
and request my executor or administrator to pay to said corporation said 
amount at the settlement of my estate. 

L hereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Soctety of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
United States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate: 

, 20 have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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~SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1908-1909. 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT—Revy. W. L. REMSBERG, 1531 De la Vina St., Santa Barbara, Cal 

SECRETARY—Rev. O. H. GRUVER, 642 Eighteenth St., Oakland, Cal. 

STATISTICAL SECRETARY—Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, 44 La Verne St., Red- 
lands, Cal. 

TREASURER—P.S. LEISENRING, M. D., ro-r2 Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
Rev. W. L. REMSBERG, Rev. HERMAN GEHRCKE, 
Rev. HERBERT J. WEAVER. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
Rev. W. L. REMSBERG, Rey. J. W. ROMICH, 
Rev. H. S$. FEIX. 


MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 
Rev. D. J. SNYDER, Rav, W, J. ROEHMER, 


Rev. JOHN GUTLEBEN. 


EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Rey. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., Rev. C. F. OEHLER, 
Rev. J. E. HOICK. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Rey. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rey. M. F. RINKER, 
Rev. ADOLPH JATHO. 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 


Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK, Rev. S. W. YOUNG, 
Mr. DE WITT WISE. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


ON PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Rev. W. E. CROUSER, Rev.C. F.OEHLER, Mr. J. W. FRICKE, 
Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rev. O.H.GRUVER, Mr. FRED MECKFESSEL, 
Mr. A. CORNELIUS. 


ON REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Rav. J. E. HOICK, Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Rev. W. E. CROUSER. 


ON STATE OF THE CHURCH BLANKS. 
Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rev. W. E. CROUSER, 
Rev. J. E. HOICK. 


ON HOME MISSION BLANKS. 
Rev. W. E. CROUSER, Rey. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Rev. S. W. YOUNG. 


ON HISTORICAL RECORDS. 
Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rev. O. H. GRUVER. 


ON TEMPERANCE. 
Mr. ROBERT H. YOUNG. 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—Fresno, Cal. 
Time—April 21st, 1909. 


Rev. A. E, DEITZ, Rev. C. W. WEISER, 


PROGRAM FOR SYNOD, 1909. 


Wednesday Evening, Synodical Sermon. 


Rey. W. L. RemsBero, President of Synod. 
Rev. O. H. Gruver, Alternate. 


Administration of the Lord’s Supper. Pastor loci. 


Thursday Evening. Foreign Mission Service. 
Conducted by the WoMAN’s HoME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Friday Evening. Home Mission Service. 


Our: Prospect. ance ae REv. D. J. SNYDER. 
Qur, Hind ances... 216 <6. « slates Rev. C. F. OEHLER. 


Saturday Morning, 10 o’clock. Paper: ‘‘ Art Xx. Augsburg Confession.” 


Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D. 
Rev. W. J. RoEHMER, Alternate. 


Fraternal Delegate to the Pacific Synod, 
REV. CHARLES F, OEHLER. 


Fraternal Delegate to the California Conference of Augustana Synod. 
Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK. 


Delegates to Forty-fourth General Synod. 


Principals. 
Clerical. Lay. e 
Rev, O. H. GRUVER, Dr. G. G. BURNETT, 


214 Haight St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Rev. P. W. H. FREDERICK, P.S. LEISENRING, M. D., 

10-12 Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 
REv. C. F, OEHLER, Mr. DE WitTT WIsE, 

487 Hartford Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 


Alternates. 

Rev. W. L. REMSBERG, Mr. J. A. Boun, 
Rev, A, JATHO, Mr. A. P. Crim, 
REv. S. W. Younc, Mr, J. F. REIMER 

Director for Tabitha Home. 

Mr. J. A. BOHN. 

Trustees of California Synod. 
Rev. W. L. REMSBERG, Rev. O. H. GRUVER, 
P. S. LEISENRING, M. D. Rev. H. GEHRCKE, 


Mr. J. A. Boun. 


PROCEEDINGS of the EIGHTEENTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION of the 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


HELD IN GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Rev. W. L. Remsberg, Pastor), 
SANTA BARBARA, CAL., May § to 8, 1908. 


SANTA BarBaRA, CaL., TuEsDay, May 5, 1908. 

The Eighteenth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Synod of California met in Grace Lutheran Church, Santa 
Barbara, Tuesday evening, May 5th, 1908, at 8 o’clock. 

The Synodical sermon was preached by the President of 
Synod, Rev. George H. Hillerman. The text was Ezek. xxxiii. 
79, and the theme, ‘‘ The Call for Evangelization.’’ Rev. 
W. L. Remsberg and W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D., assisted 
in the services. 

The Synodical Communion was received by the members of 
Synod. 


FIRST SESSION. 


WepDnEsSDAY, May 6, 1908, 9 A. M. 
The half-hour devotional service, including an exposition of 
2 Timothy, was conducted by Rev. A. E. Deitz. 
Synod convened at 9.30 a. M. with the call to order by the 
President and the use of the regular form of service. 
The roll of pastors was called and the credentials of delegates 
received and their names enrolled. 
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The President read his annual report as follows: © 


President’s Report. 
BELOVED BRETHREN : 


The following is a record of the official acts of the President for the past 
Synodical year, together with some other items of interest to Synod : 


ADMISSIONS. 
On August 19th, 1907, Rev. Julius W. Romich, from Colorado Synod. 
On April 15th, 1908, Rev. Daniel J. Snyder, from East Pennsylvania Synod. 
On April 23d, 1908, Rev. Michael F. Rinker, from Kansas Synod. 


LOSSES. 


On November 8th, 1907, Rev. A. J. Hartsock, D. D., by death. 

On December 16th, 1907, Rev. John A. M. Ziegler, Ph. D., D. D., by 
letter to Kansas Synod. 

RESIGNATIONS, 

On October 22d, 1907, Rev. John A. M. Ziegler, Ph. D., D. D., resigned 
Trinity Church, Long Beach, to take effect November 30th, 1907. 

On March 22d, 1908, Rev. E. Harvey Hadlock, Ph. D., resigned the First 
Church, San Francisco, to take effect May 31st, 1908; but changed later to 
take effect April 30th, 1908. 

On April 5th, 1908, Rev. George R. Bird resigned Trinity Church, Pasa- 
dena, to take effect May 31st, 1908. 


CALLS ACCEPTED. 


> Rev. P. W. H. Frederick accepted the call to the newly-organized congre- 
gation at San Bernardino, extended June 16th, 1907. 

Rev. J. W. Romich accepted the call to St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, extended 
on July 14th, 1907. 

Rev. D. J. Snyder accepted the call to Trinity Church, Long Beach, 
extended January 12th, 1908. 


INSTALLATIONS, 


On April 14th, 1907, Rev. George R. Bird was installed as pastor of 
Trinity Church, Pasadena, by Rev. A. J. Hartsock, D. D. The charge to 
the pastor was delivered by Dr. Hartsock and to the congregation by Rev. 
W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D. 

On August 25th, 1907, Rev. Julius W. Romich was installed as pastor of 
St. Mark’s congregation, Los Angeles, by Rev. J. A. M. Ziegler, D. D. ; the 
charge to the pastor was delivered by Dr. Ziegler, and to the congregation by 
Rev. H. J. Weaver. 

On November 24th, 1907, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick was installed as pastor 
of the First Church, San Bernardino, by the President of Synod, who also 
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delivered the charge to the pastor. The charge to the congregation was 
delivered by Rev. A. E. Deitz. 


ORGANIZATIONS, 


Two new congregations were organized during the year. 

On June 16th, 1907, at San Bernardino, by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, with 
forty charter members, 

On August 18th, 1907, at Chualar, by Rev. S. W. Young, with seventeen 
charter members. 


CORNER-STONE LAID. 


On June 16th, 1907, St. Matthew’s Church, San Francisco, Rev. H. 
Gehrcke, pastor, laid the corner-stone of their new church. 


DEDICATIONS. 


Three churches were dedicated to the worship of Almighty God during the 
year. : 

On April 14th, 1907, Trinity Church, Pasadena, Rev. George R. Bird, 
pastor. 

On September Ist, 1907, the Sunday school room of St. Matthew’s Church, 
San Francisco, Rev. H. Gehrcke, pastor. 

On February gth, 1908, St. Andrew’s Church, San Francisco, Rev. A. 
Jatho, pastor. 

On March 29th, 1908, St. Matthew’s Church, San Francisco, Rev. Her- 
man Gehrcke, pastor. 


FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY. 


On December Ist, 1907, the German Church, Sacramento, Rev. C. F. 
Oehler, pastor, celebrated its fortieth anniversary with fitting ceremonies. 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D., was appointed to bear to them the 
greetings of Synod. 


PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


On April 15th, 1907, a copy of the propositions relative to the proposed 
Pacific Theological Seminary was mailed to each member of our committee 
and to others interested. 


On April 25th, 1907, the President sent the following letter to each mem- 
ber of the Seminary Committee : 


“To the Pacific Theological Seminary Committee of California Synod : 
In view of the fact that the propositions relative to the Pacific Theological 
Seminary adopted this year by California Synod, by omitting the words, ‘ no 
restitution being granted in case of dissolution,’ may cause some to think that 
California Synod has receded from her position of a year ago, I, as President 
of Synod for the current year, and as Secretary when the propositions were 
adopted, hereby officially certify that the said clause was omitted solely in 
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the interests of peace and harmony, and with no thought or intention on the 
part of California Synod of receding from the position of last year. 

‘*And I, as the executive officer of California Synod, hereby instruct the 
Pacific Theological Seminary Committee of California Synod to so carry for- 
ward future negotiations that bear on this question, that there shall be no 
doubt in the minds of any as to our intention in these resolutions to insist on 
the ‘no restitution’ clause ; and I further instruct the committee to safeguard 
legally our position in this matter.’’ 


Just before this convention of Synod the President appointed Rev. O. H. 
Gruver as a member of the Pacific Theological Seminary Committee, vzce 
Rev. J. A. M. Ziegler, D. D., resigned. 


FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO PACIFIC SYNOD. 


Your President was appointed by the last convention of this Synod as fra- 
ternal delegate to Pacific Synod which met in Bellingham, Wash., June 5th to 
gth, 1907. Finding it impossible to attend he sent his greetings to the President 
of Pacific Synod, together with an expression of our attitude on the Seminary 
question; and a notice of the reception of the same appeared in the last 
Minutes of Pacific Synod. Rev. Emil Meyer has been again appointed 
fraternal delegate to our Synod. 


HOME MISSION COMMITTEE. 


In accordance with the resolution of the last Synod, the President increased 
the Home Mission Committee to six members, constituting three of them auxil- 
iary, so as not to conflict with the requirements of the constitution. 


LAY DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL SYNOD. 


Just before the last General Synod two of the lay delegates notified the 
President that they would be unable to attend that convention. Effort was 
made to secure the attendance of an alternate, but without success. 


RELATIONS WITH CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE OF AUGUSTANA SYNOD. 


1. At the request of Rev. Ph. Andreen, President of the California Con- 
ference of the Augustana Synod, your President appointed Rev. W. J. 
Roehmer fraternal delegate from this Synod to the meeting of their Confer- 
ence in Kingsburg in February of this year ; and requested them to appoint a 
fraternal delegate from their Conference to this convention of Synod. 

2. On August 27th and 28th, 1907, two conferences were held between 
Rev. Ph. Andreen, of San Francisco, the President of the California Con- 
ference of Augustana Synod; Rev. E. Nelander, Ph. D., of Los Angeles, 
supervising pastor of Swedish Eden Lutheran Church, Riverside, and the 
council of this Swedish Church, of Riverside, on the one hand; and the 
President of California Synod, Rev. A. E. Deitz, pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Riverside, and the council of this latter church, on the other, to 
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arrange, if possible, a plan of union between these two congregations. Arti- 
cles were drawn up and agreed to by both parties, to be submitted to the re- 
spective congregations on September 11th, 1997. At these meetings both 
congregations rejected the plan. But while no union was effected, there was 
wrought a better and closer relationship between us and the Swedish Confer- 
ence by this coming together ; and the two days’ sessions marked a step that 
would not have been even considered when your President came to California. 


EXPENSES, 


The expenses of the President are as follows : 


Stationery. | css ste cel crctsiewste sree oles oie oe a renee $5 00 
Rostagcionis nr letters andicardsue aii clers clases steer inte 9 20 
Express, freight#telephones sore atcc car ae eee teeta eeneiieke I 60 
Railroad fare to L. A. in interest of St. Mark’s; to L: B. in interest 
of Trinity; to Riverside in interest of San Bernardino, etc........ 7 85 
Totalugetese ei Lees Leek Sr ae ee eee ee $23 65 
Received on above 
Hoi stationery see ae ree eet oe en eee eee $5 00 
Rortfreights ein. Teena coat tate cath tte ci See eine eee ere 30 
Bor; onesttripito 9. ABs Yer ns essere Biotoe ie vrcusr cece eievebote rea eee 35 
5 65 
Balancer.\. vnc eoreecercs. cc dime etna eet eae $18 00 


For this sum we kindly ask for an order on the Treasurer. 


,; RECOMMENDATIONS, 


1, That a committee be appointed to codify the revisions to the constitution 
of Synod and the resolutions of our conventions, and to present a revised con- 
stitution at the next convention, to be acted on in IgIo. 

2. That a Historian be elected or appointed to complete the records begun 
when Synod was organized. 

3. That some rule be established whereby the pastors of Synod shall be 


obliged to notify the President promptly and accurately of matters in their 


churches of Synodical interest. 

4. That the constitution of Synod be so amended as to consolidate the 
work of the Committees on Home Missions and Church Extension, doing away 
with one committee. 

5. That blank forms of credentials be printed and furnished the pastors in 
order that the roll of lay delegates and the appointment of committees may be 
completed before the opening of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 


Rev. L. P. Ludden, D. D., Field Secretary of the Western | 
District of the Board of Home Missions, was received as an 
advisory member of Synod. 
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The Treasurer presented his report. 
The report was received and referred to the auditing com- 
mittee. (See Appendix ‘‘A.’’) 


The President appointed the following committees : 


Committees of California Synod, 1908. 


President's Report—Rev. J. W. Bomichy Rey.1G>, 8. Oehler, 
Mr. Morris W. Furhman. 

Letters and Papers—Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D., 
Rev. W. E. Crouser, Mr. J. A. Bohn. 

Absentees and Excuses—Rev. H. Gehrcke, Rev. O. H. 
Gruver, Mr. A. J. Gluck. 

Systematic Beneficence—Rev. J. E. Hoick, Rev. H. S. Feix, 
Mr..F. A. -Lorenz. 

Minutes of Conferences—Rev. A. E. Deitz, Rev. A. Jatho, 
Mr. De Witt Wise. 

Auditing—Messrs. A. Cornelius, J. F. Reimer, J. A. Bohn. 

Resolutions—Rev. W. E. Crouser, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, 
Mr. W. F. Maxwell. 

Sunday Schools and Young People’s Socteties—Rev. D. J. Sny- 
der, Rev. W- S> Hoskinson, Se. D., D. D., P. -s- Leisenring, 
M. D. 

Minutes of other Synods—Rev. S. W. gana Rev. Wa Ji: 
Roehmer, Mr. John Bruns. 

Necrological—Rev. H. J. Weaver, Rev. M. F. Rinker, Mr. 
C. P. Moller. 

Home Mission Blanks—Rev. W. E. Crouser, Rev. G. H. 
Hillerman. 

Legal Status of Synod—Rev. M. F. Rinker, Messrs. A. Cor- 
nelius, De Witt Wise. 

Instructions to Seminary Committee—Rev. H. J. Weaver, Rev. 
W. E. Crouser, Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Reporters—City Press, Rev. W. L. Remsberg; Obdserver, 
Rey. D. J. Snyder; World, Rev. O. H. Gruver; Lvangelist, 
Rev. W. E. Crouser; Calsfornia Lutheran, Rev. A. E. Deitz ; 
Lutheran, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick ; Zionsbote, Rev. A. Jatho. 
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The presentation of the reports of standing committees was 
next in order. 


The Committee on the Pacific Theological Seminary presented 
their report. Same was received to be considered at the first 
hour Thursday morning. 


The report on Last Year’s Minutes was received to be consid- 
ered immediately after the Home Mission Report. 


The report of the Committee on Home Missions was read and 
consideration of same postponed till first hour Wednesday after- 
noon. 


The report of the Committee of Church Extension was read 
and the time set for consideration after Home Mission report. 


The Parochial Reports of each congregation were read by 
the pastors. 


Report of the Committee on Temperance. 

A temperance crusade, born of consecration and indomitable faith, threatens 
to sweep the licensed saloon from this nation. Never before since this institu- 
tion of immorality has been thrust upon the nation, has there been such a 
popular uprising against it, with such practical results. The prayers of the 
people of God are being answered. Judges of the law unhesitatingly declare 
that the saloon has no legal existence. Large and numerous enterprises are 
demanding total abstinence of their employees, Over half the territory of this 
nation has been already wrestled from the grip of the licensed saloon, and the 
daily press thrills with the announcement of new victories. The crusade is 
being waged with such persistency and efficiency that final triumph is near. 
The national conscience is thoroughly aroused, and our deliverance from this 
slavery is assured. The foundations of anew commercial life and social purity 
are being laid. In all this we rejoice, and pledge again our most hearty sup- 
port to all organizations working for the enactment of healthful legislation 
along the lines of temperance reform and social purity. 

We also pledge our heart and hand for the final and definite suppression of 
the licensed bar under whatever form it may exist, and of the illicit sale of 
intoxicants. 

For many reasons that are two well known to need mentioning, we also 
advocate total abstinence as the only safe course for any individual. 


Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM E. CROUSER, 


S. W. YOUNG. 
Adopted. 
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On motion the hours for the business sessions of Synod were 
fixed at 8.30 A. M. to 12 M., and 2 Pp. M. to 5 P. M. 


-On motion, Synod adjourned to meet at 3 p.m. Dr. P. S. 
Leisenring led in prayer. 


SECOND SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, May 6, 3 P. M. 
Synod was called to order by the President. 
Rev. W. L. Remsberg offered prayer. 
Roll was called. 
Minutes read and approved. 


The special order was taken up. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


Your Committee on Home Missions submits the following report : 


I. MATTERS REFERRED TO THIS COMMITTEE FROM THE LAST CONVENTION 
OF SYNOD, 


1. The traveling expenses of the members of the Pacific Theological Sem- 
inary Committee were to be provided for on our order. No bills were pre- 
sented. 

2. Elmhurst was referred to this committee. Facts concerning the field 
were secured by the chairman and referred through our delegates to General 
Synod, to the Board of Home Missions. No return report has ever been 
made to this committee. 

3. A resolution was passed requesting the immediate occupation of the 
Richmond district, San Francisco. Conditions after Synod were such that it 
has been deemed wise to do nothing in that field at the present. 

4. We were authorized to ask the Executive Committee of the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society to assume the entire mission support of 
St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, that we might use our former grant to that mission 
for the support of a Synodical Missionary. They willingly granted the 
request. 
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5. The matter of paying towards the supply of St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, 
during its vacancy, was referred to this committee. Repeated requests to 
members of St. Mark’s congregation from the chairman of this committee for 
a written statement of the amount needed to supplement what they could raise 
brought no response ; hence no order was drawn in their behalf. 

6. The most important work entrusted to this committee was the calling of 
a Synodical Missionary. 

After consultation and correspondence, a unanimous call was extended to 
Rey. C. F. Oehler, of Sacramento, on July 29th, 1907. Bro. Oehler saw fit 
to decline the call. 

On September 3d, 1907, a unanimous call was extended Rev. J. E. Hoick 
to enter this work. He had the call under consideration when the financial 
situation reached its crisis, which determined Bro. Hoick to hold over a 
definite answer till near the time of this convention of Synod. He declined 
the call under date of April 28th, 1908. The need for this officer was never 
more evident than to-day. 


Il. NEW WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. 


1, On May oth, 1907, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick was commissioned to make 
a canvass of San Bernardino. An organization was affected June 2d, 1907, 
with forty charter members, who called Rev. Frederick as the first pastor. The 
expense of the canvass was $54.50. 

2. In February, 1908, Rev. M. F. Rinker was authorized to supply the 
pulpit at Long Beach until the pastor elect should arrive, his remuneration to 
be $5.00 a Sunday, one-half of which was to be borne by Synod. He supplied 
them for seven’ Sundays. 


II]. REPORTS OF THE MISSIONS. 
1. The reports : 


In response to the call for reports every mission, sixteen in all, sent in 
blanks filled out with more or less exactness. But of these reports only three 
were in on time, while the last one reached the chairman of the committee 
thirteen days late. 

And even this blank form has failed to bring in uniform reports, and as the 
failure of one or more to properly give the information mars the total result, 
most of this summary is approximate. 

These sixteen missions report 981 communicants this year as against 773 
last year, a gain of 198. 

This net gain has been made from 135 received by confirmation and bap- 
tism, 54 by restoration, and 130 by letter. 

The average attendance at the morning service is from sixty-five per cent. 
~ of the number of communicants to one hundred and fifty per cent. ; while the 
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evening attendance is from fifty per cent. to one hundred and twenty per 
cent. 

While fourteen prayer meetings are reported with an attendance equal in 
number from one-eighth to two-thirds of the membership, there are six con- 
gregations with no prayer meeting. This ought not to be; every congregation 
in California Synod should have one or more weekly prayer services. 

The Sunday schools as reported show 1,131 enrolled, with an average of 
from fifty per cent. to eighty-five per cent. 

Several of the answers under the information sought concerning the Sunday 
school showed evident misunderstanding of the meaning of the terms used, 
and consequently render this entire part of the report valueless. 

Seven of the missions are neglecting a source of their effectiveness in having 
no organized young people’s work, while in the other missions only 225 of 
our young men and young women are thus enlisted, who have from fifty per 
cent. to eighty per cent. of their membership at their weekly prayer service. 

For the same reason that the Sunday school report could not be used, that 
on the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Societies is set aside. 

The total valuation of church property is put at $159,800.00, a gross gain of 
$44,500.00, but as one congregation reports its value at $1,000.00 less than last 
year, the net gain is $43,500.00. On this property there is an indebtedness 
of $42,037.50, which is $17,014.00 greater than last year for the same con- 
gregations. Three have added to their indebtedness the sum of $18,850.00, 
while six have decreased, in sums ranging from $50.00 to $700.00, to the 
amount of $1,836.00, and three have the same figures as one year ago. 

These missions are receiving $8,685.00 annually from the Board of Home 
Missions, and are returning in church channels $13,488.41 (no report finan- 
cially from three), of which $1,365.94 is for benevolence, and $379.87 is for 
Home Missions. Only two show a deficit in their Synodical apportionment 
for benevolence. 

Eleven report salary paid promptly, three say not, and two make no answer 
to the query. ; 

The most notable improvements in church property reported are the two 
new churches in San Francisco, St. Andrew’s and St. Matthew’s. Besides 
these there are reports of new furnishings, new chancel furniture, new carpet, 
new Bibles for the Sunday school, new books of worship, organ, pianos, bap- 
tismal font, etc. 

2. Special items : 

In membership Fresno leads, having to day nearly two and a half times as 
many communicants as a year ago—a gain of eighty-nine; while one mission 
shows a net loss of twenty-five members, or twenty-six per cent. of its enroll- 
ment. 

In benevolence the San Diego congregation leads with $25.00 excess over 
apportionment. In payment of indebtedness, Alameda stands first, having 
paid $700.00 during the year, leaving but $300.00 balance. 
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The oldest pastor in point of service is Rev. Herman Gehrcke, of St. Mat- 
thew’s, San Francisco, who has served that people thirteen years. 

The latest to take.charge is Rev. D. J. Snyder».who became pastor of Long 
Beach, April Ist, 1908, 

On December 1st, 1907, the First Church, San Francisco, resumed self- 
support after receiving aid from the earthquake fund for one year. 

One new congregation, that at San Bernardino, has been taken on the funds 
of the Board during the year. 

The congregation at Salinas has paid off their entire debt on the lot and is 
now ready to build. 


IV. RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1. From the pastors. 

(@) One pastor requests Synod to formulate a plan whereby the Synod can 
help weak congregations secure their lot before they appeal to the Board of 
Church Extension. We recommend that this be referred to the incoming 
Church Extension Committee, with instructions to report at the 1909 con- 
convention of Synod, 

(4) A request is made that some Synodical officer visit the missions at the 
time of the annual application for aid, to urge the reduction of the amount of 
help received, as this is a matter that can be done better by someone other 
than the pastor. We recommend that this be referred to Rev. L. P. Ludden, 
D. D., for advice. 

(c) Request is made for a pastor for Sanger, one who understands that 
people. We recommend that this be referred to the incoming Home Mission 
Committee. 

(dz) One pastor’s simple request is, ‘‘ earnest prayer only.’? We recom- 
mend that prayer bands or circles be formed in all our congregations to pray 
daily for the work of the church on this coast, and particularly for the pastors 
and congregations of California Synod. 

2. From the Committee. 

We recommend— 

(a) That the thanks of this Synod be extended to the Board of Home 
Missions and to the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society for their generous aid to our churches and for their 
patient continuance of the same. 

(4) That some common definite date be set.for the turning in of ALL 
reports, Parochial, State of Church, and Home Missions. The two dates now 
in use render the work confusing. 

(c) That from the funds now in the Sunday School and Young People’s 
Society, and the Synodical Home Mission treasuries, an amount shall be drawn 
sufficient to purchase a portable chapel for the use of Synod. 

(¢) That the President order the Treasurer of Synod to pay to St. Mark’s 


a ee ee 


—— 
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Church, of Los Angeles, a sum not to exceed $25.00 for expenses incurred 
during the vacancy in the pastorate. 


Respectfully submitted, , GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
WILLIAM E. CROUSER, 
A. Pb; CRIM, 
G. G. BURNETT. 


The report was considered sertatim. 
Adopted as a whole. 
On motion, the Committee on Apportionment was instructed. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. J. E. Hoick. 


THIRD SESSION. 


TuHurspay, May 7, 1908, 9 A. M. 


After a half-hour devotional service led by Rev. A. E. Deitz, 
Synod was called to order by the President. 

Rev. M. F. Rinker offered prayer. 

Roll was called and the minutes read and approved. 

On motion, 11.30 o’clock was named as the hour to hear the 
representative of the Board of Home Missions, Rev. L. P. 
Ludden, D. D., present that cause. 

The order of the day was the report of the Committee on the 
Pacific Theological Seminary. 

On motion, speeches were limited to ten minutes each. 

Report was considered serzatzm. 

The following substitute was offered : 


Resolved, That the California Synod reaffirm the offer to the Pacific Synod 
for the establishment of a joint Theological Seminary. 


The yeas and nays were called, with the following result : 


Yeas—Clerical: A. Jatho, H. Gehrcke, O. H. Gruver, J. E. 
Hoick, J. W. Romich, W. J. Roehmer, W. E. Crouser, P. W. H. 
Frederick. Lay: J. F. Reimer, P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
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Nays— Clerical: M. F. Rinker, A. E. Deitz, H. J. Weaver, 
G. H. Hillerman, D. J. Snyder, W. L. Remsberg, W. S. Hos- 
kinson. Lay: De Witt Wise, A. Cornélius. 


J. A. Bohn declined to vote. 
Result—yeas, 10; nays, 9. 
Substitute declared adopted. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


Your Committee on President’s Report submits the following : 

The report is truly gratifying and gives evidence that the President has 
sought to faithfully and conscientiously perform the duties pertaining to that 
office. ; 

It is with a sense of profound gratitude to God that notwithstanding many 
hindrances, the work of our Lutheran Church on the Pacific Coast has been 
going steadily forward. 

We rejoice in the fact that the various Synods represented on our territory 
are co-operating more and more in the Master’s work. 

Your committee respectfully recommend the following : 

1. That all the official acts as given in the report be approved. 

2. That an order be granted the President for the amount due him for his 
expenses. 

3. That the recommendations of the President of Synod be considered 
seriatin. 


Respectfully submitted, J. W. ROMICH, 


C. F. OEHLER, 
MORRIS W. FURHMAN. 


President’s report considered seriatim. 
Adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 
Of the twenty churches of our Synod, eighteen have sent in reports to the 
committee. From these reports, as well as from the parochial tables, also 
from personal interview, the following facts have been deduced : 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP, 


The number of communicant members is 1,929, an increase of 119 over last 
year. This slight gain is caused by the loss of 128 from one congregation. 
The number of confirmed members is 3,027, an increase of 324. Two-thirds 
of the confirmed members appear to be communicants. While some of the 
other third are doubtless non-residents, it is to be feared that a large number 
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of those who have been confirmed have lapsed. These startling figures ad- 
monish us to devote more time and care upon prospective church members, 
that they may not only have the form of godliness, but'the power of it also. 


CHURCH ATTENDANCE, 


The attendance at the morning services averages about seventy-five per cent. 
of the church membership. Several churches report eighty per cent., one eighty- 
five per cent., while to Sanger, with its eighteen families, the unique distinction 
is given of having one hundred per cent. present at public services. The 
average attendance at the evening services is about fifty per cent. Our Cali- 
fornia cities are noted for their magnificent distances ; this is doubtless the 
reason why the devoted Christian who travels from five to fifteen miles to 
church in the morning does not make his appearance in the evening also. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The Sunday schools present a very encouraging report. The Sunday 
school of the First Church, Los Angeles, has the largest membership with its 
276 pupils; the German Church, Sacramento, comes second with 240. In 
accordance with the recommendation of Synod last year, your committee 
endeavored to gather facts regarding Sunday school literature. With but few 
exceptions, our Augsburg Lesson Helps are used. One school uses the Gen- 
eral Council series of graded lessons, one has 107 periodicals printed by the 
Publication House, also 50 copies of Cook’s literature, another with 154 of 
the former, has 40 of the latter. Still another with 71 Augsburg Helps, has 
30 copies of Children’s Companions. About 200 copies of the unexcelled 
Lutheran Young People are taken, also 270 copies of Little Ones, 275 copies 
of The King’s Message and 110 Sunday School Heralds. 


PRAYER MEETINGS, 


Thirteen churches report prayer meetings, one a Praying Band. The 
attendance ranges from five to eighty per cent. Here again distance doubt- 
less militates against a large attendance. 


SOCIETIES, 


Fifteen Missionary Societies are reported. Their condition is most credit- 
able. ‘‘ A good society with excellent meetings,’’ says one report. ‘‘ Interest- 
ing and profitable meetings,’ ‘‘ Society in good working order, 100 members, 
35 new,’’ are the terms used to describe this potent auxiliary in church work. 
One hundred and eleven copies of Lutheran Woman’s Work are reported, 
and over $800.00 contributed during the year. 

Seven Ladies’ Aid, eight Luther Leagues, six Christian Endeavor Societies, 
also two Men’s Leagues, two Boys’ Clubs and one Guild of Young People— 
forty-one organizations—attend to the social and spiritual welfare of their 


members. 
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CHURCH. PROPERTY. 


During the past year Sanger has erected a house of worship ; two churches 
destroyed by the calamity in San Francisco have “been rebuilt. We rejoice 
with both St. Andrew’s and St. Matthew’s congregations in securing such 
beautiful church homes. The German Church has a building fund of $10,- 
000.00. Minor improvements have been made in a number of churches. 
St. Mark’s has beautified the interior at a cost of $300.00. Trinity, Pasadena, 
has finished and furnished its house of worship. The exterior of Trinity, 
Riverside, has been painted. Salinas has its lot paid for and has $500.00 for 
a building fund. Sacramento, English, has painted and frescoed the interior, 
built a new porch and carpeted the floor of their church study and purchased a 
new piano, while Alameda has bought a new piano and put in chandeliers and 
electric lights in its house of worship. 


CHURCH FINANCES, 


To the question, ‘‘ Has the apportionment been paid?’’ Twelve replied, 
‘‘yes’’ ; of these, three paid with excess; three answered, ‘‘no’’ ; and one 
replied, ‘‘ not quite.”’ 

‘« Has the pastor’s salary been promptly paid?’’ Fourteen said ‘‘ yes’’ ; 
one answered ‘‘no’’; one replied ‘‘almost’’ ; one said ‘‘ fairly so’’ ; and 
another ‘‘ not very.”’ 

In raising finances the majority use the subscription method, one assessment, 
and another uses every possible honorable means. Seven churches have re- 
duced their indebtedness by the aggregate sum of $2,297.75. One church 
shows an increase of $1,370.00. z 


CHURCH LITERATURE. 


It is, indeed, a hopeful sign that our people are reading church literature. 
In addition to the 111 copies of Lutheran Woman’s Work already men- 
tioned, 32 copies of Lutheran Church Work, too church periodicals, 225 Home 
Livangels and 400 California Lutherans are taken. 


STUDENTS FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Last year there were eight students for the ministry reported, this year there 
is only one. This decline is truly lamentable. Prayer, unceasing and fer- 
vent, should be raised up to the Lord of the harvest ‘‘that He send forth 
laborers into His harvest.”’ 


CONCLUSION. 


Such, brethren, isa résumé of the reports which have come to our hands. 
While the return in some cases have been abundant, in other cases it seems 
that little progress has been made. ‘‘ Be ye steadfast,’’ ‘‘in due season ye 
shall reap, if ye faint not.”’ 
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RECOMMENDATION, 


Whereas the report blank has become out of date, we recommend that a 
committee be appointed to prepare and have printed a new report blank. 


Respectfully submitted, Jaa TOleKks 
W. L. REMSBERG, 
IN 19, IDIENAYA, 
Adopted. 


The special order of the day having arrived, Rev. L. P. 
Ludden, D. D., addressed Synod for a half hour. 


Report of Committee on Systematic Beneficence. 


The admonition of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian Christians was, 
‘< Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him.’’ Herein are three things emphasized : first, that 
of ‘‘giving’’ ; second, giving ‘‘ regularly or systematically’ ; third, giving 
‘* proportionately.”’ 

From this, as well as the giving of ‘‘tithes’’ in Old Testament times, we 
have abundant evidence that systematic beneficence was practiced in Biblical 
times. 

‘Upon inquiry, your committee finds that some system is quite generally 
pursued by our churches in gathering in the offerings for beneficence. 

Some use the ‘‘ duplex 
beneficence, others, the offering on the first Sunday of each’ month. A system 
which has been found very successful is the use of a pink colored envelope, 
dated and addressed to each member just before communion Sunday, accom- 
panying the same with a printed or mimeographed letter setting forth the pur- 


”” system, some devote the communion’ offering to 


pose of the offering. 

Personally, the chairman of this committee has evolved a system of eight 
pink envelopes specially devoted to the eight objects of beneficence, Each 
one is dated, numbered and named, and inserted in place in the package of 
regular contribution envelopes. This system has been worked satisfactorily. 


Notice that it is said the system ‘‘ has been worked.’’ No system, however 
good, will work itself. : 
Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOICK. 
Adopted. 


Time was extended to hear reports. 


Report of Committee on Letters and Papers. 
Your committee have a letter from Dr. F, G. Gotwald, Secretary of the 
Board of Education, also a letter from Dr. H. L. Yarger, Field Secretary of 
Board of Church Extension, We recommend that they be read before Synod. 
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We also have the constitution and request of the church at San Bernardino, 
asking for admission into Synod. We find that they have fulfilled the condi- 
tions necessary, and recommend that this church be, admitted to Synod and 
placed on the roll of churches. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
J. A. BOHN, 
W. E. CROUSER. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies. 


Your committee beg leave to submit the following report : 

Number of schools reported, 20; officers and teachers, 227; scholars, 
1,821. Amount expended for support of school and local objects, $2,021.58. 
Amount for benevolence, $744.62. This shows an increase of 37 officers and 
teachers, 355 scholars, $241.52 for support of school and local objects, and 
$68.98 for benevolence. 

Number of Young People’s Societies reported, 15 ; members enrolled, 371. 
Contributions for local objects, $631.56; for benevolence, $189.25. This 
shows an increase of 49 members, $194.59 for local objects, and a decrease of 
$64.95 for benevolence. 

Since the Sunday school is one of the important branches of the Church we 
would impress on all pastors and teachers the importance of giving careful and 
prayerful attention to the children and young people of our beloved Zion. 


Respectfully submitted, D. J. SNYDER, 
P. S, LEISENRING, 
W. S. HOSKINSON. 


Adopted. 


On motion, the Committee appointed to Prepare the Home 
Mission Blank was continued to report next year. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Other Synods. 


There have been placed in the hands of your committee Minutes of the 
following Synods, viz., Pittsburgh, Iowa, Central Pennsylvania and Pacific. 

There is nothing that we can find in any of these Minutes claiming our 
attention, except as found in Minutes of Pacific Synod on the exchange of 
delegates. We recommend that such delegate be elected, to bear fraternal 
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greetings from this Synod to Pacific Synod, which convenes at The Dalles, 
Oregon, June 24th, 1908. 
Respectfully submitted, Ss. W. YOUNG, 


W. J. ROEHMER. 
Adopted. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


THurspay, May 7, 1908, 2 P. M. 
Synod was convened by the President. 
Rev. W. E. Crouser led in prayer. 
Roll was called. 


Minutes read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Church Extension. 

Your Committee on Church Extension would report as follows: 

The most hearty co-operation has existed during the past year between the 
Board of Church Extension and this Committee. No application for Church 
Extension aid has been acted upon by the Board or by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society without first 
referring it to our local committee; and no application that has been endorsed 
by us has been turned down, nor has there been any long delay in granting 
the aid asked. 

Church Extension aid has been granted as follows: 

$500.00 loan to Sanger from the Board and the Executive Committee. 

$1,500.00 to Salinas, of which $700.00 is a loan from the Board, $6co.00 a 
loan from the Executive Committee, and $200.00 donation from the latter. 

$550.00 loan to Long Beach on the lot and a grant of $2,000.00 special 


- offering from the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society now being 


raised. 

The congregation at San Bernardino is raising money for a lot. 

Sanger has built a new church, and Salinas is ready to begin. 

St. Matthew’s and St. Andrew’s of San Francisco have received the amounts 
reported to Synod last year, and have erected new houses of worship. 

We have not been informed concerning the repayment of loans to the Board 
by our California churches. This is a matter that should be pressed a little 
heavier on the ecclesiastical conscience. Every dollar thus returned is aiding 


_ another needy congregation. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We recommend— 

That the thanks of this Synod be tendered the Board of Church Extension 
and the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society for their generous aid and hearty co-operation. 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
J. F. REIMER. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Last Year’s Minutes. 

Your Committee on Last Vear’s Minutes found the protocol well and 
cleanly written, and the printed Minutes well gotten up. No further items 
demand the attention of the Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. QEHLER, 
FRANK MECKFESSEL. 


Adopted. 


The Secretary reported the proceedings of the Ministerium to 
Synod. On motion, the action of the Ministerium was ratified 
by Synod. 


Report of the Publishing Committee of The California Lutheran. 


The committee to whom was entrusted the editing and publishing of Zhe 
California Lutheran would report as follows : 

After adjournment of Synod, the committee met and sub-divided the work 
as follows: Editor in Chief, Rev. G. H. Hillerman; Subscription Manager 
for the Northern Conference, Rev, O. H. Gruver; Subscription Manager for 
the Southern Conference, Rev. A. E. Deitz ; Advertising Manager, Rev. H. 
S. Feix; Business Manager, Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Of the three plans proposed by Synod, the first was found most feasible. 
(See Par. 19.) Accordingly, the arrangement with the Young Lutheran Pub- 
lishing Co. was continued, and after the financial condition permitted, four 
additional pages were added, with the following brethren in charge of the 
various departments: California Notes, Rev. G. H. Hillerman; Devotional 
Department, Rev. A. E. Deitz ; Sunday Schools and Young People’s Depart- 
ment, Rev. O. H. Gruver; Missionary Department, Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

The cost of publication during the past thirteen months has been $214.96, 
and we are happy to report to you that all accounts have been paid up to May 
Ist, 1908, An itemized statement of receipts and expenditures will be found 
in Exhibit ‘* A’’ appended hereto. 

This excellent showing has been made possible because of the hearty co- 
operation of a number of the pastors in the introduction of the paper among their 
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people ; also because of faithful efforts of the members of the publishing com- 
mittee, who have given freely of both time and money for the furtherance of 
the Synodical publication ; especially deserving of mention are Mr. Bohn, Mr. 
Fox, and Mr. Reimer for their contributions in assisting to finance the project. 


RECOMMENDATIONS, 


WHEREAS, The future usefulness of the Calfornia Lutheran is dependent 
upon its more general circulation in the home of the churches of our State, and 
WHEREAS, But comparatively few of them are subscribers, 
We recommend that the pastors send in to the publisher local notes, also that 
they give our Synodical paper their endorsement, co-operation and support. 
Respectfully submitted, jer LordOlEKS 
A. BE. DEITZ, 
O. H. GRUVER, 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 
Adopted. 


The Parochial Report was presented and adopted. (See 
Appendix << C.?") 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Conferences. 

Your committee would report that the minutes of the Southern Conference 
show that a meeting of that body was held at Riverside, October 30 and 31, 
1907. No business requiring the attention of Synod was transacted. 

We understand that the Northern Conference held one meeting during the 
year, but the minutes of that Conference have not been sent to Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, A. EF. DEITZ, 
IN. WABI): 
DE WITT WISE. 


Adopted. 


Det Bt Ni sic CT) 
Report of the Necrological Committee. 


During the past year the angel of death has been very active in the bounds 
of our Synod. The oldest clerical member and two other retired Lutheran 
ministers residing in our midst, the dear wife of one of our devoted pastors 
and two beloved children of two other pastors, have all entered the heavenly 
home. 

While we bow in humble submission to the will of our heavenly Father, we 
deeply feel the losses which have come to our hearts and homes. 
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Rev. A. J. Hartsock, D. D., after a brief illness, entered into rest Novem- 
ber 8th, 1907. For seventy-five years he had lived, loved and labored. His 
most notable work was the building of the Lutheran Church in Salina, Kan. 
His body was taken back to Kansas and laid to rest beside that of his beloved 
wife. 

Rev. J. C. Brodfuehrer, D. D., at the ripe old age of seven-three, fell asleep 
in Jesus, at his home in Pasadena, December 15th, 1907. Bro. Brodfuehrer 
was a member of the Synod of Northern Illinois, and had been a Professor in 
the Seminary in Chicago and the pastor of a number of churches in that 
vicinity. 

Rev. Cephas Baird, also having passed the three score and ten years, died at 
the home of his son in Santa Monica, March 23d, 1908. He was a member 
of the Iowa Synod. In his ministry of fifty-four years he had organized 
twenty-six congregations. He was the father of seven children, all of whom 
survive him. 

Mrs. A. E. Deitz, beloved wife of Rev. A. E. Deitz, of Riverside, after an 
illness of only one week entered the heavenly mansions, December 18th, 
1907, at the age of thirty-five years ten months and thirteen days. She was 
a true helpmate to her husband, a devoted mother to her children, and a kind 
friend to all who knew her. 

Herbert La Fayette Weaver, the infant son of Rev. and Mrs. Herbert J. 
Weaver, of the First Church, Los Angeles, fell asleep in Jesus, April 17th, 
1907, having lived only twenty days. 

Conrad Roehmer, son of Rev. and Mrs. William J. Roehmer, of Fresno, fell 
asleep on January 27th, 1908, at the age of three and one-half years. 

The sympathy of Synod is hereby extended to the bereaved families, and 
we pray the comfort and presence of the divine Comforter in each heart and 
home. 


Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
M. F. RINKER. 


Adopted by a rising vote while the Rev. Dr. Ludden led the 
Synod in prayer. 


Report of the Auditing Committee. 


Your committee beg leave to report the Treasurer’s accounts to be correct. 


Respectfully submitted, A. CORNELIUS, 
J. F. REIMER, 
J. A. BOHN. 
Adopted. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Rev. H. Gehrcke. 
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EVENING SESSION. 


THURSDAY, 8 O'CLOCK. 
The evening service was devoted to Home Missions. Rev. 
W. E. Crouser gave the address on the theme, ‘‘Some of the 
Claims of Christianity.’’ His text was 2 Kings x. 15. Revs. 
J. W. Romich, H. J. Weaver and G. H. Hillerman assisted in 


_ the service. 


++ 


FIFTH SESSION. 


Fripay, May 8, 1908, 9 A. M. 


After the half-hour devotional service, Synod convened with 
prayer by the President. 
Roll was called and minutes read and approved. 


Amendments. 
The proposed amendments were called up for action, viz., Article IV., Sec. 2, 
change the word ‘‘ opening ”’ to ‘‘ close.”’ 
Article V., Sec. 3 (6), change the words ‘‘ one week before the convention 
of Synod ”’ to ‘‘at midnight on March 2oth of each year.”’ 


Both amendments adopted. 


By-law 10, change to read: ‘‘ All ministers and congregations must send 
their Parochial Reports to the Pestana Secretary not later than March 2ist, 
and the Secretary shall arrange,’’ etc. 

By-law 11, change to read: ‘‘ The Synodical year shall close on March 2oth, 


” 


and everything,”’ etc. 


Both amendments adopted. 


Report of Committee on Apportionment for 1908-1909. 

(See Appendix B.) 

Adopted. 

The fraternal delegate from the California Conference of 
Augustana Synod, Rev. A. Kinell, of Templeton, Cal., pre- 
sented his credentials, which were received, and it was resolved 
that a fraternal delegate be appointed to return the greetings of 
California Synod. 
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Rev. W. J. Roehmer reported his meeting with the California 
Conference of Augustana Synod as fraternal delegate at Kings- 
bury, Cal., February 19th to 23d, 1908. ™ 


Rev. C. G. Stacy was received as an advisory member of 
Synod. 


Report of Delegates to General Synod. 
DEAR BRETHREN : 

Your delegates elected to represent this body at the late General Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the United States, which convened at 
Sunbury, Pa., May 23d to May 30th, 1907, beg leave to report as follows : 

Those delegates who were present were exceedingly impressed with the 
consecrated spirit of unity and fraternal love which manifested itself during all 
the sessions. One of the most significant features of all the proceedings was 
the earnest purpose for practical furtherance of the kingdom of God. 

The sessions were largely occupied with hearing reports of the Boards 
entrusted with the various forms of Christian activity. 

Many questions of great importance and keen interest were raised and 
- decided upon in a most truly Christian spirit. 

The retiring President, Rev. Prof. D. H. Bauslin, D. D., opened the Synod 
with a most appropriate sermon, laying special stress and great emphasis upon 
the present condition of the Church in its conflict with higher criticism. 

The reports of the various Boards of the Church were very encouraging, 
and gave ample evidence of the advancement along all lines of our beloved Luth- 
eran Church. The Boards of Foreign Missions and Home Missions had a very 
satisfactory report that marked gratifying progress in the work of the General 
Synod as a whole, while the Board of Church Extension and the Board of 
Education presented reports by far ahead of any of former years. 

The appropriation for Home Missions was increased to 30 cents per mem- 
ber, for Board of Education to 20 cents per member, and the Deaconess Board 
to 8 cents per member. 

Your delegates had the privilege of appearing before the Board of Educa- 
tion in regard to the Pacific Theological Seminary on our coast, and urged the 
imperative necessity of establishing a seminary very strongly before the gen- 
eral body. 

The delegation thanks you for the honor of representing you in that great 
body. 

Respectfully submitted, H. GEHRCKE, 
W. E. CROUSER, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
P. S. LEISENRING. 
Adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Legal Status of Synod. 


Your committee have investigated the matters concerning the Synod Cor- 
poration and have been unable to secure any information from the County 
‘Clerk touching this matter. 


Respectfully submitted, M. F. RINKER, 
A. CORNELIUS, 
DE WITT WISE. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Your committee beg leave to present the following report : 

1. Resolved, That we most heartily endorse the Laymen’s Movement, which 
promises to be a great help in raising the apportionment. 

2. Resolved, That we elect one of our members a Trustee of the Tabitha 
Home in Lincoln, Neb., according to the recommendation of General Synod, 
page 34, printed Minutes. 

3. Resolved, That we recommend to our churches a strict and accurate re- 
vision of the roll of membership annually, and that no one be reported in the 
communicant list that has not observed the Lord’s Supper within at least a 
year, unless providentially hindered. 

4. WHEREAS, we believe that the Church should ever be one in sympathy, 
desire and purpose with Jesus Christ, and 

WHEREAS, God guards with jealous care the two supreme facts, that of the 
‘deity of His Son and His death for the salvation of men, be it 

Resolved, That we recommend to our congregations the observance of special 
seasons for the faithful preaching of the word, for earnest prayer and for the 
conversion of the unsaved. 

5. Resolved, That a budget be made of the actual traveling expenses of the 
clerical members to and from the conventions of Synod, and apportioned 
equally among the various congregations, exempting the congregation that is 
entertaining the convention. 

6. Resolved, That we express our gratitude to the pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church and his good wife for their generous reception of Synod, also to the 
choir for their assistance in the music, and to the congregation and friends for 
their kind and hospitable treatment of us during our stay in Santa Barbara. 

7. Resolved, That we express our most hearty appreciation of the visit of 
Rey. L. P. Ludden, D. D., Field Secretary of the Home Mission Board, and 
that we extend our thanks to the Board of Home Missions for their kindness 
in heeding the request for this missionary visit. 

Resolved, That while we deplore the briefness of his stay, we urge that 
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more frequent visits will result in greater progress and activity in the Cali- 
fornia churches. 
Respectfully submitted, “W. E. CROUSER, 
P. W. H. FREDERICK. 
Considered serzatim. 


Adopted as a whole. 


Additional Resolutions. 

Resolved, That we, as a Synod, deplore the printing of patent medicine 
advertisements in our church papers, and that we respectfully ask that they be 
discontinued. 

Resolved, That Synod appropriate $100.00 towards the support of a pastor 
at Sanger, and that we endorse their application to the Home Mission Board 
for additional aid to the amount of $300.00 

Resolved, That 5,000 pink envelopes for California Home Missions be pro- 
cured and printed for the use of Synod, and that the Secretary be entrusted 
with this work. 


Adopted. 


Synodical Missionary. 
WHEREAS, The Home Mission Committee has been unable to secure a suit- 
able man to become Synodical Missionary, and 
WHEREAS, The Home Mission Board discourages the Synods in electing 
such Synodical Missionaries ; be it 
Resolved, That our Home Mission Committee be relieved from the obliga- 
tion of calling a man to this position at the present time. 


Adopted. 


Adjourned, with prayer by Mr. J. A. Bohn, to meet at 
1.30 P. M. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


Fripay, May 8, 1908, 1.30 P. M. 
Synod was called to order by the President. 
Mr. C. W. Weiser led in prayer. 
Roll was called. 


Minutes were read and approved. 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 31 


On motion, orders were granted on the treasury in payment 
of the following : 


SECIELALY Pi OR AMIN etc eka a $25 00 
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Resignation of the California Lutheran Publishing Committee. 

WHEREAS, the present Publishing Committee of the California Lutheran 
having served for the past year ; 

WHEREAS, the task of financing the paper for the coming year has been 
accomplished ; 

- WHEREAS, new men, methods and energy are desirable, we, the members 
of the Publishing Committee, hereby tender our resignation. 

Resolved, That the newly appointed committee be composed of six members, 
three from each Conference, also that they be empowered to enlist whatever 
assistance may be deemed desirable in editing and managing the publication. 

Respectfully submitted, Je SHOCK 
G. H. HILLERMAN, 
O. H. GRUVER, 
ASE DELLZ: 
Adopted. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publishing the California Lutheran con- 
sist of Revs. O. H. Gruver, H. Gehrcke, J. W. Romich, P. W. H. Frederick, 
Mr. O. Cornelius, and Dr. G. G. Burnett. 


On motion, 600 copies of the minutes of Synod were or- 
dered printed to be distributed fro rata of communicant mem- 


bership. 
Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your committee present the following as having offered satisfactory excuses 
for their absence from Synod, and recommend that they be excused, viz., 
Revs. C. F. Oehler, W. Brandes, J. S. Moser, J. J. Chambers, H. S. Feix, 
J. Gutleben, G. R. Bird, and J. C. Pedersen; also the following lay dele- 
gates: E. L. Patterson, C. P. Moller, Conrad Bill, John Bruns, John Isheim, 
J. W. Fricke, and W. F. Maxwell. y 

The following to be excused before Synod closes: Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Sc. D., D. D., S. W. Young, Messrs, De Witt Wise and J. F. Reimer. 

The following have sent us no excuse: Revs. L. C. Routzahn, E. H. Had- 
lock, and Lutz Horn. 

Respectfully submitted, H. GEHRCKE, 
O. H. GRUVER. 


Adopted. 
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Elections. 
Revs. D. J. Snyder, P. W. H. Frederick, and Mr. A. Cornelius 
were appointed tellers to conduct the election. 


The election resulted as follows: 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 
President--Rev. W. L. Remsberg. 
Secretary—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 
Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
Statistical Secretary—Rev. G. H. Hillerman. 


DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL SYNOD. 


Principals. 
Clerical. Lay. 

Revs On le (Gruver: G. G. Burnett, M. D., 

Rey. P. W. H. Frederick, P. S. Leisenring, M. D., 

Reva ©. He @ehler: Mr. De Witt Wise. 
Alternates. 

Rev. W. L. Remsberg, Mr. J... As bona, 

Rev. A. Jatho, Mr. A. P. Crim, 

Rev. S. W. Young. Mr. J. F. Reimer. 


Report of Committee on Instructions to the Pacific Theological 
. Seminary Committee. 
Your committee report that instructions be given as follows : 
1, That they communicate with the Committee of Pacific Synod as to their 
answer to the proposition of last year. 
2. That in future activities, the committee be left to their best judgment. 
Respectfully submitted, H. J. WEAVER, 
J. BE. HOICK; 
W. E. CROUSER. 
Adopted. 


On motion, the resignation of Mr. J. A. Bohn as member of 
the Pacific Seminary Committee was accepted at his most urgent 
request. 
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The election of the Pacific Seminary Committee resulted as 
follows : 


Rev. W. E. Crouser, Mr. J. W. Fricke, 
Rey., C.. F., Oehler, Mr. Fred Meckfessel, 
Rev. O. H. Gruver, Mr. A. Cornelius. 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman, 


On motion, the Secretary cast the ballot for Rev. W. L. 
Remsberg, Rev. O. H. Gruver, Dr. P. S. Leisenring, Rev. H. 
Gehrcke, and Mr. J. A. Bohn as Trustees of California Synod. 


Rev. C. F. Oehler was appointed fraternal delegate to Pacific 


Synod, which meets at The Dalles, Ore., June 24th, 1908. 


On motion, the Secretary cast the ballot for Mr. J. A. Bohn 
as Director for Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Neb. 

On motion, a recess was taken until 7 p.m. 

After the recess the President called upon Rev. M. F. Rinker 
to lead in prayer. 

An invitation was extended from Fresno to meet in Wartburg 
Church in next Convention of Synod. The invitation was 
accepted. 

The time for the next meeting of Synod was fixed for Wednes- 
day evening, April 21st, 1909. 

Minutes were read and approved. 

On motion, Synod adjourned, and all united in the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

eg es ls 


EVENING SESSION. 


FriDAy, 8 O'CLOCK. 
This service was in the interest of Education. Rev. J. E. 
Hoick made the address on the theme, ‘‘ Christian Education,”’ 
from the text Isaiah liv. 13. Revs. W. L. Remsberg and G. H. 
Hillerman assisted in the service. 
After the address on education, Rev. A. E. Deitz spoke on 
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‘« The Equipment for the Gospel Ministry,’’ from 2 Timothy i. 
3. Mr. Charles W. Weiser presented himself for licensure and 
was duly authorized by the officers of Synod. 


OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
Secretary. 
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MINISTERIUM. 


WEDNESDAY. EVENING, May 6, 1908. 


The Ministerium was called to order by the President. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. J. W. Romich. 


Report of the Examining Committee. 

Your committee present the following for action of the Ministerium : 

1. In the failure of Rev. A. C. Delbo to respond to the requests of Synod, 
we would report that our efforts continue unsuccessful. In this case we have 
before us the recommendation from the Southern Conference that his name be 
stricken from our roll of members ; to this we also accede, and ask the ratifi- 
cation of Synod. 

2. Having had before us, and examined the papers, and inquired into the 
work of Mr. Charles W. Weiser, your committee would recommend him for 
licensure by this Synod through its officers at this convention. 


Respectfully submitted, W. S. HOSKINSON, 
O. H. GRUVER, 
j. E. HOICK, 


On motion, this report was adopted and the same recommended 
to Synod for ratification. 
On motion, the Ministerium adjourned, with prayer by Rev. 
D. J. Snyder. 
OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICERS, 1908-1909. 


PRESIDENT. ~ 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 44 La Verne Street, Redlands. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W.S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. H. J. WEAVER, 1241 West gth Street, Los Angeles, 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. O. H. GRUVER, 642 Eighteenth Street, Oakland. 


; SECOND RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs, P. W. H. FREDERICK, 608 Eighth Street, San Bernardino. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Miss KATE J. STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 500 Fourteenth Street, Riverside. 


THANK-OFFERING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. E. JOHNSON, 1809 Oak Street, San Francisco. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECRETARY. 
Miss TURENA SORENSON, 855 South Flower Street, Los Angeles. 


HISTORIAN. 
Mrs, J. E. HOICK, 814 Cedar Street, San Diego. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Mrs, W. E. CROUSER, 450 North Fourth Street, San José. 
Mrs. E. L. PATTERSON, 322 North Seventh Street, San José. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Mrs. GEORGE W. FLICK, Oakland 
Mrs. S, B. MYERS, San Francisco 
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REPORT of the SEVENTEENTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION of the 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


HELD IN GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Rev. W. L. Remsberg, Pastor), 
SANTA BARBARA, CAL., May 6 and 7, 1808. 


FIRST SESSION. 


SANTA BARBARA, CaL., May 6, 1908, 2.30 P. M. 


The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society of Cal- 
ifornia. Synod gathered in the Sunday school room of Grace 
Lutheran Church of Santa Barbara, Rev. W. L. Remsberg, Pas- 
tor, with the President, Mrs. J. E. Hoick, of San Diego, in the 
chair. 


The devotional service was conducted by the President. 


In the absence of Mrs. W. E. Crouser, the Recording Secre- 
tary, Miss Sorenson, was elected Secretary pro tem. 


The Treasurer, Mrs. Johanson, of San Francisco, was also 
absent. Mrs. Frederick was elected Treasurer pro tem. 
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The credentials were then presented and roll of delegates 
called as follows : 


San Diego—Mrs. J. E. Hoick and Mrs. W. E. Thomas Caceig: 


San Bernardino—Mrs. P. W. H. Frederick and Mrs. R. S. 
Cumming (a. ¢.). 


Pasadena—Miss Anna Tenhaeff. 
San Jose—Mrs. E. L. Patterson. 
_ Riverside—Mrs. J. F. Reimer and Miss Margaret Imbauch. 
Oakland—Mrs. O. H. Gruver. 
Redlands—Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, and Mrs. A. Swanson 
(@.-é..). 
Redlands, Helpers’ Circle—Miss Helena Johnson. 


Santa Barbara—Mrs. W. L. Remsberg, Mrs. D. H. Schauer 
and Esther Howell. 


Los Angeles—Mrs. H. J. Weaver, Mrs. Charles Dockstader. 
Los Angeles, Mission Band—Miss Emma Guekas. 
Los A ngeles, Young People’s Secretary—Turena Sorenson. 


Rules of order were read by Miss Sorenson, and the meeting 
formally opened by the President. 


The address of welcome was given: by Mrs. D. H. Schauer, 
and responded to by Miss Guckas, of Los Angeles. 


The President’s address was received with marked apprecia- 
tion by the audience. 


President’s Address. 


To THE WoMAN’s HoME ,AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE 
CALIFORNIA SYNOD, GREETING. 


DEAR FRIENDS: Acknowledging our dependence upon God, who has so 
abundantly blessed our work, we complete another chapter of our history in 
closing this year’s records. It is with encouraging signs of progress that we 
assemble here. A steady growing interest and good work is manifest through- 
out the State. Reports from every quarter, even though not large, indicate 


W. H. AND F. M. S. OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 43 


progress. We trust during these convention days spent here in lovely Santa 
Barbara, our Synodical work will shine with a new luster to every member 
and delegate who has laid aside her accustomed duties for a short time in 
order to attend this annual gathering. And shall we not receive a blessing ? 
Have you ever attended a meeting, or engaged in missionary work without 
feeling benefited? A woman at one time remarked that she had been in the 
work seventeen years, and then she said, “ That is a long portion out of one’s 
life.’? A pastor to whom she made the statement replied, ‘‘ You mean into 
your life.’” And is not that just what this work has done for us? Hasn’t it 
put much, so much, zo our fives? Has it not done infinitely more for us 
than we have done for the work ? 


A GENERAL REVIEW. 


Lew Organizations. The women of St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, and San 
Bernardino, now have missionary societies. We rejoice with them. 

Mission Bands. If it is not possible to organize separate Bands for the 
young people and children, we trust that ‘‘ Helpers’ Circles’’ will be formed 
in the Christian Endeavor Societies and Luther Leagues of the various 
churches, also Cradle Rolls in the Sunday Schools. Several churches in the 
East have the Missionary and Sunday School Cradle Rolls together. This is 
a good idea, and we hope, if possible, to see it followed here. 

A Contest. We congratulate the Sacramento German Society upon secur- 
ing forty new members through the contest recently held by dividing the 
society into two parts, each endeavoring to secure the largest number of new 
names before another time of meeting. 

Conferences. The Southern Conference met in Riverside, October 30th 
and 31st, 1907. The missionary meeting was held October 30th. Excellent 
papers were read on ‘‘Golden Opportunities to Gain Information,” and 
‘*Golden Opportunities for Observation.’’ Owing to a misunderstanding in 
regard to the program, no missionary meeting was held in the Northern Con- 
ference. We trust that they will report one this fall. 

Decimal Column. Ut was decided at the Springfield Convention, ‘‘ That 
auxiliary Treasurers in remitting money to the Synodical Treasurer be in- 
structed to give the amount in dollars, omitting the decimal column.’? We 
have tried to put this plan in operation, but some of our Treasurers fail to do 
their part. Let us bear this in mind another year. 

Exhibit. The California Exhibit, which was displayed at the General Con- 
vention last year, was returned and has been placed in books for preservation, 
The Historian will add to the collection from year to year. 

A Visitor. We are disappointed at not having Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, Secre- 
tary of the Executive Committee, with us at this time. Plans for her trip to 
the coast were all completed, when she decided to postpone her visitation of 
the churches and societies until the early part of next year. 
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FINANCES. 


Words of appreciation can justly be bestowed upon the auxiliaries for the 
commendable progress made in the contributions. “It will only be a short time 
before we shall be able to raise $1,000.00 for missionary purposes. Can we 
not make that the goal for this coming year ? { 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP. 


Seven new names have been added to our list this past year making a total 
enrollment of twenty-one. It is very encouraging to note the interest taken 
in life membership. 


IN MEMORIAM, 


On the morning of October 16th, 1907, at San Luis Obispo, Mrs. S. E. B. 
Myers departed this life, aged seventy-nine years. Thus closed a useful and 
active career, one spent in loving Christian service for her Master. To Mrs. 
Myers was given the privilege and the honor of organizing the first missionary 
societies of our State, also our Synodical Society. Our first leader and Presi- 
dent has gone to her reward, but the memory of the interest and enthusiasm 
she ever manifested in our California work will never be forgotten by those of 
us who were privileged to know her. 

Mrs. A. E. Deitz, of Riverside, was called away to the realms beyond, 
December 18th, 1907, and another vacancy was created among our workers. 
Appropriate papers giving a sketch of the lives of these sisters have been 
prepared and will be read at the Memorial Service, Thursday afternoon. 


MAGAZINE, 


Lutheran Woman’s Work, which made its appearance the first of the year, 
is a magazine of which we may all be justly proud. But we must not be con- 
tent to read and study it alone, we must endeavor to interest all our women. 
And why should we not address ourselves to this duty with a hearty enthus- 
iasm? It might be our good fortune to secure the banner for having the most 
subscribers for the number of members in the Synodical Society. We are 
confident that the pastors’ wives appreciate the gift of the magazine from 
Eastern friends. Our California items will appear in the April, August and 
December numbers, and if at any time items pertaining to the work can be 
forwarded from the various societies to me, they will be gratefully received and 
inserted among the notes. The first copies of the magazine can no longer be 
secured for subscription lists. 


CONCLUSION. 


Every age and emergency has had the men needed for the age and the 
emergency, and what is true of man is true of woman also. She may not. 
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have been so conspicuous a figure, but she is none the less important, When 
Samuel’s mother consecrated her boy to the service of Jehovah, had she no 
part in determining the destiny of Israel? When the mother and grandmother 
instructed young Timothy in the Scriptures, did they have no part in the 
establishment of the apostolic church? When Mary and Martha made a 
home for the Saviour, a place where He could lay His head, did they not per- 
form an important part? In our day many a ruler and statesman, preacher 
and evangelist has attributed much of his success and greatness to the early 
teachings and Christian influences of his mother. Of every woman mentioned 
it might be said, as of Esther, ‘‘ Thou art come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this.’? The breadth of woman’s influence is widening, her field is con- 
stantly enlarging. But the most important part in the field of woman’s 
activity is the evangelization of the world. It is the highest service she can 
enter into. There is nothing that will yield greater joy or larger returns. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs, J. E. HOICK. 


The following reports were given : 

The report of the Corresponding Secretary was read by Miss 
Sorenson. (See page 46.) 

The report of the Treasurer was read by Mrs. Reimer. (See 
pages 47 and 48.) 

The report of the Thank-offering Secretary was read by Mrs. 
Hillerman. 

The report of the Historian was read by Mrs. Reimer. 

The report of the Young People’s Secretary was read by Miss 
Sorenson. 


The President then appointed the following committees : 
Auditing—Mrs. Weaver and Mrs. Dockstader. 
Resolutions—Mrs. Hillerman and Mrs. Gruver. , 


Letters, Greetings and Papers—Mrs. Frederick and Mrs. 
Patterson. 


Corresponding Secretary's, Young People’s Secretary's and Lit- 
erature Committee’s Reports—Mrs. Remsberg and Mrs. Howell. 


Reporter for Church Papers—Mrs. Reimer. 


Hymn, ‘‘ Blest be the tie that binds.”’ 
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EXPENSES. 
Presideratn ss sic, Serocere Gotteee cote arteries olan texonsteveieee¥a sr eraueeske aie isremeeterete $4 60 
President, for Material for Missionary Exhibit.................4.. 3 50 
President’s Traveling Expenses to General Convention............. 7° 00 
Corresponding Secretatyieec ie steerer teats Martidonnsteoon soc 2 50 
BEVEASOYER) cia. sus ean prahsi eteeeusedetonstanetocer ots, «lebamebersce fol sue Scceomo keto yo ute noe Tersetey.) 4 00 
PrO GVA S 65 jaws ope atatslere siete orale ie cotahtas ale ait siete Res evells re eee Rott aks ate 5 00 
General -Witerature ‘Committees, so). snc. 2 tote) ypsiedeiatetomnsil yeieioieterehauel> g2 
Corresponding’ Secretary si BOOk i airs cmale cle as csloeeeetare tie ett I 50 
RE) ERNE iis Co uoor 5 CommnmO eam > OGAT ado Oppo oDe oo. $92 02 
RECEIPTS. 
Amount iti LEeASUry sier s)creqere tener stash aboahe) = cy sc scecst syste felieterecbatoloke: ever $139 60 
Offeringsvat) Conventionict.7 sep gic oop tess meet ets rap eterna eens I5 00 
$154 60 
LhesssOXPensesssisis le mrecte oe a cast ete cite aha slay ia totel ems a steken tear oheer teen Q2 02 
Amount-in “Treasury siers ca. Jesrigeeee Peli as araseteyee inybesre ee $62 58 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. E. JOHANSEN, 
Treasurer. 


Offering was $2.15. 
Meeting adjourned, with missionary benediction. 


___  —— 


EVENING SERVICE. 


WEDNESDAY, May 6, 7.30 0’CLOCK. 
Mrs. Hoick presiding. Mrs. Hillerman read the Scriptures. 
Rev. Remsberg led in prayer. 
Dr. L. P. Ludden, the Western Home Mission Secretary, 
gave the address. 
The offering of the evening was $5.35. 


+@-+ 


SECOND SESSION. 


TuHuRspDay, May 7, 9.30 A. M. 
Mrs. Hoick in the chair. 
Miss Guckas led the devotional service. 
Dr. Ludden brought greetings from Mrs. Shaffer and from 
the Executive Committee, answered questions, etc. Much in- 
terest was created for needy fields. 
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Reports from the auxiliaries were then called for. - 

Los Angeles—Sent a good report, which was read by the 
President, Mrs. Weaver. 

Los Angeles Mission Band—A\so sent report, which was read 
by its President, Miss Guckas. 

Oakland—Sent good report, which was read by Mrs. Gruver. 

Pasadena—Miss Tenhaeff gave a verbal report. 

' Redlands—Sent good report, which was read by Miss John- 
son. She also read report of ‘‘ Helpers’ Circle,’’ Redlands. 

Riverstde—Sent good report, read by Miss Imbauch. 

San Jose—Mrs. Patterson gave a verbal report. 

San Bernardino—Sent a good report, which was read by Mrs. 
Frederick. 

The other societies sent no reports. 

An interesting report of the Biennial Convention, held in 
Philadelphia, was given by Mrs. Hoick, our delegate to the 
meeting. 

The offering amounted to $1.25. 

Meeting adjourned, with prayer. 


-@— 


THIRD SESSION. 


THurspay, May 7, 2.00 P. M. 


A memorial service was held in honor of two of our workers 
who have died during the year—Mrs. Bittle-Myers, and Mrs. 
A. E. Deitz. Mrs. Gruver read a tribute to Mrs. S. E. Bittle- 
Myers, our first President. 


| 
Mrs. Susan Eustis Bittle-Myers. 
' Our First PRESIDENT. 


The subject of this tribute passed from life on earth to life in heaven on 
October 16th, 1907, at 9.00 o’clock A.M. She was living in San Luis 
Obispo, near her niece, when the end came. There she had gone in Decem- 
ber of 1906 in search of climate that would be less rigorous, In September, 
1907, she was taken down with pneumonia, and never recovered. Her age 


was almost seventy-nine years. Then closed the life of an active and useful 


woman in the work of the Lutheran Church. 
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She was born in Massachusetts, and her father was Rev. Jonathan Bigelow. 
At Mt. Holyoke, Mass., she received her academic education. She graduated 
there at the age of sixteen, and then entered Dr, Lyman Beecher’s newly- 
established college at Cincinnati, Ohio, as musical instructor. A few years 
later, at eighteen years of age, she married Rev. David H. Bittle, then a 
young Lutheran minister, just graduated from Gettysburg Seminary, and with 
him assumed the labors and privations of a pioneer Home Missionary in the 
then sparsely settled regions of Indiana and Illinois. Later, she and her 
husband went to Salem and New Lisbon, Ohio. Here Mrs. Myers estab- 
lished schools for young ladies and taught with good success as principal. 

In the early fifties Rev. Bittle became professor at Roanoke College, in 
Virginia. Here, again, Mrs. Myers conducted a large female school. This 
she did wherever she went, for she was a born teacher. The great hindrance 
to the continuance of this work was the breaking out of the Civil War. 

Homeless and almost penniless they fled to Texas, and remained there dur- 
ing the great struggle, and while there she established a young ladies’ school 
near Houston. After the war Rev. Bittle was called to the presidency of 
Roanoke College, which work he relinquished to become pastor at Savannah, 
Ga. There it was that Dr. Bittle was stricken down with heart disease in 
1871, and Mrs. Bittle was left alone. 

In the same year she came to California, where she met Rev. Abram 
Myers, a Lutheran minister from Oregon, whom she afterwards married and 
whose children she reared. They lived ona fruit ranch in Shasta County 
until the death of Mr. Myers in 1889. Then she went to San Diego, where 
she taught privately, for some years, in the family of General Grant. Later, 
she moved to San Francisco, to make that her home. 

Mrs. Myers helped in much of the pioneer work of establishing the English 
Lutheran Church in California. She was one of the organizers of the First 
Church, both in San Francisco and in Oakland. Her work among the mis- 
sionary societies made her the first person thought of for President of the 
Synodical Society. This position she held for three years. Afterwards she 
was elected Historian, which position she held ten years, when she asked to 
be relieved because of failing health and eyesight. She was a member of the 
Oakland Church to the hour of her death. 

Mrs. Myers was a gifted authoress, a fine musician and vocalist, an accom- 
plished artist and a gifted botanist. She was a good woman, desirous of do- 
ing the best she could under all circumstances. We can but feel that the 
California Missionary Society has lost an active member and a most excellent 
worker. We feel deep regret at her loss, and the advice in the government 
of our affairs, which she was so free to offer. She has heard, ’ere this, the 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joys of thy 
Lord,’’ 


Mrs. Reimer read a memorial sketch of Mrs. A. E. Deitz. 
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Mrs Reimer led in prayer. 


Mrs. Weaver read a paper entitled ‘‘A Review of Gloria 
Christi,’’ prepared by Mrs. E. W. Sax, of Los Angeles. 


Mrs. Hillerman read a paper on ‘‘ The Best Method of Secur- 
ing Missionary Contributions,’’ written by Mrs. A. Niemeyer. 


Reports of Committees. 


President?’s Address.—Your committee to whom was referred the Presi- 
dent’s report beg leave to submit the following: We find the report full of 
cheering intelligence concerning the work of the past year, especially the or- 
ganization of two societies, and the good financial condition of the organiza- 
tion. We are glad to note seven new members on our ‘‘ life membership ”’ 
list. We also call attention to our new magazine, Lutheran Woman's 
Work, and her appeal that we interest more women in the reading and study 
of the same. 

We recommend that we extend Mrs. Hoick, our President, a rising vote of 
thanks for her faithful and efficient services during the past five years. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 
Miss EMMA GUCKAS. 


Letters, Greetings, Papers.—Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, Secretary of our Woman’s 
Executive Committee, sent greetings by Dr. Ludden, since she was not able 
to be present as had been previously arranged. The mention of one so inter- 
ested in the work of California lent a note of cheer to our meeting. 

The tribute to Mrs. S. B. Myers, by Mrs. Gruver, was interesting and 
appropriate. The history of this our first President ought to be an inspiration 
to us. 

The memorial to Mrs. A. E. Deitz, by Mrs. Reimer, impressed us once 
more with the suddenness of the removal of one so greatly needed in our 
work. 

The ‘‘ Review of Gloria Christi’’ was interesting and instructive, and we 
should be grateful to Mrs, Sax for the care and interest displayed in preparing 
this paper, which was filled with practical as well as the spiritual work of a 
missionary’s life. 

The paper by Mrs. Niemeyer, read by Mrs. Hillerman, should satisfy us 
that the best method of securing missionary contributions is by free-will offer- 
ings. If we would receive the benefit to be derived from our giving, we 
should all adopt this as our only method. 

‘¢The Result of Faithful Work,’’ by Mrs. Siatten should be a reminder of 
the importance of each in her place attending to little things, if we would 
accomplish the great things as a body. 
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The Thank-offering Secretary reported $227.05. An increase of $24.51 
over last year. 


Respectfully submitted, ~ Mrs. FREDERICK, 
Mrs. PATTERSON. 


Corresponding Secretary, Young People’s Secretary, and Literature Com- 
mittee. —We noted with appreciation the excellent work of these officers and 


committee, and would recommend that thanks be returned them for their 


faithful work. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. REMSBERG, 
Mrs. HOWELL. 


The Auditing Committee submits the following report: We find everything 
correct excepting that the conference collection at Riverside, of $3.55, was 
credited to the Synodical fund of the Riverside Society. We have made the 
necessary corrections. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. WEAVER, 
Mrs. DOCKSTADER. 


Resolutions.-—The committee on resolutions submits the following : 

WHEREAS, God has abundantly blessed our work, permitted so large and 
substantial growth along all lines of regular work, we unite in heartfelt praise 
to His great name. 

2. Resolved, That rejoicing over the increase of financial receipts during 
the past year, and our higher aim for the future, we, as missionary socie- 
ties, work with renewed energy and diligence for a like gain in membership. 
A Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society in every congregation of 
our California Synod. 

3. Resolved, That while we deeply mourn the loss of Mrs. S. B. Myers 
and Mrs, A, E. Deitz, and others who have been called to the great beyond, 
we endeavor to fill their places with new members. 

4. Lesolved, That we pledge our loyal support to the new magazine, 
Woman’s Work, in every way possible, and use our utmost endeavor to create 
an interest and to secure subscriptions in our home societies. 

5. Resolved, That owing to the importance of the work among young 
people and children, and the fact that the future of our missionary endeavor 
depends upon them, that increasing attention be given them, and the efforts 
for more helps, especially in their literature, be heartily endorsed. . 

6. Resolved, That our sincere thanks be tendered to the pastor and people 
of Grace Lutheran Church, of Santa Barbara, for the hospitality and courtesy 
extended us at this convention. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. GRUVER, 
Mrs. HILLERMAN. 
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A motion was passed to send twenty-five cents extra to the 
Synodical fund, in place of sending it to the Literature Com- 
mittee. 

A resolution was passed to urge the starting of a fund to pay 
the fare of delegates to the biennial conventions of the Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was toe and 
unanimously accepted. (See page 4o. ) 

Bills to the amount of $22.35 were presented and ordered 
paid. 

The minutes were then read and accepted. 

After a season of prayer, the convention adjourned. 


TURENA SORENSON, 
Secretary pro tem. 


FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


I give and bequeath to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Unitea 
States, its successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, and re- 
quest my executor or administrator to pay to said corporation said amount at 
the settlement of my estate. 

I hereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate « 

, 20 have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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‘ANNUAL CONVENTION of the 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


In connection with the General 
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HELD IN WARTBURG EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Rev. W. J. Roehmer, Pastor), 
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Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 
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HELD IN WARTBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH PARSONAGE 
(Rev. W. J. Roehmer, Pastor), 
FRESNO, CAL., April 22 and 23, 1909. 
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SYNODICAL CALENDAR, 
1909-1910. | 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 


PRESIDENT—Rerv. O. H. GRUVER, Sixteenth and Grove Streets, Oakland, Cal. 

SECRETARY—Rey. J. W. BALL, Pu. D., 1170 West 36th Place, Los Angeles, Cal. 

STATISTICAL SECRETARY—Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, 44 La Verne, St., Red- 
lands, Cal. 

TREASURER—P. S. LEISENRING, M. D., 10-12 Bon Ton Building, San Diego, Cal. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


HOME MISSIONS. 
Rev. 0. H. GRUVER, Rey. W. E. CROUSER, 
Rey. H. J. WEAVER. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Ray. O. H. GRUVER, ; Rey. P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
Rev. D. J. SNYDER. 


MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 
Rey. H. GQEHRCKE, Rey. J. W. BALL, Pu. D., 
Rev. J. A. B. SCHERER, Pu. D., LL. D. eh 
EXAMINATION FOR THE MINISTRY. 
Rev. W. S. HOSKINSON, Sc. D., D. D., Rxv. C. F. OEHLER, 
Rey. J. E. HOICK. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Rav. D. J. SNYDER, Rey. S. W. YOUNG, 
Rev. C. W. WEISER. : 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
Rev. J. J. CHAMBERS, Rev. W. J. ROEHMER, 
Rey. A. JATHO. 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN. 
Rey. H.S. FEIX, Editor-in-chief. 


PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Rev. W. E, CROUSER, Rev. W. S. HOPKINSON, Sc. D., D.-D., 
Rev. O. H. GRUVER, Mr. J. W. FRICKE, e 
Rey. C. F. OEHLER, Mr. J. A. BOHN, 


Mr. FRED MECKFESSEL. 


REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION. hs 
Ry. J. E. HOICK, Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, 
Rev. W. E. CROUSER. 
HISTORICAL RECORDS. 
Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN, Rev. ©. H. GRUVER. 


TEMPERANCE. 


Rav. W. R, SWICKARD, Rev. H. S. FEIX, 
Rey. J. W. ROMICH. : 


NEXT CONVENTION. 


Place—San Francisco, Cal., St. Matthew’s Church. 
Time—April 5th, 1910, at 2 o’clock P. M. 


PROGRAM FOR SYNOD, 1910. 


(Alternates in Parentheses) 


Half-hour Devotional Services each morning. 


Exposition of Sermon on the Mount.—Rev. W. S. Hoskrnson, Sc. D., 
D.D. (Rev. W. E. CRouseER.) 


Tuesday Evening. Synodical Communion. 
Sermon by Rev. O. H. GRuver. (REV. J. W. BALL, Pu. D.) 


Wednesday Afternoon. The Lord’s Day. 
Paper by Rev. S. W. Younc. (REv. W. R. SWICKARD. ) 


Wednesday Evening. Missionary Service. 
In charge of the WOMAN’s MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Thursday Afternoon. Article XI. Augsburg Confession. 
Paper by Rev. H. J. Weaver. (Rev. J. W. RoMIcH.) 


Thursday Evening. Missions in the Bay Cities. 


Address, ‘‘Our Opportunities,’ by Rev. H. S. Ferx. (Dr. G. G. Bur- 
NETT. ) ‘ 

Address, ‘‘Our Hindrances,”’ by REv. A. JATHO. (MR. J. C. FROHLIGER. ) 
" ‘Address, ‘‘ Our Obligations,’ by Rev. J. E. Hoicx. (Mr. J. A. Boun.) 


Friday Afternoon. Catechisation and Evangelization. 
Paper by Rev. G. H. HILLERMAN. (REV. J. J. CHAMBERS. ) 


Friday Evening. Christian Education. 


Address by Secretary Board of Education. (REV. J. A. B. SCHERER, 
Pu. D., LL. D.) 


Sunday Morning. Morning Worship. 
Sermon by Rev. C, F. OFHLER. (REv, W. J. ROEHMER. ) 


Sunday Evening. Evening Worship. 
‘ Sérmon by Rev. H. J. Weaver. (Rev. D. J. SNYDER.) 


Trustees of California Synod. 
Rev. O. H. GRvuvER, P. S. LEISENRING, M. D., 
Rev. J. W. Bawt, Pu. D., Mr. H. A. Gertz, 
Mr. A. CORNELIUS, 


PROCEEDINGS of the NINETEENTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION of’ the 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 


HELD IN WARTBURG EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
(Rev. W. J. Roehmer, Pastor), 
FRESNO, CAL., April 21 to 24, 1909. 


FRESNO, CaL., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1909. 


The Nineteenth Annual Convention of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Synod of California met in Wartburg Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Wednesday, April 21st, 1909, at 8 o’clock P. M. 

The synodical sermom was preached by Rev. O. H. Gruver, 
Secretary of the Synod, who was also acting President, owing to 
the removal of President Rev. W. L. Remsberg from the territory 
of the Synod during the year. The text was 2 Chron. XV. 7, 
and the theme ‘‘ Faithfulness rewarded.’’ 

Rev. Adolph Jatho preached the German sermon and eieied 
acting-President Gruver in conducting the Synodical Com-— 
munion. 

od Grate Re ) 


FIRST SESSION. 


iN 


TuurspDAy, APRIL 22, 1909, 9 A. M. 

The half-hour devotional service included an exposition of 
Acts i. 1-11, and was conducted by Rev. William E. Crouser. 

Synod was called to order at 9.30 A. M. by acting-President 
Rev. O. H. Gruver. Rev. D. J. Snyder was appointed Secre- 
tary pro tempore. 

The roll of pastors was called and the credentials of delegates 
received and their names enrolled. 
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Rev. Emil Meyer, of San José, was received as fraternal del- 
egate from the Pacific Synod (G. C.). 

On motion, Revs. A. J. Hesson and J. K. Reed were ac- 
corded the privileges of Synod as advisory members. 

The President’s annual report was read, as follows: 


President’s Report. 
BRETHREN OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA : 

GREETING: For the second time during my connection with this Synod I 
am called upon to act the part of both Secretary and President because of the 
absence or removal of the latter from the State. I have conscientiously per- 
formed my duties as best I could under the circumstances, and I now submit 
to you assembled in this Nineteenth Annual Convention a summary of the 


_ official acts of the Synodical year. 


Rev. W. L. Remsberg, President of Synod, forwarded his report to me 
in August, 1908, containing this preamble: ‘‘ In view of the fact that I have 
been called to a pastorate within the bounds of another Synod, it becomes my 
duty to resign as President of this Synod, my resignation to take effect at the 
time of my departure from my present charge, August 31st, 1908. This Ido 
with great regret and the humble prayer that God may abundantly bless the 
Synod in its arduous work on this coast. I thank the brethren of Synod for 
the honor and confidence conferred upon me, and devoutly pray that God 
may endue my successor with wise counsel and the Synod with efficiency and 
success.”’ 

RESIGNATIONS. 

Rev. A. E. Deitz resigned Trinity Church, Riverside, to take effect June 
30th, 1908. 

Rev. W. L. Remsberg resigned Grace Church, Santa Barbara, to take effect 
August 31st, 1908. 

Rev. J. W. Romich resigned St. Mark’s Church, Los Angeles, to take effect 
October 31st, 1908. 

Rev. J. E. Hoick resigned the First Church, San Diego, to take effect 
March 28th, 1909. 

Rev, W. E. Crouser resigned Grace Church, San José, to take effect March 


3Ist, 1909. 
DISMISSALS. 


Rev. A. E. Deitz was transferred by letter to Nebraska Synod June 2oth, 
1908. He has been received. 

Rev. W. L. Remsberg was granted a letter of dismissal to Maryland Synod 
September Ist, 1908. He has been received. 

Rev. G. R. Bird was given a letter of transfer to the Presbytery of Los 
Angeles of the California Synod of the Presbyterian Church in United States 
of America September 3d, 1908. He has been received. 


8 NINETEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Rev. E. H. Hadlock, Ph. D., was informed that his name was canceled 
from the roll of California Synod November 14th, 1908. He expressed himself 
as satisfied. oe 

ADMISSIONS. 

Rev. William R. Swickard from Pittsburgh Synod (G. C.) June 15th, 1908. 
His name has been enrolled. 

Rev. James A. B. Scherer, Ph. D., LL. D., from the Synod of South 
Carolina October 13th, 1908. His name has been enrolled. 

Rev. Jesse W. Ball, Ph. D., from Nebraska Synod, December 28th, 1908. 
His name has been enrolled. 


CALLS ACCEPTED. 


Rev. C. W. Weiser, a licentiate of this Synod, accepted a call to Trinity 
Church, Pasadena. His pastorate began September Ist, 1908. 

Rev. J. W. Ball, Ph. D., accepted a call to St. Mark’s Church, Los Angeles. 
He began his labors November 29th, 1908. 

Rev. J. Gutleben accepted a call to St. Paul’s Church, Sanger. His serv- 
ices began January Ist, 1909. ; 

Rev. J. E. Hoick accepted a call to Grace Church, San José. He entered 
upon the pastorate April 4th, 1909. 

Rev. W. E. Crouser accepted a call to the First Church, San Francisco. 
He took up the work April 11th, 1909. 

Rev. W. R. Swickard accepted a call to the First Church, San Francisco, 
to become acting pastor October Ist, 1908, for six months. 


INSTALLATIONS, 


Rev. C. W. Weiser was inducted into the office of pastor of Trinity Church, 
Pasadena, Thursday evening, November 5th, 1908. Rev. H. J. Weaver 
gave the charge to the pastor, and Rev. D. J. Snyder to the congregation. 

Rev. J. W. Ball, Ph. D., was installed pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Los 
Angeles, Sunday morning, February 7th, 1909. Rev. J. A. B. Scherer. 
Ph. D., LL. D., preached the sermon and conducted the service. 


CORNER-STONE. 


Our Saviour’s Church, Salinas, laid the corner-stone of its new church 
building with appropriate services May 31st, 1908. Rev. W. E. Crouser 
preached the sermon, and the pastor, Rev. S. W. Young, conducted the 
services, 

DEDICATIONS, 

St. Paul’s Church, Sanger, was dedicated to the worship of Almighty God 
October 11th, 1908. Rev. J. Gutleben preached in German, and Rev. W. E. 
Crouser in English. The pastor, Rev. W. J. Roehmer, conducted the dedi- 
catory service, 

Our Saviour’s Church, Salinas, was set apart for divine service November 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 9 


Ist, 1908. Rey. W. E. Crouser preached the dedicatory sermon, and the 
pastor, Rev. S. W. Young, consecrated the church. ; 

The First Church, Kedlands, was consecrated to use for the worship of 
Jehovah, January 24th, 1909. Rev. J. A. B. Scherer, Ph. De, LL, D:; 
preached the sermon, and the pastor, Rev. G. H. Hillerman, dedicated the 
church free of debt. : 

CHURCH LOT. 

The First Church, San Bernardino, Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, pastor, pur- 
chased a church lot in February of this year, the purchase price being $2,000.00. 
It is centrally located and well adapted for the church’s needs. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


Street improvement in front of our churches has been pretty general through- 
out the Synod. 

San José and Sanger each installed new organs, 

San Francisco, St. Matthew’s, placed a beautiful altar window. 

San Francisco, St. Andrew’s, added new chairs and altar decorations. 

Pasadena built a choir stall and added a lecturn and altar cloths. 

Fresno built a new fence and made other improvements, and painted 
church. 

Sacramento, First, painted their church building. 

Redlands, First, Sunday school library and book case, and hitching rack on 
the lot. 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s, beautified their surrounding lawn and pulpit 


chairs. 


Sacramento, German, added $4,000.00 to their building fund. 
Los Angeles, First Church, electric fixtures. 


VACANCIES, 
At present Riverside, San Diego and Santa Barbara are without regular 
pastors. The last has no stated supply. 


NEW CONGREGATION. 


A new congregation was organized at Alpaugh, October 29th, 1908, with 
twenty-one charter members, who elected Rev. J. J. Chambers their pastor. 
This congregation makes application for admission into this Synod at this 
session. The application is referred to the Committee on Letters and Papers. 


PORTABLE CHAPEL, 


The Synod having authorized the purchase of a portable chapel, and no 
special committee having been appointed, the President instructed the Church 
Extension Committee of Synod to take under advisement the purchase of such 
a chapel, and for the sake of wiser counsel, Revs. H. J. Weaver and D. J. 
Snyder were added to the committee for this specific object. The committee 
met in Los Angeles June 15th, 1908, and again July 6th ; they consulted sev- 
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eral builders and looked at a few samples, but finding none satisfactory at the 
price stipulated by Synod, and there being no immediate demand, it was 
finally decided to defer the matter. a 


ORDINATION, 


Rev. Charles W. Weiser, our licentiate, will apply for ordination by this 

Synod. 
OFFICIAL VISIT. 

Synod was favored with a twenty-day tour of our churches in January and 
February by Mrs. S. F. Breckenridge and Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, respectively 
President and Secretary of the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society. The Committee on Resolutions will make 
proper recognition of this first official visit. 


SPECIAL FUND. 


A letter received from Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, mailed March 16, 1909, con- 
tained the following: ‘‘A special fund of $300.00 has been paid into the 
treasury of the Board of Home Missions, through the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society, for initial work in and around San Francisco. 
This fund is to be paid into the treasury of the California Synod, to be used 
by the Home Mission Committee of the Synod for this special field. By 
initial work is meant expenses of canvassing, hall, etc., until the mission or 
missions are ready to be assumed by the Board of Home Missions and 
Woman’s Society.”’ 

EXPENSES. 

The following expenses were incurred by the President, resigned, in the 

discharge of his duties, for which an order is asked : 


Brinting and) letter headstevcem-tecce cers ites eee eae po. SOS 

Stampedienvelopes; three: packs. sa aee ate en ee eee I 62 

iLravelingvexpensesioneaccount ofrchapels =... eee eee nee 4 50 

Totals oF shes woo eran ava/s apes aE ee ee eee $7 12 
MISCELLANIES. 


Synodical Year.—The change of the time of the close of the Synodical 
year has been an unfortunate one, for two reasons. First, because of the con- 
firmation column in the parochial reports. Secondly, because the time lapse 
between the close of the Synodical year and the meeting of Synod varies so 
greatly. There is an easy solution of the difficulty by placing the meeting of 
Synod on the third Tuesday evening after Easter, and the close of the Synod- 
ical year on the first Saturday evening after Easter. It might be well to in- 
struct the Committee on the Revision of the Constitution to incorporate this 
in their report. 

Executive Committee.—Such a committee seems desirable at critical times. 
When the President of Synod becomes disqualified for his duties because of 
death, or resignation, or removal, or otherwise, let the other officers of Synod 
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and the chairman of the standing committees act as an Executive Committee 
to fill the vacancy by appointment, until the time of the next regular election 
by Synod. This is referred, too, to the Constitution Committee. 

Archivarium.—wUp to this time the Secretary has been in possession of the 
documents belonging to Synod. He has had no regular receptacle for them. 
Nor does he have all the documents that are important. Complete files of 
the printed Minutes ought to be in his hands. Also complete files of the 
California Lutheran, the Western Lutheran, the Golden Gate Lutheran, Der 
Lutherische Friedens-bote, and other publications more or less representative 
of our California Synod. The first volume of the protocol should be placed 
among these for safe keeping, and also the papers of incorporation. Some of 
the books of the Treasurer, too, could find a proper lodgment there. In short, 
all that can in any way throw light on the history of Lutheranism in California 
should be collected and placed in the archivarium. Such a collection has 
been started by the Secretary and lodged in a trunk in the First Church in 
Oakland. It needs supplementing and completing. If Synod would endorse 
the project and appoint an Archivist, it would be comparatively easy to com- 
plete and preserve these documents, which would be impossible of obtaining 
in the not distant future. It might be hard now to get a complete set of the 
Golden Gate Lutheran, And it is known that there are only a few copies 
of the printed Minutes of 1894 that can yet be obtained. Pastors should help 
to collect and preserve these papers, and place them in the archivarium for 
future generations and for the future Historian of California Synod and Luther- 
anism in this State. 

CONCLUSION. 

I now give back to you the responsibility that fell to me as Secretary, and I 
do so with considerable relief. With my other duties in Synod this duty has 
been somewhat of a burden. I thank the brethren for their kindness and 
readiness to help me bear it, and I crave your forgiveness of my mistakes. 


Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


The Synod then proceeded to an election of officers for this 


convention. 
Officers for This Convention. 


Rev. O. H. Gruver was elected President. 

Rev. J. W. Ball, Ph. D., was elected Secretary. 

Reception of letters and papers. 

The Treasurer presented his report. 

The report was received and referred to the Auditing Com- 
mittee. (See Appendix A.) 

Reports were received from the following officers and Stand- 
ing Committees of Synod, the time for their consideration to be 
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fixed later in the sessions: the Statistical Secretary, the Home 
Mission Committee, the Church Extension Committee and the 
Committee on the State of the Church. § ™ 

On motion, it was determined to consider the reports in the 
order in which they were presented, beginning after the opening 
of the afternoon session. 

The hours for the business sessions were fixed as follows : 
8.30 A. M. to 12 M., and 2 P. M. to 5 P. M. 

The President appointed the following committees : 


Committees of California Synod, 1909. 

President’s Report—Rev. H. Gehrcke, Rev. H. S. Feix. 

Letters and Papers—Rev. A. Jatho, Rev. J. Gutleben. 

Absence and Excuse—Rey. S. W. Young, Rev. D. J. Snyder. 

Vacant Congregations—Rev. C. F. Oehler, Rev. W. J. 
Roehmer, Mr. J. A. Bohn. 

Minutes of Conferences—Rev. W. R. Swickard, Rev. P. W. 
H. Frederick. 

Minutes of Other Synods—Rev. H. J. Weaver, Rev. J. J. 
Chambers. 

Auditing Treasurer's Books—Mr. H. A. Getz, Mr. J. A. 
Bohn. 

Auditing California Lutheran Accounts—Mr. C. Schneider, 
Mr. A. Cornelius. 

Resolutions—Rev. J. W. Ball, Rev. C. F. Oehler, Dr. P. S. 
Leisenring. 

Budget of Traveling Expenses—Rev. ]. E. Hoick, Rev. C. 
W. Weiser. 

Reporters— Observer, Rev. W. S. Hoskinson; World, Rev. 
J. E. Hoick ; Hvangelist, Rev. J. J. Chambers ; Zionsbote, Rev. 
H. Gehrcke; California Lutheran, the Editor; City Press, 
the Secretary. 


The following reports were then presented in order : 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Synod. 
Your committee would respectfully submit the following report : 
Your committee have examined the protocol and find it well written and 
accurately kept and indexed. 
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In the printed minutes we note the following corrections to be made : 
On page 7, in ‘‘ Admissions,’’ Rev. J. W. Romick, from the Colorado 
Synod, should be from the Rocky Mountain Synod. 
On page 39 the figures on total benevolence should be put in column for 
local objects, and that for local objects in the column for benevolence. 
Respectfully submitted, lee Wier oeE DIE RICK 


S. W. YOUNG. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Historical Records. 

Your Committee on Historical Records respectfully repdrt that nothing has 
been done, owing to the fact that it was a physical impossibility for either 
member of the committee to do the work in addition to the extra Synodical 
duties awaiting attention. 


Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
OSCAR H. GRUVER. 
Adopted. 


The report of the Publication Committee of the Cadfornia 
Lutheran was presented to Synod, the time set for its considera- 
tion to follow that of the report on the State of the Church. 


Report of the Examining Committee. 

Your Committee on Examination to the Ministry would report that we hold 
the application of C. W. Weiser for ordination at this meeting of Synod. We 
ask for a meeting of the Ministerium to consider this application. 

Respectfully submitted, W. H. HOSKINSON, 
J. E. HOICK, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church Blanks. 
Your committee would report that blanks were prepared, printed and dis- 
tributed, The bill for the printing, including the printing of the credential 
blanks, is $10.50, for which an order is asked, made payable to Rev. O. H. 


Gruver. 
Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
“W. E. CROUSER, 
lie. HOCK: 
Adopted. 


Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. Emil Meyer. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


~ 
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2 P. M. 


Synod was called to order by the President, and opened with 
prayer by Rev. A. J. Hesson. 

Roll call. 

Reading and adoption of the minutes. 

The report of the Statistical Secretary was taken up for con- 
sideration item by item and adopted as amended. 


Report of the Statistical Secretary. 


The Statistical Secretary would urge two things on the pastors of Synod in 
the matter of the parochial reports : 

(1) Greater promptness in sending the reports to the Secretary. One delay 
ties up the entire report, and makes impossible any compilation whatever, 
provided all are to be included in the report to Synod. 

(2) More careful attention to the printed foot-notes. It is surprising what 
blunders are sometimes made by the pastors. 

To call your attention to a few of the more important items in the totals of 
the parochial report : 

The number of churches remains the same as last year. 

There have not been as many losses from the membership as last year, nor 
as many accessions, so that the communicant membership is practically the 
same as last report, being only 2 less. There have, however, been 6 less 
adult baptisms, 115 less confirmations, 71 fewer received by certificate, and 48 
less by restoration ; still the confirmed column shows a gain of 139, and the 
baptized of 305. 

The value of church property has increased $14,200.00, the greater portion 
of it by increased valuation of property : one property is set down at $250.00 
less than last year, and one at $5,000.00 more. The total indebtedness has 
decreased $2,147.37, two churches appearing with blanks in this column for 
the first time, and two new debts having been assumed. The churches have 
paid $2,149.37 more for local expenses this year than last, but over $18,000.00 
less on ‘‘unusual expenses.’’ This latter decrease is due to the fact of the — 
building of two churches in San Francisco last year and reported at the last 
convention of Synod. 

Each column of the Sunday school report shows a creditable increase over 
last year except benevolence, in which there is a marked falling off, while the 
Young People’s Societies show an increase in numbers and benevolence, but 
a falling off in contributions for local objects. 

Except Home Missions, Foreign Missions and external objects, every item 
of benevolence shows an increase, making the total under this head $208.19 
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more than last year. But the grand total is less than the’ last report by 
$16,211.60, this falling off being due to the smaller amount credited under 
‘“unusual expenses.’ A detailed report is presented under Appendix C. 

Upon the Statistical Secretary is also placed the duty of preparing the 
apportionment table for'the coming year. He, first of all, recommends that 
the even dollar plan of apportionment be adopted, eliminating the cents 
column by fixing the apportionment at the even dollars below when the amount 
ends with 49 cents or less, and at the even dollars above when it is 50 cents 
or over, 

Apportionment table shown in Appendix B. 


Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H, HILLERMAN. 


On motion, the apportionment for Synodical Treasury was 
fixed at 11 cents for the coming year. 

The Home Mission report was then taken up for considera- 
tion. 

On motion, the names of the seven missions that have re- 
duced the amounts of their appropriations were inserted in the 
report. Pending the adoption of the report, verbal reports were 
heard from the following fields: Alpaugh, Sanger, Fresno, 
Salinas, San Bernardino, Alameda, Berkeley, Santa Barbara and 
Riverside. 

Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. J. K. Reed, the Home 
Mission report pending as unfinished business. 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 9 A. M. 
The devotional half-hour was conducted by Rev. Herbert J. 
Weaver. 
Synod was called to order by the President. The roll was 
called and the minutes of the previous session approved. 
On motion, the Home Mission report was adopted. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


Your Committee on Home Missions submit the following report : 
Ours is indeed a Home Mission Synod. All but four congregations are 


16 NINETEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


being aided to-day by the Home Mission Board, or by the Woman’s Society. 
Three of these four were beneficiaries in the past. Only one has never re- 
ceived help. To the Home Mission Board we owe our existence. 

Seventeen congregations of our State are now on the funds of the Mission 
Board. ‘These are receiving varying amounts of aid according to their needs, 
for which they are trying to show their gratitude by contributing to the benev- 
olent objects of the Church, and by increasing in members, efficiency and self- 
help. The ideal of every mission congregation should be self-support. They 
should aim at the abandonment of the crutches that assisted them to stand and 
walk. The crutches can then be handed over to some other struggling con- 
gregations to help them to get on their feet and stand steady. The danger 
of such generous continuance of help as ours has been is the trusting to it. It 
is feared that such may be the case at some places in our Synod. However, 
seven congregations have reduced their Home Mission aid for this year from 
$50.00 to $100.00 each, aggregating a total reduction of $440.00, namely: 
Redlands, Alameda, San Diego, San Francisco (St. Andrew’s and St. 
Matthew’s), Long Beach and St. José. This is a good showing that needs 
emulation by others. j 

Not all the missions have raised their apportionment for benevolence. 
Half report an excess and half a deficit. A deficit should not be allowed by 
any mission congregation to be their response to the generosity of the Board’s 
aid. 

Seven missions reduced their indebtedness during the year; two of them 
having paid off the mortgages held against their churches, namely, Alameda 
and Redlands. 

The general financial condition of the missions is fair or good. One pastor 
answered ‘‘excellent,’’ and another ‘‘best yet.’’ The general activity of the 
missions seems to be about the same as the financial condition. The two pro- 
ceed along parallel lines. 

Seven missions report an increase in membership, and four a decrease. 
There being no confirmations may explain the latter in part. 

The Sunday schools are doing well where the teachers are classed as good 
or energetic. Nine missions are blessed with such teachers, and others have 
some of this high class. 

The improvements on the church property are referred to in the President’s 
report. 

Two missions have been seeking permanent pastors throughout much of the 
Synodical year. Several calls have been extended, but up to this date both 
Riverside and Santa Barbara are vacant. San Diego also is pastorless. j 

Sanger has been constituted a separate pastorate, and: Rev. John Gutleben 
has taken charge. He began the work January Ist, 1909. One hundred 
dollars of the support of the pastor of this mission is to be provided from the 
California Home Mission Fund. The remainder comes from the Woman’s 
Society. 
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Alpaugh has been taken upon the funds of the Board, and Rev. J. J. 
Chambers is the missionary in charge. This mission is in the heart of the 
a new farming settlement in Tulare County and is awake to its opportunity. 
The congregation was organized October 29th, 1908. 

San Bernardino has bought a lot on which to locate their new church, The 
price was $2,000.00, on which they have paid $550.00. 

Long Beach made a payment of $675.00 on their lot, and is anxious to 
build. 

The Executive Committee of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society have signified their willingness to take up Berkeley as a mission on their 
funds. A Sunday school was organized in that city January 3d, 1909, under 
the supervision of the pastor of the Oakland Church. Rev. W. R. Swickard 
preached for the people on almost every Sunday during this year. They will 
organize a congregation as soon as a pastor is on the field. 

At Melrose a Sunday school has been started under the direct care of the 
pastor at Alameda, The school was opened November 13th, 1908. 

Both these mission schools were undertaken by action of the Northern Con- 
ference at Salinas, November 11th, and have occasioned no expense to the 
Home Mission Committee or to Synod. 

The Men’s League of the First Church of Los Angeles has undertaken the 
establishment of a Third Lutheran Bible School in Los Angeles, and Mr. H. 
Troutwein has been appointed to canvass the most favorable locations looking 
to the organization of a new Lutheran church. 

The “special fund’’ referred to in the President’s report makes it possible 
to inaugurate mission work in San Francisco in the near future. The Rich- 
mond district seems to be the most promising, although both the Sunset and Mis- 
sion Road districts are worthy of special attention and thorough consideration 
before a field for operation is definitely determined upon. It is pretty certain 
that the Woman’s Society will take this work upon their funds. 

In accordance with the instructions of Synod certain bills were to be paid 
from the California Home Mission Fund. Orders were drawn on the Treas- 
urer for the following items and amounts : 


Rey. J. W. Romich for St. Mark’s, Los Angeles ...............-. $25 oo 
Rev. J. E. Hoick for California Home Mission envelopes........... 9 45 
Rev. C. F. Oehler for expenses as Fraternal Delegate............. 30 00 
Rev. W. L. Remsberg for traveling expenses as President.......... 4 50 
Rev. J. E. Hoick for expressage on California, Home Mission envelopes. 55 
Rev. H. J. Weaver for expenses in supplying Santa Barbara....... 3930 
Rev? J. Gutleben for first quarter’s salary. ...........++----+++--- 25 00 
AREY R A Re SS Patel ne IN oe RORe Clg ARCA hare teen $97 80 
Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 


HERMAN GEHRCKE, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 
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_ Report of Committee on Church Extension. 


Your Committee on Church Extension submit the following report : 

Only one thing seems to claim the attention ofthis committee that has not 
been considered either in the President’s report or in the Home Mission report. 

To us has been referred the matter of devising ways and means for helping 
weak congregations to secure their lots before they appeal to the Board of 
Church Extension for assistance in building their churches. This is important, 
and there seems to be only one feasible method of accomplishing it, namely, 
by setting apart a Church Lot Fund similar to our California Home Mission 
Fund and collected in much the same way, by apportionment and special 
donations. However, it cannot be as large as our California Home Mission 
Fund, else to gather it will be an unbearable burden. Ten cents per member 
per annum would yield about $200.00 each year for this fund. With several 
new missions coming along, each wanting a lot and a church home, it is seen 
at once that we will not be able to supply the demand. Yet if the gift to the 
congregation is safeguarded by the promise of the congregation to pay for the 
lot before erecting a church on it, and by the additional help of a portable 
chapel placed on the lot, it might be one of Synod’s best missionary invest- 
ments, It is unfortunately true that the burdensome debt on some of our con- 
gregations is, in great part, the debt on the lot. To obviate this, pay for the lot 
first, build the church only on a paid for lot, and start a church lot fund to 
help pay for church lots of mission congregations. 

We have no further recommendations to offer by which this very desirable 
end may be attained. 


Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
HENRY S. FEIX. 
Adopted. 


* 


It was moved and carried, that the Church Extension Com- 
mittee be authorized to establish a Church Extension Fund, 
for which an apportionment of five cents per capita be laid, the 
committee to solicit other private donations in addition. 

The report of the Committee on State of the Church was then 
taken up for consideration, and on motion was adopted. 


Report of Committee on State of'the Church. 


In attempting to present a report of the state of the church from the blanks 
filled out and submitted to the committee, we are confronted with three diffi- 
culties : 

1. Some pastors failed to answer all the questions. 

2. Not the same basis was used by the different pastors in giving answers 

.to the same questions; one would base his answer on the general state of ex- 
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ternal activity ; another on the spiritual condition ; and still another would use: 
a numerical basis. Ul lait 
3. Added to these difficulties it is impossible to give a correct. estimate of 
the spiritual condition of a people from any sort of statistical reports that may! 
be employed. saa 
' However, from the reports at hand, and to the best of our ability, we here-i 
with present this report of the state of church for our Synod. 


I. MATTERS MATERIAL, 


1. As to membership and attendance of our twenty churches; nine report 2 
gain in communicant membership for the year, seven report: loss, and four 
show the same figures. A portion of these losses are accounted for by the: 
ruling of last Synod, whereby only members who had communed within the 
year were to be reported as communicants. 

The totals for the year show over 3000 confirmed members, or a gain over 
the last report ; and nearly 2000 communicants, a small loss as compared with 
last year. In all this membership it is rather sad to find only one student for 
the ministry. This is not a condition peculiar to California; it is one of the- 
perplexing situations to-day in religious history. To what are our parents 
dedicating their boys? Possibly to nothing at all, and are allowing them:to 
select for themselves, under the influences of the world, those callings that: 
mean less self-denial than the gospel ministry. Until pastors and parents: 
awaken to the necessity of pressing the claims of the ambassadorship of :Gdd. 
on our boys and youth until they feel, ‘‘ Woe is me, if I preach not 'thée 
gospel,’’ our seminaries will cry for students in vain, our pulpits remain wn- 
occupied, and the people languish for the bread of life. 

Closely associated with the matter of membership is that of Oe on 
divine services. 

Only seven of our churches report an average attendance at the Sunday. 
morning service equal to the membership, and none any above; while four: 
report an average morning service equal to one-half the membership. . At the 
evening service the record is even more deplorable ; only two have a one htn- 
dred per cent. attendance, while more than one-half have less than fifty per- 
cent., and one has even as low as fourteen per cent. When it is remembered: 
that these proportions are drawn with the communicant membership report, 
the record becomes much worse when compared with the larger confirmed list. 
These conditions bespeak the crying need of a revival of religion, a work of: 
grace, a shaking of dry bones, or whatever name you choose, whereby: the 
professed followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, in our California Lutheran 
churches, shall be awakened from their lethargy and be made diligent for the 
Lord. ; Ms 
If in this attendance a large per cent. were children being trained for the 
future, the outlook would be more hopeful, but the fact is that only one-third 
of the churches report ‘‘good’’ attendance of children, whatever jthat may: 
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mean, and the remainder ‘‘poor.’’ The sad fact is that in the majority of 
churches, if the pastor comes to the church door after the close of the Sunday 
school, he is confronted by as large an audience leaving the building as is en- 
tering, the one leaving being the more impressionable of the two. We would 
commend to the members of Synod the investigation of the junior congrega- 
tion. as a possible solution of this difficulty. Catechisation in some form or 
other is followed in all our churches but three, and if this effective and valu- 
able method would be supplemented more generally by some plan to keep in 
active service the confirmed children, it would mean much more for our 
churches than they now receive. 

As to the mid-week prayer meeting, eight churches do not report any, and 
those that do report, as a rule, a very small attendance. 

It is.a sad condition in any congregation when this spiritual vitalizer is set 
aside or neglected. The mid-week service should be the people’s service, 
where the pastor acts simply as a guide, and where the word of God and 
prayer occupy more time than any words of human wisdom. 

‘The various auxiliaries of the church, of whatever name, are as a rule, 
reported ‘‘fair’’ and ‘‘ good’ with only an occasional ‘‘ poor.”’ 

2. Finances.—Aside from three congregations, the financial condition ts 
reported ‘‘ good,’’ and in’some instances the best in their history. Twelve 
have paid all or part of their indebtedness, and thirteen report some improve- 
ment on the property during the year. In every case, excepting one, the 
salary is paid promptly. These statements bespeak an interest on the part of 
the laity, and possibly, a careful oversight by the pastor. 

The most ungratifying part of the financial exhibit is that one-half of our 
churches resort to some sort of methods that are, to say the least, questionable 
in raising a portion of their funds. In view of the wealth in the hands of the 
members of the church, it is high time that we stopped being beggars, quit 
- playing the clown and the monkey, and that we exhibit the same sort of self- 
respect in our church finances that we do in our personal affairs. 

One possible cause of the lack of funds by free-will giving, thus bringing 
in these other clap-trap methods, is that our members are not sufficiently well 
informed of the work and needs of our Church. Only sixty-eight copies of 
LUTHERAN CHURCH WoRK are taken in our entire Synod. Think of it! 
Only nine hundred Lutheran Church papers, weekly and monthly, German 
and English, are taken by our congregations; and when we remember that 
two: or more of these are frequently in one home, we see how scarce the fuel, 
and no, wonder the fire burns no brighter. 


” 


II, THE SPIRITUAL SIDE. 


The more important part of this report has to do with those factors which 
directly make for the spiritual life, and which tell of its peculiar outworkings. 
From every congregation comes the testimony that there is practically no in- 
terest-in private Bible study aside from what is done through the Sunday 
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school ; and as the Sunday school reaches practically few adults, and: as the 
study preparation is proverbially poor, it betokens a woeful neglect of this all- 
portant Book, the hiding of which in the heart will keep from sin: If now 
the contrary is true, and it unquestionably is, that sin is what keeps one from 
the Book, this lack of Bible study to-day stands as one of the strongest con- 
demnations of our churches yet recorded, and demands some plain preaching 
and earnest dealing by the pastor. And especially is this so since in all quarters 
there is such a strong element of destructive criticism in the pulpits of other de- 
nominations, poisoning the minds and hearts of all the people of the community. 

Family worship seems better known by its neglect than by its observance. 
The highest estimate given was ten per cent., and that was a mere conjecture, 
while the majority testified in effect that there is no such custom general with 
their members. The reason given, viz., that business and social duties made 
it impossible, only emphasizes the strong hold the world, the flesh and. the 
devil have on those who have professed to renounce these things, for, smooth 
it qver as we may, the fact remains that we always find time for what we 
really consider the most important matter. As to carrying out the Church’s 
only mission to the world—to reach the unsaved with the gospel of the grace 
of God—the unanimous answer is that nothing is doing towards reaching 
those out of Christ, though in some cases the acknowledgment is made with a 
feeling of sorrow on the part of the pastor giving the same. Brethren, we al} 
are guilty, and some day will stand face to face with our Lord to answer for 
our neglect. May His Spirit stir us up to renewed faithfulness. It is to be 
expected that since there is no effort to reach the unsaved that there should be 
no concern amongst the unsaved for their own salvation. And this, too, is 
the universal report. We may well ask, Why should there be any concern 
amongst them when those who hold the message, and to whom its serious 
reality is spiritually revealed, have no concern to carry it to those who are 
blind to their own lost condition and to this matchless salvation ? 

The hindrances to the deeper life are summed up under three heads: (1) 
Indifference—and it is past all conception how men can be indifferent to a 
matter that is of such great moment to the Lord; and yet they are so simply 
because they have not been wakened up to its great importance. 

(2) Worldliness.—Back to the flesh pots of Egypt, down to the things of 
mammon and pleasure—forsaking the high calling of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord—how far away from the place of the peculiar people it was intended 
that the body of Christ should be ! 

(3) The Self-life—and here is the kernel of it all. My way, not Christ’ s ; 
my will, not His; my plans, not the Lord’s; my honor, not His; my glory, 
not God’s ; mine, mine, mine, it matters not if the influence of the pastor is 
destroyed ; it matters not if the Church is disrupted and its power: shorn; it 
matters not if others are turned aside and possibly lost eternally; just so that 

I can vindicate myself, sustain my position and accomplish my ends. ‘‘ He 
that exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that abaseth himself shall be 
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-exalted.’!:, With a few the saloon was set forth as such a hindrance. Why 
the saloon ‘should be a hindrance to the deeper life in the child of God is hard 
to-seei What part or lot has he with the saloon?» If his interest is. there, it 
‘is time that he was converted, tor -he doubtless is ‘‘in the gall of bitterness 
and in the bond of iniquity.”’ : 

-iThe chief: discouraging features, aside from these just mentneeds are. set 
forth as 4‘ poor attendance on the Sunday evening service,’’ ‘‘removals of 
membersiand helpers,’’? ‘‘lack of Sunday school teachers and other assist- 
ants,’’? and ‘parental indifference.”’ 

That these are serious discouraging features among us no pastor in Cali- 
fornia will deny. What to do to remedy it is another question, and one hard 
‘to aniswer.’: We may not be able to remedy it; and, if not, then the only 
thing required of us is, ‘‘ Be thou faithful.’’ 

Some of the discouragements suggested seem to us to be parcel of a spirit 
‘that would work its own glory rather than the salvation of souls—pastors and 
leaders occupied with things that concern their own reputation more than the 
glory oft God. The Lord Jesus Christ pleased not Himself, and in this left 
ars, His'ambassadors, our highest ambition, to do God’s will, it matters noth- 
‘ing' how much it humiliates us. 
- ‘But not all is black and gloomy. There are encouragements as well as dis- 
!couragements.:' We need to learn to ‘‘give thanks always for all things,”’ 
‘knowing: “‘ that all things work together for good to those who love God, and 
are the called according to His purpose.’’ 

' In view of this it is perfectly legitimate to find encouragement in a growing 
‘city and in a healthy financial condition. But from all over the State come 
‘far more abiding and deeper reasons for encouragement and thanksgiving 
-when the pastors speak of restored harmony, mutual co-operation amongst the 
members, a noticeable spiritual development in the congregation, loyal sup- 
port of the pastor’s plans, activity in home and foreign mission work, and a 
wretognition.of their helplessness on the part of the people compelling a look- 
ig upward to: their Source of strength. 

: Add to all these the great truth of God’s faithfulness and pains” 
even in the face of our unworthiness and unfaithfulness, and it will then matter 
nothing’ as to the accidents of the present moment, knowing that God’s plans 
‘and purposes! cannot be brought to naught by any effort of man or devil. We 
can well stop and ask, ‘‘ Watchman, what of the night ?’’ and then listen for 
the reply, ‘‘ The morning cometh.”’ 
' The darkness of the night may even grow a shade darker, but. this, very 
darkness is the harbinger of the perfect day when the Sun of Righteousness 
shall arise with healing in His wings—when the kingdoms of this world shal] 


‘become the kingdom of our Lord and His Christ. ‘* Be thou faithful unto 


déath, and I will give thee a crown of life.’’ 
ate Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
ie A. JATHO. 
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On motion, the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Con- 
vention was granted the privilege of additional space in the 
printed minutes over that hitherto granted, the extra cost to be 
borne by the Woman’s Convention, according to their request. 

Pending the adoption of the report of the Committee on the 
Publication of the California Lutheran, Synod adjourned, with 
prayer by Rev. John Gutleben. 


—+@~ = 


FOURTH SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2 P. M. 


Synod was called to order by the President. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. J. J. Chambers. _ 

The roll was called and the minutes of the morning session 
read and approved. 

The report of the Committee on the Publication of the Ca/- 
fornia Lutheran was again taken up and the report adopted. 


Report of the ‘‘ California Lutheran’’ Publishing Committee. 


Your committee, to whom was given the responsibility of the Ca/zforniu 
Lutheran for this Synodical year, submit the following report : 

The committee organized by electing Rev. O. H. Gruver, editor; Rev. J, 
W. Romich, Southern subscription manager, and Rev. H. Gehrcke, Northern 
subscription manager. Later, it seemed best to centralize all at-Oakland. 
Rev. H. S. Feix was made mailing manager, Rev. O. H. Gruver was made 
general manager, and Dr. G. G. Burnett was made treasurer; but in August 
he went East, and the editor has had charge of this office too. Therefore, the 
California Lutheran has been conducted throughout the year chiefly by Revs. 
Gruver and Feix. 

Several changes have been made in the general make-up of the paper, All 
copy now goes through the editor’s hands. The mailing list is sent to the 
publisher each month with the editor’s copy. Both these changes were in- 
tended fo same time and mistakes. The promise of the publisher is to get the 
paper into our homes by the twelfth of each month. In this he has failed, 
partly because of the mails. Accordingly, the management has been disap- 
pointed, but can offer no other remedy than to have the paper printed in Cali- 
fornia. This can be done at additional cost. 

Twelve issues of the paper have come to our homes since the last meeting 
of Synod. These have all been paid, except the March and April issues, 
amounting to $41.52. There are outstanding accounts for subscriptions to 
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almost cover this amount. However, we must face the fact that at the present 
rate of twenty-five cents the California Lutheran can never be put on a self- 
sustaining basis. We must either raise the subscription price to thirty-five or 
fifty cents, or get more advertisements, or do both. Except we do something 
a deficit will need to be met each year. 

The treasurer’s statement of accounts is appended hereto. 

The editor begs to be relieved of any connection with the paper during the 


coming Synodical year. 
Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


On motion, a salary of $50.00 a year was allowed the editor 
and business manager. 
The following resolutions were then adopted : 


Resolutions on Report of the ‘‘ California Lutheran.”’ 


1. Resolved, That the actual deficit of $8.23 be paid from the Home Mis- 
sion treasury of California Synod. 

2. Resolved, That we commend the editor, Rev. O. H. Gruver, and the 
business manager, Rev. H. S. Feix, for their faithful work done during the 
past year, and that Rev. H. S. Feix be appointed editor and business man- 
ager for the ensuing year. 

3. Resolved, That the subscription price be raised to fifty cents per annum. 


Report of Auditing Committee for ‘‘ California Lutheran.”’ 
Your committee beg leave to report the treasurer’s accounts to be correct. 


Respectfully submitted, FR. SCHNEIDER, 


C. CORNELIUS. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 


Your committee present the following as having sent satisfactory excuses for 
their absence from Synod, and recommend that they be excused, viz., Revs. 
J. S. Moser, J. W. Romich, M. F. Rinker, William Brandes and J. C. 
Pedersen. Also the following lay delegates: J. W. Fricke, J. W. Reimer, 
Myron Hestorff, D. J. Horner, M. D., Edward Peterson, Fred Meckfessel, 
John Kline, James Popert, P. Boehme, Theo. M. Meiding, W. F. Maxwell, 
D. H. Nyce. 

We recommend that the following be excused before Synod closes : Revs. 
W. E. Crouser, J. E. Hoick, S. W. Young, A. Jatho, H. Gehrcke, John 
Gutleben and Mr. John Heinz. 

The following have sent no excuse: Revs. L. C. Routzahn and Lutz Horn. 


Respectfully submitted, S. W. YOUNG, 


D. J. SNYDER. 
Adopted. 
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Report of Committee on Letters and Papers, 


Your committee received an application from the First Lutheran Church of 
Alpaugh for admission into the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California. 
Since this congregation has adopted the constitution suggested by the Board 
of Home Missions of the General Synod, with a few slight changes, we recom- 
mend that the application be granted. 

Respectfully submitted, A. JATHO, 
JOHN GUTLEBEN. 

Adopted. 


On motion, the following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That the officers of Synod pay to the First Lutheran Church of 
Alpaugh, Cal., the sum of $150.00 or $200.00, if need be, upon the receipt of 
a trust deed of the property purchased with this money by the said congre- 
gation, this trust deed to be given to the California Synod as security for this 
amount, and to be given up and the amount so furnished to become a gift to 
the Alpaugh congregation if the Church Extension Board should at any time 
furnish any financial help to the Alpaugh congregation and obtain satisfactory 
security for the same. 


Report of Delegate to the Pacific Synod (G. C.). 

Your delegate to the Pacific Synod attended the meeting of said body at 
The Dalles, Ore., on June 25th, 1908, and was accorded a most cordial and 
fraternal reception. 

By courtesy of the Synod the seminary question was discussed on the same 
day, and resolutions were adopted expressing the regrets of the Synod because 
further co-operation in establishing a Pacific seminary had become an impossi- 
bility. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER. 

Adopted. 


Rev. Emil Meyer, fraternal delegate from the Pacific Synod, 
presented the greetings of his body. The greeting was fittingly 
responded to by President of Synod. 


Report of Committee on President’s Report. 

The Committee on the President’s Report submit the following : 

The report gives evidence that a great amount of work has been done by the 
President, and has been done in a manner which reflects creditably upon him. 

We note with pleasure the devotion of all members of our California Synod 
to the Master’s cause, hence the improvements in various congregations, and 
the endeavor to organize and maintain new Sunday schools and congregations. 

We regret the continued vacancies in two of our missions, 
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Your committee would also respectfully recommend the following : 

1. That we approve all official acts of our acting President by a rising vote 
of thanks. ‘ : 

2, That a warrant be ordered drawn on the Treasurer to the amount of 
$7.12 for reimbursement, : 

3. That in view of the fact that men and money are scarce for missionary 
purposes, we urge each member of our Synod to improve each opportunity in 
organizing new Sunday schools without expense to the Special Fund. 

4. That all recommendations of the President be considered sevzazzm. 

Respectfully submitted, HERMAN GEHRCKE, 
H. S. FEIX. 

Adopted. 

The recommendations of President’s report were considered 
sertatim and adopted (see report of President—Miscellanies), 


and the report adopted as a whole. 
On motion, Rev. O. H. Gruver was appointed Archivist of Synod. 
St. Matthew’s congregation of San Francisco extended a cor- 
dial invitation to the Synod to hold its next convention in their 
church. The invitation was unanimously accepted. 


Report of the Committee on Pacific Theological Seminary. 

The Pacific Theological Seminary Committee met in the Wartburg Luth- 
eran Church, April 22d, 1909, and organized, electing Rev. W. E. Crouser 
chairman, and Rev. George H. Hillerman secretary. 

On motion of Rev. Oehler, the following resolution was adopted : 

«« The committee recommends that California Synod ask the General Synod 
and the Board of Education to assist this Synod in the establishment and main- 
tenance of a college and theological seminary on our territory upon the Gen- 
eral Synod’s basis.”’ 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 


Secretary. 


Adopted. 
Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. Emil Meyer. 


+o 
FIFTH SESSION. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 8.30 A. M.. 
The devotional service was conducted by Rev. W. S. Hoskin- 
son, D. D., who-presented a very able paper on the tenth article 
of the Augsburg Confession, concerning the Lord’s Supper. 
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Synod was called to order by the President. 
Roll call. 
The minutes were read and approved. 


Report of Committee on Conference Minutes. 


Your Committee on Minutes of the Conferences would respectfully report the 
following : Upon inquiry we learn that the minutes of the Northern Confer- 
ence are not present. Your committee, having examined the minutes of 
Southern Conference, find nothing to report. 

Respectfully submitted, W. R. SWICKARD, 
P. W. H. FREDERICK. 

Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Other Synods. 
The minutes of the Evangelical Lutheran Synods of Kansas, Iowa and 
Central Pennsylvania were submitted to your committee. 
We find nothing in them requiring the attention of our Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, HERBERT J. WEAVER, 
J. J. CHAMBERS. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Budget of Traveling Expenses. 


The budget of $120.00 carfare expenses of the regular clerical delegates to 
Synod has been pooled among the eighteen clerical members, and paid at the 
rate of $6.67 each. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOICK, 
C. W. WEISER. 


Report of Committee on Temperance. 


The temperance cause has made marvelous strides during the past year, and 
won some notable victories. The State and National legislatures have taken 
up the matter in a manner unparalleled in the history of the nation. Stringent 
laws have been passed prohibiting the sale of intoxicants to the Indians, and 
in some instances prohibiting the existence of the saloon within twenty-five 
miles of the reservation. The bill for returning the beer canteen to the 
Soldiers’ Homes was defeated by a vote of 167 to 46. Initial work has 
been done on the interstate commerce in liquor, in restricting the saloon in 
the District of Columbia, and liquor selling in government buildings, and in 
regulating the liquor traffic in Alaska. The abolition of the saloon and the 
substituting of the club buffet in Alabama was one of the most noted triumphs. 

Eight States are prohibition States. All except eight of the remainder have 
local option. Throughout the nation the increasing demand for the highest 
efficiency in work, and a marked elevation of the moral tone, is doing much 
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to regulate the liquor traffic. We rejoice in the victories achieved in the cause 
of temperance, and most heartily give our support to those working for health- 
ful legislation and social purity. i 

We recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the California Synod, here assembled in the city of Fresno, 
expresses its great satisfaction in the success of this city, at a recent election, 
in ridding itself of the open saloon, We believe that this action will greatly 
inure to the advancement, every way, of this already beautiful and progres- 
sive city, bringing it, as it does, into line with the tidal wave of temperance 
sweeping over our beloved country. 

For the committee, C. W. WEISER, 
Chairman. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Vacant Congregations. 

Your committee beg to remind Synod that our churches at Riverside and 
Santa Barbara have each been vacant for nearly one year, and that the welfare 
of these churches demands immediate action on the part of Synod. We assure 
these congregations of our continued interest, and recommend that the Presi- 
dent of Synod, co-operating with the officers of the Southern Conference and 
with the officers of the vacant congregations, take immediate steps to supply 
these important fields with efficient pastors. 

Also we report that the First Church of San Diego has recently become 
vacant, and that immediate steps should be taken to procure a pastor for this 
important field. 

We recommend that in every vacancy occurring within the Synod, the presi- 
dent or secretary of the congregation at once notify the President of Synod, 
and that the latter, co-operating with the officers of the church, look toward 
the speedy supplying of the vacancy. 


Respectfully submitted, C.F... OEHEUER; 
W. J. ROEHMER, 
J. A. BOHN. 
Adopted. 


Resolution Concerning Vacant Congregations, 
On motion, it was 


Resolved, That Synod appropriate from the California Home Mission Fund, 
for additional support for one year to the missionaries who may accept calls 
to our vacant congregations as follows: to Santa Barbara, $200.00 ; to Riyer- 
side, $100,00, making the salary $1,000.00 for each place. 

It was moved and carried that the remuneration of Revs. Swickard and 
Reed for services within the bounds of Synod, be referred to the Home Mis- 
sion Committee with endorsement of Synod. 
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Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolved, That the hearty thanks of Synod be returned and expressed to 
the pastor and his devoted wife, also to the Wartburg Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, of Fresno, for their cordial entertainment of Synod, and to the press 
of Fresno for their extensive notices. 

Resolved, That $5.00 be paid by the Treasurer of Synod to the proper 
official for services rendered during the sessions of Synod. 

Resolved, That our Secretary write the publishers of our almanacs and 
year books to omit from the roll of ministers the names of A. C. Delbo and 
William H, Becker, because neither of these. names is now on the roll of 
any of our Synods. 

Resolved, That we make a special effort during the coming Synodical year 
to raise our apportionment in full for all objects, and that pastors and church 
councils co-operate in devising definite plans for raising the full apportionment. 

Resolved, That we greatly and thankfully appreciate the recent visit of our 
beloved sisters in Christ, Mrs. S. F. Breckenridge and Mrs. K. B. Shaffer, 
Ph. D., President and Secretary of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission- 
ary Societies of our General Synod, to the churches of the California Synod, 
because we were greatly benefited and strengthened by their presence in our 
midst. We hope they will be able to repeat their visit soon. 

Resolved, That our pastors take special care to uphold the blessed rite of 
confirmation in all our churches, conscientiously instructing the young in 
Luther’s catechism; and in the history of our Lutheran Church, also taking 
care of our young people after confirmation. 

Resolved, That the pastors of San Francisco be authorized and commis- 
sioned by the President of Synod to canvass the Mission Sunset and Richmond 
Districts of San Francisco, mentioned in the President’s report, at an early 
date, and that the most promising fields be recommended to our Woman’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society and our Home Mission Board for im- 
mediate occupation. 

Resolved, That the paper presented to Synod by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Sc. D., D. D., on the tenth article of the Augsburg Confession, ‘‘ The Real 
Presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper,’’ be printed in the Cafornia Luth- 
eran, and then in tract form, 5000 copies or more, to be bought by our pastors 
for distribution among the people. 

Resolved, That $25.00 be paid to Secretary of Synod, Rev. O. H. Gruver, 
for his services in the past, also that the traveling expenses of the Treasurer 
of Synod, to Synod and return, be paid. 

Respectfully submitted, CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
J. W. BALL, 
P, S. LEISENRING. 


The report was considered sevzatim and adopted. 
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On motion, it was decided that the twentieth annual conven- 
tion of Synod convene in St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, San 
Francisco, Cal., on the second Tuesday after Easter ( (April 5th, 
Igio), at 2 Pp. M., devoting the first afternoon to the hearing of 
reports, setting time for their consideration and such other busi- 
ness as is usually done in the first half-day, the Synodical Com- 
munion being held on the evening of the same day. 


Report of the Auditing Committee. 


The Auditing Committee of the Treasurer’s books beg leave to report that 
we find the books and various accounts in good shape and the figures correct. 
We report the absence of one receipt from the Deaconess Board, not yet 
received ; also the lack of a receipt from Rev. Gruver for $25. It appears 
the check was mailed, but not received. This will doubtless be straightened 
out after a lapse of sufficient time. 
Respectfully submitted, Ho AGE RZ 
Jz A] BOHN: 
Adopted. 


Synod adjourned to permit a meeting of the Ministerium. 


Synod was again called to order by the President. 
The Committee on Revision of the Constitution reported as 
follows: 


Report of Committee on Revision of the Constitution. 

Your committee would report that it has been found impossible to doall the 
work assigned, and would recommend that a committee be appointed to pre- 
sent to the next convention of Synod the amendments to the constitution and 
resolutions of Synod properly codified. 

We also give notice of the following amendments to be acted upon at the 
next convention ; 

‘ THE CONSTITUTION. 


Article IV., Sec. 1, after the word ‘‘ Secretary,’’ add the word ‘‘ Archivist.’’ 

Art. IV., Sec. 4. Make this section to be Art. V., Sec. 4. 

Art. V., Sec. 1 (7), add the words, “In case the Secretary may be un- 
willing to serve as President, the Executive Committee shall appoint a Presi- 
dent.’’ 

Art. V., Sec. 3 (6), substitute for ‘* March 20th of each year” the words, 
«« the first ‘Seanday after Easter of each year.’’ 

Art. V., Sec. 5. ARCHIVIsT.—The duties of the Archivist shall be to gather 
and preserve all Synodical records, also papers, documents, etc., which may 
be deemed of historic value relating to the California Synod. 
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Art. XII., Sec. .1 (7), Executive Committee. : 
Art. XII., Sec. 7, the Executive Committee shall be ena of the offi- 
cers of Synod: together with the Chairmen of the Standing Committees. 


TO BY-LAWS, 


No. 10. Amend to make the first clause read, ‘‘ All the ministers and con- 
gregations must send their parochial reports to the Statistical Secretary not 
later than the first Saturday after Easter. 

No. 11. Change to read: The Synodical year shall close at midnight of 
the first Saturday evening after Easter, and everything given or done after that 
day shall be credited on the new year. 

No. 12. The annual oe of Synod shall convene on the third Tuesday 
after Easter. 

Respectfully submitted, J. E. HOICK, 
W. E. CROUSER, 
G. H. HILLERMAN. 

Adopted. 


The Ministerium reported, through Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, 
D. D., recommending the ordination of Rev. C. W. Weiser, a 
licentiate of the Synod. The report was adopted, the ordina- 
tion to be held on the following Sunday evening. 


Resolution as to Membership in Our California Churches. 


Resolved, by Synod, (1) That it is unlawful and unchristian for any of 
our congregations to charge an admission fee to people applying for member- 
ship in our congregations ; also (2) that all members of our churches are re- 
quired to lead a sober, moral and Christian life, respecting and honoring their 
pastors as their spiritual leaders and thus honoring Christ, the blessed Head 
of our Church. 


Adopted. 
Election of Officers. 

The election was conducted by H. A. Getz and A. Cornelius, 
tellers appointed by the President, and resulted as follows : 

President—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 

Secretary—Rev. J. W. Ball, Ph. D. 

Statistical Secretary—Rev. George H. Hillerman. 

Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 


Pacific Seminary Committee—Rev. W. E. Crouser, Rev. 
Charles F. Oehler, Rev. Oscar H. Gruver, Rev. W. S. Hoskin- 
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son, D. D., Mr. J. A. Bohn, Mr. J. W. Fricke, Mr. Fred 
Meckfessel. 


Trustees of California Synod—Rev. O> H. Gruver, Rev. J. 
W. Ball, Ph. D., P. S. Leisenring, M. D., Mr. H. A. Getz, Mr. 
A. Cornelius. 

On motion, Mr. H. A. Getz and Mr. B. I. Valentine were 
elected alternate delegates to the General Synod. 

Moved, that on account of distance, a letter of greeting be 
sent to the Pacific Synod instead of a fraternal delegate. 

Moved, that 600 copies of Minutes be printed and distributed 
pro rata among the congregations. 


On motion of Mr. H. A. Getz, the following was adopted : 
t 
Address to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society and the 
Board of Home Missions. 
To THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WOMAN’S HOME AND FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY AND THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONs : 

GREETING: We, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California, assembled 
in annual convention at Fresno, Cal., April 24th, 1909, respectfully ask you 
to consider our long-held belief that owing to the expenses and requirements 
of our missionaries in California, a salary placed for them under $900.00 per 
annum means failure to the mission and the missionary, as demonstrated at 
Santa Barbara, Cal. ; also that a missionary carrying his church on to a 
church home and to self-support cannot build his library and set the proper 
example of giving ona salary of $900.00 per year; and that his congregation 
should be permitted to increase his salary from time to time until it reaches the 
sum of $1,200.00 per annum before having its appropriation decreased. 

We bring before you these facts in a spirit of sincere loyalty to you, our 
leaders of the great body of givers to the Home Missionary cause, with our 
assured confidence that our views will receive a careful and sympathetic con- 
sideration. 


Reading and approval of minutes. 
On motion, Synod adjourned. 
J. W. BALL, 
Secretary. 


i a 
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MINISTERIUM. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 24, Igog. 


The Ministerium was called to order at 11.00 A. M. by Presi- 
dent Gruver. 

After prayer by Rev. C. F. Oehler, the Examining Committee 
of the Synod reported as follows : 


Report of Examining Committee. | 
Your committee would recommend that Rev. C. W. Weiser, having satis- 
fied the committee of his fitness for ordination, be ordained to the Christian 
ministry at this meeting of Synod. 
W. S. HOSKINSON, 
For the Committee. 


Adopted. 
Ministerium adjourned, with prayer by Rev. D. J. Snyder. 


J. W. BALL, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICERS, 1909-1910. 


PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. J. W. BALL, 1170 West 36th Place, Los»Angeles. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W. S. HOSKINSON, 1415 Eighteenth Street, Sacramento. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. H. J. WEAVER, 1241 West 9th Street, Los Angeles. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. O. H. GRUVER, 642 Eighteenth Street, Oakland. 


SECOND RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. P. W. H. FREDERICK, 698 Eighth Street, San Bernardino. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. KATE J. STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 500 Fourteenth Street, Riverside. 


THANK-OFFERING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 44 La Verne Street, Redlands. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECRETARY. fs 
! 


Miss TURENA SORENSON, 855 South Flower Street, Los Angeles. 


HISTORIAN. 
Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 180 East Julian Street, San José. 


LITERATURE COMMITTEE. 


Mrs. W. E. CROUSER, 375 Fourth Avenue, San Francisco. 
Mrs. E. L. PATTERSON, 322 North Seventh Street, San José. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 
Mrs. GEORGE W. FLICK, Carne 
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REPORT of the EIGHTEENTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION of the 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


HELD IN WARTBURG EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Rev. W. J. Roehmer, Pastor), 
FRESNO, CAL., April 22 and 23, 1909. 


FIRST SESSION. 


FRESNO, CaL., APRIL 22, 1909, 2.30 P. M. 

The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society of Cali- 
fornia met at the parsonage of the Wartburg Lutheran Church, 
of Fresno, in regular session. 

The President being absent, the First Vice-President, Mrs. 
W. S. Hoskinson, of Sacramento, filled the chair and led the 
devotional service, reading Exodus xxxv. 4, 5, 20-29. 

The Treasurer, Mrs. J. F. Reimer, of Riverside, being absent, 
Miss Kate J. Stuber, of Sacramento, was appointed Treasurer pro 
tem. 

The credentials of delegates were then presented, and roll was 
called, as follows: 

Sacramento (English)—Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, Mrs. Anna 
Gifford (a. ¢.). 
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San Jose—-Mrs. E. L. Patterson (a. ¢.). 

San Bernardino—Mrs. P. W. H. Frederick (a. ¢.), Mrs. R. 
S. Cumming (a. ¢.). 

Oakland—Mrs. O. H. Gruver. 

San Diego— Mrs. W. G. Barth (a. ¢.). 

Sacramento (German )—Miss Kate J. Stuber. 

Redlands—Mrs. Ida M. Pike (a. ¢.). 

Redlands, Helpers’ Circle—Miss Hilma Johnson (a. ¢.). 

San Francisco (First)—Mrs. Isaac Grant (a. ¢.). 

San Francisco (St. Andrew’s)—Mrs. Schneider. 


The rules of order were read by the Secretary, and the meet- 
ing regularly opened by Mrs. Hoskinson. 


A word of greeting and welcome was spoken by Rev. Roehmer 
and responded to by Mrs. Lothhammer, read by Miss Stuber. 


Mrs. Hoskinson read the President’s address, as follows : 


President’s Address. 


To THE WOMAN’S HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY ASSEMBLED 
IN EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION: GREETINGS : 

DEAR FRIENDS: In the kind providence of a loving heavenly Father we 
have been spared to complete another year of service for Him in the cause so 
dear to the hearts of loyal Lutheran women. 

The records are closed, and now as we review the work done in months 
past and plan for the future, may it be with earnest, prayerful hearts that we 
come to the duties hefore us. 


SYNODICAL WORK. 


As to our own Synodical work, while we have not accomplished great things, 
we feel that we have much to encourage us. No new work has been attempted, 
but the old regular work has appeared to be so new to many societies that we 
have endeavored to explain details and establish a uniform plan for all to 
observe. 

Early in the year an outline stating the regular financial work expected of 
each auxiliary and suggesting dates for same was furnished to all connected 
with our Synodical Society. These points were emphasized in September, 
when auxiliaries in the Southern Conference made it possible for your Presi- 
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dent to visit and address the societies in Pasadena, Los Angeles, First Church, 
and St. Mark’s, Long Beach Aid Society, San Bernardino, and later a confer- 
ence with Riverside officers. By quarterly communications to all societies 
and through the columns of the California Lutheran, we have aimed to 
clearly explain the work being done and special objects presented by our 
General Executive Committee. The ready response from the majority of 
auxiliaries has been gratifying. : 

For the first time in our history we have more than paid our $50.00 pledge 
to the India Hospital Bed. The thank-offering was the largest yet received, 
and the total contribution for the year, over $900.00, was also the best show- 
ing we have made. 


NEW ORGANIZATIONS, 


It is a great disappointment to us that we are unable to report any new 
Woman’s Societies, but we hope that some churches that are planning to 
organize may soon do so. 

We are pleased to welcome to our ranks the new Young Woman’s Mission 
Band of thirteen members from Pasadena Church and the Helpers’ Circle 
from the Riverside Young People’s Society. 

Missionary training for our young people is one of the most vital questions 
before us to-day, and where it is not practicable to organize separate Mission 
Bands the Helpers’ Circle may be substituted to good advantage. » 

We regret that our Young People’s Secretary cannot be present at this con- 
vention to conduct the Young People’s Hour planned for the program. 


VISITORS. 


A rare pleasure to all our churches was the visit of Mrs. Breckenridge and 
Mrs, Shaffer during January and February. Never before have representa- 
tives from the Executive Committee visited our California churches, and we 
feel that they brought much encouragement and inspiration to us. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


(1) Treasurer’s Book. At the opening of the year’s work a consultation 
with our Treasurer revealed the fact that a new Treasurer’s book was a neces- 
sity, It was purchased at once, and we recommend that Mrs. Reimer’s bill 
of $1.40 for same be ordered paid by this convention. 

(2) Woman’s Work. Sample copies of our magazine will be at the con- 
vention for free distribution. It is earnestly desired that they be all circulated 
amongst our churches, and that we endeavor to secure more subscribers to 
this most important helper in our work. 

(3) Accurate Reports. It is necessary to call the attention of officers to 
the importance of making very careful reports to the Synodical Treasurer. 

In last quarter’s reports some serious errors were made in the sending of 
money. Corrections were requested, but it was foo Jaze. The books were 
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closed and money sent to the General Treasurer, whose books were also closed 
for the biennium, It now remains to be seen whether Mrs. E. D. Miller can 
suggest a means of correction in the next quarter’s"report. We suggest that 
the President of each society thoroughly acquaint herself with the Treasurer’s 
book, and that once a quarter she confer with the Treasurer concerning 
details before the report is sent to Synodical Treasurer. In this way errors 
may be avoided. 

(4) India Bed and Synodical Fund. As suggested in the Outline for 
Regular Work, each member of California societies is expected to contribute 
20 cents once a year for our India Hospital Bed Fund, and 25 cents a year for 
Synodical Fund. This is just as much of an obligation as our dues for General 
Fund, and members should be made to understand that if they do not pay the 
sums stated the society must furnish the balance from the Contingent Fund. 
Our love for the work should constrain us to make self-denial if need be to 
meet the demands. 

(5) Uniform Time for Regular Contributions. In order to facilitate 
matters for our Treasurer, we recommend that societies observe the dates sug- 
gested for the past year, viz., General Fund every quarter ; June quarter for 
India Hospital Bed ; December quarter for Thank-offering and Christmas 
offering ; March quarter for Synodical Fund. This arrangement leaves ample 
space for new and special work authorized by the Executive Committee, and 
will greatly assist our Treasurer in her bookkeeping. 

(6) Lhirtieth Anniversary. The appeal for the Thirtieth Anniversary 
Fund has been before us since the February number of our magazine, and all 
should be familiar with its purpose. Gifts for this special work are to be re- 
ported to our Synodical Treasurer and carried by our official delegate, Mrs. 
O. H. Gruver, to Dixon convention. 

(7) Traveling Expenses to Biennial Conventions. We recommend that 
this convention authorize its official delegate to the coming convention at 
Dixon, Ill., to vote in favor of a proposed measure to be adopted whereby 
the General Society will pay the traveling expenses of Synodical delegates 
to biennial conventions from its own treasury and from a special fund to be 
inaugurated. 

(8) Lven Dollar Plan. Attention is again called to the plan adopted by 
General Society for remitting money to Synodical Treasurer in even dollars. 
Not all societies have observed the rule, but we hope these may soon fall into 
line with those who are trying to simplify work for our General Treasurer. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN. 
The report of the Corresponding Secretary was read by Miss 
Stuber. (See page 43.) 


The Treasurer’s report was read, and showed an increase in 
receipts. (See pages 44 and 4s. ) 
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The reports of the Literature Committee and the Thank-offer- 
ing Secretary were received and were encouraging. 

The report of the Historian was read by Miss Stuber. 

The President then appointed her committees as follows : 

President's Address, Reports, Papers and Letters—Miss Stuber 
and Mrs. Schneider. 

Auditing—Mrs. Gruver and Mrs. Schneider. 

Resolutions—Miss Stuber and Mrs. .Gruver. 

Reporter for Church Papers—Miss Stuber. 


An offering was received of $2.45. After the benediction, 
Miss Lizzie Scharton favored the convention with a vocal solo. 


+e- 
EVENING-SERVICE. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 7.30 O'CLOCK. 


The opening service was conducted by Rev. R. J. Roehmer. 

Two addresses were made, one by Rev. W. E. Crouser in 
English, and the other by Rev. H. Gehrcke in German. After 
these, Rev. C. F. Oehler urged upon the women of Fresno to 
organize a missionary society. 

The offering of the evening was $11.06. 


+o - 


SECOND SESSION. 


Fripay, APRIL 23, 9.30 A. M. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by Mrs. Gruver. 
Roll was called and the minutes read. 
The following papers were read before the society : 


Our General Society—What It Has Done and Is Doing. 


Selfish indeed is that soul who does not in its better moments, at least, long 
to render some real service to its fellow-creatures. Dissatisfaction steals into 
the heart of the woman who realizes that in all her comings and goings, in all 
the many engagements and interests that fill her time and thought, self only 
is served. When even the service reaches to one’s church, there come times 
when one sits in her comfortable pew, among. similar well-dressed people, 
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amid surroundings satisfying to the most critical taste, when some living word 
of Scripture or some earnest word of her pastor brings to her ear, in this quiet 
religious world, a faint murmur of the wail of human souls ‘‘that are with- 
out’ in their sin and misery and degradation. She asks herself this one ques- 
tion, ‘‘ How much does my life count in the stupendous work of winning the 
world for Christ?’’ The whole work can never be done by a few, it needs 
the united efforts of all to make each society successful. The strength of a 
society is to be measured by the strength of its volunteer working force, and 
each worker should feel the responsibility of definite work. 

The Woman’s Missionary Society has become a very important factor in the 
Home Missionary work. By its co-operation with the Mission Boards of our 
Church important fields have been occupied, and the gospel preached in many 
needy places. Its object is to cultivate a missionary spirit, and to create a 
deeper interest in the spread of the gospel. Notwithstanding the limited 
means at the disposal of our Executive Committee during the thirty years 
since its organization at Canton, Ohio, this society has done a noble and blessed 
work. 7 

The ‘‘ First Woman’s Memorial ’’ was at Freeport, Il]. This mission was 
organized in 1881. Up to 1905 the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society had establishéd thirty missions, mostly in California. General re- 
cognition is made of the great benefits the Missionary Society has conferred 
upon the Church by the impetus it has given to all departments of missionary 
work, whilst the reflex influence upon the women themselves cannot be esti- 
mated. In the General Society there are twenty-three Synodical Societies, 
comprising 571 Woman’s Societies. There are in the Woman’s Societies 
15,284 members. The amount of money contributed during the two years 
ending March, 1905, was $60,791.44. This does not include the Silver 
Jubilee offering made at the Springfield Convention, which amounted to 
$28,897.31. The total amount contributed since the organization of the 
Society is $506,678.66. We cannot emphasize too strongly the importance of 
the General Fund, and the necessity of making liberal contributions to it, 
as it is from this that all money is drawn to pay our missionaries at home and 
abroad, those who act as teachers and Bible women in the foreign field. In 
November of each year a special Thank-offering is collected, and each mem- 
ber is expected to hand in her mite, This money is appropriated to the Gen- 
eral Fund. Special objects are proposed by the Executive Committee. The 
officers of every Synodical society should make some definite plan for collect- 
ing the money for these. The General Society meets in convention every 
two years. This convention is the highest authority, and has the governing 
power in the society. It is composed of one delegate from each Synodical 
society, and every auxiliary society may also send one delegate. Life mem- 
bers are also members of the General Convention, The Synodical society 
meets in convention every year, and each auxiliary is expected to send one or 
two delegates, with a report of the work of the year. 
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During the interim between the biennial convention the administrative 
power of the society is vested in an Executive Committee of thirteen women, 
living in or near the same place. The present committee meets in Springfield, 
Ohio, the second Thursday of every month. They manage the affairs of the 
society, and disburse the funds in co-operation with the Boards of Home and 
Foreign Missions and Church Extension, in all matters pertaining to the 
selection of missionaries and the location of mission fields, reserving the right 
to designate the manner in which the funds of the society shall be appro- 
priated. : 

Our foreign work is in Southern India and on the west coast of Africa. 
Our stations in India are Guntur and Narasarowpet, and in Africa, Muhlen- 
burg, near Liberia. 

In India the society employs ten lady missionaries in the mission field of our 
Church, with headquarters at Guntur. In Africa we have one missionary. Our 
medical work in India is in charge of Dr. Kugler, who has charge of the hos- 
pital for women and children in Guntur ; a fine, well-equipped building, with the 
best modern appliances for the practice of medicine and surgery. Miss Kath- 
arine Fahs is head nurse, and has charge of the training school for nurses. 
Since its establishment ten young women have been trained for this important 
work. 

The zenana work is in charge of Miss Anna E. Sanford, with nine native 
assistants. This most useful branch of our work consists in visiting and teach- 
ing the women of the better classes in their homes. There are in all 182 
pupils. There are seventeen girls’ schools, with 914 pupils. In the Indus- 
trial School handsome embroidery is taught, and the work of the women is . 
sold for the support of the school. These women are paid a small amount 
and thus are enabled to earn a living, at the same time receiving religious 
instruction. Large quantities of this beautiful work has been sold in India 
and America. The Bible is taught in the schools, and all are assembled for 
prayer at the beginning of the day’s work. 

The relation of woman to our church work is well worth consideration. 
What is wanted is the development of Christian character. Does the Woman’s ~ 
Missionary Society aid, retard or prevent such development? You do not 
want merely what are sometimes called ‘‘ the passive virtues ’’—-gentleness, 
meekness, humility, patience and forgiveness. All these are admirable in 
their place, but it is by positive force of character in the Lord Himself, rev- 
erently be it spoken, that the world is to be educated and carried forward. 
What is wanted of the typical Christian woman is the utmost development of 
the positive feminine moral force in spirit and in life. Conscientiousness, for 
example. Woman has that in a far greater degree than man naturally. It is 
the office of woman in the world to assist man to live as he ought. Woman 
has been said to be the conscience of the world, and that is profoundly true. 


Her moral intuition is clearer, her moral affection apt to be the sweeter and 
more powerful. 
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Then sympathy in the heart of woman comes nearest to the heart of Christ, 
sympathy for the erring, the sick and suffering, the poor and down-trodden, 
sympathy even for the sinful if they be penitent. The Church needs the de- 
velopment and use of this power, as material interests attract men’s thoughts 
and absorb to themselves the active affairs of society. 

The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society has made a good 
record, but the opportunities are great and the calls are loud for enlarged 
work and more workers. Many earnest, faithful ones are giving their money, 
their time and their best endeavors to this work, but there is cause for regret 
that the failure of such large numbers of women of the Church to unite in it 
retards the work and prevents greater achievements. ‘‘ Behold, I say unto 
you, Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for they are white already to 


harvest.’’ 
Mrs. O. H. GRUVER. 


SYMPOSIUM ON OUR FUNDS. 


General Fund. 


What fund creates the General Fund, and what objects are supported by it ? 
The Genera] Fund, as the name implies, is the whole fund, created by or made 
up of all membership fees, including honorary, life and cradle-roll; also. the 
thank-offering and the interest from invested funds. 

From this General Fund we pay all salaries in the home and foreign fetay 
the budget allowance in India, two training schools, two boarding schools, 
two industrial schools, the hospital and dispensaries, the zenana work, sixteen 
Hindu girls’ schools, and a number of Sunday schools, any balance needed in 
the African budget, and any deficiency which may occur in special objects. 

On the General Fund depends our very existence, for as our General Fund 
increases or diminishes, so the possibility of our work increases or diminishes 
in direct proportion. 

As this is an undisputed fact you can readily see the great necessity of Sup- 
porting not only those objects which make up the General Fund, but also 
in meeting our full apportionment in all special objects. 

As the membership is such an important factor in the General Fund, it is 
our duty to pay promptly ; and it has been suggested that each auxiliary pay 
according to enrollment. That is, if at the end of the Synodical year there is 
any member who has forgotten her privilege, as well as her’duty, let‘ the 
society pay the amount due to the General Fund out of the Contingent Fund ; 
then look after those members who have not paid, and remind them of their 
duty. If they are unable to pay, let your society carry them until they feel 
that they can pay. Do not let them lose interest in your society. Never, 
under: any circumstances, lose a member if it is possible to avoid it. A peony 
once lost is usually lost forever. hepa Pe et 

Encourage interest ‘in'your Thank-offering ; make it a daily: pes offering, 
and see how the blessings multiply as the little boxes increase in weight: 
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Keep a watchful eye on all your funds and see that they are not diverted to 
some outside object; just as worthy, possibly, as those for which you have 
pledged your support. This may be especially hard when the need in our 
home church is pressing, and we as a society have been appealed to for aid. 
It may seem to us just and right to use at least a portion of our funds for the 
desired purpose, especially if our collections are a little better than usual. But 
this money has been given for missions, and for a special purpose, and it must 
not be diverted from its specified channels. 

What does the diverting of our funds mean, in its relation to our general 
work? It means a shrinkage in the General Fund, and all the work supported 
by this Fund suffers proportionately. Your Executive Board is unable to 
keep its promised pledges. Somewhere some auxiliary has diverted its funds. 
There is not sufficient in the treasury, or General Fund, to meet the demands 
upon it, consequently the work must be curtailed along ali lines. The salaries 
must be cut down. 

What does this mean to our missionaries in the home and foreign field ? 
To our home missionary, whom we have sent to the hard places in this land 
of ours? What does it mean to him to have his already inadequate salary cut 
probably to one-half? It means more sacrifice, more self-denial,\not-only for 
him, but for his wife and children, who have barely the necessities of life. 
Perhaps it means that all his efforts have been in vain. He must abandon the 
mission, perhaps those for whom he has labored and sacrificed so much may 
be irrevocably lost, not only to the Lutheran Church but forever. 

The foreign field is affected almost the same way. The work that has been 
planned for and begun must be left unfinished, and our missionaries probably 
recalled. The sick must go unattended and uncared for; the heathen child 
untaught ; the heathen mother left to her misery—because we have diverted 
our funds, forgotten to pay our dues, have not supported the special objects, 
have not kept our pledges. We have not held up their hands. 

Our missions are wholly dependent on us. The work in both home and 
foreign field is more than we can do; more than we have funds to do with; 
and it is only by increasing our General Fund annually that we can hope to 
lengthen the cords of our tent, to the future development of our Church, our- 
selves and our beloved missionary work. : 

[Taken in part from the symposium on ‘‘Our Funds,’”’ presented at the 
Philadelphia Convention, 1907. ] 


Mrs. CHARLES DOCKSTADER. 


The Thank-Offering. 


Considering the thank-offering simply as one of the phases of our missionary 
endeavor, it would be enough to say that it is a free-will offering taken 


annually, provision being made for it by the distribution of thank- offering 
boxes. 
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These boxes are collected in the month of November, usually at a public 
service for which special preparation is made. 

The sum collected by all of the societies is paid into the General Fund, to 
be used for the support and extension of our work according to the discretion 
of our executive officers. 

_ This simple statement carries with it a world of meaning. 

If the giver had no other thought than that it was simply one of the many 
occasions upon which she was expected to give, it would still remain a fact 
that the General Fund was increased and more work accomplished, 

But it may be asked, and, in fact, it is very often asked, ‘‘How do you 
know where your money goes or where it is spent?’’? We know that our 
Church is strong in the faith of the Lord Tesus Christ ; we know that our mis- 
sionaries are devoted to His cause; we know that hospitals, schools and 
churches are being established, that the sick are cared for, the ignorant 
taught, the hopeless and despairing given hope and joy, and the poor have 
the gospel of Jesus preached to them. 

But the thank-offering means more than this; it means something to the 
giver, It may be really a meagre offering given by one whose house is more 
than comfortably furnished, whose clothing is expensive, whose table is daily 
set extravagantly, and whose entire’ surroundings are pleasant with the com- 
forts that money can buy, but she places her offering in the box almost with 
irritation, thinking there are so many calls to give. 

Or it may be, as I have known it to be, quite a large offering, made by one 
in humble circumstances, one who has never known rest from toil, who 
dresses plainly, who knows nothing of what the world calls pleasure, but 
whose every offering is a thank-offering, and whose thank-offering seems so 
small compared with her desire to give. With her offering goes a prayer for 
the poor, suffering ones who need so much the gospel of Jesus. 

Our giving is always measured by what the gospel means tous. It was 
said of a young woman that she gave more than she could afford to give, 
and it was meant by this that she was not able to dress as stylishly as most 
young women in her position would dress, With her it was a question of 
dressing plainly or not giving, and she chose to give. If, in that great day 
when she shall stand before the Judge of all the earth, He should turn to 
her and say, ‘‘ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was an hungered and ye gave 
me meat; I was thirsty and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger and ye took 
me in; naked and ye clothed me; I was sick and ye visited me; I was in 
prison and ye came unto me. Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me’’—it will not matter 
much to her how plainly she was dressed, but it would matter much to her if 
she had chosen the dress and He should say, ‘‘ Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.”’ 

I heard a noted evangelist say, not long ago, that the Lord asks nothing of 
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us that we cannot do. If He did, He would be like a father who would ask 
his child to do an impossible thing and put him to death for not doing. it: 
The Lord Jesus said, ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and 
thy neighbor as thyself.’ When the meaning of this commandment begins 
to enter into our souls and the desire to live up to its requirement takes hold 
upon our lives; our hearts will go out in earnest longing to help our neighbor 
far and near to.come into a true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
will use every effort to crush out in our very midst the soul-destroying doctrines 
of Christian’ Science, Unitarianism, Theosophy, and every other teaching that 
is anti-Christ, and we will not forget the far-off countries. filled with every 
form of vice and suffering, and whose only hope is the saving, joyous gospel 
of Jesus. 

lt seems strange—beyond comprehension—that any woman with intelligence 
enough to understand the simplest facts should not be a Christian and devoted 
to the teaching of the gospel, for it is this alone that has lifted womankind in 
any land out of degradation and despair that is beyond expression. 

When the truths of life enter into our souls, and the gospel of Jesus becomes 
a vital part of our lives, every offering will become a thank-offering, and every 
thank-offering will be increased a hundredfold. 

Mrs, E. W. SAX, 


The Patron and Protege Work. 


The Patron and Protégé Work relates, as its name indicates, to the education 
of girls in our schools in India and Africa, including also the support of native 
helpers in India and Africa. The patrons are societies, woman’s or young 
people’s bands, or friends. The protégés are the girls in our schools in India 
or Africa. By the payment of $25.00 a year in the Synodical treasury a pupil 
is supported... These offerings are listed by the General Treasurer, under the 
heads of ‘Support of Girls’ School in India,’’ and ‘‘ Support of E. V. Day 
Memorial School, Africa.’’ Since the young people’s movement has been 
given more prominence under the leadership of a special Secretary, these objects 
have been selected as fitting work for the young people’s societies, by dividing 
them up in shares of $5.00 each. 

The splendid results of the past have revealed the wisdom of this excellent 
plan ; first, the stimulus gained by giving the young people something definite 
to do; second, the popular sum of $5.00 puts the work in reach of all; and 
third, the best reason of all, the training of our young people to give for the 
sake of the cause, and in the spirit of ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye have done unto the 
least of these, ye have done it unto Me.’? The Patron and Protégé Work, of 
which Miss Alice L. \Gaumer has had charge, is one of the special chains of 
our work, linking the girls'in our schools in India and Africa with friends in 
this country. a i 


The support and training of \these’ protégés, properly conducted, is‘ an 
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infallible means of convincing these benighted people of darkest Africa and 
India that Christianity is just what it claims to be, ‘‘unselfish love.’? Ye 
are the light of the world. What wonderful opportunities for Christian serv- 
ice, an opportunity to save a soul, a life. Thousands of girls must perish 
unless kind hearts provide the means whereby they can be educated and 
trained for a life of service in Christ’s vineyard, helping the chain to grow 
stronger and longer each year. 


Mrs, H. TRAUTWEIN. 


Meeting adjourned, with prayer. 


THIRD SESSION. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2.30 P. M. 

Devotional service in German by Miss Stuber. 

Rev. C. F. Oehler was present, and, with Miss Stuber’s assist- 
ance, they organized a missionary society in the Wartburg 
Church, numbering forty-five members. 

At the delegates’ hour each of the following societies presented 
reports to the convention : 

Los Angeles (First), San Francisco (First), San Francisco 
(St. Andrew’s), Oakland, San Diego, Sacramento (English), 
Sacramento (German), San José, San Bernardino, Pasadena, 
Riverside, Redlands, and the Helpers’ Circle of Redlands. 

The Auditing Committee reported the Treasurer’s report cor- 
rect, and announced one new life member for this year. 

The Secretary’s report has been found correct. 

The Literature Committee has accomplished faithful work for 
the past year. 

The Corresponding Secretary’s report has been found correct. 

The Thank-offering Committee reports an increase over the 
previous year’s offerings of $38.20. It also recommends that 
each society in the State engage in the work of the Thank-offer- 
ing Department. 

The Historian’s report shows a great. interest in gathering a 
complete file of the Minutes of the conventions of the General 
Society. The thanks of the society are due Mrs. Sullivan, of 
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Albany, N. Y., for the autograph copy of Lutheran Wonian’s 
Work of 1908. 


om 


The report of the Committee on President’s Address, Papers 
and Reports is as follows : 


Report of Committee on President’s Address, Papers and Reports. 


The President’s address shows conscientious work and careful attention to, 
details. We commend it as a whole to our societies for earnest perusal, and 
urge immediate attention to recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8. 

The papers on ‘“‘ Our General Society—What it has Done and Is Doing,”’ 
by Mrs. Gruver ; ‘‘ The General Fund,’’ by Mrs. Dockstader ; ‘‘ The Thank- 
offering,” by Mrs. Sax; ‘‘ Patron and Protégé Work,’’ by Mrs. Trautwein, 
were all so good that we have asked for the privilege of printing them in the 
minutes, that they may be read by all our auxiliaries. 


Respectfully submitted, Miss KATE J. STUBER, 
Mrs. SCHNEIDER. 
Adopted. 


The Committee on Resolutions submit the following : 


WHEREAS, Our work has been so greatly blessed in the fact that our total 
contribution has been the greatest ever received, and also that three Young 
People’s Societies—those of Pasadena, Riverside and Sacramento (English) — 
have come into our ranks : 

I. Resolved, That, recognizing God as the source of all the good we have 
received, we pledge ourselves anew to His service, and that we endeavor to 
do greater things for Him in the future than in the past. 

2. Resolved, That we express to the Executive Committee of the General 
Society our great appreciation of their kindness in sending their President, 
Mrs. Breckenridge, and their Secretary, Mrs. Shaffer, to visit our churches. 
Our hearts were cheered and gladdened by their words of encouragement, and 
we are sure that their visit will be productive of much good. 

3. Resolved, That we express our heartfelt appreciation of the hospitality 
extended the convention by Rev. and Mrs. Roehbmer and the members of the 
Wartburg congregation of Fresno. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs, O. H. GRUVER, 
Miss KATE J. STUBER. 


Adopted. 


The report of the Nominating Committee was read an ac- 
cepted. (See page 38.) 
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on 


The following bills were ordered paid : 


Fi 


To President, for stationery, postage, etc..............0..00-00. 
poctresiaemt, forigoo proprams. os ea ek ois ob oe ok oes 
To delegates’ expenses to General Convention................... 
WowMrs ek elmemiouilreasuret:s booksne, Wans oo ek etosk eas 


~~ 
FOONK OWN 
ES 
° 


To Corresponding Secretary, for stationery and stamps....... BS 50 
To Vice-President, for traveling expenses......................: 10 IO 
To Treasurer of California Synod, for extra printing............. 10 00 
To Treasurer, for expenses throughout year..................... fore) 
To expressage on Treasurer’s book to Riverside................. 45 

Rota ee eters toh etc tracts a aoe ah ct ey Me are ee ee $106 45 


The minutes were then read and accepted. 

Closing prayer was offered by Miss Stuber, and all united in 
the missionary benediction. 

The convention adjourned to meet April 6th, 1gto, in St. 
Matthew’s Church in San Francisco. 


Mrs. O. H. GRUVER, 
Secretary. 


FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


i give and bequeath to the Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, 
and request my executor or administrator to pay to sata corporation said 
amount at the settlement of my estate. 

Thereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
United States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate : 

, to have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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PROCEEDINGS of the TWENTIETH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
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(Rev. H. GEHRCKE, Pastor), 
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FIRST SESSION, 


SAN Francisco, CAL., TUESDAY, APRIL 5, I9I0. 


The Twentieth Annual Convention of the California 
Synod assembled in St. Matthew’s German Lutheran Church 
of San Francisco, Rev. Herman Gehrcke, pastor, on the 
afternoon of April 5th, 1910. 


After the regular order of public worship conducted by 
the officers of Synod, the convention was called to order 
by President Oscar H. Gruver. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called and the lay dele- 
gates enrolled. 
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Rev. J. K. Reed, of the Synod of Northern Illinois, was 
elected an advisory member of Synod. 

The President’s report was read and referred to the 
proper committee. 


President’s Report. 
BRETHREN AND FELLOW-WORKERS: 

GreeTinc: Another Synodical year has come to a close, and its 
achievements are the records of history. We are now at the twen- 
tieth milestone of our pilgrimage. As we passed by each marker 
on our way to the next we scarcely realized that we were making 
progress. But at this period, when we take a backward glance 
over these twenty years, we see how far we have gone and how 
well we have traveled. Our strength now is greater than ever it 
was, and our equipment for harder climbing is the best yet. We 
are in the vigor of youth. We have gained experience by doing 
things. Let the watchword of this Twentieth Convention be “For- 
ward, all along the line.” 

I herewith submit for your consideration a summary of the official 
acts of the President of Synod during this fiscal year. 


RESIGNATIONS. 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman from Redlands, to take effect August 31st, 


1909. 
Rey. O. H. Gruver from Oakland, to take effect April 30th, 1910. 


ADMISSIONS. 
Rev. R. Warren Mottern from East Pennsylvania Synod, Decem- 
ber 6th, 1909. His name has been enrolled. 
Rey. Charles H. Armstrong, Ph. D., from Southern Illinois Synod, 
January 17th, 1910. His name has been enrolled. 


CALLS ACCEPTED. 

Rev. G. H. Hillerman to San Diego, to begin September Ist, 1909. 
Rev. W. R. Swickard to Redlands, to begin September Ist, 1900. 
Rev. R. W. Mottern to Riverside, to begin November Ist, 1909. 

Rev. C. H. Armstrong, Ph. D., to Santa Barbara, to begin De- 
cember Ist, 1909. 

INSTALLATIONS. 

Rey. J. Gutleben at Sanger, April 25th, 1909, by the President of 
Synod, assisted by Rev. W. J. Roehmer and brethren of Synod. 

Rev. J. E. Hoick at San José, May 18th, 1909, by the President of 
Synod, assisted by Rev. W. E. Crouser. 
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Rev. W. E. Crouser at San Francisco, First Church, June 15th, 
1909, by Revs. J. E. Hoick and H. S. Feix. 

Rev. G. H. Hillerman at San Diego, September 19th, 1909, by the 
President of Synod, assisted by Rev. H. J. Weaver. 

Rev. W. R. Swickard at Redlands, September 22d, 1909, by the 
President of Synod, assisted by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 

Rev. R. W. Mottern at Riverside, December roth, 1909, by Rev. 
J. W. Ball, Ph. D., and Rev. J. W. Romich. 


CORNER-STONE. 


The First English Lutheran Church of San Bernardino laid its 
corner-stone Sunday afternoon, October 17th, 1909. Revs. J. W. 
Romich, W. R. Swickard and H. J: Weaver assisted the pastor, 
Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 


DEDICATION. 


The First English Lutheran Church of San Bernardino, Rev. P. 
W. H. Frederick, pastor, was dedicated to the worship of the Triune 
God on Sunday, March 6th, 1910. Rev. W. R. Swickard, of Red- 
lands, made the first address in the morning, followed by Rev. G. 
H. Hillerman, of San Diego. In the evening Rev. H. J. Weaver, 
of Los Angeles, preached the sermon. The church is of English 
Gothic style, and will seat about 300 persons. It cost in all $4,303.00, 
exclusive of the lot, which cost $2,000.00. The total indebtedness 
is $2,825.00. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 


Sacramento, First English, bought a new piano. 

Alpaugh has begun the building of a new church. 

San Francisco, First, paid $1,084.00 on debt. 

Los Angeles, First, paid $962.00 on debt. 

Los Angeles, St. Mark’s, received new pulpit chairs, blackboard, 
communion tray and carpet for side aisles. Paid $307.00 on debt. 

San Francisco, St. Matthew’s, placed new furniture in the Sunday 
school room. Paid $926.00 on debt. 

San Francisco, St. Andrew’s, paid $700.00 on debt. 

Pasadena added two gas stoves, an electric chandelier and a lec- 
turn lamp. Paid $358.00 on debt. 

Oakland placed a new desk in the Sunday school room. 

Long Beach has begun the building of a new church and paid 
$675.00 on debt. 

San José bought a new communion service, new books of wor- 
ship and a new sign board. Paid $105.00 on debt. 

Sanger erected a new church bell. 
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: Santa Barbara paid $2,231.00 on debt by selling part of church 
ot. 

Salinas ceiled the Sunday school room, fenced the church lot, 
bought organ and made other repairs costing $50.00. Paid $245.00 on 
debt. 

Sacramento, German, purchased a new lot 120 feet square for 
$21,000.00 on which to erect a new church edifice. It is seven 
blocks from the present church site, which is to be sold. In cash 
and subscriptions the congregation has $25,000.00 available for 
building. 

ALPAUGH CHURCH LOT. 

Following out the instructions of Synod at its last convention 
(See Minutes, page 25), $185.00 was paid to the First Lutheran 
Church of Alpaugh to purchase lots for a church building. The 
deed for the same, properly attested and recorded, is now in the 
hands of the President of Synod as security for this amount. 


FRATERNAL DELEGATE, 


After the adjournment of Synod last year it was learned that 
Rev. C. W. Weiser, of Pasadena, would be in Seattle, Wash., at 
the time of the meeting of Pacific Synod at Tacoma, Wash., June 
16th to 19th, 1909. I, therefore, appointed him to bear the fraternal 
greetings of California Synod to the Pacific Synod. 


ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


In reply to the overture of our Synod regarding the salaries of 
the missionaries (See Minutes, page 32), the following action was 
taken by the Executive Committee: “It is the judgment of the 
Executive Committee that no rule can be laid down for all mis- 
sions. Conditions are so different that each mission must stand 
upon its own needs. That, while the committee approves of an in- 
crease in the salaries of its missionaries, it is not willing to bind 
itself to any fixed sum.” 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Twentieth Anniversary.—It has seemed well to mark the twen- 
tieth anniversary of the organization of our Synod by a special 
service. The Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, Sc. D., D. D., the only mem- 
ber of this convention who helped at the organization of Synod in 
1891 in Los Angeles, has been asked to make the anniversary ad- 
dress on Wednesday evening. The three surviving laymen who 
participated in forming this organization have been specially invited 
to attend this service as the guests of Synod. 

A Visit Among the Churches—On September 16th, 1909, the 
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President began a ten days’ tour of the churches of the Southern 
Conference. He met with the congregations of the vacant churches, 
and had conferences with all the pastors, “helping to install Rev. 
Hillerman at San Diego and Rev. Swickard at Redlands. He also 
visited the Alpaugh congregation and met in conference with the 
members. At the same time he arranged for a service with the 
Lutherans at Porterville.” The visit showed all the churches to be 
in a prosperous condition. 

Special Bay Cities Fund.—This was referred to in the President’s 
report of the last convention of Synod (See Minutes, page 10). 
In August, 1909, this money came into the hands of the President. 
He placed it in bank. Two amounts of $25.00 each have been paid 
out of this fund to Rev. W. R. Swickard for work done in Berkeley. 
The balance of $250.00 is at the disposal of Synod, subject to the 
conditions of the grant. 

Representatives from the Boards.—Efforts were made to have 
one or more of the Boards of our Church send representatives to 
this convention of Synod, but without success. It would seem that 
if these Boards had the hearty interest in our work they should 
have, and if they would co-operate among themselves so as to be 
represented at Synod in rotation, no convention would need to pass 
by without a representative of one of the Boards being present. 
But if they will not recognize our conventions of Synod by send- 
ing their representatives, as all other Synods are recognized by 
them, then it is high time for this self-respecting body to act in 
self-defense... 

Elections.—It will be necessary for this convention to elect dele- 
gates to the next convention of the General Synod, namely, three 
clerical and three lay; also an editor for the California Lutheran, 
if that paper is to be continued; likewise a Theological Seminary 
Committee, if the seminary is to become a reality. Provision, too, 
must be made for the appointment or election of an Archivist. New 
officers of Synod will also need to be elected. 


CONCLUSION. 


This convention of Synod, now begun, is a most important one. 
Some vital matters will come before us that will require the com- 
bined judgment of all delegates and God’s guiding grace to help 
in their proper disposition. The future usefulness and progress 
of our Synod and Church in this State are involved in these hard 
problems which call for a solution at this time. They are all of a 
home mission character, and may be summed up as follows: the prob- 
lem of the seminary and the problem of new missions. The semi- 
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nary is in jeopardy; new missions are pastorless. May the Holy 
Spirit guide us into the right consideration of these and other 
problems. 
Thanking you for the confidence you placed in me as President, 
I now return to you my trust. 
Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


The Treasurer’s Report was presented by the Treasurer, 
P. S. Leisenring, M. D., and referred to the Auditing Com-’ 
mittee. (See Appendix A.) 

Reception of letters, papers and reports. 

The following committees were appointed: 


Committees. 

President's Report—Frederick, Young. 

Minutes of Conferences—Feix, Snyder. 

Minutes of Other Synods—Ball, Rinker. 

Excuse and Leave of Absence—Hillerman, Brandes. 

Budget of Traveling Expenses—Jatho, Roehmer. 

Letters and Papers—Swickard, Gehrcke. 

Auditing Treasurer's Books—Fricke, Bouns. 

Auditing California Lutheran Accounts—Getz, Popert. 

Sunday School Work—Armstrong, Weaver. 

Young People’s Societies—Weiser, Romich. 

Lutheran Brotherhood—Getz, E. Jatho. 

Layman’s Missionary Movement—Bohn, Leisenring. 

Resolutions—Oehler, Crouser. 

Necrology—Hoick, Weaver. 

Observer—Crouser; World—Weiser; Zionsbote—Gut- 
leben. 


On motion, the time for the sessions of Synod was fixed 
as follows: Morning session 9.00 A. M., 12.00 M.; afternoon 
session, 2.00 P. M. to 5 P. M.; evening session, 7.45 P. M. 

The members of Synod were invited by the First Eng- 
lish Lutheran Church of the city, through Pastor W. E. 
Crouser, to be their guests on Wednesday evening from 
5.15 to 7.15 o’clock. On motion, the invitation was ac- 
cepted with the thanks of Synod. 
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Announcements. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to send a letter 
of love and sympathy to Rev. and Mrs. W. S. Hoskinson, 
D. D., in view of the serious illness of their daughter, Ruth. 
The motion was adopted by a rising vote and prayer was 
offered by Rev. Herbert J. Weaver. 

It was moved and carried that the necrological report be 
substituted for the address during the devotional hour 
Wednesday morning, the devotional service thus being made 
a memorial service. The Necrological Committee was in- 
creased by the addition of Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, the un- 
derstanding being that the service be in honor of G. G. 
Burnett, Phar. D., and Rev. C. W. Heisler, D. D., one of 
the founders of the Synod. 

Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. J. W. Romich. 


ae 


EVENING SERVICE. 


The evening service included the sermon of the President, 
Rev. O. H. Gruver, from the text at John 6:68, the theme - 
being, “Back to Christ,” also the Synodical communion, 
conducted by the President and Secretary of Synod. 

Pastor Herman Gehrcke delivered a cordial address of 
welcome to the Synod and Woman’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Convention. 


+o 


SECOND SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 9 A. M, 

The devotional service was conducted by Rev. W. E. 
Crouser in the absence of Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D. 
Addresses on the death of Rev. C. W. Heisler, D. D., 
founder of the First Church of Los Angeles, and one of the 
founders of the Synod were delivered by Rev. H. J. Weaver 
and Mr. H. A. Getz. An obituary of G. G. Burnett, Phar. 
D., was presented by Rev. J. E. Hoick, Chairman of the 
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Necrological Committee. Addresses were made by Mr. 
J. W. Fricke; P. S. Leisenring, M. D.,.and Rev. W. E. 
Crouser. (See report of committee.) _ 

Synod was called to order by the President. The roll 
was called and the minutes read and approved. 

On motion, it was ordered that in the pro-rating of the 
traveling expenses of the clerical members of Synod, ex- 
penses for sleeper be included. 

The report of The California Lutheran was presented by 
the editor and business manager, Rev. H. S. Feix; and, on 
motion, was referred to the Auditing Committee on The 
California Lutheran. 

The report of the Committee on Minutes of Last Conven- 
tion of Synod was presented by Rev. A. Jatho and adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Synod. 

Your committee have examined the protocol, comparing it with 
the original minutes and the printed minutes. We find the protocol 
well written and indexed. In the printed minutes we find the fol- 
lowing omission: 

“EVENING SESSION, Fripay, 8 Pp. M. 

“The evening service was devoted to Home Missions. Two ad- 
dresses were delivered, the one in English by Rev. D. J. Snyder, 
on ‘Our Prospects’; the other in German by Rev. C. F. Oehler, on 
‘Our Hindrances.’” (Page 109 in Protocol.) 

Respectfully submitted, JE J CHAMBERS, 
A. JATHO, 
W. J. ROEHMER. 


Report of Committee on Historical Records. 


Your Committee on Historical Records would report that in their 
judgment it is not wise to cumber our minutes with a detailed record 
of our individual congregations. A file of the minutes of California 
Synod will furnish practically all the data of such a character that 
is needed by anyone who is sufficiently interested to examine into 
the matter. 

If Synod deems it advisable, the Archivist, or some other person, 
could be delegated to systematize this material and file it with the 
other records of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


Adopted. 
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Report of the Necrological Committee. 


Dr. G. G. Burnett, one of the most prominent Lutheran laymen 
on the Pacific slope, and one of the most widely known and dearly 
beloved men of the whole church, fell asleep in Jesus, December 
22d, 1909. The death of this good man is deserving of more than 
passing notice, and we desire to place on record our high appre- 
ciation of departed brother as a consecrated Christian, a loyal 
Lutheran and a conscientious citizen. 

As a Christian, his was a whole-hearted and joyous service. 
There was a reality to his religion which ever rang true. It filled 
his own heart and then overflowed beneficently upon others. His 
home was an ideal Christian abode, where love, gentleness and 
sympathy abounded. It was a home of prayer, where from the 
family altar supplication unfailingly ascended. It was a hospitable 
home, in which the stranger received a most hearty welcome; and 
on numerous occasions, the pastor sojourning in the city, enjoyed 
royal entertainment. 

As a church member he was faithful and devoted. The interests 
of the First Church of San Francisco, with which he was identi- 
fied since 1890, ever elicited his most cordial co-operation, and to 
it he gave himself with unstinted liberality and unflinching loyalty. 
In 1892 he was elected as Elder and served in this capacity until 
called to his reward. For a number of years he was a director 
of the National Home for the Aged, and numerous benevolent 
agencies of the church at large were both in life and death the 
recipients of his generosity. 

At the annual conventions of our California Synod, also at eight 
meetings of the General Synod at which he was our Synodical dele- 
gate, his enthusiastic fervor and judicious counsels warmed and 
cheered every heart. We shall greatly miss his optimistic words 
and his inspiring fellowship. 

Not only in the deliberative assembly was he prominently identi- 
fied with the work of our church, but as a practical helper as well. 
Up and down through the whole church he went in company with 
his devoted wife, gratuitously giving illustrated lectures for the 
benefit of needy congregations. Churches, that can be numbered 
by the hundreds, were aided in this manner by these devoted ser- 
vants of the Lord, who thus were given the soubriquet of “The 
Traveling Missionaries.” 

While placing on record the noteworthy achievements of this 
consecrated co-worker, we also desire to bear testimony to our 
beloved brother as a friend to the missionary pastor. On numerous 
occasions, without any solicitation, without any ostentation, he was 
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known to give substantial form to his warm-hearted sympathy to 
the hardworking minister, and to the hard-pressed mission church. 
His was a sympathy that was practical, a charity that was liberal, 
a loyalty that was unswerving, and now he has left a memory that 
is blessed. 

When in the evening time of life he was made to share in the 
disastrous results of the calamity which befell his home city, he 
bore up with a fortitude that was truly courageous. Later, in the 
interests of civic righteousness, he served as Secretary of the Grand 
Jury, which indicted those guilty of corrupt political practices, 
thereby jeopardizing life and enduring personal loss, if not en- 
dangering physical health for the overthrow of evil, and the en- 
thronement of righteousness. 

Finally, while fighting the fatal malady, while suffering constant 
pain, he bore up with true Christian fortitude and patience during 
a protracted illness. Unselfishly mindful of others, calmly awaiting 
the end, he tenderly committed his loved ones to the care of the 
heavenly Father, and then peacefully fell asleep in Jesus. 

As a Synod we mourn our loss and extend to the sorrowing 
friends our sincerest sympathy. The bereaved ones have lost a 
devoted husband and father; the church a loyal and liberal sup- 
porter; the Synod an honored and an able counselor; the church 
at large a consecrated and devoted worker, and the community 
a conscientious citizen. 

Funeral services were conducted in the First Lutheran Church 
of San Francisco on December 24th, by his pastor, Rev. W. E. 
Crouser, assisted by Rev. A. Jatho, Rev. H. Gehrcke and Rev. H. S. 
Feix, after which the body was interred in the beautiful Cypress 
Lawn Cemetery, where it peacefully rests awaiting the sound of 
the trump on the last day. 


“Sweet be thy rest 

And peaceful thy sleeping; 
God’s way is best; 

Thou art in His keeping. 


Thy work is done, 

Thy sowing and reaping; 
Thy crown is won, 

And hushed is thy weeping. 


Sweet be thy rest; 

No more we may greet thee 
Till with the blest 

In heaven we meet thee.” 


Respectfully submitted, Jae Ole Ke 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 
Adopted. 
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The report of the Committee on Revision of the Con- 
stittition was received and considered seriatim. 

With this report pending, Synod adjourned, with prayer 
by Rev. W. R. Swickard. 


-~@- 


THIRD SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2 P. M. 


Synod was called to order by the President. Prayer 
was offered by Rev. C. H. Armstrong, Ph. D. 

Roll-call. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

A paper on the “Lord’s Day” was read by Rev. S. W. 
Young, and discussed by members of Synod. 


Report of the Statistical Secretary. 


The Statistical Secretary has had the annual trouble of not re- 
ceiving the reports on time, and of having some of the pastors 
still persist in using their own methods of computation, regardless 
of the instructions in the foot-notes. A word to the wise should 
be sufficient; for the sake of the next Statistical Secretary we trust 
that it is. 

Statistically, the past year has been one of the best in our Synod’s 
history. The only loss of any consequence is in the indebtedness, 
and this 1s one of the losses that is a gain. Notable gains are 
found in all the membership columns, the communicant member- 
ship being now well over the 2,000 mark. 

While we report one less Sunday school than one year ago, still 
every other item of both Sunday schools and Young People’s So- 
cieties shows a most gratifying increase. 

Every financial item, except indebtedness, which we are glad to 
see less, and regular local expenses, which is practically the same 
as last year, shows decided increase over last year, there being an 
excess of $678.07 in benevolence in favor of this year and $2,246.12 
more for all purposes. 

Certainly we have reason to thank God, take courage and press 
forward, for we have set a mark for ourselves that it would be 
sad to lower. You are respectfully referred to the detailed report. 
(See Appendix C.) Res 

In making out the Apportionment Table for 1910-1911, we have 
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used the rates set by the General Synod in 1909 and by California 
Synod last Spring. We have also followed the even dollar plan 
that was adopted by Synod last year. (See Appendix B.) An ex- 
pense of $1.50 has been incurred for postage and stationery, for 
which an order is kindly asked. 


Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on State of the Church. 


Of the twenty-one churches in the California Synod, all have sent 
in reports to the committee. From these reports the following 
facts have been gathered: 


I. MATERIAL STATUS. 


1. Church Membership.—Of the twenty-one congregations report- 
ing, thirteen report a gain in communicant membership, five report 
loss and three show the same figures. The total communicant 
membership for the year is 2,151, an increase of 224 over last year. 

2. Church Attendance.—Five of our’ churches report an attend- 
ance at the Sunday morning service of 100 per cent. or over of 
the communicant membership, and four report an attendance at 
the Sunday evening service of I0o per cent. or over of communicant 
membership. Four churches report no Sunday evening service at 
all. Sixteen churches report attendance at Sunday morning service 
ranging anywhere from 46 per cent. to 100 per cent. of communicant 
membership. Thirteen churches report Sunday evening attendance 
ranging anywhere from 20 per cent. to 100 per cent. of communi- 
cant membership.’ The average attendance at the Sunday morning 
service is about 76 per cent., and the average attendance at the 
Sunday evening service is about 50 per cent. of the communicant 
membership. 

The attendance of youth and children at the church services is 
shown in the various reports by such expressions as “to,’ “1o,”- 
30,” “80 per cent.” “good,” “fair,’ “encouraging,” “medium,” 
“small,” “a few.” From these expressions we gather that the at- 
tendance of the young people at the church service is not large. 

3. Sunday Schools.—With but one exception all the churches re- 
port Sunday schools. The entire enrollment in the Sunday schools 
is 2,236 scholars. And the average attendance is 65 per cent. of 
the entire enrollment. Thirteen schools are graded or partly graded. 
A number have regularly organized classes. Nine schools report 
a Home Department, First Church in Los Angeles having a Home 
Department of 73 members. Eleven schools report Cradle Rolls. 
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Nearly all schools use the Augsburg Lesson Series. Seventeen 
schools contributed for all purposes $2,940.65. 

It is very gratifying to note that there “are more scholars en- 
rolled in our Sunday schools than the entire present communicant 
membership of the church. From this we can readily see that the 
Sunday school is the hope of the Church, and every pastor should 
familiarize himself with every department of Sunday school work. 

4. Prayer Meetings——Thirteen churches report a mid-week prayer 
meeting with an attendance ranging from Io to 35. Sixteen 
churches report Young People’s Societies and prayer meetings 
with attendance ranging from I5 to 50. 

5. Societies——Seventeen missionary societies are reported with a 
membership ranging from Io to 95, and with a total membership of 
465. There are seventeen Ladies’ Aid Societies, with membership 
- ranging from 14 to 109, and with a total membership of 592. The 
activity of both these societies is designated by “medium,” “fair,” 
“sood,” “growing,” “splendid,” “excellent.” There are four men’s 
organizations with membership ranging from 18 to 62, and with a 
total membership of 118. With one exception the activity of these 
is “good,” “excellent.” One congregation reports a Church League 
with attendence from 35 to 50; another reports a young people’s 
club; still another an orchestra of 14 young men. All these organi- 
zations show keen interest and activity along various lines of church 
work. 

6. Church Property—During the year San Bernardino has erected 
a house of worship costing $4,303.00, on lot costing $2,000.00. 
Alpaugh and Long Beach are building churches. One thousand 
five hundred dollars was subscribed by congregation toward Long 
Beach. The German Lutheran Church of Sacramento bought a 
lot for $21,000.00 and has $15,000.00 on hand for a new lot, and 
$10,000.00 subscribed toward a new church. St. Mark’s, Los An- 
geles; Pasadena; First, Sacramento; Alameda; Salinas; St. Mat- 
thew’s, San Francisco; Sanger, San José, each made improve- 
ments on church property. 

7. Church Finances—Concerning the apportionments. Fifteen 
congregations paid apportionment in full with excess; two paid in 
full; three report deficits, and one did not report at all. 

“Has the pastor’s salary been promptly paid?” Sixteen replied, 
“Yes”; two, “fairly so”; two, “no”; and one did not reply at all. 

With two exceptions the general financial condition of the churches 
is good. 

The expenses of the churches are met mostly by free will offer- 
ings through envelopes, also by subscriptions. Bazaars, suppers 
and entertainments are also used by some congregations to raise 
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funds. Nine churches have reduced their indebtedness by the age 
gregate sum of $6,874.96 (Santa Barbara, $2,231.00; First, San 
Francisco, $1,084.65). 

During the year Pasadena and Sanger each made a reduction 
of $100.00, and St. Matthew’s and St. Andrew’s, San Francisco, 
each made a reduction of $60.00 in Home Mission Aid. : 

8. Church Literature —The Augsburg Lesson Series are generally 
used in the Sunday schools. 

One hundred and thirty weekly Lutheran Church papers, 53 Lu- 
theran Church Work, 184 Woman’s Work, 307 California Lutheran, 
and 73 other church papers are reported. This is certainly not a 
very good showing for a communicant membership of 2,151 mem- 
bers, and an enrollment of 2,236 in the Sunday schools. 

9. Students for the Ministry and Deaconesses—Four students for 
the ministry are reported. This is an increase of three over last 
year. First Church of Los Angeles reports eight deaconesses; also 
two of the four students for the ministry. 


SPIRITUAL STATUS. 

With the fullest description and the most complete data it would 
be most difficult to give an accurate report of the spiritual stand- 
ing of the Church. Under this head two of the congregations re- 
ported nothing at all, and many of the other reports were vague 
and indefinite, either showing a lack of interest or a lack of knowl- 
edge of conditions. From the reports in hand the following facts 
have been gathered. Concerning: 

1. Bible Study—Four do not report. Others say the interest is 
“considerable,” “fair,” “growing,” “very good.’ There are three 
Bible Study Classes and three Teacher-Training Classes reported. 
Special interest shown by attendance at church services where 
Scripture teaching was presented on certain topics. 

2. Family Worship—Under this head the general reply is: “Don’t 
know,” “not many,” “afew.” It is gratifying to learn that in the 
youngest congregation 15 families have family worship. In other 
congregations, 20 per cent. and 25 per cent. In another, about 25 
families. 

3. Reaching the Unsaved.—Outside of the personal work of the 

pastor, not much activity is shown to reach the unsaved. In sev- 
eral of the congregations, however, there is some individual personal 
work, One Y. P. S. is helping to do rescue mission work. 
- 4. Hindrances.—“Indifference,” “Sunday desecration,” “love of 
ease and pleasure,’ “commercialism,” sensitiveness,” ‘‘selfishness,” 
“sosip,” “secret sin,” “subtle influence of satanic religions,” and 
many other things are hindrances to the work. 
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5. Among the discouragements are “irregular attendance,” “indif- 
ference of community,” “lack of leaders,” “poor church buildings,” 
“worshiping in hall.” 

6. Encouragements.—Many as are the discouragements, there are 
also many encouragements to the work. From almost every con- 
gregation comes a genuine note of encouragement, such as “deeper 
interest in church work.” “new church, outsiders interested,” “grow- 
ing Sunday school,” “splendid young people,” “resolution to bring 
Foreign Mission offering up to $1.04,” “harmonious and sympa- 
thetic people,” “keen activity,” “larger audiences at preaching serv- 
ice,” “consecrated workers.” These and many other like expres- 
sions sound the note of hope and encourage us to go forward in 
the Master’s great work. 


Respectfully submitted, D. J. SNYDER, 
Cc. W. WEISER, 
S. Wi YOUNG. 


Adopted. 


Report of Delegates to General Synod. 

Your delegation to the General Synod would respectfully submit 
the following report: 

The Forty-fourth Conrentian of the General Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church was held in St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran. Church, Richmond, Ind., June 2d to toth, 19009. 

The officers elected were: President, Rev. H. K. Fenner, D. D.; 
Secretary, Rev. F. P. Manhart, D. D.; Treasurer, G. H. Knollenberg. 

Of the six delegates elected by our Synod to this Convention 
of the General Synod one declared his inability to attend. Mr. 
H. A. Getz went in his stead. Dr. G.,G. Burnett was detained at 
Olean, N. Y., because of sickness, and was therefore not able to 
be present. 

This Convention of the General Synod was fully alive to the 
deep problems of our Church and enacted some matters of unusual 
interest and great importance: 

1. It clarified the Doctrinal Basis of the General Synod by the 
adoption of the confessional statement prepared by Rev. L. S. 
Keyser, D. D. (See General Synod Minutes, pp. 56-61.) 

2. It instructed the Common Service ‘Committee to “codify the 
several resolutions and statements explanatory of the Doctrinal 
Basis of the General Synod,” “and incorporate the substance of the 
same into one clear and definite statement of our Doctrinal Basis,” 
to be presented at the next meeting of the General Synod. (See 
Dp. 115.) 


OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 21 


3. It proposed to amend the Constitution that, “Each Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod may send one delegate for every ten ministers 
it contains, and for a remaining major fraction of that number, of 
the rank of ordained ministers, and an equal number of laymen.” 
(See p. 124.) 

4. It adopted the following resolutions presented by your dele- 
gation relating to a Theological Seminary in California: ~ 

WuHuereas, The time has come when the future development of 
our work upon the Pacific coast requires the establishment of a 
Lutheran Theological School upon the territory of the California 
Synod; be it, therefore, 

1. Resolved, That the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the United States authorize and give its support to 
such an institution. 

2. Resolved, That its Board of Education be, and hereby is, 
authorized to take immediate steps to inaugurate such a work, at 
such location and at such expense as is deemed both wise and 
necessary for the establishment of such work. (See p. 72.) 

The reports of the various Boards showed not only encouraging 
progress, but also the General Synod’s realization of her vast 
opportunity and great responsibility as the oldest general body of 
Lutherans in America. The following Boards showed a very 
commendable increase on the apportionment received during the 
two years: 


EL ORTe MMVI SSI O11 Sie coo pact sae clears coict-ea-ts Secale acu a slalthiglahae Meus one $27,000.00 
ROCCO HEE NLIGSION Se cates AM yee ta tite oases) se si edelin's aoe 41358 7,658.49 
Church Extension Ste cya iste fele = 2 spain = aint eiAicle/o ln 26,012.70 
Boancmeoime cat olera WPA ora. ncrs\ncer oe s Guyer Gee cieiiet> aeeuee 17,000.00 
PD EACOMESSMEISOANGE Teeter tee ooh > wctaisio) oleic d sGislera ayaa» ocdcals euaditele 2,078.84 


Our Synod took a respectable part in this increase, being on the 
honor roll of the first three Boards named. 

The apportionment for each year of the ensuing biennium for 
the nine objects apportioned by the General Synod will be $1.31 
per member, or 12 cents greater than the last biennium. This in- 
crease is as follows: Home Missions, five cents; Foreign Missions, 
five cents; Deaconess Board, one cent; Tabitha Home, one cent. 
This makes our annual apportionment for the next two years for 
these objects $2,526.90. 

The Laymen’s Missionary Movement, having made commendable 
progress, and whose motto is, “No deficit in our benevolences,” and 
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the Men’s Societies, now called the Lutheran Brotherhood, both 
received the warmest approval of the convention. 

Lutheran Church Work, a monthly magazine authorized two years 
ago by the General Synod, reported a shortage in receipts, and 
the Publication House was instructed to pay the same out of its 
treasury. This magazine ought to be the stimulating organ of the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement and the Lutheran Brotherhood. 
This, we believe, would solve its finances. 

Among our homes and asylums, Tabitha Home, at Lincoln, Neb., 
seems to need our prayer and help above all others. Hence the 
General Synod recommends this institution most strongly to our 
Synods for liberal support. 

Ministerial supply received special attention at this meeting of 
the General Synod. The report seemed to indicate a small increase 
in ministers over the former report. | 

Your delegation offer the following recommendations: 

1. That we accept the apportionment adopted by the General 
Synod for the ensuing biennium. 

2. That we heartily endorse the Laymen’s Missionary Movement 
and the Lutheran Brotherhood, and organize societies wherever 
circumstances allow. 

3. That we endeavor to introduce the Lutheran Church Work, 
authorized by the General Synod, into the homes of our congrega- 
tions. 

4. That we thank -the General Synod for the authorization of a 
Lutheran Theological School in California, and pledge our support 
in its establishment. 


Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER, 
CHARLES F. OEHLER, 
H. A. GETZ, 
P. W. H. FREDERICK. 
DE WITT WISE. 
Adopted. 


Rev. S. M. Lutz was introduced to Synod and made 
an advisory member. 


The report on the Minutes of the Conferences was pre- 
sented by Rev. H. S. Feix, and considered item by item. 
Item (1) was referred to the Sunday School Committee. 
With item 2. of the report pending, Synod adjourned, 
with prayer by Rev. S. M. Lutz. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 


After a very pleasant supper and reception given to the 
members of the Synod and the Woman’s Missionary Con- 
vention by the First English Lutheran Church of the city, 
the evening service was conducted in St. Matthew’s Church, 
under the auspices of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society. A German address was delivered by Rev. 
W. J. Roehmer, of Fresno. The twentieth anniversary 
address, prepared by Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D., was 
delivered by Rev. C. H. Armstrong, Ph. D., owing to the 
enforced absence of Dr. Hoskinson, on account of serious 
illness in his home. 


a 


FOURTH SESSION. 


THurspay, APRIL 7, 9 A. M. 


Devotional service was conducted by Rev. W. E. Crouser. 

Synod was called to order by the President. 

Prayer by Rev. S. W. Young. 

Roll-call. 

Minutes read and approved. 

Rev. Emil Meyer, of San José, was received as an ad- 
visory member of Synod. 

The revision of the constitution was again taken up 
until the Home Mission report was ready for presenta- 
tion. 

The report of the Home Mission Committee was re- 
ceived and considered item by item. 

Item 1—Porterville. Adopted. 

Item 2—La Crescenta. Adopted. 

Item 3—Phoenix, was referred to the Home Mission 
Committee with instruction to act at once. 

Item 4—Fresno. Adopted. 

Item 5—San Francisco. On motion, the Home Mission 
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Committee was instructed to take up two points in or 
around San Francisco at once. 

Item 6—Berkeley, was referred to the incoming Home 
Mission Committee. 

On motion, Items 1 and 4 were stricken from the report. 

The Home Mission report pending, Synod adjourned, 
with prayer by Mr. H. A. Getz. 


- + 


FIFTH SESSION. 
APRIL 7, 2 P. M. 


Synod was called to order by the President. Prayer by 
Rey.-C. F.Qehler. 

Roll-call. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Mr. Raymond O. Hansen, Superintendent of the Boys’ 
Department of the Y. M. C. A., was introduced to Synod. 

The paper on Article XI. of the Augsburg Confession, 
was presented by Rev. Herbert J. Weaver, and discussed 
by members of Synod. 

On motion, Rev. Weaver was requested to permit the 
publication of his paper in The Califorria Lutheran. 

The Lutheran Brotherhood was reported upon by Mr. 
H. A. Getz, member of the General Synod’s Committee on 
Lutheran Brotherhood. 


Report on the Lutheran Brotherhood. 


The Lutheran Brotherhood had its origin in the practical necessi- 
ties of the Church. Work was to be done which only the men 
of the Church could do. They were ready to respond to the call 
of duty, but lacked the inspiration and power of organization. To 
- supply this want the men of different congregations had formed 
themselves into societies suited to local needs. 

At once the effect of organization was felt in greatly in- 
creased usefulness. Then came the need for a form of organiza- 
tion which would suit the men of different congregations, and a 
plan by which these societies might be federated into a general 
body for mutual helpfulness. These conditions were presented in 
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a memorial to the General Synod of the Lutheran Church in 1907. 
Favorable action was taken and a committee appointed to take steps 
in the direction proposed. The report of this committee in the 
convention of 1909, giving a careful review of the situation and 
recommending immediate action, was favorably received. A com- 
mittee of ten was appointed, the duty of which was to inaugurate 
and give general direction to the movement. It was given power 
to take all needed steps for its thorough organization, encourage 
its introduction into congregations, and, as soon as practical, effect 
a federation of all Lutheran men’s societies into a general organ- 
ization for the entire Church. It was instructed to at once prepare 
a form of constitution and such other literature as may be needed 
for an intelligent understanding of the movement and its successful 
introduction into the churches. 

The first organization of a general character among laymen was 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, in the Episcopal Church, in 1886. 
Since then there have followed in rapid succession the Brotherhood 
of Andrew and Philip, the United Presbyterian Men’s Movement, 
the Methodist Brotherhood, the Presbyterian Brotherhood of Amer- 
ica, the Men’s Movement of the United Brethren Church, the 
Baptist Brotherhood, the Men’s Movement of the Disciples of 
Christ, the Brotherhood of the Southern Presbyterian Church, the 
Congregational Brotherhood, Lutheran Brotherhood of General 
Council, and others. These combined movements represent to-day 
an aggregate of one million men organized for Christian service. 

The verdict of every denomination in which the movement has 
been tried, so far as we have been able to discover, is, “a blessing 
is in it.’ The most marked features of the Church life of the 
present generation is the great awakening among men. They have 
heard the call to a more active service in every department of 
the Church life at home, and have thrown the strength of their 
manhood into it. The mighty work of Foreign Missions has 
been laid on their hearts as never before in human history, and 
they have recognized it as a challenge to opportunity and to duty. 
How much the organized Men’s Movement has had to do in bring- 
ing about this great awakening we shall never know. Certainly 
it has served this double purpose, viz.: It has helped to stir the 
hearts of men with a vision of their opportunity and their obliga- 
tion in Christ's kingdom. It has crystallized and systematized their 
newly awakened enthusiasm into practical plans for definite work. 
Through it as a channel men are to-day responding to the call for 
heroic service in a holy cause, as they heretofore responded to the 
call of pleasure or profit. It has been used of God as a means of 
showing men that their noblest mission on earth is to win men 
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to the Saviour of men and to give time and money to His kingdom. 

In congregations where its power has been exerted a new spiritual 
life has been infused. Pastors have found fh their men’s societies 
valiant and loyal helpers. The Sunday school has discovered in 
them a mighty source of strength. By them the financial support 
of the Church has been made a far easier problem. The Missionary 
and Benevolent Boards of the Church have found in the men’s 
organizations a powerful ally for spreading intelligence, inspiring 
interest and raising funds. Fellowship has stimulated activity. 
Activity has promoted Church loyalty. Church loyalty is leading 
men to know more about their Church, its history, its teachings 
and its mission. 

We are appealing to the manhood of the Church of the Reforma- 
tion to organize and discharge its full measure of Christian re- 
sponsibility and undertake its whole duty at home and abroad. 
This call is made in every Lutheran Church of our State and 
country. The call is direct. The object is definite and vital. We 


call upon the men of our Church, especially those who are busiest 


and most responsible, to put frst things frst, and so to adjust their 
affairs as to be able to take their full share in the effort to bring 
the impact of a United Lutheran Brotherhood to bear upon all the 
problems of the Church of the Reformation. 

If there is any Church in America that needs the modern equip- 
ment of organization and co-operation for doing things, it is the 
Church of the Reformation, and if any section of the United States 
needs the co-operation of such a movement more than another, it 
is California. 

We desire a federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods in California. 
We, therefore, need you, and you need us, that mutually we may 
receive a greater spiritual awakening and lay hold of the problems 
of our several church homes and of our field in California. 

Respectfully submitted, EVAL Ge 
E. JATHO. 


The Laymen’s Missionary Movement was represented by 
Mr. J. A. Bohn. 


The reports on Lutheran Brotherhood and the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement were adopted and Mr. John Froh- 
liger was appointed to organize the Lutheran Brotherhood 
in the Northern Conference. 


The fraternal delegate from the Pacific Synod (G. CoM 
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Rev. Wm. C. Drahn, was introduced, and, on motion, ac- 
corded the privileges of the floor. 

A verbal report on Young People’s Societies was pre- 
sented by Rev. C. W. Weiser, and adopted. 


Report of the Archivist. 

Your Archivist submits the following report to Synod: 

When Synod created this office one year ago it laid the founda- 
tions for an exact and critical history of our Synod, to be written 
at some future date. Here will be collected the data for such 
historical works. It is none too early to begin this collection, for 
already there are missing links that seem unable to be supplied. 
In a few years the task of collecting these would be much harder. 

In order to show you what has been done up to this time, a list 
of the articles in the Archivarium is reported herewith: 

The first book of the written Minutes of Synod, or the 
Protocol. 

Two complete files of the printed Minutes of Synod. 

Extra copies of Minutes for every year except 1804 
and 1897. 

One complete file of the Golden Gate Lutheran (one year, 
July, 1891, to June, 1892). 

One complete file of the Oakland Lutheran (one year, 
1893). 

One complete file of the Oakland Visitor (two years, 


1899 and 1900). 
One complete file of the Western Lutheran (one year, 


IQO1). 
One complete file of the California Lutheran, excepting 
No. I (1906 to ie 


A few programs of church dedications, church bulletins, 
etc. 

It is the opinion of the Archivist that there are other documents 
and articles of historical interest in some of the dark closets of our 
churches that ought to be sent to the Archivarium for safe keeping. 

Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses. 
Your Committee on Absentees and Excuses report that the 
following brethren are absent from this convention without excuse : 
Revs. J. S. Moser, L. C. Routzahn and Lutz Horn. 
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The following are absent, from whom word has been received, 
and we recommend that they be excused: Revs. W. S. Hoskinson, 
Se, «Ds -D: “Dy: Ju. Cin Pedersen; 3). 70 SBischerer ia 
LL._D., J. J. Chambers and R. W. Mottern, and Messrs. C. P. 
Miller, A. P. Crim, J. J. Oliver, Dr. C. H. Horner, D. H. Nyce 
and J. F. Reimer. 

The following have asked to be excused before the close of the 
convention, and we recommend that their request be granted: Revs. 
M. F. Rinker and Wm. Brandes and Mr. W. C. Bond. : 


Respectfully submitted, GEORGE H. HILLERMAN. 
Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Minutes of Other Synods. 


The minutes of the Central Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh and lowa 
Synods have come into the hands of your committee. We find in 
them nothing requiring the attention of Synod. 

‘Respectfully submitted, J. Ws BALE, 
M. F. RINKER. 


Adopted. 


Report of Committee on Temperance. 


The temperance “no compromise with the unfruitful works of 
darkness” policy has been prosecuted with unabated zeal during 
the past year. During the year 1909 more than 12,000 saloons and 
nearly 150 breweries were abolished in the United States, and more 
than 41,000,000 of the people under the American flag are now living 
in “dry” territory. 

Beginning with January, 1909, four States passed into the tem- 
perance rank, now making a total of nine under prohibition. The 
legislatures of four other States passed local option laws, leaving 
only the following, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ken- 
tucky, New Mexico, West Virginia, Minnesota, California, Nevada 
and Hawaii, whose legislatures have passed no laws protecting their 
homes against this drink curse. 

The year has been the most remarkable in the temperance cause. 
January Ist, 1909, Alabama, Mississippi and North Carolina entered 
the prohibition ranks. Tennessee extends the four-mile law to all 
towns and cities in the State, making it almost State-wide prohibi- 
tion, and passed a measure prohibiting its manufacture in the State. 
South Carolina adopts prohibition with a referendum by counties, 
and as a result 36 out of 42 immediately vote dry. 

Prohibition bills pass both houses of the Arkansas legislature. 
Missouri legislature passes resolution calling for a vote on the 
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prohibition amendment. Iowa, Maine and New Hampshire in- 
crease their restrictive measures. Idaho enacts a straight county 
option measure, and in the first round of ballots 14 out of 23 
counties abolish their saloons. The Delaware legislature resub- 
mits the liquor question to the only wet county in the State. Wyom- 
ing abolishes all saloons outside of incorporated towns. Kansas 
passes measure prohibiting sale of all liquors except wine for 
Sacramental purposes. Nebraska limits the open saloon to the 
hours of 7 A. M. to 8 P. M. Lincoln, Nebraska, and two counties 
of the State go dry. Utah passes a county option law, but it is 
vetoed by the Governor after the legislature adjourned, but more 
than half the counties are so incensed at the Governor’s action 
that they abolish the saloons by local decree. Congress passes a 
C. O. D. liquor shipment measure for the protection of dry territory. 
Colorado increases her dry territory to II counties. Illinois adds 
four dry counties, and 28 out of 36 places in the fall elections of 
the State vote dry. Nineteen additional counties in Michigan, 12 
in Texas, three in Kentucky and two in Pennsylvania and eight 
additional ones in West Virginia are voted dry. In New York 
State 88 towns join the temperance ranks. Temperance measures 
are passed by the legislatures of Connecticut and South Dakota, 
while 60 counties in Indiana and six additional ones of California 
joined the ranks of those now in their right mind. 


A HOPEFUL SIGN. 


The Labor Union of Canada in 1909 passed a resolution con- 
demning the saloon and urging temperance upon its members, an 
action which ten years ago would have been impossible. -It is 
gratifying to learn from our U. S. internal revenue commissioner 
at Washington, D. C., that during 1909 over 5,000,000 gallons dis- 
tilled spirits and more than 2,000,000 barrels of beer less than in 
1908 were consumed by our American people. 

In view of these hopeful signs noted and a thousand others which 
space and time allotted forbid our mentioning, we do heartily rejoice 
and earnestly recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the California Synod here assembled in the city 
of San Francisco can keep no terms with a vice that fills our jails, 
destroys the peace and comfort of our homes and debases and 
brutalizes the citizens of our fair States. 

Respectfully submitted, WM. R. SWICKARD. 
J. W. ROMICH, 
HES ePHIX.: 
Adopted. 
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Report of Committee on President’s Report. 


The Committee on President’s Report .respectfully submit the 
following: 

The report gives evidence that the work of the President of 
Synod is increasing, and that the various duties have been per- 
formed during the past year with faithfulness and ability. 

We note with pleasure the evidences of devotion and faithful 
~ work on the part of pastors and people, which is shown especially 
by the active religious life in the congregations, by the undertaking 
of greater things and by the new buildings and many improvements 
in the others. We note with thankfulness that the several vacan- 
cies in the pastorate are now filled. 

We would respectfully recommend: 

1. That the Synod approve all the official acts of the President 
by a rising vote. 

2. That the $250.00 in the hands of the President for Bay City 
Missions be placed in the hands of the Treasurer. 


Respectfully submitted, P. W. H. FREDERICK, 
S. W. YOUNG. 


The time of adjournment was, on motion, extended. 


The Budget Committee reported the traveling expenses” 
of the clerical members of Synod equalized at $8.30 each. 
The report was adopted. 


Report of Auditing Committee of “California Lutheran.” 


The Auditing Committee of the California Lutheran Accounts re- 
port the accounts well kept and correct. We find receipts on 
hand for all disbursements except for two checks sent East too 
late to receive a reply at this date. 

We find $79.50 due this young enterprise from ten of our churches 
since last June, and $093.35 due from nine of our churches since 
January Ist, 1910; also that if the pastors of these churches would 
see that these amounts were remitted all debts of the California 
Lutheran would be paid up to February Ist. 

We recommend that these accounts be posted by the Manager 
and Editor of the California Lutheran at the place of posting the 
committees of this and future meetings of Synod, and that the 
‘Auditing Committee aid in adjusting any differences if necessary. 

We recommend that an Advertising Committee be appointed, 
with Mr. J. W. Fricke as chairman, for the purpose of placing 
the paper on a paying basis, with the understanding, however, 
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that the Editor of the paper shall have the right to accept or 
reject any advertising matter offered. 

Respectfully submitted, EAS GHZ. 
‘JAMES POPERT. 


Adopted. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
PROESIERCCCID ES mn UU hie es eM ete Ny eee aS $162.42 
(For itemized statement see page 81, ledger.) 
Rota leidish arsemen tsgescvyhe ces hantintern adic re ra 160.70 


(For itemized statement see page 80, ledger.) 


Gach onmanhandemer ste sos st stout: dt ian $1.72 


Resources. 

Diteronssubscriptionimats oc tse ole ae ob ee etek $157.85 
pee E CVELtIGINIG Pom eed oo on. eh-sschens se sinee eet 15.00 
MIRO el liaaer come Nae tcrse meyer e «SNe Aoi are ee ayers ake eum tae Male $172.85 
Liabilities. 

To Young Lutheran Publishing Company .......... $109.50 
MrosmtcditOimsy salary. oe wesc eet e emis eens Maines he 50.00 
PO CAM: Wats oe Bacteria feiss rer ee eae ean ene ae tah 5 a Ray late $159.50 
PPopalanesounces. 29. <iser chine sph ela ie erste oi Lee RE ED $172.85 

SEIT ADIIILICG MMe ra mite tec teic ote nici: Rha celeone ota 159.50 
Siienhine: 20a cn de poo boo tls SOGOU See aaaeon cars $13.35 


We are now sending out 535 copies, of which ten are placed on 
the free list. This would leave 525 regular subscribers. 

It is a difficult undertaking to get advertisements from legitimate 
firms for a monthly publication, and we refused to accept “fake” 
advertisements. 

Respectfully submitted, He Sane 
Editor and Manager. 


Adopted. 


The revision of the constitution was again taken up until 


adjournment. 
Synod adjourned, with prayer by Rev. Emil Meyer. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 


The evening service included addresses on Home Missions 
in the Bay Cities: “Our Opportunities,” by Rev. H. S. 
Feix; “Our Hindrances,” by Rev. A. Jatho; “Our Ob- 
ligations,” by Rev. J. E. Hoick. 

Following this service the Synod adjourned for a social 
hour held in the basement of the church, under the aus- 
pices of the Luther League of the church. 


———e-—____ 


SEXTH SESSION: 


Fripay, ApriL 8, 9.30 A. M. 


Synod was called to order by the President. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. W. C. Drahn, fraternal dele- 
gate of Pacific Synod. 

Roll-call. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

The hour of 10 o’clock was set for hearing the greet- 
ings of the fraternal delegate from the Pacific Synod. 

On motion, the Twentieth Anniversary address was re- 
quested for publication in the California Lutheran. 


Report on Letters and Papers. 


The following letters have been received: 

Rey. F. G. Gotwald, D. D., expresses regret at his inability to be 
present to represent the Board of Education during our Synod’s 
deliberation on the seminary question. Rev. Herbert J. Weaver has 
been appointed speaker for the Board. 

Secretary Chas. E. Hay, D. D., of the Deaconess Board, writes, 
urging our Synod to have someone speak on behalf of his Board, 
urging a lift for their new building. Your committee would recom- 
mend that Rev. Geo. H. Hillerman be asked to speak for this 
cause. 

Also a letter from Rev. J. Eugene Dietterich, A. M., Treasurer 
of the Pastors’ Fund Society, urging the needs of their society 
in meeting its numerous demands, and requesting that our Synod 
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render all possible assistance, was placed in the hands of your 
committee. 


Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM R. SWICKARD, 
HERMAN GEHRCKE. 
Adopted. 


The Deaconess’ Board was represented on the floor of 
Synod by the Rev. Geo. H. Hillerman. 

The Home Mission Report was again taken up. On 
motion, the appropriations carried by the report are to be 
regarded as maximum amounts to be expended at the dis- 
cretion of the Home Mission Committee. 


Report of Fraternal Delegate to the Pacific Synod. 


Accepting the commission of the President of Synod, I attended 
the sessions of the Pacific Synod, at Tacoma, Wash., June 25th to 
27th, 1909. My reception was most cordial. The greetings of Cali- 
fornia Synod were heard with pleasure, and the wish. that these 
exchanges be continued. 

The Pacific Synod elected as its fraternal delegate in return 
Rev. Wm. C. Drahn, of Victoria, B. C., who is present and will 
address the Synod at the proper time. 

Respectfully submitted, C. W. WEISER. 


The fraternal delegate of the Pacific Synod, Rev. Wm. C. 
Drahn, presented the greetings of his body in true fraternal 
spirit. An appropriate response was made by the Presi- 
dent of Synod. Rev. Emil Meyer, of San José, was also 
called upon and addressed the Synod. 

Rev. H. Rogn, pastor of the United Norwegian Luth- 
eran Church of the city, was introduced and made an ad- 
visory member of Synod. 

On motion, the recommendations of the Home Mission 
report were adopted, and the report adopted as a whole. 


Report of Committee on Home Missions. 


Your Committee on Home Missions submit the following report: 
This is a Home Mission Synod, and with gratitude we acknowl- 
edge our debt to the Woman’s Executive Committee and to the 
Boards of Home Missions and of Church Extension. We also 
gratefully record the fact that every mission and church within 
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our bounds is supplied with a regular pastor. Seventeen missions 
reported to your committee. 
~ 
CONDITION OF THE MISSIONS. 

In twelve congregations the membership has been increased dur- 
ing the year, and in three a decrease is reported. Six missions 
report an excess in benevolent contributions above the appor- 
tionment, and four a deficit. The general finances indicate health: 
two churches are reported very good, with money in the treasury ; 
six are in good condition, and six are fairly good. The pastor’s 
salary is paid promptly by all missions except two. Eight mis- 
sions have sueceeded in reducing their indebtedness, while in three 
the indebtedness has increased. Four congregations have reduced 
their Home Mission aid, as follows, viz.: St. Matthew’s, San Fran- 
cisco, $60.00; St. Andrew’s, San Francisco, $60.00; Sanger, $100.00, 
and Pasadena, $100.00. San Diego is receiving $100.00 more than 
last year. Two have had their aid increased from the California 
Home Mission Fund by action of our Synod, namely, Riverside, 
$100.00, and Santa Barbara, $200.00. The attendance at public 
worship is, in all cases but one, more than 50 per cent. of the 
enrollment of communicants, and in some cases as high as 90 per 
cent. It is evident that all the pastors are striving to promote the 
best interests of their respective missions. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
During the Synodical year the Treasurer of Synod paid the fol- 
lowing sums from the California Home Mission Fund towards 
the support of our missionaries: 


Reval, Gatlébent ate San Cet cas ern aoe caer eee ee $75.00 
Rev. 2: W.. Motternyatthiversites ges act) Saree ee 25.00 
Revi CER Arinstrong watesantasbarbatacsoets. of snes cae 50.00 
RevashokyReed,-at: Bortenvallletis qian nein aetesie See ee 30.00 


Other amounts have been paid from the same fund, for which 
you are referred to the Treasurer’s report. 


NEW CHURCH BUILDINGS. 

The First Church of San Bernardino has completed its beautiful 
new church home. The Mission was assisted with a donation of 
$575.00 from the Woman’s Executive Committee, through the Board 
of Church Extension, and a loan of $1,635.00 from the same source. 
The church cost $4,303.00, exclusive of the lot. 

Trinity Church, of Long Beach, is building a new church on the 
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lot secured some time ago. Assistance will be rendered by the 
Woman’s Executive Committee through the Board of Church Ex- 
tension to the amount of $1,625.00 as a loan, and $375.00 as a 
donation. The corner-stone will be laid in the near future. 

The First Church of Alpaugh has begun to erect its house of 
worship on the lots secured by the donation of $185.00 from Synod 
last spring. The Woman’s Executive Committee through the Board 
of Church Extension will come to the aid of this building by loan- 
ing $675.c0 and donating $125.00. The. corner-stone will be ready 
for laying shortly. 


NEW MISSION FIELDS, 


Porterville—In September of last year we received a postal from 
the President of North Carolina Synod, giving us the names of seven 
Lutherans from that Synod now living at Porterville, and asking 
us to care for them. We immediately wrote to them, making in- 
quiry, and consulted with Rev. J. J. Chambers, the nearest pastor, 
who held services there for a few Sundays. Rey. J. K. Reed took 
charge of the work until this meeting of Synod. He went there 
February 17th, and will report at this convention. 

La Crescenta.—Rev. M. F. Rinker is on mission duty at this place 
of 53 families (250 population), located about 12 miles north- 
east of Los Angeles. The town has a concrete church building, 
well adapted to religious needs, and owned by a man in Los 
Angeles. No other denomination is using it. There is no preaching 
point nearer than three miles. The chances for growth seem good. 

Phenix, Ariz——A petition came to the President of Synod,,dated 
March 2oth, 1910, and signed by 32 persons, or representing that 
number, praying for the establishment of an English Lutheran church 
in Phoenix and the sending of a pastor to canvass the field and 
take up the work at once. Mr. DeWitt Wise, of Los Angeles, 
inaugurated this movement, and he claims that the field is ripe 
unto the harvest. It would be well for Synod to consider this 
field at this session. 

San Francisco.—This great city and metropolis is calling for 
more English Lutheran churches. A hurried canvass made under 
the auspices of the Lutheran Ministers’ Association revealed two 
districts where there are as many as 50 families waiting for us 
to come. These ought to be given the religion of their fathers in 
the language of their children. There is no more needy field in 
this State than San Francisco. ' 

Berkeley—We had hoped to have entered the University City 
before this session of Synod. The only apparent reason for not 
doing so is the inability to find a man who meets all the conditions 
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of the Board. A fresh canvass will be necessary to learn the 
status of that field to-day. 

This recital of fields and opportunities teaches four things, viz.: 

First, The need of laborers, and, incidentally, of the Theological 
Seminary to produce laborers. 

Secondly, The need of a Synodical Missionary to make the pre- 
liminary canvass and temporarily to supply these promising mis- 
sions. 

Thirdly, The necessity of choosing one or two fields at once 
and of concentrating our efforts upon them. 

Fourthly, The Bay Cities Fund will be of great help in meet- 
ing this third proposition, and would indicate that we should begin 
here in San Francisco, 

RECOM MENDATION. 

We recommend the following appropriations from the Cali- 

fornia Home Mission Fund for this Synodical year: 


Moga. Guescenta tee kts, z plant beaten oa iacterisean ace ee ee $100.00 
ROM SSU Non Xs) mek SaeCee eer re is RC OEP MOREE DS i SEC ny ee Rete HE PN) 100,00 
AOR RAVETSICES ote nara oid eget rear Saal kiscids Wie Sar 100.00 
Mov SantawBat bata payee p44 Pee Most ie F er ees Ee Ce ee 200.00 
Respectfully submitted, OSCAR H. GRUVER. 


W. E. CROUSER, 
HERBERT J. WEAVER. 

The report of the Committee on the Pacific Theological 
Seminary was presented and later referred back to the 
committee to be presented at the opening of the afternoon 
session. The paper on “Catechisation and Evangelization’’ 
was postponed until the next convention of Synod. 

On motion, reports from the churches were heard. St. 
Mark’s, of Los Angeles, Alameda and Santa Barbara re- 
ported. 

Time for adjournment was extended. Synod adjourned, 
with prayer by Rev. M. F. Rinker. 


2 


SEVENTH SESSION. 


‘ FRrIpAy, APRIL 8, 2 P. M. 


Synod was called to order by the President. 
Prayer by Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 
Roll-call. 
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The minutes were read and approved. 
The report of the Pacific Seminary Committee was con- 
sidered, seriatim, and adopted. 


Report of Pacific Seminary Committee. 


Your Committee on the Theological Seminary beg to -report 
that since the meeting of the General Synod, at Richmond, Ind., 
which authorized the Board of Education to immediately establish 
a theological school upon our territory no progress has been made 
in the matter. 

We submit to the California Synod the following resolutions for 
adoption: 

1. Resolved, That we reaffirm our sincere conviction that for the 
future development of our work we deem the establishment of 
said seminary an imperative necessity, and that we continue our 
efforts to that end. 

2. Resolved, That in addition to the $50.00 set aside by our 
Synodical Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, a semi- 
nary fund be created by our Synod, to be increased either by appor 
tionment or voluntary contributions. 

3. Resolved, That $8.00 be allowed for traveling expenses of 
members of the committee. 


Respectfully submitted, W.E. CROUSER, 
Cl. OBEILER: 
O. H. GRUVER, 
Adopted. J. A. BOHN. 


It was further 

Resolved, That the Pacific Theological Seminary be inaugurated 
at once under the charge of one of our pastors, with the assistance 
of neighboring pastors and Lutheran clergymen, and that the loca- 
tion of this temporary work be left in the hands of the Pacific 


Theological Seminary Committee of our Synod. 
Resolved, That an apportionment of five cents a member be 
levied on the communicant membership of Synod for ministerial 


education. 
The report of the Committee on Revision of the Con- 
stitution was again taken up and the report adopted. 


Report of Committee on the Revision of the Constitution. 


Your Committee on the Revision of the Constitution herewith 
present the results of their labors in the form of a revised con- 


stitution. 
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In preparing this report, three things have been kept before your 
committee : A 
First, the incorporation of all standing resolutions of moment 
into the body of the constitution and by-laws. 
Second, the insertion in their proper places of the various amend- 
ments to the constitution which have been proposed or adopted. 
Third, the introduction of such other provisions as the enlarge- 
ment and development of our Synodical activities demand. 
We recommend the consideration of this revised constitution, 
seriatim, and its final adoption one year hence. 
Secondly, we recommend that one hundred copies of this con- 
stitution be printed. 
Respectfully submitted, Jc HOLGKS 
GEORGE H. HILLERMAN, 
W.E. CROUSER. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Education. 


Your committee have learned with great pleasure that five pros- 
pective students for the ministry have been reported to the Synod, 
one of whom is now pursuing some studies in the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, and has expressed a readiness to enter the pro- 
posed seminary when opened. We have received no request for 
beneficiary aid. 

Respectfully submitted, H. GEHRCKE, 

Adopted. J. W. BALL. 

Report on Sunday Schools. 

Your Committee on Sunday Schools would recommend that our 
next convention of Synod give one half-day and an evening session 
to the consideration of Sunday school work. 

Respectfully submitted, C. H. ARMSTRONG, Ph. D., 

Adopted. HERBERT J. WEAVER. 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 


1. Resolved, That the hearty thanks of Synod be extended to St. 
Matthew’s congregation of San Francisco, to the pastor and his 
faithful workers for their splendid entertainment of Synod, also 
to the choir for their excellent musical renditions. 

2. Resolved, That we express our hearty thanks to the good 
people of the First Lutheran Church for their excellent dinner 
served to Synod on Wednesday evening, and 

3. Resolved, That we, the California Synod, thank the press of 
the city for their extensive notices. 

4. Resolved, That $5.00 be paid by the Treasurer of Synod to the 
sexton of St. Matthew’s Church for services rendered during Synod, 


PDS LS 
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5. Resolved, That $25.00 be paid the Secretary of the Synod, Rev. 
J. W. Ball, for services during the past year; also that the traveling 
expenses of the Treasurer of Synod to Synod and return be paid. 

6. Resolved, That we respectfully ask our Boards to remember 
the times of convention of our Synod and to send to us a repre- 
sentative of at least one of the Boards every year, for the sake 
of imparting to our workers on the Coast encouragement and 
information. 

7. Resolved, That we recommend the churches of our Synod 
to organize their men into Lutheran Brotherhoods, as recommended 
by our General Synod, and that through their missionary commit- 
tees these foster the interests of the Laymen’s -Missionary Move- 
ment. 

8. Resolved, That during the coming Synodical year our mis- 
sion churches make a great and special effort to become self- 
supporting. 

9. Resolved, That with great pleasure we have received into our 
midst Rey. William C. Drahn, the fraternal delegate of the Pacific 
Synod (G. C.), and that we in turn send a delegate to visit their 
next annual convention. 

10. Resolved, That notwithstanding the discouragement on the 
part of our Board of Education, we, as a whole Synod, regard 
the establishment of a theological school upon our territory as one 
of the most essential needs of our work upon the Coast, in order 
to man our mission fields and to occupy our inheritance; and 
that we put forth every effort to have the resolution of the General 
Synod at Richmond, Ind., 1909, put into effect. 

12. Resolved, That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California 
earnestly recommends to the members of the next legislature the 
consideration of the efforts of the Prison Reform League, looking 
for the imposing of indeterminate sentences for criminals, and the 
transforming of prisons into reformatories, and that steps be taken 
by the aforesaid body looking to the transformation of San Quentin 
into such a reformatory. . 

13. Resolved, That Synod, through its Home Mission Committee, 
call and engage a Synodical missionary on the basis and plan laid 
out in the minutes of the California Synod, 1907, pp. 16-17, carrying 
out those plans as found practicable. C.F. OEHLER, 

W. E. CROUSER. 


Adopted. 

The report of Committee on Conference Minutes was 
again presented. Item 2 was tabled until next convention 
of Synod, and the remainder of the report adopted. 
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Report on Conference Minutes. 

Your Committee on Minutes of Conferences beg to report the 
following: 

We have carefully examined the minutes of both conferences 
and recommend that Synod now in session take action on the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. Resolution adopted October 18th, 1909, by Northern Confer- 
ence, found on p. 40, Minutes of said Conference: 

“Resolved, That Conference petition and earnestly request Synod 
to lengthen the time for the next convention of Synod one day for 
the discussion of the work of our Sunday schools, and that each 
Sunday school in California Synod be requested to be repre- 
sented by a delegation, consisting of the pastor, superintendent and 
at least two teachers of the Sunday school.” 

We also recommend the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion, adopted by the Southern Conference (p. 40, Minutes of the 
Southern Conference), October 27th, 1900. 

“Wuereas, In the early history of the Lutheran missionary effort 
on the Pacific Coast, the Secretaries of the Home Mission Boards 
of the General Synod and General Council, Dr. S. B. Barnitz and 
Dr. G. H. Gerberding had a verbal agreement to the effect that they 
would consider the States of Washington and Oregon as the ex- 
clusive field of the General Council for missionary effort on the 
Pacific Coast, and the whole State of California as the exclusive 
field of the General Synod for missionary effort on the Pacific 
Coast, and, 

“WHereas, We feel that their wise verbal agreement has avoided 
much needless competition, struggle, waste of money and men, and 
possible failures in Lutheran missionary effort on the Pacific Coast; 
now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we urgently request the California Synod to 
memorialize the General Synod of our Church, to request the 
Home Mission Board to use every effort to enter into a written 
agreement with the Home Mission Board of the General Council to 
continue the above policy, and thus avoid needless competitions 
and struggle of Lutheranism on the Pacific Coast.” 

Respectfully submitted, H. S: FEIX. 
D.J. SNYDER. 
Item 1, the resolution of the Northern Conference had 


been previously referred to the Committee on Sunday 
Schools. 

Resolutions were adopted as follows with reference to the 
work at St. Mark’s, Los Angeles: 
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Resolved. That it is the judgment of this Synod that St. Mark’s 
congregation of Los Angeles should erect a more suitable building 
at the earliest possible date, and that to this end we pledge the 
congregation $200.00 and such further assistance as is within our 
power. 

Resolved, That the Church Extension Committee be authorized 
to endorse for the Synod an application from St. Mark’s to the 
Board of Church Extension for a further appropriation of $25.00. 

On behalf of the Alameda congregation, which is also greatly in 
need of an adequate building, it was 

Resolved, That $200.00 be appropriated from the Church Exten- 
sion Fund of California Synod, on condition that the congregation 
or its friends raise $1,500.00, and that the church be moved to a 
better location. 

Resolved, That the Synod, through its Church Extension Com- 
mittee, endorse the application of the congregation to the Board 
of Church Extension for a $1,500.00 loan, and strongly urge on 
said Board the granting of said application, in view of the urgent 
needs of the field in question. 


The Synod entered into election of officers and delegates. 
Rev. W. R. Swickard, Rev. C. H. Armstrong, Ph. D., and 
Mr. F. W. Chapman were appointed tellers. 

Elections. 
OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 

President—Rev. P. W. H. Frederick. 

Secretary—Reyv. J. W. Ball, Ph. D. 

Treasurer—P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 

Statistical Secretary—Rev. Geo. H. Hillerman. 


STAFF OF “CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN.” 
Editor—Rev. W. E. Crouser. 
Business Manager—Rev. O. H. Gruver. 
Circulating Manager—Rev. H. S. Feix. 
Advertising Manager—Mtr. J. W. Fricke. 


DELEGATES TO GENERAL SYNOD. 
Principals. 


Clerical. Lay. 
Rev. A. Jatho, J. W. Fricke, 
Rev. H. Gehrcke, 1. (At Getz: 


Rey. W. E. Crouser, J. AS Bohn. 
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Alternates. 


Clerical. va Lay. 
Rev. S. W. Young, De Witt Wise, 
Rev. G. H. Hillerman, James Popert, 
Rev. J. E. Hoick, R. O. Hansen. 
SEMINARY COMMITTEE. 
Rev. W. E. Crouser, Mr. J. W.. Fricke, 
Rev. O. H. Gruver, Mrs JonAerpohn, 
Rev. C. F. Oehler, Mr. James Popert. 
Rev. W. S. Hoskinson, D. D 
TRUSTEES OF SYNOD. 
Rev. P. W. H. Frederick, Mr. H. A. Getz, 
Rev. ae W. Ball, Mr. J. A. Bohn, 


P. S. Leisenring, M. D. 
Archivist—Rev. W. E. Crouser. 


On motion, it was ordered that 600 copies of the Minutes 
of this convention be printed and distributed pro rata among 
the congregations. 


It was also 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to investigate 
the “Duplex” envelope system designed by Rev. J. E. Hoick, and 
report to the next convention of Synod the advisability of printing 
the same for the use of Synod. Fy 


Rev. H. S. Feix, Rev. H. Gehrcke, and Mr. J. A. Bohn 
were appointed on this committee. 


Report of the Auditing Committee. 


Your Committee on Auditing of Treasurer’s books hereby certify 
that we have found the same to be correct. 

The receipt from the Deaconess Board for $110.39, and the 
receipt from Rev. O. H. Gruver for $25.00, which were reported 
missing by the previous Auditing Committee, are now on file. 

We find that sufficient time has not elapsed for return of re- 
ceipts for the following payments: $175.05 to Board of Church 
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Extension; $9.60 to Rev. Dietterich for Pastors’ Fund; $43.10 to 
Board of Home Missions; $66.30 to Home for the Aged. 


Respectfully submitted, J. W. FRICKE, 
JOHN BOUNS. 
Adopted. 


The invitation to hold the next annual convention of 
Synod in the First English Lutheran Church of San Diego 
was unanimously accepted. 

Rev. W. J. Roehmer was elected fraternal delegate to the 
next meeting of the Pacific Synod. 

A hearty vote of thanks was extended to Rev. H. S. 
Feix for faithful and efficient service as Editor of the Cali- 
forma Lutheran. 

The Constitution and By-Laws were revised as follows: 

Ait, V.,.cec: 3.(6). Substitute for “March 2oth of each 
year” the words “the first Saturday after Easter of each 
year.” 

; By-Laws. 

No. 11. Change to read: “The Synodical year shall 
close at midnight of the first Saturday after Easter, and 
everything given or done after that date shall be credited 
on the new year.” 

No. 12. “The annual meeting of Synod shall convene on 
the third Tuesday after Easter.” 

After reading and adopting the minutes of the after- 
noon session, Synod adjourned with the usual liturgical 
form. 


-@-—- 


EVENING SERVICE. 


The liturgical service was conducted by Rev. W. R. 
Swickard, of Redlands. The address of the evening on 
“Christian Education” was delivered by the Rev. Jesse W. 
Ball, Ph. D., of St. Mark’s, Los Angeles. 


JESSE W. BALL, 
Secretary. 
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DIRECTORY, 1910-1911. 


OFFICERS. 


PRESIDENT. ‘ 
Mrs. J. W. BALL, 1175 W. Thirty-seventh Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. W. E. CROUSER, 1409 Octavia Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Mrs. H. J. WEAVER, 1241 W. Ninth Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. O. H. GRUVER, 825% Nineteenth Street, Oakland, Cal. 


SECOND RECORDING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. P. W. H. FREDERICK, 698 Eighth Street, San Bernardino, Cal. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
Miss KATE J. STUBER, 1523 P Street, Sacramento, Cal. 


TREASURER. 
Mrs. J. F. REIMER, 500 Fourteenth Street, Riverside, Cal. 


THANK-OFFERING SECRETARY. 
Mrs. G. H. HILLERMAN, 1140 Twenty-first Street, San Diego, Cal. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECRETARY. 
Mrs. CHARLES DOCKSTADER, W. Eighth near Whittier Street, 
Los Angeles, Cal. | 


HISTORIAN. 
Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 180 E. Julian Street, San José, Cal. 


LITERATURE. 
Mrs. L. C. SMITH, 461 N. Seventh Street, San José, Cal. 


PROCEEDINGS of the NINETEENTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Society 


OF THE 


SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA, 


HELD INST. MATTHEW’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(Rev. H, GEHRCKE, Pastor), 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., APRIL 5 To 8, rg1o. 


FIRST SESSION. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., APRIL 6, IQIO, 9.30 A. M. 

The convention was called to order by the President, Mrs. 
Ball, who read Acts 9, after which Mrs. Hoick led in 
prayer. 

Mrs. Boyken, of San Franciscos made the address of 
welcome, to which Mrs. Hill, of Redlands, responded. 

After the singing of “Praise God, from whom all bless- 
ings flow,” the delegates presented their credentials and roll 
was called as follows: 

Oakland—Miss Flathmann, Mrs. Hager. 

Sacramento (English)—Mrs. Snyder (a. e.). 

Sacramento (German)—Miss Stuber, Mrs. Ochener, Mrs. 
Lothamer (a. @.). 

Sacramento (German Y. P. S. C. E.)—Miss Oehler. 

San José—Mrs. Hoick, Mrs. Smith. 

Los Angeles (First)— Mrs. Dockstader. 

Los Angeles (St. Mark’s)—Mrs. Ball. 

San Francisco (First)—Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Crouser. 

San Francisco—(St. Matthew’s)—Mrs. Boyken. 

San Francisco (St. Andrew’s)—Mrs. Jatho. 

Riverside—Mrs. Reimer (a. @.). 

Redlands—Mrs. Hill. 

Santa Barbara—Mrs. Armstrong. 
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San Diego—Mrs. Hillerman (a. e.). 
San Bernardino—Mrs. Bond. e 
The rules of order were read, and the President’s Report 


presented. 
President’s Report. 
To tue Woman’s Home AND ForeiGN MIssIoNARY SOCIETY, 

GREETING : 

One year ago you called me to your service, and, while at the 
time it seemed impossible for me to serve you, it also seemed im- 
possible to secure anyone else. I have done my best, and if I 
have failed in any particular it has been through ignorance of what 
was expected. . 

The following items should be carefully noted: 


FINANCES, 


The finances for the year show an increase in the grand total, 
in spite of the fact that there was no special collection this year 
to take the place of that taken during the visit of Mrs. Brecken- 
ridge and Mrs. Shaffer. 

The Thank-offering shows an increase of only a few cents. We 
want to grow along this line of giving as our numbers and interest 
increase. 

The India Bed Fund fell below last year, but we were still above 
the $50.00 mark, which is the amount expected of this Synodical 
society. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

We are glad to note six new life members for the year. For the 
benefit of any society in which the question may arise, I quote the 
following decision, Mrs. K. B. Shaffer being my authority. “Life 
membership is retained in the society in which it was secured.” 
This saves much confusion. 


NEW SOCIETIES. 
We are sorry not to have any new societies to report, though 
Alpaugh and Long Beach are working in that direction. We are 
sorry to note that the Helpers’ Circle, of Redlands, has disbanded. 


RECOM MENDATIONS. 

St. Mark’s, Los Angeles, has adopted a plan whereby the aver- 
age attendance at the meetings has been raised from 4 to 24. 
The meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month, in the 
evening. All of the members and friends of the church are 
invited. The hour from eight to nine is devoted to the missionary 
program. Each person present is given something to do, either 
read a Scripture reference or some short article on the subject for 
the evening. After the program a social time is enjoyed. Games 
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are played and light refreshments are served. The latter are sup- 
plied by those who attend, so it works no hardship upon the hostess 
of the evening. To be sure, many who attend are visitors, but, 
having come once, they are anxious to come again, and we hope in 
time that at least some may become permanently interested and led 
to unite with the church who might otherwise remain indifferent. 

I thank you all for your hearty, loyal support during the last 
year. I thank especially Mrs. Hoick and Mrs. Hillerman for so 
kindly coming to my assistance whenever help was asked, solving 
the problems with their helpful suggestions. 

Let us, with the help of our heavenly Father, strive to make 
the coming year better in every way than any of the nineteen years 
just past. 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. W. BALL. 


The report of the Corresponding Secretary was read by 


Miss Stuber. 
Report of Corresponding Secretary. 
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Respectfully submitted, KATE J. STUBER, Corresponding Secretary. 


The report of the Treasurer was read and referred to the 
Auditing Committee. 
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The President appointed Mrs. Dockstader to act as Treas- 
urer during the sessions. * 

The report of the Literature Committee showed faithful 
work. 

The report of the Thank-offering Secretary was read 
and showed an increase over last year. 

The Historian presented her report as follows: 


Historian’s Report. 

Your Historical Collection consists of the following books and 
magazines: 

Complete file of the minutes of the California Synod and Mis- 
sionary Conventions. Bound. 

Complete file of the minutes of the General Conventions. Bound 
in 3 vols. 

Book containing pictures of all our California church building’. 
Exterior and interior. 

Book containing programs of all California Synodical Conventions. 

Book containing photographs of all California Synodical Presi- 
dents. 

Lutheran Woman's Work, 1908-1909. Bound. 

Missionary Journals for the last five years they were published. 

Life of Mrs. A. V. Hamma. 

Guntur Mission Reports. 

Tracts. 

List of Life Members in California. 


Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK. 


Letters of greeting were read from Mrs. Reimer, the 
State Treasurer, Mrs. Miller, the General Treasurer, and 
Mrs. Krechting. 

The President appointed the following committees : 


President's Report—Mrs. Hoick, Mrs. Armstrong. 
Auditing Committee—Mrs. Dockstader, Mrs. Bond. 
Resolutions—Miss Stuber, Mrs. Hill. 

Letters and Papers—Mrs. Everding, Mrs. Hager. 


Reporters. 
Observer—Mrs. Crouser. 
W orld—Miss Oehler. 


W. H. & F. M. S. OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA. 55 


California Lutheran—Mrs. Hoick. 
Zionsbote—Miss Stuber. 


Rev. Feix, of Alameda, spoke in the interests of the Cali- 
forma Lutheran. 

An offering of $3.05 was received. 

Adjourned with use of Missionary Benediction. 


SECOND SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, 2.30 P. M. 

Convention was called together, “Joy to the World” was 
sung. Miss Stuber conducted the devotions. 

Minutes were read and approved and roll was called. 

The Delegates’ Hour was devoted to the topic, “What 
we have done this year that may be helpful to others.” All 
the delegates present responded. 

The report of the Dixon Convention was read by the 
delegate, Mrs. Gruver. | 

The Mission Study Course was presented in a paper. by 
Mrs. Hoick. 

“Our Young People and Missions” was ably presented by: 
Miss Stuber and called forth some discussion. 

The Secretary was directed to write a letter of sympathy 
to Mrs. Hoskinson, expressing the convention’s sorrow for 
the great sickness in her family. 

A letter of sympathy was also directed to be sent to Mrs. 
Burnett by the Corresponding Secretary. 

Convention adjourned, with the Missionary Benediction. 


ee Se 
EVENING SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, 8 O'CLOCK. 


Opening service was conducted by the President of Synod. 
Rev. W. J. Roehmer made the missionary address in 
German. 
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The anniversary address on “In the March of the King- 
dom” was sent by Dr. Hoskinson, and delivered by Rev. 
Armstrong. ; 

The offering amounted to $11.31. 
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THIRD SESSION. 


THURSDAY, 9.30 A. M. 

The President called the convention to order. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” was sung and sentence prayers of- 
fered. Mrs. Dockstader read the 84th Psalm. 

Roll was called. 

The Secretary read the minutes, which were approved. 

“Forward Movement; a General Survey” was presented 
in a paper by Mrs. Sax, which was read by Mrs. Dockstader. 

On motion, Mrs. Dockstader was to convey the thanks 
and appreciation of the convention to Mrs. Sax for her 
paper. 

“The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
and the Pacific Seminary” was considered in a paper by Mrs. 
Crouser. This called forth much discussion. 

The paper, “Lutheran Forward Movement,” by Mrs. 
Frederick, was read by Miss Stuber. On motion, the 
thanks of the convention were sent to Mrs. Frederick, 
through her husband, for her paper. 

The report on the President’s Address was adopted as 
follows: 

Report on President’s Address. 


Your committee have carefully read the President’s report, and we 
would call attention to the following points: 

1. We appreciate the willing and earnest spirit she. has mani- 
fested in performing the duties of her responsible office. 

2. We rejoice in the progress that has been made both in our 
finances and in life members. 


3. We would recommend her plan for increasing the attendance 


at missionary meetings. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. J. E. HOICK, 
Mrs. CHAS. H. ARMSTRONG. 
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Report of Committee on Resolutions was adopted as read: 


Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

Your Committee on Resolutions submit the following report: 

1. Resolved, We note that God’s blessing has been with us in 
adding to the membership roll an addition of a new society at 
Fresno, and the reorganization of the society at Santa Barbara. 

2. Resolved, Financially an increase of contributions, recogniz- 
ing that God in His goodness and mercy is able to keep and to 
hold what rightly belongs to Him. 

3. Resolved, That we express our most hearty appreciation and 
thanks for the most generous hospitality extended by pastor and 
members of St. Matthew’s Church to the convention; also to the 
young people for special music rendered. 

4. Resolved, Also thanks to the members of the First Church 
for their entertainment at banquet given at their church to the 
convention. 

Respectfully submitted, Miss KATE J. STUBER, 
Mrs. HILL. 


The report of Auditing Committee was adopted. 


Reports of Auditing Committees. 
The Auditing Committee beg to submit the following report: 
We have carefully examined the Treasurer's books and report, 
and find them to be correct in every detail, the books having been 
carefully and neatly kept. The balance on hand being $93.30. 
Respectfully submitted, Mrs. CHAS. DOCKSTADER, 
Chairman. 


Your committee have examined the corresponding secretary’s 
quarterly reports and find everything correct, and wish to con- 
gratulate the Secretary on her fidelity and efficiency. 

Mrs J. EVERDING, 
Mrs. C. H. ARMSTRONG. 


On motion the following bills were ordered paid: 


Sines icra lpaOO DEO QLAINS 197.s 2 strate totes, atts veins daastesononel gn btas & $3.75 
(Mowirsaball. stationeryaand postage? .-.ceems ose -ye'n moe 3.50 
Tao Wirs. Ball, traveling eXPeMSeS ox gees 6 wee sinh Jayna tir: 26.00 
To Miss Stuber, for sending out minutes of General Convention 2.97 
To Miss Stuber, for stationery and stamps ................... 2.03 


Bill for expense of Thank-offering Secretary—Postage on 
DORMEOMIELEEES ELC rant tel terarsterey us tet epcioto@ oysilcle'e ores ersrscet niet .50 
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Riecordmibools GO Ze SEE eI. eee none ane Rete $0.50 
Tours: Grouser | LOL postal 6 op wescieseisraesee gece eee e cae. 1.70 
TOeMinseGroaser, LOL trACtS. ccc sree sie sneote erento cle ee 2.30 
Torres: Reimer. tor slippliess a samien miner atte ne een errr 4.00 
To Mrs+Reimer, for: literattire’. 2. 9Vi.. eS ies eee tare eae .Q2 


To Mrs. Reimer, for expressage on treasurer’s book to S. F.  .60 


On motion, the convention voted fifty dollars ($50.00) 
toward the Pacific Seminary, when it shall be established, 
and ordered same to be kept in bank. 

On motion, the Secretary cast the ballot for the follow- 
ing officers: 

President—Mrs. J. W. Ball, 1175 W. 37th Street, Los 
Angeles. 

First Vice-President—-Mrs. W. E. Crouser, 1375 Geary 
Street, San Francisco. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs. H. J. Weaver, 1241 West 
oth Street, Los Angeles. 

Recording Secretary—Mrs. O. H. Gruver, 825% 19th 
Street, Oakland. 

Second Recording Secretary—Mrs. P. W. H. Fred- 
erick, 698 Eighth Street, San Bernardino. 

Corresponding Secretary—Miss Kate J. Stuber, 1523 P 
Street, Sacramento. 

Treasurer—Mrs. J. F. Reimer, 500 Fourteenth Street, 
Riverside. 

Thank-O fering Secretary—Mrs. G. H. Hillerman, 1140 
21st Street, San Diego. 

Young People’s Secretary—Mrs. Charles Dockstader, 
1100 West 8th Street, Los Angeles. 

Historian—Mrs. J. E. Hoick, 180 East Julian Street, San 
José. 

Literature Committee—Mrs. S. E. Smith, San José. 

Miss Kate J. Stuber was unanimously elected delegate 
to the next General Convention, and Mrs. Ball was elected 
alternate. 
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Mrs. Hoick spoke in behalf of the use of the missionary 
topics for each month. 

On motion, the convention adjourned to meet in San 
Diego next spring. 

Delegates used the Missionary Benediction in adjourn- 
ing. 
Mrs. GRUVER, 

Secretary. 


FORM OF BEQUEST AND DEVISE. 


1 give and bequeath to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the sum of dollars, and 
request my executor or administrator to pay to said corporation said amount 
at the settlement of my estate. 

T hereby give and devise to the Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, its successors and assigns, the following described real estate « 

, 40 have and to hold the same with appurtenances thereto. 
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